
 

 

Romans  
 

The Power of God 

and 

The Revelation of His Righteousness 

 
Study Assembled by Rance Schumacher  



1 

 

I. Paul’s Introduction, 1:1-17  

A. Note on v.1: Paul knew exactly who he was. 

1. Do we know who we are? A lot of our problems arise from the sad reality that we’re 

not sure of who we are in God’s eyes. 

2. Scripture has been written to tell us who we are, and who God will make us. 

B. Introducing the gospel, 1:1-7 – this is important stuff! 

1. Prophesied – cf. Acts 3:24 (all the prophets); 13:32-37 (promise fulfilled); 1 Peter 

1:10-12 

2. Concerned God’s Son 

i. Descendent of David – A quality that proves that Jesus really is Messiah because it 

is fulfillment of prophecy (2 Sam 7:12-16;  

Isaiah 11:1,10; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Ezekiel 34:23-24) 

a. However, Paul doesn’t bring this up in anywhere else. So why was it so 

important for this congregation? 

 Proof of what he claimed in 1:2 

 There were Jews in this congregation, which wasn’t his primary audience. 

ii. Declaration made by the resurrection 

a. Anybody can be born, and anybody can die, but the resurrection is what set it 

all apart 

b. Notice the importance of His resurrection in the book of Acts: 

Acts 1:22; 2:24-36; 4:2; 4:33; Acts 17:18, 32; Acts 26:23 

c. “according to the Spirit” cf. Romans 8:11 

 Spirit is a life-giver – John 3 (born of water and Spirit); Romans 8:2 (Law 

of the Spirit of life); Romans 8:10,11 (life through the Spirit) 

3. Gave the message of grace and the commission of apostleship 

i. The message that came from Jesus and the gospel was given to apostles so that they 

could pass that message on to us. 

4. Brings about “obedience of faith” 

i. Being freed by faith is one of the most beautiful teachings we will see in this letter. 

However, faith does not free us from an obligation to obedience and the pursuit of 

righteousness any more than grace excuses sin (Romans 6:1; Titus 2:11-12).  

cf. James 2:14-26; 1 Pet 1:2; 1 John 2:3-6 

a. When anyone is saved through faith, it is with a view to obedience. 

 So, then, when we present the gospel, do we include this as an element of 

our presentation? 

ii. “…For His name’s sake.” Don’t gloss over this! A central doctrine of the 

gospel/our salvation/our transformation is that it is not for our own glory, but 

rather for His glory. Psalm 115:1 

Notice how God has always acted on behalf of His glory: 

a. Psalm 23 - He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness for 

His name’s sake. (v.3) 

b. Isaiah 43 – Israel called and created for His glory (v.7) 

c. Isaiah 49 – Israel purposed to reflect His glory (v.3) 

d. Psalm 106 – God rescued Israel from captivity for His glory (v.47) 

e. Romans 9 – God raised up Pharaoh so that His name might be declared (v.17) 

f. Ezekiel 20 – God spared Israel punishment for His name’s sake (vv.9,14,22) 
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g. Ezekiel 20 – God will restore Israel for His name’s sake (v.44) 

h. 2 Samuel 7 – God redeemed His people for His name’s sake (v.23) 

i. 1 Samuel 12 – God doesn’t abandon His people for His own name’s sake (v.22) 

j. Ezekiel 36 – Israel will be renewed for His name’s sake (vv.22-23) 

k. John 7 – Even Jesus seeks the glory of God in all that He did (v.18) 

l. Matthew 5 – Our actions are to reflect the glory of God (v.16) 

m. 1 Peter 2 – Our good behavior in the midst of persecution causes others to 

glorify God (v.12) 

n. John 14 – Answers prayer that God may be glorified (v.13) 

o. John 12 – endured the final hours of suffering for the glory of God (vv.27-28) 

p. John 17 – endured the final hours of suffering for the glory of God (v.1) 

q. Romans 3 – Jesus’ sacrifice demonstrates God’s righteousness (vv.25-26) 

r. John 16 – The Spirit’s purpose is to glorify God (v.14) 

s. 1 Corinthians 10 – Eat, drink, or whatever we do, it’s for God’s glory (v.31) 

t. 1 Peter 4 – The purpose of all things is that God is glorified (v.11) 

u. Ephesians 1 – our end result as Christians is to praise His glory (vv.4,12,16) 

v. 2 Thess 1 – The ultimate punishment is to be cast away from His glory (v.9) 

w. Habakkuk 2 – earth filled with the knowledge of His glory (v.14) 

x. Romans 11 – Everything redounds to the glory of God (v.36) 

y. Revelation 21 – The glory of God will make the sun null and void (v.23) 

C. Greeting, 1:8-15 

1. Thanksgiving for faith 

i. We don’t perform our righteousness before men to be seen by them (Matthew 6:1), 

but that doesn’t mean our good works aren’t broadcasted before men (Matthew 

5:14-16). 

2. Faith being proclaimed “throughout the whole world” 

i. There are no limits if God wills to magnify our influence 

ii. One teacher of mine said this might be why Paul is writing the letter: because they 

are a very influential church and he wants to solidify their message. 

a. What if they mess up? What if they forget the gospel because of their 

influence? What impact could this have worldwide? 

iii. I pray that our work is known as a work of faith. 

3. Constant prayer – this guy must take seriously “pray without ceasing” 1 Thess 5:17 

4. Desire to visit them (2-fold) 

i. Impart some gift – Probably not a supernatural gift, as they were given to confirm 

the word that the apostles preached. In Rome, belief was already established and 

the church built up enough to have a faith that was heard about throughout the 

world. Rather it was an edifying gift of the Spirit in building them up by 

preaching and teaching. 

a. “that you may be established” – established is probably better translated as 

strengthen  

 στηρίζω stērízō: “…denotes the steadfast resolve of Jesus as he sets his 

face toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:51)…The strengthening is by God, the 

Lord, the truth, or others. It may be accomplished, besought, or 
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commanded. It presupposes an assault that threatens faith or zeal. Its aim 

is impregnability of faith in spite of afflictions.1 

b. Other translations use “strengthen” much more than “establish” of the NASB  

ii. Receive a gift from them – a faith that encourages faith 

a. Oh how blessed we would be if we learned to give and borrow from the faith of 

our brothers, that we might gain strength and encouragement in a time when it 

is assuredly needed! 

b. An apostle is saying, “I need you to edify me.” Really? What humility! 

iii. He has tried before to visit them, but has been prevented.  

a. By the Spirit (Acts 16:7) or by Satan (1 Thessalonians 2:18)?  

b. His purpose in trying was a harvest trip (evangelism, that is). 

5. Three “I am”’s: A Debtor’s Complex, An Eager Attitude, and an Unashamed 

Character 

i. I am indebted to the lost, 1:14 

a. [Discussion Question]: Who is someone you are indebted to? Why?  

We usually say we are indebted to someone because they have given us much 

or have done much for us. But what have the lost given Paul (other than 

suffering, 2 Corintians 11:23)? 

 When we receive the gospel, we become debtors to God. This makes sense 

to us, yes? In turn, the One to whom we owe the debt has given us the 

obligation of being a “slave to all men” (1 Corinthians 9:19). 

 “Perhaps the best understanding of the words is to see the gospel as 

imposing a debt on all who receive it, a debt which calls for repayment by 

passing the gospel on to someone else.”2 

b. When you’re a debtor, sometimes you work two jobs to pay that debt off, don’t 

you? Debt becomes a prison (cf. Prov 22:7). 

 “There’s no way we can pay that debt back.” – Paul thought he could, so 

he did. We think we can’t, so we don’t. 

 Paul said that he “fought the good fight” and that he “finished the course” 

(2 Timothy 4:7; 1 Corinthians 9:26-27). He then handed the baton off to 

the next generation, expecting them to do the same. 

 Did he pay his debt? Maybe that’s not the right way to ask it, for 

surely we can never work to pay off our debt to Jesus. But did he do 

what God asked of him? Sure he did. 

ii. I am eager to preach the gospel, 1:15 

a. Paul’s eagerness is a result of his indebtedness. 

b. πρόθυμος (prothumos) “…means ‘ready,’ ‘willing,’ ‘eager,’ even ‘active,’ 

‘passionate.’… in the sense of ‘ready and willing,’ ‘joyfully ready’”3 

                                                 
1 Gerhard Kittel et al., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 1985), 

1085. 
2 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand Rapids, 

MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 63. 
3 Gerhard Kittel et al., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 1985), 

694. 
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 To illustrate this joyful eagerness, see 2 Chronicles 29:31 and context. 

“Willingness” is from πρόθυμος in the LXX. Their “willingness” led 

them to bring so many sacrifices that the priests couldn’t keep up! 

 Does our indebtedness and obligation to those around us create this type of 

passion within us? 

c. Rome is influential, why wouldn’t he want to preach there? 

iii. I am not ashamed of the gospel, 1:16 

a. “For” (omitted by NIV) is the Greek word γάρ (gar): “…a primary particle; 

properly assigning a reason (used in argument, explanation or intensification; 

often with other particles).”4 

b. Are we ashamed of the gospel? Be honest here without speaking out loud. 

 As we as proud of the gospel as we are proud of possessions, proud of 

buildings, proud of work programs, proud of mission programs…? 

c. Sometimes it’s possible that we – like Paul - can be tempted to be ashamed of 

the gospel. cf. Ephesians 6:19 

D. Gospel Thesis, 1:16-17 

1. In English we call this literary device a Litotes – stating the negative to affirm the 

positive. What then is the positive affirmation of this statement? 

i. [Discussion Question]: What do we do when we’re proud of something? 

2. Operation: the power of God 

i. δύναμις dunamís – from where we get “dynamite”, but Paul had no idea what 

dynamite was 

ii. [Discussion Question]: What “power” story do you think of in the Old Testament 

when you think of the power of God? 

3. Outcome: for salvation 

i. Salvation has the idea of rescue 

ii. Think of some of the people God has saved. What a God! What a message! 

a. Saul of Tarsus, a murderer and violent aggressor  

b. Elymas, Acts 13:1-12 

c. Onesimus, a worthless slave 

d. Me 

e. You 

4. Outreach: to everyone 

i. Literally, everyone. Think about that. 

ii. God is abundantly clear that He wants all man saved, not just a select few as 

Calvinism teaches: Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; 1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9 

5. Offer: who believes 

i. How simple is that? (forget denominational teachings for the moment) 

ii. Even the belief is a gift from God, Philippians 1:29 

6. Order: to the Jew first and also to the Greek 

i. Does this verse confuse us? Should we be finding all the Jews around us first before 

evangelizing anyone else? 

ii. cf. Acts 13:46 – we sometimes think Paul had a mission strategy by going to the 

synagogue first, but maybe Paul was doing it out of Divine command. 

                                                 
4 James Strong, vol. 1, A Concise Dictionary of the Words in the Greek Testament and The Hebrew Bible 

(Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2009), 20. 
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iii. Acts 2 – 70 AD – perhaps God established a preferential period for the Jews 

during this time. 

a. Romans 9-11: “Jews, I still love you. But you’re going to have to believe in 

Jesus to be saved.” 

7. Contents: the righteousness  

i. [Discussion Question]: What does it mean to be righteous? 

a. It has once been said, “To be right with God” 

b. “Righteousness does not primarily designate the ethical standard but the 

religious standing, the status of being right with God. It is not so much 

goodness as God acceptedness.”5 

8. Origin: God 

i. This plan was here before the foundation of the world, Acts 2:23; 1 Peter 1:20; 

Revelation 13:8 

9. Openness: is revealed 

i. From ἀποκαλύπτω (apokalūptō), as in apocalyptic literature.  

a. Literally ἀπο (apo) (away from) + καλύπτω (kalūpto) (to bury) = away from 

burying it, or to reveal something 

10. Condition: by faith 

i. “from faith to faith” ἐκ πίστεως εἰς πίστιν (ek písteōs eís pístis) 

a. Literally, “out of faith into faith”; It starts by faith and will end by faith 

 ἐκ – literally “out of” (seen in the word “exit”) – “Of the origin, source, 

cause;…used of the cause (whether thing or person) by which the act 

expressed by the accompanying verb is aided, sustained, effected.”6 

 εἰς – “a preposition governing the accusative…after words indicating 

motion or direction…it denotes the end which a thing is adapted to 

attain.”7 

b. How important is faith, then? Paul is literally talking about a life of faith. 

 Paul is going to put this doctrine of salvation by faith under a microscope 

and through a telescope in this epistle. 

11. Prophesied: as it is written 

i. Habakkuk 2:4 

ii. Faith is as necessary to righteous living as oxygen is to the lungs. 

 More simply put, the gospel is the power of God and the revelation of His righteousness. 

 

II. Doctrine of Sin (1:18-3:20) 

 “Most people don’t appreciate their salvation because they didn’t appreciate their 

damnation.” – Richard Rogers 

A. The Gentile Problem, 1:18-32 

1. The Inexcusableness of Unbelief, 1:18-20 

i. γάρ (gar) – see notes on 1:16  

                                                 
5  Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 173 (Quoting A.T. Robinson). 
6 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

190 (#1537). 
7 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

183-185 (#1519). 

 



6 

 

a. The reason the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel to believers is 

because the wrath of God is being revealed against sin. 

b. This is important to study sin and how bad sin is. Have you ever been to a 

jewelry store to buy a diamond? What color cloth do they put the diamond on? 

Black or dark blue, so that they brilliance of the diamond will really pop. 

That’s what the gospel does (diamond) against sin (black cloth). 

ii. The wrath of God, 1:18 

a. [Discussion Question]: What are some of the stories of God’s wrath you think 

of in Scripture? 

b. Many people learned their lessons through the wrath of God (many don’t), 

proving that wrath can really be a great educator, if we’ll set ourselves to 

learning from it. 

 For example: if you’re a kid and you touch the hot stove, how many more 

times are you going to touch it?  

 [Discussion Question]: God revealed His wrath even to nations that were 

not Israel. Does He still reveal His wrath today? 

 Often, we fail to see events in this world as being sent from God, 

rather than just natural phenomenon.  

c. Origin: from heaven 

 This is God-ordained, God-sent wrath. 

d. Why is He revealing His wrath? Because they knew better (1:19-20). 

 God is not being unreasonable in revealing His wrath, but rather dealing in 

justice. 

e. Suppressing the truth 

 To suppress the truth doesn’t mean to not know the truth, but that we don’t 

allow the truth to penetrate us. 

 If we know that sugar is bad for us, but eat it anyway while ignoring 

the harmful effects it has on us, we are suppressing the truth. 

 [Discussion Question]: In what ways do we suppress the truth today, and 

what truths do we suppress? 

 The outcome of suppressing the truth? The wrath of God being revealed 

against it. This is serious stuff! 

iii. Without excuse, 1:19-20 

a. “…evident within them because God made it evident to them.” 

 If we think that we can ignore some of the things that God revealed to us, 

think again! God makes things evident to us so that they will be within us, 

stripping us of any excuse. 

 It doesn’t matter what society/culture you go to, they have a system of 

right and wrong. It is within man because God made it evident to man. 

b. Invisible attributes 

 eternal power - ἀΐδιος (aidios) – “Paul’s word for eternal is unusual. The 

more common word (found, e.g., in the expression ‘eternal life’) is derived 

from the word for ‘age’. Here, where Paul is speaking of God’s essential 

being, he may well have felt that a word with a fundamental connection 
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with time was not quite what he wanted. He prefers a word with a 

meaning like ‘always-ness’.”8 

 divine nature – θειότης (theiotēs) – “the state of being God, 

Godhead…θεότης, θειότης: θεότης deity differs from θειότης divinity, as 

essence differs from quality or attribute.”9 

c. Creation: Psalm 19:1-610  

 According to this text, creation makes them “clearly seen”. 

iv. 4 Things I can know just by breathing God’s air (according to this passage): 

a. Wrath 

b. Law 

c. Power 

d. Deity 

v. What about the man who never heard the gospel? Lost. Without excuse. 

a. They had sufficient evidence from God to know better. 

