
 

 

April 2017 

Dear NCFF, 

On Sundays March 12 and 19, I shared with you about Jesus’ Vision for NCFF as outlined in the Bible.  

The initial message was intitled What We’re About while the second message was intitled How We Go 

About It.  If you did not hear one or both of these messages, it is crucial that you go online to NCFF’s 

website www.ncffchurch.org and listen to what you missed.  These two teachings represent Jesus’ will 

for His church in general; but even more importantly, His direction for our church specifically. Who we 

are and how we’ll live it … where we’re going and how we’ll get there … are carefully outlined for 

anyone who wants to help NCFF be the church that Jesus has in mind for us to become!   

To understand the heartbeat of Christ for NCFF and the soul of our church family, all of us have to hear 

and embrace the truths from God’s Word found in these two messages.  This teaching will form the 

foundational instruction for our future membership classes.  So again, to learn about NCFF and to love 

this church as Jesus does, please go online and listen. And by the way, the response to both these 

sermons has been super encouraging and exciting.  You’ll be glad you took the time “to be caught up to 

speed.” 

One of the Biblical priorities highlighted in the second message had to do with hospitality. The way it 

was phrased was … Don’ be friendly, be hospitable.  This truth stems from two key verses: 
 

1 Peter 4:9 - Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers. 
 

1 Peter 4:9 relates to people we already know (one another) while Hebrews 13:2 relates to people 

we’re just meeting (strangers).  In other words, old friends and folks we hope will be new friends. 

 

Unfortunately for Christ and His church, most Christians simply “settle” for saying “hello” to other 

believers and visitors on Sunday.  We’ve become content with leaving it at that. The problem with this 

limited approach is that Jesus says we are to fervently love one another from the heart and there is no 

way that can happen with this kind of token gesture at friendliness. So what are we to do? Obey these 

two verses and be hospitable!  Determine that as a follower of Jesus you will open your heart in 

hospitality by opening your calendar to find time to do it; that you’ll open your wallet and spend some 

money to do it; that you’ll open your home or go to a restaurant to make it happen.   

Is hospitality really that important to Jesus and His plan for NCFF?  Well, Scripture tells us that it is.  I 

can testify personally that my father, mother, brother and I all began our journey toward Jesus because 

of the hospitality that our next door Christian neighbors showed us.  We surrendered to Jesus and 

joined a church for the first time because of the hospitality shown to us by many believers in that church 

family.  Becky and I have seen numerous people come to Jesus, re-commit to Jesus and join His 

church because of the hospitality the Lord has prompted us to share over the years. 

Does hospitality have to be fancy and expensive?  No. Just use what you have.  If you don’t have a lot 

of money, then cook up some mac & cheese.  And if you want, pray to have enough to add some 

bacon to the mix!       If you feel you don’t live in a home or apartment that works well for hospitality, 

then take your guests to a coffee shop or a local eatery.  Hospitality is a matter of the heart … Jesus’ 

heart speaking to your heart to reach out to other hearts with the hospitable love of Christ! 
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And please, don’t view hospitality as a duty. Hospitality is a blessing to the one’s receiving it and an 

even bigger blessing to the one’s displaying it.  Since coming back to NCFF,  many old friends & new 

friends have blessed us with warm hospitality.  Honestly, their hospitality has made Becky and me feel 

like we were never away even though we were gone doing other ministry for 11 years!  The two of us 

have kept our schedules super full doing all we can to be hospitable. Acquainting and re-acquainting 

with friends new and old!  In no way has this burdened us.  Instead, our hearts have been filled with joy 

to the point that we simply wish we could do more!  

You also need to know that hospitality is both a “God thing” and is fun.  For example, this past Sunday 

Becky and I took a young family, new to our church, out to lunch. They have a two year-old daughter.  

We unexpectedly met another young family from church who is third-generation to NCFF going into the 

same restaurant. They joined us, and we all had such a great time being together.  It was a blast.  Plus 

here’s the God thing; the twelve year-old had been a helper in the two year-old’s Sunday School class 

that very morning and was so happy to see her new two year-old friend!  Instant connections all the 

way around!  Wow, was this planned?  Not by us, but by God. The truth is, you will encounter God 

working when you become hospitable to others. 

Listen beloved, we all have to see and realize that God is doing something significant in our church.  He 

is bringing a steady flow of new people to NCFF each and every week.  Some are believers and others 

are seekers.  A few are skeptics.  Some are single.  Some are couples; young, middle aged and retired. 

Some come with kids and others do not.  But, they are all coming because the Spirit of the Lord is 

intentionally bringing them here to us.  Since God is putting them on our doorstep, then we can be 

absolutely sure He wants us to embrace them and enfold them into our church family with hospitality!  

I really need your help with this.  Would you be willing to be part of a group that I could count on to 

show hospitality to these newcomers?   Please tell me who you are and I’ll start feeding you names of 

people who need to be loved with the hospitality of Jesus.  Please let me know by getting in touch with 

me personally. Call the office or email me at john@ncff.info. If you’ve got questions or feel like you 

need a bit more understanding on how this works, let me know.  I will get back to you. 

As always, I want to thank you for your financial support of the ministry at NCFF.  What you give 

matters!  God has placed an enormous and wonderful opportunity for our church to lift up Jesus here 

on the North Coast.  People are responding.  But more will become followers of Jesus the more we can 

count on your commitment of time, treasure, talent and testimony. And we have multiple ways to give.  

You can give online at www.ncffchurch.org , by using the enclosed offering envelopes, or through our 

NCFF app.   

Easter is April 16.  Please be praying for a great movement of God in our church family on this 

incredibly special day.  Plan to invite people.  Give the Lord an opportunity to use you.  And remember, 

He is Risen … He is Risen Indeed! 

Luv ya, 

 

 

 
 

John K. Nagle, Pastor 

North Coast Family Fellowship 
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