2. The Inevitable Result of Unbelief, 1:21-23 

i. They did not honor Him, or give Him thanks 

a. How thankful are you? Would someone identify you as a grateful person? 

ii. An “exchange” – We know what this word means. We do it at the store all the 

time. But do you ever see yourself doing this with God? 

a. Do we substitute birds and animals with mountains and recreation for worship? 

b. Or how about buildings? Ever heard a parent scold a child by saying, “Stop 

running in God’s house!” Ever known anyone who decided to try out a 

congregation or place membership with a congregation because of the 

building? (Why do you think cathedrals were built? It’s not for their seating 

capacity!) 

c. It is glorying in the physical rather than the spiritual 

 God isn’t saying we can’t enjoy mountains and fishing and animals. Those 

were created for our enjoyment leading to His glory and our worship of 

Him. But do they take a place of primacy in our hearts? 

 Here’s a simple test: When you’re stressed do you reach for your Bible or 

your fishing pole? 

d. Materialism – it has the American church by the throat, and we hardly even bat 

an eye at it. 

e. We find ourselves trusting in budgets, film strips, abilities…at the expense of 

faith in the unknown and trust in the power and plan of God. 

3. The Divine Forsaking of Man, 1:24-32 

i. So what does God do? 

a. God gives them over, 1:24, 26, 28 

                                                 
8 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand Rapids, 

MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 81. 
9 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

288 (#2320 commenting on #2305). 
10 Lee Strobel’s book The Case for a Creator is an excellent read for this topic. 
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 This is probably the only thing scarier than the wrath of God. While the 

wrath of God is being revealed, He’s trying to get our attention (cf. 

Hebrews 12:4-11) 

 1 Samuel 8:1-22 – God gives them what they wanted even though He 

knew it wasn’t in their best interest. God will give us over to what our 

heart pursues. 

 2 Thessalonians 2:10 – God will give us over to a lie so that we can no 

longer see the truth.  

b. Is God giving American over? He’ll either give America over or one day 

apologize to Sodom. 

 Sadly, the American Christian is no more concerned with the immorality 

among them than the goose is concerned how his steak is cooked. 

ii. List of sins 

a. Lusts of their hearts, v.24 

b. Exchanged the truth of 

God for a lie, v.25 

c. Worshiped and served the 

creature rather than the 

Creator, v.25 

d. Homosexuality, vv.26-27 

e. Depraved mind, v.28 

f. Unrighteousness, v.29 

g. Wickedness, v.29 

h. Greed, v.29 

i. Evil, v.29 

j. Envy, v.29 

k. Murder, v.29 

l. Strife, v.29 

m. Deceit, v.29 

n. Malice, v.29 

o. Gossips, v.29 

p. Slanderers, v.30 

q. Haters of God, v.30 

r. Insolent, v.30 

s. Arrogant, v.30 

t. Boastful, v.30 

u. Inventors of evil, v.30 

v. Disobedient to parents, 

v.30 

w. Without understanding, 

v.31 

x. Untrustworthy, v.31 

y. Unloving, v.31 

z. Unmerciful, v.31 

iii. Approval of sins, v.32 

a. Do you agree with people as they walk down the path of sin? That’s approval. 

b. Do you let people sin in front of you and say nothing? That’s approval. 

c. cf. Psalm 50:18 

B. The Pietist (Jew) Problem, 2:1-29 

 The pietist is the one who thinks religion comes through what one does (like the 

Pharisee). It is feeling better because they do better. (Synonyms: legalist or moralist) 

1. False confidence through comparing ourselves to others, 2:1-5 

i. The pietist trusts in his moral actions to boost his religious confidence. And because 

it is a mindset that is founded on “not getting in trouble” the natural goal is to be 

able to point at every single other person and say, “I’m not as bad as they are!” 

ii. Or they might say, “But I didn’t do it to the degree that they did it.” That in and of 

itself is a confession of condemnation.  

iii. It’s all a lie! Judgment is still coming, v.3. 

a. When there is a comparison to others in regarding to my piety, I’m still in sin. 

Paul here is already preaching a little gospel and saying (in v.4) “It’s not by 

focusing on others that you’ll find salvation, it’s by focusing on God.” 
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2. Personal responsibility in judgment, 2:6-10 

i. Each man will be judged according to what He’s done, not what anyone else has 

done, Ezekiel 18:1-20 

ii. Seek good and you’ll get a good reward; seek bad and you’ll get a bad judgment.  

3. No impartiality in judgment, 2:11-15 

i. The beginning of v.11, v.12, and v.14 start with γάρ (gar) – see notes on 1:16 

a. Paul is linking all of these concepts together 

ii. God isn’t partial to anyone, v.11 

a. The reason each man will be accountable for His own sins is because God isn’t 

partial to any man or any man’s sin. If you sin, you’ll be judged for that sin 

whether you’re Moses or one of the 10. 

b. God does do things for His sons that He doesn’t do for others. That’s not 

favoritism, that’s parentalism.  

iii. God judges justly, v.12-13 

a. Can you sin if there isn’t a law? No, Romans 4:15 

b. How much of a doer of the Law do you have to be so that you’re justified? 

 All of it, Deuteronomy 27:26; Galatians 5:3; James 2:10 

c. Does v.13 sound like another verse you’ve read? James 1:22 

iv. Gentiles prove to have the Law, vv.14-15 

a. The Jew says, “But that’s not fair because the Gentiles weren’t given the Law!” 

 To that, Paul responds with vv.14-15 

b. Why was the law within them? Because God made it evident to them, 1:19. 

v. The bad news isn’t the Law, it’s that we didn’t keep the Law! 

4. Even a man’s secrets will be judged, 2:16 

i. A man can be blameless (Luke 1:6), yet still be condemned.  

ii. Secrets: Ezekiel 8:1-12; Ecclesiastes 12:14 

5. Jewish Claims, 2:17-20 

 This is a prime example of the pietist standing behind privileges, thinking it 

makes him right with God. 

i. A name: Jew 

a. The name Jew is associated with Judah; Judah means “praised one” 

b. The Jew believed he had a special connection with God just because he was a 

Jew, and to a degree this was true. 

ii. A document: Law (they relied on it!) 

iii. A deity: “boast in God” 

a. Tribal God Syndrome –It is to say, “God is our God and you can’t have Him.” 

 See Isaiah 36:18-20 

iv. A knowledge: “know His will” 

v. A discernment: “approve the things that are essential” 

vi. A special tutor: “instructed out of the Law” 

vii. A leadership: “guide for the blind” 

viii. A light-bearer: “a light to those who are in darkness” 

ix. An educator: “a corrector of the foolish” 

x. A maturity: “a teacher of the immature” 

xi. Privilege is just privilege. Does advantage assure salvation? No. The blessing is 

the fact that you have the blessing 
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a. Those these are all great things, and necessary things, trusting in them does not 

give salvation. cf. Isaiah 64:611  

b. Does the church of Jesus Christ have privileges today? These like-privileges? 

c. Amos 3:2 - Privileges demand responsibility 

d. Looking at these privileges makes everything look right, but then one rises to 

oppose… (Proverbs 18:17) 

6. God’s Counterclaims, 2:21-29 

i. Lack of Practice, 2:21-22 

a. Teaching: Jesus scolded them for this, Matthew 23:3, 13-15 

 Do we teach forgiveness and then refuse to give it? Do we teach against 

gossip just until we reach the parking lot? 

b. Stealing: Mark 7:11-13 

 Do we who hate stealing practice the same illegal business practices the 

first two weeks of April as everyone else? 

c. Adultery: Matthew 5:27-28 

 Do we hate adultery yet covet our neighbor’s spouse or make sure we’re 

home watch beach volleyball (that goes for male and female)? 

d. Rob temples: Malachi 3:8-10; Acts 19:35-37 

 abhor: “The verb βδελύσσομαι (bdelussomai) is connected with βδέω 

(bdeō), ‘break wind’, and words denoting a smell. It means to turn away 

from something on account of the stench, and thus to abhor, detest.”12 

 “Josephus says that Moses forbade Jews to rob temples or take treasure 

dedicated to any god (Ant. iv.207), from which many draw the conclusion 

that Josephus was opposing a contemporary practice…”13 

 Richard Rogers: When a temple gets run down, they just build new 

temples (with pagan idolatry, you only get merit by a building new temple, 

not by polishing the old temple). So people just go into old temples and 

strip the gold off of the old idols and furnishings to cash it in. 

ii. Dishonoring God, 2:23-24 

a. Isaiah 52:5  

 [Discussion Question]: In the days of Isaiah, how is God’s name 

blasphemed?  

 Because of the “tribal god syndrome” that was prevalent during that time, 

when Israel was defeated and taken away, the winning nation would 

essentially say, “Our god is better than yours.” Even though it was the 

Israelites fault and God had to keep covenant (Deuteronomy 28-30), God 

still had to take the rap for it. cf. Number 14:13-16 

 [Discussion Question]: How is the name of God blasphemed among the 

unchurched today? 

iii. Trusting in outward signs, 2:25-29 

                                                 
11 The literal translation for “filthy garments” in this text is “menstrual rags”. Think dirty tampons. If that disgusts 

you, then you have come to understand the intensity in which God is disgusted when we offer him our 

“righteous deeds” as tokens for salvation. 
12 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 136. 
13 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 137. 
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a. Paul here argues that externals have no value if the heart isn’t behind it. 

Externals are neither bad nor wrong, but invalidated when there isn’t a 

conviction to back it up. 

b. If the uncircumcised one keeps the Law, that one will stand in judgment over 

the one who has the external show of a Jew but the heart of a godless fellow. 

c. God always intended for it to be a heart thing 

 Deuteronomy 30:6; Leviticus 26:41 

d. If we continue to claim outward signs, outward names, and outward rituals, 

then we may very well find ourselves as an outward people. 

C. Objections Met, 3:1-8 

 How would Paul know these objections would arise? 

i. Past studies with people 

ii. He was a Jew himself, cf. Philippians 3:5-6 

iii. He was inspired by the Holy Spirit 

2. Isn’t there some advantage to being a Jew (since you just bashed Jews for the last 

chapter)? 

i. “Great in every aspect” 

ii. God entrusted them with the very oracles of God. 

a. The fact that God trusted them is the chief advantage, not circumcision, not the 

Sabbath day, not the temple.  

3. What if some Jews lacked the necessary faith? Are you saying, Paul, that God will not 

be faithful to His promise to circumcised Jews just because they lack faith? 

i. God will always keep His word, no matter the actions of man. Psalm 51:4 backs 

that up.  

a. Contextually, this is David writing after Nathan confronted him about 

Bathsheba. In essence, David is saying that even in our sin God’s 

righteousness is magnified. 

ii. This objective stems from the deep-seeded belief of Jews who believe very simply 

that God will bless all Jews because they are His covenant people (Paul will deal 

with that in chapters 9-11). 

a. Must we make the connection? That we believe God will simply bless us 

because we’re the church. 

 Sure, He’ll bless His church…when she acts in righteousness and faith. 

But what about the church that has lost its first love? Or the church that is 

lukewarm? 

4. This is a technical rabbinical objection: Isn’t it wrong for God to judge what praises 

Him? 

i. Does our wickedness praise God? Like a black velvet cloth praises a diamond. 

Psalm 76:10; Isaiah 26:9 

ii. Paul responds 3 different ways to show them that this is an illogical argument 

a. v. 6 – If God can’t condemn what praises Him, then how could He judge the 

world? 

b. v.7 – If you cannot condemn what glorifies God, then your condemnation of 

me would prove your accusation is wrong. 

 The Jews were saying Paul is a liar, so then the very fact that they are 

condemning Paul makes them inconsistent with their argument. 
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c. v.8 – Why not sin more so that God’s glory will abound even more? 

 Do we want God to be glorified more and glorified less? 

 Is it easier to do everything wrong or everything right? 

 So, then, let’s just be as wicked as possible to magnify God’s 

righteousness more and more (remember, this is Paul using counter 

arguments to show that their thinking is illogical). 

5. The conclusion: To those who say such things “their condemnation is just (deserved)”. 

D. The Verdict of Scripture, 3:9-20 

 In the final analysis, the only thing that proves any point that needs to be proved is 

Scripture, and that’s what Paul is getting ready to do. See verse 10: “as it is written” 

1. Conclusion first (the divine verdict): Everyone is under sin 

i. Are we better? “Not at all” (contrasted with “Great in every respect” in 3:2) 

ii. The word “under” is a nasty word. It literally means “to be subject to the power 

of…set under authority”14. It is a term denoting dominion. 

iii. What’s the extent of this dominion? All. 

a. Who is a Gentile? 

Roses are red 

Violets are blueish 

If you’re not a Gentile 

Then you just have to be Jewish 

2. Sin in character, 3:10-12 

3. Sin in conduct, 3:13-18 

i. Words, vv.13-14 

ii. Deeds, vv.15-17 

iii. Attitude, v. 18 

4. The specific application, 3:19-20 

i. To the Jew under the Law: you have nothing to say that can save you. 

ii. To the whole world: All accountable to God.  

a. Paul said it simply; proved it abundantly; and applied it universally. 

iii. v.20 – Paul then uses the same reasoning for the world as for the Jew in the 

previous verse: law will not justify (the definite article is absent in the original 

language15). The only thing a Gentile had to appeal to was that he had done good 

by the law he knew to follow, but that’s simply not good enough. 

iv. “Through the law comes knowledge of sin” – Law tells us what’s wrong and how 

wrong it is. 

 

Conclusion to the Doctrine of Sin: All under sin. 

Paul said it simply, proved it abundantly, and applied it universally. 

Wouldn’t it be horrible if that was all that Paul wrote? 

  

                                                 
14 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

642 (#5259). 
15 I hesitate to bring up the “Missing Definite Article” theory. For one, I’m no Greek scholar and don’t understand 

the language enough to be an authoritative source on this issue. Secondly, I’m not consistent with it, as you will see 

in the notes on Romans 5:13. However, I believe this theory warrants some kind of discussion in any serious 

Biblical study.  
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III. Doctrine of Righteousness (Justification) 

A. Statements of righteousness, 3:21-31 

1. Manifested – a ships manifest reveals everything that is on it. Likewise, the 

righteousness of God has been completely revealed. 

i. From God – Paul already mentioned this is 1:16-17 

a. Is this something new? No, but the manifestation of it is new  

cf. Colossians 1:26-27 

ii. Apart from law (again, definite article is missing in the original language16) 

a. Law stands over the law-breaker with a verdict of condemnation. We’d be fine 

if we just obeyed law, but according to 3:23 that hasn’t been the case. 

b. 1:18-3:20 proves that law couldn’t help anyone 

 Law tells us what is wrong and how wrong it is 

c. Our violation of law got us on the hook, therefore keeping law cannot get us off 

the hook. 

2. Witnessed 

i. [Discussion Question]: How do the Law and the Prophets testify about this 

righteousness? 

ii. What does the Law say? Righteousness is not in me. 

What do the prophets say? Amen. 

iii. James 2:10; Galatians 3:10 – You must keep the whole law. Man cannot be 

righteous by his observance of the law. 

iv. Abraham violated law as soon as he went to Egypt, but yet he’s justified? David 

should have been stoned for what he did with Bathsheba and Uriah, but he lived? 

v. Habakkuk 2:4; Micah 6:8; Joel 2:32 ; Psalm 51:17 – Old Testament passages in 

which blessings are announced apart from the Levitical system 

3. Obtained – through faith 

i. Through is highly important. Faith is not a merit that saves us, rather faith is like a 

vessel through which everything from God is streamlined to us. i.e. We are “saved 

by grace through faith” (Ephesians 2:8). Faith isn’t what saves us, the grace of 

God is. However, that grace gets to us by our faith. 

a. Faith in anything other than God cannot save us. Faith in our moral 

achievements will not save us; faith in our evangelistic efforts will not save 

us; faith in our faith will not save us. Only faith in God/Jesus (Hebrews 11:6) 

ii. The problematic question is not “Are we saved by faith only?” (of course we are), 

the real question is “What is saving faith?” 

iii. No distinction – whoever wants to have faith can have faith 

a. cf. Romans 2:11; Galatians 3:28 

b. γάρ (gar) – see notes on 1:16  

 The reason it comes through faith for those who believe is because there 

isn’t a distinctive advantage for anyone. It’s either faith or nothing. 

4. Needed – it is for all who have believed because all of have sinned 

i. There’s that word again (see notes on 1:16). 

a. Paul gives the reason for there not being a distinctive advantage for anyone. 

The common factor is sin. 

                                                 
16 See footnote on Romans 3:20 
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b. [Discussion Question]: When we realize that everyone here is a sinner, and 

everyone outside is a sinner, what does that do for us? 

ii. “all have sinned (aorist tense) and fall short of the glory of God (present tense)” 

iii. God provided the total need for the total number 

5. Provided – v.24 is the heart of Paul’s argument 

i. Justified – innocent by pardon; accounted innocent 

a. Is anyone legally righteous in the Bible? 

b. Christ met the laws’ full claims on our behalf. 

ii. As a gift (freely) – doesn’t mean without a price; doesn’t mean abundantly (like 

you would pour out something freely) ; John 15:25  

iii. Grace – without cost (cf. without cause from above) on our part  

iv. Redemption17 – to buy back 

a. “This picturesque statement had its origin in the release of prisoners of war on 

payment of a price.”18 

b. Exodus 21:29-30 – the slave could pay a ransom to redeem his life 

v. If you told a man to do something to get salvation, chances are he would do it?  

a. Who gets this justification according to this text? Those who have faith (v.22). 

Yet, so often we want to try something other than faith to get salvation. 

b. We’d do something to get our salvation, but often we refuse to believe that just 

our faith brings us salvation. 

6. Displayed – publicly, which is significant that it wasn’t done in a vacuum 

i. “propitiation” – ἱλαστήριον (hilastērion) means to be satisfied or happy. 

a. “…is related in stem and meaning to ἱλαρός, ‘cheerful.’ It is a predicate of 

persons, men and gods, originally ‘happy’…”19 

b. What needed to be satisfied? The wrath of God (1:18). 

c. Isaiah 53:11 

7. Just  

i. The justice of God: If He can’t be just and do it, He will not do it. 

ii. If the rule at my house is lying gets you a spanking, but when my kid lies and I 

don’t spank them, rather instruct and give them another chance, am I being 

merciful? Am I being just? 

a. [Discussion Question]: How is it just for God to be merciful to our sins? 

iii. The question might arise: If God is so just, then what about all the times He didn’t 

punish people way back when? 

a. The answer: He did it to demonstrate His justice in Jesus Christ. Man didn’t 

know it, but God knew Jesus as the lamb slain before the foundation of the 

world, Revelation 13:8; 1 Peter 1:20 

iv. Just and the Justifier – that’s what the cross declares. 

8. Where is the boasting?, 3:27-31 

i. [Discussion Question]: What’s the difference in confidence and boasting? Are we 

guilty of boasting in the church today? 

                                                 
17 For a great treatise on this word, read Leon Morris Apostolic Preaching of the Cross 
18 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 179. 
19 Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1964–), 300. 
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ii. Not by works, therefore we can’t boast in that. 

a. See Isaiah 64:6 

b. “Nothing in my hand I bring / Simply to thy cross I cling”20 

iii. Not by race, therefore we can’t boast in that.  

a. Maybe we don’t so much struggle with race these days, but can we say the 

same about socioeconomic status? 

iv. The Law is established by faith, v.31 

B. Scriptural Proof for Justification by Faith, 4:1-25 

1. How are we justified? 

i. Abraham, vv.1-5 

a. Are works something to boast in (? I guess, but it won’t help you in the 

presence of God? 

b. “For what does the Scripture say?” v.3 

 Did God say it? Yes. 

 Then is it true? Yes. 

c. Genesis 15:6  

 Credit vs Debit – A debit card is when you use your own money that you 

have loaded onto the card. A credit card is when you use somebody else’s 

money loaded onto the card. 

 When Abraham was credited righteousness, it was God that imputed that 

righteousness to him, not of his own righteousness, but of God’s 

righteousness. 

 Remember what the gospel is (Romans 1:16-17)? It’s the power of 

God and the revelation of His righteousness. 

d. Do we as Christians view our relationship with God as a debit card or credit 

card? Or should it be asked: Do we believe we’ve got to prove our worth to 

receive the righteousness of God, or do we truly believe in our heart of hearts 

that God has imputed His righteousness to us? 

ii. David, vv.6-8 

a. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

b. But what does this idea of our sins not being counted against us have to do with 

justification by faith? 

 When are you righteous? When you’re without sin. 

 Whose righteousness do we have? Romans 1:17 

 Who/what can nullify God’s righteousness? No one/nothing. 

c. Do you believe that sin is erased, or never even reckoned, in your life? (Do you 

believe that God writes them down and then erases them, or that He never 

even writes them down?) 

iii. The answer then from both Abraham and David is that justification is by faith. 

a. Paul has already proven this, so why does he use these men to prove it further? 

2. How we are not justified?, vv.9-15 

i. Not by ritual, vv.9-12 

a. Abraham was reckoned as righteous in Genesis 15, and not circumcised until 

Genesis 17. Paul is proving that circumcision has no part in justification. 

b. [Discussion Question]: What are some rituals we might trust in? 

                                                 
20 From the old gospel hymn “Rock of Ages” 
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 Baptism shouldn’t be considered a ritual for this reason: Paul is arguing 

that justification came before the ritual, but the New Testament is clear 

that justification does not come before baptism.  

 Was circumcision commanded? Yes. But was it a component of 

justification? No. Is the Lord’s Supper commanded? Yes. But is it a 

component of justification? No. 

c. Galatians 6:15 – circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything 

ii. Not by law, vv.13-15 

a. γάρ (gar) – see notes on 1:16  

 Paul says, “Let me give you the reason now!” 

b. So then, law and grace (promise) are incompatible.  

c. Law didn’t justify Abraham (again, definite article is missing in the original 

language21). Genesis 15:6 states that it was only his belief. 

d. Why can’t law justify? 

 If law could justify, then faith was never needed (v.14). cf. Galatians 2:21 

 Law tells us what’s wrong and how wrong it is, thus bringing wrath (v.15). 

iii. To the Jew, it’s all about the Law and circumcision, but yet Abraham was justified 

without circumcision and law and David was justified even though he broke the 

Law. 

3. When are we justified? When we have Abrahamic faith, vv.16-25 

Abrahamic faith explained: 

i. γάρ (gar) – see notes on 1:16  

a. Again, Paul is connecting all of this together. He’s still proving and evidencing 

justification by faith. 

ii. “in order that it may be” is a Hina Clause 

a. A Hina Clause is a statement that communicates purpose. It is a “final 

conjunction denoting purpose and end.”22 

b. The “purpose” clause changes the subjunctive mood (a statement we would call 

a possibility or probability) to a statement of definite result. In other words, it 

changes a “may be” into a “will be”. The first statement is a possibility, but 

the second statement contains a purpose. So in Greek grammar it changes the 

mood, letting the reader know that the participle (in this case “might” or 

“may”) has a more definite force. 

iii. Walking Faith, skip back up to v.12 to catch this one 

a. Indicates an active faith. It’s the same kind of faith that causes us to do 

something when we have no idea the outcome, but simply that we believe it’s 

God’s will. 

b. [Discussion Question]: What is something in your life that you did because it 

was a step of faith? 

iv. Object: God, v.17 

a. Word of God or God? 

 Do we evangelize because of our love for the lost or because of God? 

                                                 
21 See footnote on Romans 3:20 
22 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

302 (#2443). 
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 Indebtedness, if we understand it, makes sense here. 

 If it’s because of your love for the lost, you’ll waver because you 

won’t always love those people. 

 If it’s because God said “Go”, then that will never change. 

 Do we attend services to drink of fellowship or because of God? 

 Do we obey because our goal is heaven or because of God? 

b. “Abraham left his beautiful home with running water, 2 or 3 bedrooms, and a 

couple of baths…and Ur of the Chaldeans was that way excavations show.”23 

 Why would Abraham do something so seemingly stupid? Because God is 

one “who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not 

exist.” 

 All argument with God leaves when we have a faith that believes God.  

c. Notice how Paul exalts God as the object of our faith:  

 He kept His promise to make Abraham a father of many nations 

 “God gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.” 

 If God picks up a book and says, “This is a Dr. Pepper.” What is it? 

v. Basis: The word of God, v.18 

a. Ever heard “God said it. I believe it. That settles it.” 

b. [Discussion Question]: What stands in the way of our belief in what God says? 

 Our understanding – but we’ll take a pill without knowing what it does 

 Our feelings – Jeremiah 10:23; 17:9; Proverbs 14:12 

vi. Consideration: The promise of God, vv.19-20 

a. By faith Abraham faced the facts 

b. [Discussion Question]: What stories do you think of where God 

overcame/ignored the facts? 

 God didn’t argue when Moses said he was slow of speech, Exodus 4:10 

 God didn’t argue that Gideon was non-influential, Judges 6:15 (see 

response in Judges 6:16) 

c. What are the facts to God? What about when the facts seemingly run in 

contradiction to the promise or command of God? 

 Story of Duane Morgan 

 Too often we try to build a kingdom of Goliath based of facts instead of 

being citizens of a kingdom of David built on faith and prayer. 

d. What was it that allowed Abraham to go through the process in which he “grew 

strong in faith”? (v.20) 

 Isaac hadn’t been born yet, so it wasn’t the fruition of God’s promise. He 

was strengthened his faith waiting for God’s promise. Waiting for God’s 

promise strengthened his faith. 

 We have Abrahamic faith only when the promises of God determine our 

activity, rather than the facts. cf. 2 Corinthians 4:18; 5:7 

e. The ability to wait is a virtue that may be – to our detriment – lost. 

 Isaiah 40:30-31 

 Hebrews 11:13-16 

f. “did not waver in unbelief” (v.20) 

                                                 
23 Richard Rogers, from the SIBI Romans Classroom Series DVD set. 



18 

 

 It sure looks like he wavered in unbelief when he gave his wife away, had 

a son through Hagar, etc. 

 It’s about the whole. Did you hang in there and remain faithful? God 

declares that an unwavering faith. 

vii. Persuasion: The ability of God, v.21 

a. Degree of his assurance: “fully” 

b. “Ability of God” worksheet is a great faith building study24 

c. Don’t put God on probation until you figure out a way that you think God can 

finally get it done. 

d. [Discussion Question]: What is a promise of God that you struggle believing? 

e. Do we really believe that God will do what He promised? 

 Hebrews 8:12 

 1 Corinthians 10:13 

viii. Effect: “credited to him as righteousness” 

a. “Therefore” – What’s that therefore there for?  

 This is saving faith 

b. vv.23-24 – This wasn’t just written so that we could all applaud Abraham. It 

was written so that we could know that our justification comes by faith, and 

what the characteristics of that faith are.  

c. “…as those who believe in Him…” 

 Paul’s starts us off on Abraham’s journey 

d. Delivered over because of our transgressions 

e. Raised because of our justification 

f. Doesn’t it make complete sense why Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “I 

determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him 

crucified.” (1 Corinthians 1:21) 

C. Results of Justification, 5:1-11 

 Justification – Let’s go back and define what this is based on what Paul just argued 

i. To be reckoned (credited) with righteousness, 4:3 This is an imputation! 

a. Justification is the imputation of good. It is not just the negative removal of sin; 

it is the positive imputation of good. 

ii. Our sins are not taken into account, 4:8 

2. Peace with God, v.1 

i. Objective 

a. Objectively, this peace is the cessation of hostility 

b. Ephesians 2:14; Romans 5:10; Colossians 1:20 

c. [Discussion Question]: Why is it important to know that we have peace with 

God from an objective standpoint? 

 Because there will be times when our hearts and minds tell us otherwise. If 

we can’t find assurance in the promise of God, we’re going to be a in a 

world of hurt. 1 John 3:19-20  

ii. Subjective  

a. Philippians 4:7  

 Guards feelings 

 Guards thoughts 

                                                 
24 Worksheet has been attached at the end of this study 
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 [Discussion Question]: What things do you experience when you don’t 

feel at peace with a situation? 

b. Indicates a state of mind that is at rest about one’s relationship with God 

 The relationship with God is set and stable; consistent (through faith!) 

 There’s no question if He’s going to love us today 

c. Indicates an ability to answer the accusations of the devil and maybe the 

accusation of your conscience from time to time 

 Peace can tell our conscience, even though it’s hurting, that we’re still 

okay with God 

d. Takes away the fear of the final judgment  

3. Introduced to Grace, v.2a 

i. “Introduction” (translated as “access” by others) – προσαγωγή (prosagōgē)  

a. This word has two great meanings: 

 “It is the regular word for introducing or ushering someone into the 

presence of royalty.”25 

 Ephesians 2:18 

 “In late Greek it is the word for the place where ships come in. It is the 

word for harbor or a haven.”26 

 How glorious the thought that we are being told here that we have 

already arrived! 

b. “The rendering ‘access’ is inadequate, as it leaves out of sight the fact that we 

do not come in our own strength but need an ‘introducer’ – Christ.”27 

c. This is a perfect tense verb. What that tells us is that there is a past completed 

action with present continuing results. Therefore this introduction that we 

have is permanent, standing possession. 

ii. By faith – is there any wonder why this is here after the last chapter? 

iii. We stand – “to persist, continue, persevere”28 

a. Not to be tossed back and forth (cf. Ephesians 4:14; 6:13) 

4. Exultation (rejoicing), vv.2b-11 

i. In the hope of the glory of God, v.2b 

a. [Discussion Question]: What is it about the glory of God that we hope for? 

 It is the glory of God that takes us from Romans 3:23 to Romans 3:24 

 We shall be like He is (that is the fullness of His glory), 1 John 3:2 

b. Colossians 1:27 

c. 2 Corinthians 3:18, though the consummation is yet to be revealed, Romans 

8:18; 1 John 3:2 

d. “Hope” does not mean wishful thinking, like we might use it in our common 

language today. “Hope” literally means “joyful and confident expectation”.29 

(italics mine) 

                                                 
25 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans (The Daily Study Bible Series; Philadelphia, PA.: Westminster Press, 

1957), 71. 
26 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans (The Daily Study Bible Series; Philadelphia, PA.: Westminster Press, 

1957), 71. 
27 William Sanday and Arthur C. Headlam, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle of Romans (9th ed.; 

New York, NY.: Charles Scribers Sons, 1907), 121. 
28 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

308 (#2476). 
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ii. In suffering, vv.3-10 

a. Stop for just a minute and think about this: Suffering…produces. 

 Do we know about suffering? Psalm 90:10 – Yeah, we’re familiar with it 

because life is full of it 

 God produces something out of our suffering that cannot be achieved by 

any other means 

 Romans 8:16-17 

 Hebrew 5:7-8 

 James 1:2-4, 12; 5:11 

 1 Peter 1:6-9; 4:1-2; 5:10 

 The journey: tribulation  perseverance  proven character  hope  

no disappointment 

 Tribulation: suffering, metaphorical word for “a pressing down” (like a 

wine press)30 

 “It is thus used of dire calamity…almost invariably used in a 

figurative sense to denote serious trouble…It does not refer to 

minor inconveniences, but to real hardships.”31 

 Perseverance: the ability to wait out the storm (as opposed to the quick 

tempered or ready quitter) 

 Who is the Biblical example of perseverance? (Job) He was driven 

to such desperation that all he could do was trust, and what was his 

outcome? 

 Proven character: δοκιμή (dokimē) “is used of metal which has been 

passed through the fire so that everything base has been purged out of 

it. It is used of coinage as we use the word sterling.”32 

 Hope – see discussion above 

 No disappointment – Psalm 112 (especially v.7); Proverbs 1:33 

 The “love of God” has been poured into our hearts, v.5 

 If we could ever truly believe in our heart of hearts that the love of 

God does not disappoint us, we’d never trust in anything else. 

 To be honest, I feel inadequate to convey the depth of God’s love 

for us. I wish I knew how, but I don’t. But I am convinced that if 

we really knew how much God loves us we’d been done with sin, 

full of evangelism, and a people who have no chance of being 

knocked off our faith. 

b. The “why”, vv.6-10 

 [Discussion Question]: What is your “why”? Why do you get out of bed? 

Why do you love those around you? Why do you do what you do? 

                                                                                                                                                             
29 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

205 (#1680).  
30 Gerhard Kittel et al., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 1985), 

139. 
31 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 119, 220. 
32 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans (The Daily Study Bible Series; Philadelphia, PA.: Westminster Press, 

1957), 73. 
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 γάρ (gar) – see notes on 1:16  

 Paul is telling us how these connect; He’s giving us the “why” in 

regards to our exultation in suffering. 

 Look at the description of who we were: “helpless” (v.6), “ungodly” (v.6), 

“sinners” (v.8), and “enemies” (v.10). 

 Just how bad were we (are we, if you’re not justified)? Isaiah 59:2; 

Ephesians 2:1-3;  

 What, then, do helpless, ungodly, sinning enemies of God have to hope 

about?  

 Salvation, v.10 

 Why do they hope in salvation? Jesus Christ is our “why”! 

 Christ died for them (helpless, ungodly, sinning enemies), v.6 

 “one will hardly die for a righteous man…”, v.7 

 Paul isn’t making a progression here, but stating a simple fact. 

People hardly ever step in to die for another person, and if they do, 

it would be for a righteous or good man (that is, somebody that’s 

good enough to deserve our life for his…think spouse or kids, etc.) 

 Who is stepping up to die for Ted Kaczynski? Timothy McVeigh?  

Spiritually, because of sin, we’re no better than the Unabomber or 

OKC bomber, yet Christ died for us. 

 Justified, v.9 

 “Much more then...” – If Christ would die for men while they were 

yet helpless, ungodly, sinning enemies, how much more will He 

bring them to salvation now that they are justified by faith. 

 Saved from the wrath of God, v.9 

 They have been reconciled, v.10 

c. [Discussion Questions]: If being able to rejoice in suffering is a result of being 

justified by faith, why doesn’t this happen outside of justification? 

 Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 3:16; Galatians 5:25 

 If we are not justified by grace through faith, then we have no peace with 

God, and we have no introduction or present standing of grace. 

 Romans 5:5 – the love of God is poured out within us through the Holy 

Spirit. The New Testament is clear that we only get the Holy Spirit 

through baptism, which is the point that we also receive our justification. 

iii. In God, v.11 

a. To put our hope in anything other than God is to set us up for failure 

b. If riches, poverty, health, sickness, death, or life…I’ll deal with it if my hope is 

in God. 

c. If my hope is in an evangelistic church, a nation won for God, or anything else, 

affliction will cause me to lose hope. 

d. “What you hope for governs your entire life.” – Richard Rogers 

e. Do you see now why hope is a joyful, confident expectation? Because if our 

hope is based on God, then it’s as sure and certain as the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ 

D. The Source of Justification and Sin, Romans 5:12-21 
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 “There is no passage of the New Testament…which is more difficult for a modern 

mind to understand.”33 (regarding 5:12-21; cf. 2 Peter 3:15-16) 

1. “Therefore” – anytime you have a therefore you have to have a before 

i. Romans 4:1-5:21 is still all connected to Romans 3:21-31 (in fact, all the way 

through chapter 8 is connected to Romans 3:21-31). 

2. Paul is going to answer two questions here: 

i. Is there condition that enables you to participate in Adam’s act of sin?  

ii. Is there a condition that enables you to participate in Christ’s act of righteousness? 

3. Death through sin, vv.12-14 

i. 3 Facts and 1 condition, v.12 

a. Fact 1: Through one man sin entered 

Condition: none 

b. Fact 2: Death came through sin 

Condition: none 

c. Fact 3: Death spread to all men 

Condition: Because all sinned (cf. Ezekiel 18:1-20) 

ii. Law was always in the world, vv.13-14 

a. If man sinned, what was in the world? Law (cf. Romans 2:12; 4:15; 5:13) 

b. Here I confess my confusion and inconsistency into the “Missing Definite 

Article” theory34. Verse 13 is missing the definite article in the original 

language, yet at this point I believe it is a necessary addition. It is necessary 

because if you remove it from the logical argument, the reasoning falls apart 

in verses 13 and 14. 

 Some commentators remark that Paul could be talking about any formal 

kind of law that may have come before the Law of Moses, but without a 

verse to conclude that, and the strength of “death reigned from Adam until 

Moses (who gave The Law)”, I’m unpersuaded.  

c. Sin like Adam’s, v.14 

 Adam’s sin introduced sin into world 

 Adam’s sin introduced spiritual death 

 Adam’s sin introduced physical death 

 Adam’s sin lost Eden for all men 

 Adam’s sin lost the Tree of Life 

 Adam’s sin brought on the curse 

 Adam’s sin brought on a curse on the ground 

 Adam’s sin imposed “sweat” and “pain” 

 We are talking about special things about His sin that don’t apply to any 

others’ sin. Our sins bring separation between us and God, Adam’s sin 

ushered sin into the world (v.12). 

d. Adam a type of Jesus 

 They certainly weren’t the same, but you only have to be like somebody in 

one way to be like them, even if the rest of you is completely unlike them. 

                                                 
33 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans (The Daily Study Bible Series; Philadelphia, PA.: Westminster Press, 

1957), 77. 
34 See Romans 3:20 and footnote 
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 Jesus is like Adam in that He also ushered into the world a universal result 

by one act 

e. Summary of vv.12-14: By one act, Adam introduced a condition into the world 

which brought about a universal result by man’s participation. 

4. Comparing/Contrasting Adam and Jesus 

i. Transgression and Grace from one to the many, v.16 

ii. Judgement and Justification, v.16 

iii. Death and life, v.17 

iv. Condemnation and Righteousness, v.18 

v. Disobedience and Obedience, v.19 

vi. Grace trumps sin, vv.20-21 

5. “Whatever else we may say about Paul’s argument this we can say – it is completely 

true that man was ruined by sin and rescued by Christ.”35 

E. Objections to the Doctrine of Justification met, Romans 6:1-7:25 

 It seems that Paul’s teaching on justification would result in three faulty assumptions 

that he will address in chapters 6 and 7 

i. Doctrine of Justification encourages sin, 6:1-14 

a. If sin magnifies grace, and we want grace to be magnified among people, then 

we should sin. 

ii. Doctrine of Justification allows for sin, 6:15-7:6 

a. If I can’t be reckoned for sin, then I can sin and it doesn’t make a difference. 

iii. Doctrine of Justification makes the Law sin, 7:7-25  

1. Should we encourage sin?, Romans 6:1-14 

i. Objection, v.1 

ii. Protest, v.2 

a. Double emphatic in the Greek, which connotes the strongest form of emphasis 

b. Paul is answering his own objection with, “No! Never!” 

c. What you, as a parent, tell your child to let them know how serious you are that 

your final answer is “No!” is what should be inserted here. 

d. The emphasis could lead one to believe that Paul is a bit indignant here about 

this thought that we should encourage sin so that grace might be magnified.  

iii. Reminder, vv.3-4 

a. “Do you not know…” = they know! 

b. Paul’s point isn’t the death. Death is the means to get to his point: “walk in 

newness of life.” This is in opposition to the idea that we should “continue in 

sin”. 

iv. Consequence, vv.5-6 

a. If we died with Him, we didn’t stay dead. We were raised, not as our old self, 

but to walk in that “newness of life.” 

b. “our old self was crucified”  

 Crucifixion brought death 100% of the time. We cannot be baptized and 

then keep on doing what we always did. That’s as stupid and as disgusting 

as a dog returning to its vomit (Proverbs 26:11) 

c. Body of sin done away with, rendered powerless 

                                                 
35 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans (The Daily Study Bible Series; Philadelphia, PA.: Westminster Press, 

1957), 82. 
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d. “no longer be slaves to sin” – again, he’s answering that notion that we should 

encourage sin 

v. Principle, v.7 

a. When we die, all debts are canceled and all ties are broken. We’ve all heard the 

idiom and insult: “You’re dead to me.” 

b. When we die spiritually, all debts are canceled and all ties (to sin) are broken. 

We’re dead to it. 

vi. Conviction, vv.8-10 

a. [Discussion Question]: To live with Christ has deep implications. What are 

some of those implications? 

 cf. Luke 9:23 

b. Jesus lives! 

 Too often the resurrection of Jesus stops in our minds at the realm of 

theological truth that evidences His Sonship, the inspiration of Scripture, 

etc. His resurrection is that and more! Jesus really lives! 

 Matthew 28:20; Ephesians 1:18-23 (esp. vv.19,22); Romans 8:13 

vii. Call, v.11 

a. This is an imperitive! 

 λογίζομαι (logízomai) – “It conveys the idea of reckoning or calculating… 

 …The present tense points to a continuing process; this goes on 

throughout the Christians life.”36 

b. This is the first exhortation in the epistle. 

c. But we might say, “I don’t feel dead to sin.” 

 Romans 4:17 – God says you are, and so you are.  

 Agree with what God said about you. God said we’re dead to sin, quit 

walking around saying you’re not.  

 When we walk around saying we’re not dead to sin, it zaps our motivation 

to live for Him and talk about Him. Why? Because we’re ashamed, and 

we don’t talk about things or publicly live for things we’re ashamed of. 

viii. Command, vv.12-13 

a. Consciously – This is a conscious, willful act, not involuntary (like the heart 

muscles) 

b. Continually – cf. Luke 9:23 

c. Comprehensively – “the members of your body” – Make your list! 

 In 4-H I recited the pledge: 

I pledge my head to clearer thinking 

My heart to greater loyalty 

My hands to larger service 

My health to better living 

For my club, my community, my country, and my world. 

 What if we woke up every morning and pledged the members of our 

bodies to God? 

 I pledge my eyes to look only at what is holy 

I pledge my hands to work heartily, as if working for You and not men 

                                                 
36 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 256. 
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I pledge my ears to listen to only that which is uplifting and sanctified 

I pledge my mouth to speaking only that which glorifies You and 

edifies others 

… 

 Mind, body, sexuality, family, anger, preaching style, plans, job, etc. 

ix. Promise, v.14 

a. Sin has no way of demanding anything from you anymore.  

b. Brethren, if that doesn’t give us confidence then they might as well kick the dirt 

in on us. 

c. Here’s the problem we have with this teaching in Romans 6:3-14: We say, “If 

I’m really dead to sin, then why do I still give in to it and why is the desire to 

give into it so strong?” 

 Dual concept of “death to sin” 

 One-time occurrence at conversion (Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 6:14) 

 Continual process (2 Corinthians 4:16; 5:14-15) 

 Or maybe it’s because we don’t’ really believe it, or we’re scared that if 

we really did believe it we’d have to give up to many things we don’t 

really want to give up. If that’s the case then we never really gave 

ourselves to walking in “newness of life”. 

2. Should we allow sin?, Romans 6:15-7:6 

 This question arises out of what we already asked before beginning in Romans 6, 

and also out of what was said in Romans 6:14 

i. Slaves (Paul admits that this illustration is to appeal to their humanity, and as such 

every facet of slavery shouldn’t be alluded to in the illustration, 6:19) 

a. 2 men: slaves to sin and slaves to righteousness 

 To be a slave to sin is to allow sin to have dominion over you 

 Romans 3:9; John 8:34 

 Sin is a slave-driver, and when we submit ourselves to its power, we 

do exactly what it tells us to do. [Discussion Question]: Discuss how 

this happens to us. 

 To be a slave of sin results in death 

 To be a slave to righteousness is to allow righteousness to have dominion 

over you 

 2 Timothy 2:19; John 14:15 

 Righteousness is a slave-driver, and when we submit ourselves to its 

power, we do exactly what it tells us to do. 

 To be a slave of obedience results in righteousness 

 Let’s reason: 

 If you’re a slave to sin and you do good, does that make you any 

better? 

 If you’re a slave to righteousness and do bad, does that make you any 

worse? 

b. Before and after, 6:17-18 

 Slave of sin – this was before you were converted/baptized 

 Obedient from the heart 

 Not just a ritual 
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A Possible Outline for Romans 7: 

  I. Christian Not Under Law, 7:1-6 

 II. Law Not Sinful, 7:7-13 

III. Law Cannot Deliver, 7:14-25 

 Not flippant 

 From a mind that is convinced and a heart that is convicted 

 Obeyed a form of teaching 

 Teaching: Contextually, the teaching is the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus 

 Form: Contextually, baptism is the form of teaching that saves us by 

connecting us with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 

c. Where we are led to, 6:19 

 By sin: we are being led to further lawlessness 

 Ephesians 4:17-19 – These two verses are horrifying if we grasp what 

they are trying to tell us 

 By righteousness: we are being led to sanctification 

 Sanctification is the same word as holy, which means to be set apart 

 cf. 1 Peter 1:15-16 

 This is something that happens (1 Corinthians 6:11) and continues to 

happen (2 Timothy 2:2137). 

d. Freedoms depending on our position as slaves, 6:20-23 

 When we are slaves of sin: we are not bound by anything to practice 

righteousness, and our only benefit is death.  

 When we are slaves of righteousness: we are not bound by anything to 

practice sin, and our benefit is life. 

 Summary statement, 6:23 

e. To conclude it all: No, we shouldn’t even allow for sin because we’ve gained a 

new position by which we submit ourselves to obey our master which is 

righteousness. 

 Maybe Paul says it better in Titus 2:11-14 

ii. Law, 7:1-6 

 Paul is not starting a new answer here, just a different way of addressing what 

he’s been talking about since 6:15.  However, now it seems that he is zeroing 

in on the Jews (7:1). Especially since he makes mention of “the Law” (definite 

article present in the original Greek as translated in NASB through verse 7) 

a. Law has jurisdiction (therefore, we’re 

needing a death to happen) 

b. The illustration and connection, 7:2-4 

 The law binding two people to 

marriage 

 The binding of the wife to the law of the marriage (that is, the laws the 

man puts upon the household), 7:2b 

 Connecting the illustration, 7:4 

 We have changed masters, which is parallel to the illustration he used 

with slaves 

c. The result of which person we’re married to, 7:4-6  

 Married to Jesus after dying: bear fruit for God 

                                                 
37 The verb for “sanctified” or “made holy” found in this verse is a perfect tense verb. For discussion on this tense 

see the explanation from Romans 5:2 
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 He’s still answering the question: Should we allow sin? and the answer 

is still “No!” 

 Married to the Law: bear fruit for death 

 We have been released! Same as having been freed from sin 

3. Is the Law sin? 7:7-25 

 The result of the teaching that through the Law we bear fruit for death, some 

might say that the Law is sinful, to which Paul will object in 7:7-25 

i. The question: Is the Law sin? 

a. A Jewish-Christian is going to have some major objections if you say the Law 

is sin 

b. The Christian is going to have some major objections if you say that Law is sin, 

for then that makes God a minister of sin and a tempter (cf. Galatians 2:17; 

James 1:13) 

c. Therefore, this question is brought up for: 

 The Jew/Christian who might take offense. 

 The Gentile who might try to point at the Jew and mock him as one who 

has been following a system of sin his whole life. 

ii. The intent of the Law 

a. Law makes us aware of sin, 7:7-9 

 Law tells us what’s wrong, just like it told Paul what coveting was 

 Sin seized opportunity through the Law, that is it used law to covet every 

way namely possible 

 “For apart from the Law sin is dead” – Sin wouldn’t have had opportunity 

if there was no law. How can you break a law if there isn’t one? 

 Once alive apart from Law, 7:9 

 [Discussion Question]: When a child steals, do we label him a thief 

and throw him in jail? Why not? 

 cf. Isaiah 7:15-16; Deuteronomy 1:39 (cf. Numbers 32:11) 

 What this indicates is that there is a point where we don’t just know 

right and wrong, but we clearly understand the consequences of such 

actions on a deeper level 

b. Law makes us aware of sins consequence, 7:10-11 

 The consequence is death, but the commandment was there for life! 

 [Discussion Question]: How are laws intended to produce life? 

 Sin seizes opportunity and deceives. [Discussion Question]: How does 

sin deceive us in regard to the law? (see Genesis 3:4; 1 Timothy 2:14) 

 Sin used law’s power to bring death, though that wasn’t the intent of law 

 Sin worked “through law” vv.7,8,11,13. 

c. The Law is holy, righteous, and good, 7:12 

 It’s intent was life and to make us aware when we fail 

 To any law-abiding citizen, the law is good. It keeps us safe and it keeps 

us in good standing if we obey it. 

 Do we understand now why the Psalmist loved the law?  

Psalm 119:48,97,127 

 The Law was meant to lead people to Jesus, Galatians 3:24 

 John 5:39-47 (special attention on verses 39 and 46) 
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 Luke 24:44-47 – The Law (and whole Old Testament) was written 

about Jesus 

 2 Timothy 3:14-15 

d. Law vs. sin, 7:13 

 It wasn’t law that was sin, it was sin that was sin. 

 Law does not solicit us to sin. Our sin solicits us to sin. 

To illustrate: The “Don’t Touch. Wet Paint” sign does not solicit our 

husbands to swipe a finger across the paint. His own desire within him 

to test or break that law is what solicits him.  

 “Rather it was sin, in order that it was shown to be sin” 

 The law was the light that revealed the parasite of sin crawling all over 

our lives 

 For this reason, we should be grateful for law! It’s like medical testing, 

it might not be fun and it might not reveal what we want it to reveal, 

but we’re thankful if it reveals something that we need out of our 

bodies. 

 “Sin would become utterly sinful” 

 cf. Romans 5:20 

iii. The Struggle Illustrated, 7:14-2538 

a. “For” - γάρ (gar) – see notes on 1:16  

 Most translations will have a heading break at this point. This can be 

detrimental in helping our mind see that v.14 is explaining what Paul just 

concluded in v.13. The heading break creates a separation in our mind. 

 The question under discussion here is still “Is the Law sin?” (in essence, 

“Does the Law work death?”). So Paul answers by showing what the Law 

does work: it works to make sin utterly sinful (which connects verse 13 

with verse 14 via the “gar” conjunction) 

b. 3 confessions 

 I do what I hate and don’t do what I ought 

 Sin dwells in me 

 Evil is present in me 

c. What, then, was it that allowed him to come to these conclusions in order to 

confess them? 

 The Law, vv.16,22 

 7:14-25 is not the Christian who struggles with life, but rather the sinner 

who understands his utter sinfulness (v.13) because of the law’s work in 

his life. That man can even be one who wants to please God, but has not 

overcome sin through faith, immersion, and walking in newness of life by 

his newfound death to sin. 

 Too often we come to this text trying to figure out whether this man is 

a Christian or pre-Christian (The above bullet states my conclusion of 

the matter). However, the essence of this passage is proving that the 

Law is not sin, but rather something that is holy, righteous, and good. 

                                                 
38 For a worksheet explaining why this passage is talking about an unregenerate man, see the end of this study. 
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 The Conclusion: Even though I agree with what the Law says about my 

sin, it cannot deliver me. However, Law does point me to Christ 

(Galatians 3:24 and see discussion from 7:12). 

d. “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (v.25) Paul can’t help but 

exalt Jesus here. It’s the only logical conclusion following a testimony which 

shows that law cannot save a man, only Christ can! 

 Most likely this is Paul describing his pre-Christian self, Saul of Tarsus, 

and his joy that Jesus utterly saved him from his utterly sinful life. 

 Why does he talk in the first person active tense then? Research the 

literary term: Historical Present  

e. “On the one hand…” – Paul serving two masters? 

 Paul is still pointing out the work of the Law, not as a minister of death 

but as a ministry of leading us to Christ. What was it that revealed in him 

that he was serving “with my flesh the law of sin”? The law! 

iv. Application 

a. [Discussion Question]: With all of this talk about the Law, what can we as 

Christians take from it? 

 We still have a law to follow, though we are not under law. (Even God did 

not intend for the Israelites to be under the Old Law, Romans 9:30-32). 

 That law shows us what’s wrong and how wrong it is, just like the Old 

Law. 

 There’s the saying that Grace Justifies but Law Sanctifies, but Paul’s 

argument here is that law is powerless in regard to not just justification, 

but also sanctification.  

 The blood of Jesus sanctifies us (Hebrews 10:10) and continues to 

keep us perfect while we are being sanctified (Hebrews 10:14, present 

passive tense verb). 

b. At this point, do we yet understand the power of sin? 

 The wrath of God is poured out against it, 1:18 

 It brings about tribulation and distress, 2:10 

 All are under the dominion of sin, 3:9 

 It brings about death (5:12), judgment (5:16), and condemnation (5:18) 

 It is a master/slave-driver, 6:16 

 It has an unquenchable thirst, 6:19 

 It bears fruit for death, 7:5 

 It deceives me, 7:11 

 The believer should not even entertain the idea of it, Romans 6-7 

 Why would we ever toy with such a dangerous foe? 

 Maybe the better question: at this point do we understand our power over 

sin and temptation? 

 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 2:1; Romans 6:12 

 If we understand Romans so far, never again can we say, “I just can’t 

help it.” 

4. How We Overcome Sin, Romans 8:1-39 

 “Therefore” – we’re dead to sin’s power, we’re free from sins slavery, we’ve 

escaped sins power through the law…“Therefore” 
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 God has made ever provision possible for us to get to heaven. If we’re lost, we 

chose to be lost. 

 It’s unfathomable why someone would walk away from God if they truly 

understand this chapter. 

 Once saved always saved isn’t true, but it almost is. This chapter and its 

assurance of salvation is as close as we get to it. 

i. Spirit-Given Life, 8:1-4 

a. “No condemnation” or “No sort/kind of condemnation”, v.1 

 Not from the devil, not from the brethren, not from the world, not from 

yourself. Why? Because there’s none from God. 

 Why is there none from God? Because of Justification – we’re credited 

with His righteousness (1:17; 4:3) and our sins are not taken into account 

(4:8) 

 “In Christ Jesus” cf. Colossians 3:3 (ask: According to Romans, how do 

we die, Romans 6:3-7) 

 It’s now! It’s continual! This was not just a point of salvation declaration. 

b. Law of Sin and Death, v.2 

 When you sin you die. It’s the law from the garden (Genesis 2:17;  

James 1:15b) 

 How many are under this law? All (1:18-3:20) – that is all who have not 

“obeyed that form of teaching” (6:17) 

c. Law of the Spirit of Life, v.2 

 John 3:3,5 

 John 7:37-39 

 Romans 7:6 

 Titus 3:5 – Spirit is involved in our conversion 

 What does the Spirit give? Life! 1 Corinthians 15:45; 2 Corinthians 3:6 

 If we walk according to the Spirit (and His law) the guarantee is life. 

This is in direct contrast to the Law of Sin which can only bring death 

(cf. Galatians 3:11). 

 “…it is the life-giving power of the Holy Ghost, ruling as a law within the 

heart…a power that causes the defeat of sin and leads the liberated person 

into ways of goodness and love.”39 

d. Weakness of the Law, v.3 

 What could law not do? Whatever what we needed. 

 Justify, Galatians 3:11; 2:16; Romans 3:20 

 Perfect, Hebrews 7:19; 9:9; 10:1 

 Give life, Galatians 3:21 

 Give freedom, Acts 13:39  

 Take away sin, Hebrews 10:4 

 Where did the law get its weakness? From our flesh. Remember: the Law 

was holy, righteous, and good (7:12). 

e. God did – What beautiful words!, v.3 

                                                 
39 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 301. 
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 Likeness of sinful flesh – Christ in the flesh, Philippians 2:7-8 

 An offering for sin – concerning sin, for the purpose of taking care of the 

sin problem 

 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 5:2; Romans 4:25 

 Hebrews 9:27-28 – He died for since once, and will not come back to 

deal with it again 

 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 – He conquered sin!  

 God was pleased to do this, Isaiah 53:10; John 3:16 

 Condemned sin in the flesh 

 Rendered sin useless, without application  

 He deal with sin fully, Hebrews 10:10 (“once for all”) 

f. The purpose – “So that…”, v.4 

 “Requirement” in singular in the Greek. What, then, is the single 

requirement of the law? Perfection (Matthew 5:48; Galatians 3:10;  

1 Peter 1:15-16) 

 “Fulfilled in us” not by us – the verb is passive, which means it’s being 

done to us, 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 Who is the “us”? – Those walking according to the Spirit 

 Paul introduces a contrast that will continue through a good part of this 

chapter: Spirit vs. Flesh 

 “Flesh” is the entire unregenerate life; a lifestyle of only gratifying the 

lusts of what the body wants 

 [Discussion Question]: What does it mean to walk according to the 

flesh and according to the Spirit? 

 Walk: Too often we count a man faithful by what he believes, rather 

than by the life that he lives. (The doctrinal man vs the relational man) 

 Spirit: Do we really have a grasp on what the gift of the Holy Spirit is 

(Acts 2:38)? Many want to say it is supernatural gifts. No, it’s better 

than that. It’s being able to win when we come up against Satan. 

Every. Single. Time. 

 Ephesians 3:16-17; Galatians 5:16-24; Philippians 2:13;  

2 Corinthians 3:18 

ii. Spirit-Controlled Mind, 8:5-8 

a. [Discussion Question]: How do I set my mind on the flesh or on the Spirit? Is 

this different from walking in the spirit/flesh? 

 These are in opposition to one another, and cannot coexist, Galatians 5:14 

 cf. Matthew 16:23 – Peter was not being wicked, but rather was looking at 

things from a purely worldly point of view. Do we sometimes have the 

wants of the flesh as our complete focus of our life? This is not the walk of 

the Spirit-dwelt man. 

 To be set on something is to be intent on it. The man of flesh and the man 

of the Spirit will respectively be consumed by that quality.  

b. Guaranteed Results! 

 Flesh = death and unpleasing to God, vv.6,8 

 Spirit = life and peace, v.6 

 Why these results are guaranteed: 
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 Flesh 

 Our flesh is hostile (literally hatred) and rebellious – it’s only 

desire is self, and as such it fight against anything that tries to 

starve it of that gratification. In fact, Paul says it’s totally incapable 

of doing so (that’s why we must have the Spirit to overcome sin).  

  It cannot please God. Was there a man in Chapter 7 that couldn’t 

please God even though he wanted to? That’s because he was in 

the flesh and not in the Spirit. 

 There’s no way we can follow Christ without the cross of self-

denial (Luke 9:23).  

 It completely cuts us off from the Spirit that gives life. 

 Spirit 

 The Holy Spirit is Trinitarian (Romans 8:9-11: “Spirit” “Spirit of 

Christ” “Spirit of God” “If Christ is in you” “Spirit of Him who 

raised Jesus from the dead is in you”) 

 Can God sin? So then can the Spirit sin? So if we set our mind and 

our walk on the Spirit, will it ever lead us into sin? 

 Through His power working in us (Ephesians 3:16), God’s 

commands become God’s enablings. 

 “When one is constantly responsive to the direction of the 

Spirit…this peace will mean the enjoyment of all that 

reconciliation with God means, a peace that pervades the whole of 

life and cannot be dispelled by the conflicts life brings.”40 

 How do we get a Spirit-controlled mind? By having a Spirit-dwelt body. 

iii. Spirit-Dwelt Body, vv.9-11 

a. Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

 Another reason we find that baptism is not only essential, but that it is the 

point at which we are saved. For we get the spirit at baptism (Acts 2:38), 

and without that Spirit we are “none of His”. 

b. Body dead 

 Body of sin – Romans 6:6,12; 7:24 

 The death of the body:  

 What does our flesh contain? Sin 

 What does sin cause? Death 

 How then did our body die? Through baptism into Christ 

 This is why it is essential that we understand Romans 6:3-7. When we 

were baptized, our body of sin literally died (cf. Colossians 2:11-12). 

We’re alive to the Spirit now. So when we choose to gratify the flesh, 

it’s not because the flesh is begging for it, it’s because our minds 

choose to. In doing so we’re literally feeding a dead animal. 

 The body no longer makes demands (not our master). If we believe it 

does, then we’ve bought into Satan’s lie (John 8:44). He wants us to 

                                                 
40 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 306. 
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believe that our flesh is still begging for sustenance and cannot be 

quieted.  

c. Spirit alive 

 [Discussion Question]: Spirit or spirit? Why? 

 What gives our spirit life? Righteousness. Whose righteousness? God’s 

 Isn’t this what Paul says the gospel is? The power of God (1:16) and 

the revelation of His righteousness (1:17) 

d. Assurance of our hope 

 “Life to your mortal bodies” – contextually, this is at the resurrection. Our 

dead bodies will be raised, then transformed. 

 Christ was raised in the same body He had before He died. The tomb 

was empty (Luke 24:1-6) and His resurrected body still had the scars 

from the crucifixion (John 20:25, 27). Since Christ's resurrection is the 

pattern that our resurrection will follow (Philippians 3:20-21; 1 

Corinthians 15:49), then we can conclude that we also will be raised 

with our bodies. 

 Philippians 3:20-21: Our humble bodies will be transformed 

 John 5:28-29: Those in the tombs (dead bodies) will hear His voice 

and be raised 

 1 Corinthians 15:42,53 – perishable becomes imperishable, mortal 

becomes immortal 

 Romans 8:23 – redemption of our body 

 An overall picture of life in the body (now) and life to the body (future) is 

given in these verses. We overcome now and will overcome then by the power 

of the Spirit! 

iv. Spirit-Controlled Walk, 8:12-17 

a. Obligation – “debt”41 

 Not to the flesh – this is the same type of talk as chapter 6 where Paul tells 

us that we are no longer alive to the flesh or enslaved by the flesh 

 We owe nothing to the flesh. If a company sends you a bill for a service it 

didn’t give you, will you pay it? No, because you have no obligation to 

pay that bill. 

 The warning (v.13): Again, flesh brings death. If we really understand 

this, then are we making steps to rid ourselves of a life controlled by the 

flesh? The only way to do so is to have a Spirit-dwelt body that sets its 

mind on the Spirit. 

 What is our obligation? It’s to the Spirit 

b. “Putting to death” cf. Luke 21:16 

 By the Spirit – It is the energy of the Spirit, not the best white-knuckled 

determination of the flesh by which we overcome sin 

 Illustrate with strategies of overcoming war – The Patriot: When the main 

character and his boys follow the British for revenge, he tells them: “Start 

                                                 
41 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

469 (#3781). 
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with the officers and work your way down.” We methodically put to death 

that which is unholy within us. 

 Make a list of 5 habits that are ungodly that you want to end. Then do 

whatever it takes. My prayer is that one day we get serious about this. 

 “There is a living that is death and there is a putting to death that is life.”  

      – Leon Morris 

c. “Being led by” – present active  

 Where is the Spirit leading us? Towards God. And nobody walking 

towards God continues to frivolously enjoy the wonton pleasures of life. 

 “They not only belong to the family, 

they act like it!” – Ralph Earle, Jr. 

d. Spirit of Sonship 

 As opposed to a spirit of fear 

 Fear cripples us! We don’t even 

try because we’re scared to fail 

(Picture a kid too scared to jump 

out of the tree even though they 

saw the other kids having fun 

doing it) 

 This is worth making a big deal 

about! Hebrews 2:14-15; 1 John 4:18  

 “Abba! Father!” 

 Flying one day, I saw a little Jewish boy – no more than 2 years old – 

hold up his arms as if wanting to be held and saying, “Abba! Abba!” 

e. The Spirit’s Testimony 

 Children of God – 1 John 3:1 

 Heir – So we get our inheritance when God dies? Then what could this be 

talking about? Luke 15:11-32 

 The inheritance always belonged to him, v.12 

 The inheritance was always present with him, v.31 

 We will reign with Him (2 Tim 2:12) and we are seated with Him in 

the heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6) 

 What does Christ suffer with? Sin 

 Contextually, as we suffer through the killing of our sin, Hebrew 5:8 

 He also suffers for His righteousness (the cross) and ours (Acts 9:4), 

so also we suffer for the same. 

v. Spirit-Inspired Hope, 8:18-25 

a. A comparison, v.18 

 Illustrate with Olympic athletes. Time after time after time again you hear 

them talk about how hard they pushed their bodies to the brink of total 

exhaustion and then hear them say, “…but it was all worth it for this!” 

 [Discussion Question]: Do you dream/daydream of heaven? What do you 

dream about? 

 “Not worthy” – that is they have zero value whatsoever in comparison to 

what we will know. No wonder we exult even in our tribulation, 5:3 

Promises and Conditions 

What are some of the promises 

found in this chapter? 

What conditions must we 

meet? 

v.1 In Christ 

v.4 Walk in the Spirit 

v.9 Spirit dwells in you 

v.17 Suffer with Him 
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 What if you’re told you’re not worth it, or not worthy to be chosen for 

something, or that you’re worthless? That’s what our hope tells 

suffering. 

 This verse in and of itself is phenomenal. If we take it as a promise of 

God, it tells us that every single thing we suffer with in this present age is 

going to pale in comparison to the moment when we all gasp at the beauty 

of the glory of God. 

 “For if such sufferings are set over against the coming glory, they sink into 

insignificance.”42 

 Can we commit this verse to memory and recite it to each other in times of 

hardship, please? Thank you.  

b. Creation’s Longing, vv.19-22 

 Creation: Mankind or Actual Creation? 

 Mankind  

 did mankind not willingly sin and subject itself to futility? 

 then how do we fit in the transitional comparison he uses in v.22?  

 then what is the “freedom OF the glory of the children of God” as 

opposed to the “freedom AS the glory of the children of God”? 

 General Creation 

 Creation didn’t choose to be subjected, but was cursed because of 

Adam’s sin, Genesis 3:17-19 

 Creation rejoices, Psalm 96:12; 98:8; Isaiah 35:1; 55:12 

 “waits eagerly” – if you’ve ever had to stay in a hospital you know exactly 

what this phrase is describing. 

 The coming glory of creation 

 There is going to be a time when the full effects of sin are completely 

done away with and creation will stand forth in all its glory as God 

intended it to be. 

 Creation presently suffers, v.22 

 [Discussion Question]: Paul says to this fact, “We know.” How do we 

know this? 

 God cursed the earth to make man more dependent on Him 

c. The Christian’s Longing, vv.23-25  

 groan – στενάζω (stenazō) “groan, sigh, grumble complain strongly”43 Ever 

told a kid “No” and watched them loudly sigh with a groan? That the 

picture! cf. 2 Corinthians 5:4 (because we are burdened) 

 Firstfruits of the Spirit – Jewish custom of brining the first of the harvest 

to the temple to offer it to God (Leviticus 23:10-11). This set apart the 

whole harvest and carried with it the expectation that there would be more. 

 It’s not the whole harvest. In the same way, while we have the Spirit, 

we do not yet have all that is in store for us. 

 Again, “waiting eagerly” – see note above 

                                                 
42 Robert Jamieson et al., Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos 

Research Systems, Inc., 1997), Ro 8:18 (italics mine for emphasis). 
43 James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages With Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (electronic 

ed.; Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997). 
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 The redemption of our bodies 

 See study under “Spirit-Dwelt Body, Romans 8:9-11” 

 “The apostle is sure that bodily values will not be lost. In the end there 

will be not the survival of the immortal soul but the resurrection of the 

body.”44 

 Hope saves – saves from what? 

 Contextually, it saves us from totally denying God in the midst of 

suffering and in the midst of struggling with sin. 

 Paul gives us assurance that we have not yet seen it, but that we do 

(again) eagerly wait for it. 

d. Application 

 Jesus’ second coming is certain. [Discussion Question]: Honestly, do we 

get excited about this? 

 If we truly set our hope in this, what would be the outcome when we have 

days that are seemingly hand delivered by Satan from the pits of hell? 

 Consider Paul – he was unfazed. At one point he was falsely 

imprisoned, shipwrecked, got to an island and gets bit by a snake. 

Threaten to kill him, “To die is gain!” 

Threaten to leave him alone, “To live is Christ!” 

Threaten to torture him, “I do not compare the suffering worthy to be 

compared” 

Threaten to imprison him, “Give me a hymnal and I’ll sing praises ‘til 

these walls fall down and I’ll convert all your prison guards.” 

 At this point, it’s easy to think the gospel is all about what I’m owed in the 

end. The gospel has zero to do about you. Go back to 1:18-3:20 if you 

need a reminder that you royally messed it up. This is all about what God 

is doing in us, to us, and for us by His power and by revealing His 

righteousness. 

vi. Spirit-Helped Prayer, 8:26-27 

a. “In the same way” – adding something more to what he’s been saying about the 

Spirit blessing us 

 The Spirit helps us be saved 

 The Spirit helps us be like Jesus in mind 

 The Spirit helps us be like Jesus in body 

 The Spirit helps us realize hope over and above suffering 

b. Weakness – is he saying that prayer is a weakness for us, or prayer is how we 

overcome our weakness. 

 Contextually we’re talking about overcoming sin. Do we utilize prayer 

like we should as a tool to overcome sin? 

 Notice that the weakness is not said to be removed. There’s something 

precious about knowing our weaknesses (cf. 2 Corinthians 12:9). Removal 

is not the goal. The goal, as we’ll see (v.37), is victory over the weakness 

through the power of God. 

                                                 
44 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 324. 
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c. The Spirit helps us 

 Remember who it is that pulls Christians out of the Slough of Despond in 

The Pilgrim’s Progress? Help 

 I bet if we sat down and journaled about all the ways God has helped us 

(over the day, week, month, year, life) we’d be blown away. Or I bet if 

you called a brother or sister up this week and had them over for pie and 

coffee and just talked about God has helped each one this week it’d be a 

highly encouraging conversation. (hint hint) 

 He comes to our aid by offering up intercessory prayers that are 

inexpressible – that is with thoughts and words that we didn’t even know 

were possible. 

d. Who is groaning? 

 Most translations attribute the groaning to the Spirit’s utterances on our 

behalf 

 There is considerable discussion, however, that the groaning isn’t 

belonging to the Spirit, but rather is ours. It’s in those unintelligible 

groanings of ours that the Spirit makes sense to the Father. 

 If we’re the one with the weakness, then doesn’t it make sense that we 

would be the ones groaning instead of the Spirit? 

 “for us” is part of the word intercede 

 “intercede” is a 2nd person pronoun in the attributive position in the 

genitive case 

 Literally: “He pleads our case for of us” (“of us” would be 

translated “our” in the common vernacular – as in “our” groanings) 

e. Intercession – One party pleading the case of the second party to a third party to 

which he is aggrieved or separated  

 He intercedes on behalf of the will of God, cf. 1 John 5:14-15 -=0 

 God (the One who searches the hearts) and the Spirit (who intercedes 

according to the will of God) are on the same page, 1 Corinthians 2:10-12. 

f. What immense power is found in these verses! What encouragement to never 

stop praying (cf. Luke 18:1)!  

vii. Working Out the Eternal Plan of God, 8:28-30 

 Notice the contrast in v.26 and v.28 – “we do not know” and “we know”  

We don’t know what to pray for, but what we do know is that God is working 

all things together for good 

a. God causes – again pointing out the sovereignty of God in our lives (cf. Acts 

17:26-27) 

 It would be a tragedy for us to think that God doesn’t ordain all things that 

happen, regardless of whether we deem them good or bad. 

 That sovereignty is the rock that praise and confidence rely on in the midst 

of any situation. If God isn’t sovereign to cause/ordain it, then He’s got no 

control in working it for good, nor does He have control over what 

happens next. 

b. Work together for good 

 What does “good” mean? – maybe the better question is: What does God 

consider “good” for us? Too often we interpret “good” through our finite, 
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happiness-driven emotions rather than on the all-knowing wisdom of our 

eternal God. 

 “all things” and “together” – we try to fit puzzle pieces together while God 

already sees the big picture. 

 It’s said that a good artist never makes a mistake, because what would 

seem to be a mistake is just absorbed into the piece as a design or 

pattern that enhances what’s already there. 

 God does not ever waste a moment. That’s difficult for us to 

comprehend, but God works “all things” for good. 

 [Discussion Question]: What are some Biblical examples of God taking 

seemingly horrible events to accomplish a good purpose? 

 Joseph, Genesis 50:20 (shows that it takes perspective and trust) 

 Paul getting shipped to Rome was an all-expenses paid trip, Acts 23:9; 

26:32; 27:1 (and guarded trip!) 

 Godless men crucifying Jesus achieves total redemption, Acts 2:23 

 This really is a silver bullet. If we’re honest, when it comes down to it the 

reason that we sin is because we don’t trust God’s good plan. 

 We get drunk because we want to escape reality instead of enduring it. 

 We watch porn because we think we need to be fulfilled right now. 

 We lie because we think we have to hide our mistakes rather than let 

the cross deal with them. 

 We steal because we think we need more than what God gives us. 

 However, if we’ll trust God’s plan – whether in plenty or in want – then 

we’ll be patient like Joseph and Job. 

c. Foreknowledge, predestination, and the blessings that follow 

 Predestination happens because God already knows (foreknowledge) who 

and who will not choose Him, Revelation 17:8 

 i.e. God foreknew a man in Isaiah 44-45, named him Cyrus, 

commissioned his job and task, and this was all about a 100 years 

before He was even a twinkle in his father’s eye. 

 [Discussion Question]: How would you describe the difference 

between Providence and Predestination? 

 Conformed – compare to what we would call a “non-conformist” 

 Literally, to participate in the form of His image.45 

 It’s like being shoved into a mold that we might look like a little 

Jesus. 

 This is a high standard that we have been called to, but I believe this is 

what we were created for (Genesis 1:26 – we’re created in His image 

(James 3:9), but have we attained His image?). 

 Jesus is the firstborn and we are His brethren. Mark 3 

 “Called” – by the gospel, 2 Thessalonians 2:14 

 “Justified” – by faith, Romans 3-4      all past tense 

 “Glorified” – Romans 8:17 

                                                 
45 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 333. 
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 2 Corinthians 3:18 – “transformed…from glory to glory” that is an 

ever-increasing glory 

 Present or future? Maybe both? We know that God speaks definitively 

even if things are yet future (Genesis 17:5; Luke 1:68). 

d. If this is true… 

 Do we really believe this? If so, what changes? 

 “Whatever my pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes”  

– Matt Redman (10,000 Reasons) 

 Are you still singing when the evening comes? If you believe that God is 

working all things together for good, then it’s a good time for singing (cf. 

James 5:13) 

e. Context?  

viii. Conquering Life in Christ, 8:31-39 (Three Questions and Answers) 

a. Who shall successfully oppose us? vv.31-32 

 How do we know that God is for us (v.31)? v.32 answers that. 

 Satan’s name literally means “adversary”. Therefore, he is going to oppose 

us. But can he successfully oppose us? 

b. Who shall successfully accuse us? vv. 33-34 

 Is Christ condemning us? 1 John 2:1-2  

 You cannot condemn me without condemning Christ. Why? Because 

Christ’s righteousness is my righteousness (The revelation of His 

righteousness!, Romans 1:17) 

 T condemn me all you have to do is remove the cross, fill the tomb, empty 

the throne, and shut Jesus’ mouth. This text says that Jesus died for me, 

was raised for me, reigns for me, and pleads my case (v.34). 

c. Who shall successfully separate us from the love of God? vv.35-39 

 Shall extreme hardship or torture?  

 Paul is proof that all of that (v.35) can’t separate you from Christ. 

 How do you “overwhelmingly conquer” or what does it mean to be “more 

than conquerors”?  

 “Convinced” or “persuaded” – an argument has been presented and I now 

hold a conviction based upon it. 

 Death nor life – That’s everything around us 

 Angels nor principalities – That’s everything above us 

 Present nor future – That’s everything regarding time 

 That’s the present with its temptations or the future with its 

uncertainties  

 Powers – That’s anything regarding strength (government, stronger men, 

etc. – cf. 2 Corinthians 1:8 

 This would be a big deal during the time Paul penned this 

 Height nor depth –  

 Astrology terms? – “The ancient world was haunted by the tyranny of 

the stars. They believed that a man was born under a certain star and 

thereby his destiny was settled. There are some who still believe that; 

but the ancient world was really haunted by this supposed domination 
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of a man’s life by the influence of the stars. Height was the time when 

a star was at its zenith, and when its influence was greatest; depth was 

the time when a star was at its lowest, waiting to rise and to put its 

influence on some man. Paul says to these haunted men of his age: 

‘The stars cannot hurt you. In their rising and their setting they are 

powerless to separate you from God’s love.’”46 

 or was there an idea that you could run from God? Psalm 139:7-10? 

 Anything leftover – The catch all in case you want to play “What if…?” 

ix. Begins with no condemnation and ends with no separation 

a. The Bible does not teach once saved always saved, but Romans 8 is about as 

close as you can get to it. 

 

 

Conclusion to the Doctrine of Justification: By faith we are credited with righteousness 

and through faith we are given the Spirit who helps us 

overwhelmingly conquer our flesh. 

  

                                                 
46 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans (The Daily Study Bible Series; Philadelphia, PA.: Westminster Press, 

1957), 126. 
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Chapters 9-11 are an illustration and vindication of the doctrine of justification by faith 

Outline: 

Israel’s Past Election: Romans 9 (verse 7) 

Israel’s Present Rejection: Romans 10 (verse 6a) 

Israel’s Future Restoration: Romans 11 (verse 6b) 

 

IV. Thesis of God’s Plan and the Warning to Not Lose Faith, 9:1-11:36 

A. The Apostles Intense Sorrow, 9:1-5 

1. 3-fold claim to telling the truth (makes you wonder if his genuineness was being 

challenged) 

2. Paul’s agony over his lost brethren? 

i. “great sorrow” and “unceasing grief” “in my heart”, v.2 

a. “heart” = the inward parts. It’s one thing to be sad because you see a car wreck. 

It’s another thing to be sad that your child died in that car wreck. 

b. At this point he hasn’t mentioned the Jews being the object of his sorrow, but 

“Paul, in the depth of his passion, does not deliberately state the cause of his 

grief, but leaves it to be implied. His grief was that the gospel had resulted in 

the rejection of the Jews.”47  

ii. “accursed” and “separated from Christ”, v.3 

3. [Discussion Question]: How concerned are we for the lost? Would you give up your 

salvation for someone else?  

4. Jewish Privileges (9) 

i. Israelites – quite literally, “Sons of Israel”. Israel was the object of God’s promise! 

ii. Adoption as sons – Exodus 4:22-23 

iii. Divine glory – the glory of God dwelt in the Tabernacle/Temple. Nowhere else on 

the face of the earth did any people have the presence of God like they did) 

iv. Covenants 

a. Circumcision, Genesis 17 

b. Abrahamic, Genesis 12:1-3 

c. Sinaiatic, Deuteronomy 28-30 

v. Receiving the Law – Exodus 19-20 

vi. Temple Worship – 2 Chronicles 7:16 – To the Jews belonged the place where God 

chose to put His presence that they might meet with Him 

vii. Promises - Myriad 

viii. Patriarchs – People today still trace their roots to Abraham (3 major religions!) 

ix. Lineage of Christ – How many people lay claim to fame with their lineage? 

5. The problem is that Jews like to point to these things and say, “See! God loves us and 

always will!” 

i. Romans 9-11 address a major question Jews might have had with the gospel. 

Romans 3:21-8:39 mention only one thing that saves: faith. Yet for thousands of 

years the Jew would say, “The Law! The Covenant! The Promise!” How, then, 

could the gospel be a fulfillment of the blessings to the Jews when it promises 

salvation to Gentiles and rejection of Jews? Paul explains… 

ii. [Discussion Question]: How might this situation apply to us today? 

                                                 
47 J.W. McGarvey and Philip Pendleton, The Standard Bible Commentary: Thessalonians, Corinthians, Galatians, 

and Romans (Cincinnati, OH: Standard Publishing), 374. 
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a. “I’m a member of the true church!” 

b. Figure out why the church splits over doctrinal matters and you’ll figure out 

where people stake their salvation. 

iii. Neither sentimentality nor divine privilege can by itself save the resistant Jew, nor 

will it save us. 

B. God’s Rejection of Israel is not Inconsistent with His Word or His Truthfulness, 9:6-13 

Being a child of promise is not based on physical lineage 

1. Not from Israel (Jacob) (v.6) – “Not all who are descended from Israel are Israel” – at 

the time this was written, the 10 northern nations of Israel had been cut off as 

members of God’s people even though they were descendants of Israel (2 Kings 

17:6). 

i. This would serve as an example that God had cut off his people in prior times. 

ii. This is remnant theology being discussed. 11:26 says that all Israel will be saved. 

Not might be, but will be. If we equate the nation of Israel with what Paul speaks 

of in v.6, then we have some serious problems with New Testament theology. 

11:26 is talking about the Israel that is of Israel in 9:6. 

2. Not from Abraham (vv.7-9) – “…nor because they are Abraham’s descendants…” 

i. cf. John 8:31-40 

ii. Trivia question: How many sons did Abraham have? 

a. Ishmael, Isaac, Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah 

iii. Ishmael and the sons of Keturah were all descendants of Abraham as well, and 

they didn’t share in the promise (cf. John 4:9). 

3. Not from Isaac (vv.10-13) 

i. Isaac had two sons, and those of Esau are not considered Jews. 

ii. God didn’t choose based on one being an upstanding Hebrew citizen. He chose 

based on the fact that He is God. 

4. Isaac wasn’t the firstborn of Abraham, Jacob wasn’t the firstborn of Isaac, and Judah 

wasn’t the firstborn of Jacob. That the blessing would flow from those who aren’t the 

firstborn doesn’t mesh with Jewish lineage. 

5. The question being answered is “Is God’s word faithful?” (cf. v.6) – God’s word 

remained true in that He made the decisions before the actions took place. 

i. “so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand…because of Him who 

calls.” – God had a purpose that was to remain, for it was founded before the 

world began. His choices reflect that plan. 

ii. “This selection had nothing to with merit; it was not something which those 

selected had earned as a right; it was the work entirely of God’s electing wisdom 

and power.”48 

C. The Rejection is not Inconsistent with God’s Justice, 9:14-29 

1. Lineage and Promise are based on God’s sovereign choice (vv.14-18). 

i. v.14 – Some might charge God with being unjust because He didn’t follow the rules 

of the firstborn in that society.  

a. Chapter 9 is about God working His plan, not salvation 

ii. Moses (v.15) – What is God really telling Moses (go back and read in context if 

necessary, Exodus 33:19)? 

                                                 
48 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans (The Daily Study Bible Series; Philadelphia, PA.: Westminster Press, 

1957), 126. 
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a. Moses demands to see God’s glory and God effectually answers with “I don’t 

owe you anything, Moses.” Moses doesn’t set the rules, God does. Here God 

tells Moses just how much He’ll let him see. 

b. v.16 echoes this: It’s not about what man wants to bring about by his effort, but 

on what God chooses. 

iii. Pharaoh (v.17) – Another instrument in God’s plan 

a. God didn’t have to raise up Pharaoh and harden Him, but He does so by his 

choice and for His purpose (v.18). It’s the same conclusion from v.16. 

b. God never took away Pharaoh’s choice, He just used His folly for His purpose 

c. God makes sovereign choices to accomplish His purposes 

iv. [Discussion Question]: Do you ever argue or disagree with God’s will? Can you 

find examples in Scripture? 

a. Habakkuk told God there was no way He could judge the less wicked with the 

more wicked and God told Habakkuk to hide and watch. 

2. God’s sovereignty is not arbitrary (vv.19-29) 

i. They have no right to claim “foul” (vv.19-21) 

ii. Someone may object: “If God determines whose heart is hardened and who is not, 

how can he blame anyone for hardening their heart?” 

a.  If it’s all about His choice, then isn’t God unjust for just picking randomly? 

b. If it’s all about God’s mercy, then how does God find fault with anybody? 

c. God does not have to justify Himself (cf. Job) 

iii. God has a plan and He can use whomever He pleases to bring that plan to fruition 

a. A study on this must be coupled with God’s goodness. God uses man’s choice 

in His scheme of redemption, rather than creating a man to set him up for the 

result of eternal failure. God has always wanted all men to be saved and His 

goodness has always provided a path for that. 

3. God’s choices made to ultimately save people (vv.22-29) 

a. What ifs – Paul is logically reasoning with his audience 

b. God’s plan has always been to get Jesus to the earth and save folks  

ii. Old Testament passages to back up what he is saying: 

 vv.25-26 – Jews and Gentiles were meant to be saved from the beginning. 

It’s in your book! 

 v.27-28 – The “nation” wasn’t the object of His salvation efforts (they 

weren’t born into salvation). cf. 9:6 

 v.29 – God’s choice to allow for a remnant to remain. He certainly didn’t 

have to, just like He didn’t have to let Noah and his family be saved by the 

ark. And just like He doesn’t have to let us be saved through faith and 

submission to His will in baptism and obedient living. We messed things 

up, not Him.  

4. Why is this important for us to know? 

i. Calvinism 

a. “…so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand…” (v.12) 

 This context has yet to talk about God’s choice (“election” in other 

translations) in salvation, but rather God’s choice in bringing about the 

promise. The context is not about salvation, but about sovereignty is 

bringing about His plan. 



44 

 

b. Does man have choice? Let’s approach this from the negative sense: If man 

doesn’t really have choice, and it is God who does everything for Him, then 

when man sins it is really God’s choice for him that made Him sin. How, then, 

do we reconcile that with James 1:13? 

c. If we don’t have any choice in the matter of salvation, then why are told to go 

into the all the world preaching the gospel? 

ii. Salvation comes in the way God chooses it to come, not how man chooses for it to 

come. 

a. God has never made a covenant with a man or nation wherein He could not 

reject them for their unbelief and disobedience. The New Covenant through 

the blood of Jesus and obedient faith in Him is no different. 

D. The Rejection is Due to Israel’s Unbelief and Unwillingness to Submit to God’s 

Righteousness, 9:30-10:4 

1. The reason Israel was/is cut off is because of her unbelief, vv.30-33 

i. The script is flipped: Gentiles received righteousness having not been chosen as 

God’s people, but Jews, being chosen as God’s people, didn’t attain it. 

ii. Faith. Period. 

a. Jews tried to base their salvation on works and identity. The Gentiles, rather, 

chose to have faith in God through Jesus. 

b. cf. Hebrews 3:7-19 

iii. The very One God sent to complete His plan that He had been working through 

and for the Jews was the very stone they tripped over. Why? Because to them it 

was never about Jesus or faith. 

2. Zeal 

i. Zeal must be based on knowledge with a proper response to that knowledge. 

ii. Knowledge 

a. “They did not know about God’s righteousness”. Why? 

 God’s righteousness is revealed in the gospel, but the Jews outright 

rejected the gospel. 

b. “Christ is the end of the law” – The Law was intended to lead people to Jesus, 

Galatians 3:24 

iii. Application: God is not obligated to accept all efforts man makes towards religion, 

even If they are sincere. 

a. Matthew 7:21-23 – they are prophesying and casting out demons and 

performing miracles! But they are not saved. 

b. This is a sad truth to behold, because we all know someone that has an extreme 

zeal for God…and we’re coerced to think that’s all they need. 

c. We’re growing increasingly disillusioned and uncomfortable with failure. 

Everybody these days gets a participation award. As a result we’re letting that 

creep into religion where we’re uncomfortable telling people they’re lost or 

pursuing God in the wrong way.  There are no participation awards in regard 

to righteousness. 

3. Righteousness is not attained by the Jew. Why? 

i. They lack faith (9:32a) 

ii. They sought it through works of law (9:32b) 

iii. They rejected Jesus (9:32c-33) 
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iv. They failed to hear Paul’s plea (10:1) 

v. They built it on zeal, but not on knowledge (10:2) 

vi. They sought it by self-righteousness (10:3) 

vii. They failed to submit to God’s righteousness (10:3) 

viii. They failed to see Christ as the end of the law (10:4) 

E. God’s Righteousness is Perfectly Free as a Gift Through Faith, 10:5-11 

This is a response to the Jews rejecting it: It’s free! 

1. Old Testament Proof – Paul will – once again – allow the Old Testament to show them 

that this has always been God’s plan 

2. Self-righteous method, v.5 

i. Leviticus 18:5 – if you want law to justify you, then keep it with perfection. That’s 

your only choice. 

3. It’s a mouth and heart thing, vv.6-13 

i. “Do not say…ascend…descend…” – That is, to reach it by works 

a. “bring Christ down…bring Christ up” – in other words, that is to take the place 

of Christ so that He is not needed. 

b. This passage is found in Deuteronomy 30:12-13, directly on the heels of the 

Covenant of Blessings and Cursings. God is telling then even then that it’s not 

a works thing, but a faith thing; it’s something that consumes their heart and 

speech. 

c. How much of a heart and mouth thing was this? Deuteronomy 32:47 

ii. The transition is made from Old Covenant to New Covenant, but the principle 

remains: it’s a heart a mouth thing. 

a. Confess: Jesus is Lord (Sovereignty) 

Believe: God raised Him from the dead (cf. Romans 1:4) (Resurrection) 

b. This is not a one-time formula or incantation for salvation. Keeping it in 

context, the Deuteronomy passage was an ongoing heart and mouth thing, so 

is Romans 10:9-10.  

F. God’s Righteousness is Universal in its Scope, 10:12-15 

This is a response to the Jews rejecting it: It’s universal! 

1. Notice the all-inclusive language in vv.12-13 (NASB):  

i. “Whoever” 

ii. “No distinction” 

iii. “Lord of all” 

iv. “all who call on Him” 

v. “Whoever” 

2. Even the prophets said salvation would be universal 

i. Isaiah 28:16 – goes even further and says that universal salvation would be by faith 

ii. Joel 2:22 – cf. Acts 2; Acts 22:16 

3. The proclamation, 10:14-15 

i. That’s why this message must be proclaimed! It’s the knowledge that their zeal 

must be based on. 

ii. Many say this is the central reason that Paul wrote this letter: to appeal for the 

Roman’s support so that he could be a supported missionary. The evidence isn’t 

strong, but it’s a theory. 
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iii. Remember, it’s in the context of “it’s a heart and mouth thing (by faith)” and 

“whoever will call on the name of the Lord...” It can be argued that Paul lays this 

out as the process by which people are saved (respond to the message). 

a. He backtracks from the “calling” 

How can the call if they don’t believe? 

How can they believe if they don’t hear? (that’s where the mouth and heart 

thing comes into play) 

G. Israel’s Fall Was Exemplified in the Old Testament, 10:16-21 

And therefore they are without excuse. 

1. Exemplified – the Jews are doing now exactly what their fathers did in the past 

i. v.16 stands as a verse that ties vv.14-15 with the conclusion of where faith comes 

from in v.17: the word came and they rejected it. This is an argument from the 

negative side that shows that faith (by which God always intended to save people 

(9:30-32) is birthed from our listening. 

a. “heed” (NIV: accepted) ὑπακούω (hupakouō) – literally to “obey” or “answer 

the door”49 

 We must not overlook the fact that God’s offer required obedience then, 

and the gospel contains an implicit demand for obedience today, cf. 1:5; 

16:26 

ii. Paul’s use of sarcasm: 

a. v.18 – “Well surely they didn’t hear…” 

 They sure did 

 The sad part is that all of Israel heard, v.18 

b. v.19 – “Well then surely they didn’t understand.” 

 They understood 

c. Conclusion: They heard and understood, but they didn’t seek. They had 

absolutely everything at their disposal, yet because they didn’t heed any of it, 

God found those who never sought Him and never asked for Him and gave 

them the chance to become children of God (John 1:12-13). 

2. v.21 – a continuation of the Isaiah quote started in v.20. The Jews had hardened their 

hearts and rejected God for as long as the day is long…and their doing the exact same 

to Jesus. 

i. Obstinate = “saying against” 

3. Application: I hope we see the warning to us today. God has promised us “everything 

pertaining to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). It’s the same promise the Jews lived 

under. However, we must not ignore the avenue by which this promise becomes a 

reality: “…through the true knowledge of Him who called us…” 

i. It seems that our desire to know Scripture is rapidly declining. Would you agree? 

ii. [Discussion Question]: Let’s brainstorm some ideas that would help us create an 

atmosphere that spurs each other on to grow deeper in Scriptural knowledge. 

H. Israel’s Fall Was Neither Total nor Complete, 11:1-10 

1. The Remnant (cf. Romans 9:27) 

i. If it’s free (10:5-11) and universal (10:12-18), then no one gets rejected. Therefore, 

it’s not that God rejected His people, it’s that His people rejected Him. 

                                                 
49 James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages With Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (electronic 

ed.; Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997). 
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ii. Paul’s cites himself as an example for this. 

a. In what way did God “foreknow” the Israelites? cf. Genesis 15:13-21 

b. The foreknown people are the remnant, those who would remain faithful. 

iii. Paul cites God’s message to Elijah as evidence for God keeping a remnant. 

a. What was the prerequisite to this remnant? Those that hadn’t knelt before Baal. 

Who chose not to bow, God or the faithful? He didn’t choose who wouldn’t 

bow, He foreknew who would choose faith instead of bowing. 

iv. Conclusion, v.7: “In the same way…” The conclusion is that there is a remnant. 

a. How is this remnant chosen? By grace. 

b. What does grace come through? Faith (Ephesians 2:8; Romans 5:2) 

c. Grace and works cannot mix, nor even be in the same bucket. 

 If you had 99% water and 1% arsenic, what would you have? 100% 

poison. If you try to mix works with grace, what you get is 100% works. 

2. The evidence of Scripture, 11:7-10 

i. “God gave them” – it is not uncommon for God to give people over to what they 

already choose, cf. Romans 1:24,26,28. He gave them what is found in 11:8 

because of what they have chosen in 10:21. 

a. Can anyone think of any examples? 

ii. Quote from David was in regard to his enemies. The conclusion is that (non-

faithful) Israel has become the enemy of God. 

3. Application 

i. Why is God doing this to Israel? 

a. It seems cruel that God would choose Israel, give them every blessing, then pull 

it away and change every way to approach Him (or so it seems that He did). 

However, this must be done to Israel so that they will turn to Jesus. 

b. Acts 4:12 – Salvation is found in no one else 

ii. God will do the harsh things so that we are led to Jesus. 

a. Let’s say you’re constantly drinking water that is killing you, though you don’t 

even know it. What depths would you want someone to go to so that you find 

good water? 

b. God comes out and says that He casts away the Jews and rejects their zealous 

advances toward Him. Ultimately, He will destroy their ability to even 

sacrifice to Him in A.D. 70. Because of anger? Because of indecision? 

Because of a personality disorder? No, but out of love. 

c. If He left them with the Law, then they would have never turned to Jesus. 

d. Consider this: 

 Deuteronomy 28:58-62, 64-68 – The curse for disobeying God 

 Deuteronomy 28:63 – God “delights” in punishing them. What?!? 

 Deuteronomy 30:1-4 – God does this so Israel will repent and He can 

bring them back 

 Also seen in Hosea 2:1-13 (and His desire to offer grace in v.14) 

iii. Trust that the character of God is good. 

a. It seems plausible that at some point some Jew has said, “Why would God do 

this to us?” It seems plausible to assume that at some point we have said, 

“Why is God doing this to me?” 

b. God disciplines us because He loves us, Hebrews 12:7-11 
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 We must like this verse because it’s one of those well-used verses. But do 

we ever put it in the context of Hebrews 12:8-17 

 Hands that are weak 

 Knees that are feeble 

 So that…may not be put out of joint. 

 See to it that no comes short of the grace of God 

 etc. 

c. If we truly trust God’s promise in Romans 8:28, then we can be assured that 

God is always doing what’s best for us even when it looks like He is cursing 

us. It all comes down to trust. It all comes down to faith. 

iv. We’ve got to get to a point where we are consistently and constantly convicted 

that God is doing the right thing 

a. Romans 8:28; Genesis 18:25 

I. Israel’s Fall Was Neither Final nor Irremediable (unable to be cured), 11:11-32 

1. Another double emphatic: “May it never be!” Literally “No! Never!”50 

i. It would be out of God’s character to put up a wall around a people and say they 

have no right to salvation. The Jews are still objects of His gospel call.  

cf. 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9 

2. Provoking Jews to Jealousy, 11:11-16  

i. Part of the purpose for God including the Gentiles was so that the Jews might 

become jealous.  

a. Paul is also working tirelessly to bring this about, vv.13-14 (cf. 9:2-3; 10:1) 

b. [Discussion Question]: Are you jealous of any religious groups? [This is not to 

say that God is granting salvation to other religious groups, but to show how 

jealously can move us to emotion, in hope that it moves us to action.] 

 [Digression] Parental influence is still, statistically, the single most 

influential factor in determining whether or not people stick with the 

religion of their childhood. 

c. “If God cannot reform us, I hope He will reject us…and find a people that will 

preach a gospel to all the world.” – Richard Rogers 

ii. Still a chance, v.15 

iii. Connected to the source, v.16 – the dough and root are Christ 

3. A Warning to the Gentiles, 11:17-22 

i. You (Gentiles) can also be rejected 

a. Unbelief causes a breaking, 11:20 

 By faith you’re in, by lack of faith you’re out (cf. Romans 1:17) 

b. The disaster of an arrogant attitude (the main warning for the Gentiles here) 

 2 Kings 5:11 (Naaman); 2 Chronicles 26 (Uzziah); Esther 3-7 (Haaman) 

Isaiah 13:11; Jeremiah 48:42(29); Ezekiel 16:49-50; 28:1-10;  

Daniel 4:28-33 (Nebuchadnezzar); Luke 14:7-11 

 Arrogant literally means to exult over or boast against51 and is used by 

James (2:13) to say that “mercy triumphs over judgment.”  

 Conceited literally means “elevation” and means to stand over someone.52 

                                                 
50 See note on Romans 6:2 
51 James Strong, A Concise Dictionary of the Words in the Greek Testament and The Hebrew Bible (Bellingham, 

WA: Logos Bible Software, 2009), 40. 
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 1 Corinthians 8:1 – sometimes we’ll fight harder to look right rather than 

actually being right 

 “The first and worst cause of errors that abound in our day and age is 

spiritual pride. This is the main door by which the devil comes into the 

hearts of those who are zealous for the advancement of Christ. It is the 

chief inlet of smoke from the bottomless pit to darken the mind and 

mislead the judgment. Pride is the main handle by which he has hold of 

Christian persons and the chief source of all the mischief that he 

introduces to clog and hinder a work of God. Spiritual pride is the main 

spring or at least the main support of all other errors. Until this disease is 

cured, medicines are applied in vain to heal all other diseases.”  

– Jonathan Edwards (italics mine) written in the 18th century 

 There is danger in having/knowing truth – Jews, Gentiles (11:20), Us 

 Combatting arrogance:  

 Romans 11:18 – Humility and thanksgiving; cf. Romans 1:21;  

Luke 17:11-19 

 Romans 11:19 – Fear; cf. Hebrews 10:31; Proverbs 1:7  

Fear puts us in our place; induces humility 

c. The kindness and severity of God – fear and romancing 

 God is showing them before their very eyes what His severity looks like 

ii. Application: We have a standing with Christ (Romans 5:2). Should it cause ease or 

care? Flippancy (laziness, sleepiness, carelessness) or fear? 

a. 1 Corinthians 10:12 

b. [Discussion Question]: How does our standing with Christ sometimes fool us 

into flippancy? 

4. God still wants them grafted back in, 11:23-32 

Paul is coming full circle with his argument here (that Jew and Gentile are both lost 

apart from faith in the Messiah) 

i. “so that you will not be wise in your own estimation” – seems like the Gentiles 

were thinking that God loved the them and not the Jews anymore 

ii. Partial hardening – notice that this is not a complete hardening. Pharaoh was 

completely hardened. Judas was completely hardened. The Jews are only partially 

hardened, that is there are some who are still tender to the gospel-call of God  

iii. Fullness of the Gentiles 

a. Whether this is a full number or a fulfilled purpose it’s hard (if not impossible) 

to know. Either way, the outcome is still the same: Jews can still be saved! 

 If it is number, then we should have no problem with this. Just because 

God foreknows the number of all who will be saved doesn’t necessitate 

that He made the choice for them. 

 “Another possibility is that here…something like ‘fullness’ is meant. It is 

also possible to understand the expression as the fullness of the blessing of 

                                                                                                                                                             
52 James Strong, A Concise Dictionary of the Words in the Greek Testament and The Hebrew Bible (Bellingham, 

WA: Logos Bible Software, 2009), 75. 
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the Gentiles or the full contribution of the Gentiles, or the Gentiles as a 

whole.”53 

b. When the fullness happens, Israel will be judged. On the basis of what?  

 He quotes Isaiah to show that their salvation comes through Jesus, 

Acts 4:12; John 14:6 

 See also v.23 – he had already given a condition to their salvation 

iv. Relationships 

a. Enemies – Why?  

 They killed the Messiah.  

 They don’t preach Jesus.  

 They reject faith in favor or works.  

 Rejection of the gospel makes us enemies, Philippians 3:18; James 4:4 

b. Beloved – “sake of their fathers” – That is the promises made to the patriarchs, 

which cannot be revoked (v.29). 

v. Conclusion: vv.30-32 

a. You disobeyed so that you can experience His mercy 

b. They disobeyed so that they can now experience His mercy 

c. All have disobeyed so that He can show His mercy. 

d. God wants His mercy displayed to all, so that in seeing His kindness, they will 

repent (Romans 2:4). That’s always been His plan!  

e. Isaiah 26:9 – God’s judgements are always meant to bring about righteousness 

J. Doxology: In Praise of God’s Mercy and Judgement, 11:33-36 

1. Paul does the only thing that can possibly be done after seeing God’s plan to show all 

man His mercy – Praise! 

2. “unsearchable…unfathomable” – It’s comforting to know that we serve a God that we 

can’t figure out. People all over the world worship false gods (idols) in which they’ve 

created in their mind. That is really to say that they can put their thumb on them and 

be in control of their gods by their own creative imagination. But the LORD is 

sovereign, and isn’t controlled by a feeble human mind or minds. 

i. There’s no way to stand on the beaches of the ocean and accurately discuss the 

depth of the oceans, how much more so to stand in human flesh and claim to 

know the depth of God’s mind and providence. 

ii. “Faith accepts what the mind cannot conceive.” – Richard Rogers 

3. “given to Him that it might be paid back to him again” – You cannot make God your 

debtor, rather we only stand in the debt of God. 

i. “Oh to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be” 

4. “from Him…through Him…to Him” – All things exist for His glorification…forever! 

i. He’s the source of it, the avenue to it, and the goal of it. 

ii. All things redound the glory of God. Pick any event through the course of human 

history and think through in regard to how God glorified Himself through it. 

Wow! 

5. Application: Paul is praising God for being far beyond our wisdom, knowledge and 

rule. I wonder if we’d praise God for the same thing. Too often we find ourselves 

                                                 
53 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 420. 
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only praising God or following God when we understand Him, rather than praising 

and following Him in spite of our misunderstanding of Him.  

i. What if Peter didn’t throw the net on the other side of the boat because He didn’t 

understand why Jesus would give him such foolish fishing advice?  

ii. What if Peter didn’t let Jesus go to Jerusalem because He didn’t understand why 

Jesus had to die? 

iii. What if Peter didn’t jump out of the boat when He saw Jesus on the shore after 

His crucifixion because he didn’t understand what the resurrection was all about?  

iv. What if Peter didn’t go to Cornelius’ house because He didn’t understand the 

vision or the reason? 

v. What if we don’t live righteously because we don’t understand why it seems to 

bring shame and mockery upon us? Or because we don’t understand why that’s 

even a rule? 

vi. What if we don’t preach the gospel to our neighbors because we don’t understand 

why they reject us for it? Or we don’t understand why they don’t want to hear it? 

Or we don’t understand why our society seems to be rushing headlong into 

immorality without a care in their pocket? 

 

 

Conclusion of God’s Plan and the Warning to Not Fall Away: By God’s Sovereignty and 

power, the Jews were used to usher in the Messiah, but through their unbelief and rejection of 

Jesus, they have been cast away and the Gentiles have been granted the grace of life. 

However, God’s plan is still in motion to create jealously within the Jews that they might 

choose Jesus through faith, and sobriety within the Gentiles that they might not turn away 

from their newfound faith. 
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V. Therefore… (Living by this Faith) 

A. The Christian Attitude to God, 12:1-2 

1. Urge – not a mere suggestion, but a calling 

2. “by His mercies”  

i. Hopefully by this point in our study of Romans we could carry on a pretty lengthy 

and deep discussion on the mercies of God. We just went from the wrath of God 

being poured out (1:18) to standing before Him by grace (5:2) to being filled with 

the Spirit who helps us in our weakness (8:26). Based on what merit of our own? 

What deserving deeds? What persuasion of speech? 

ii. They never change – If the foundation of our holy living is the unchanging mercies 

of God our Savior, then our lives do not ebb and flow with the tides of life, but 

remain as constant as His eternal mercies. 

iii. Notice the plurality. 

3. “present” (offer) – a temple term that has to do with what the priest did as he laid the 

sacrifice up before the Lord 

i. What kind of offering does the Lord accept? “without defect” (Leviticus 1:3) This 

text is inferring that we are perfect sacrifices. Based on what? The blood of Jesus 

and our acceptance of it by faith. 

a. Ephesians 5:27; Colossians 1:22; 2 Corinthians 11:2 

4. “living and holy sacrifice” – Ongoing and set-apart for the purpose of godliness. 

i. “holy” explains the type of sacrifice that is to be presented. The only way we 

present ourselves as holy is by appealing to the blood of Jesus by faith which 

comes by our response to the gospel, not by proving to God that we’re worthy of 

His second look. 

ii. [Discussion Question]: In a practical way, how does this happen?  

a. Christianity must be intentional, or it is nothing. 

5. “spiritual” could possibly be translated “rational” (though most major translations do 

not choose this rendering, they still footnote it) 

i. How could it be rational? Because we have reasoned with the evidences and found 

that the only rational response is to offer our bodies in service to the Lord’s will 

and work. 

ii. Try to reason through chapters 1-8 and see if chapter 12 isn’t the only rational 

response. 

6. “service of worship” – λατρεία (latreia) “…to render services, to serve, with no 

thought of reward and irrespective of whether the one who serves is a slave or free.”54 

i. This is another term that has to do with what the priests did and is often translated 

throughout Scripture as “worship”. There are 3 main words translated worship in 

the New Testament. This particular Greek word denotes a proper response to a 

Divine command (see Hebrews 9:1). 

ii. This is the doing part of our faith. Faith does not equal works, but faith without 

works is dead (James 2:17) 

iii. This means… 

a. …when we show kindness instead of retaliation to our spouse, we’re offering 

ourselves in worship to God. 

                                                 
54 Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, eds., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1964–), 59. 
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b. …when we forgive someone who has wronged us, we’re offering ourselves in 

worship to God. 

c. …when we talk to our friends/neighbors/strangers about the gospel, we’re 

offering ourselves in worship to God. 

d. …when we bite our tongues rather than spewing angry words, we’re offering 

ourselves in worship to God. 

e. …when we turn and walk away when our buddies’ conversation gets vulgar, 

we’re offering ourselves in worship to God. 

f. Get the idea? 

7. Conformed vs. Transformed 

i. One is imprisoning and the other is freeing 

ii. Being conformed to the world and its pleasures is tantamount to being an enemy of 

God, James 4:4 

a. What happens when you pour something into a mold? You get the same thing 

time after time. All worldly men look the same in the eyes of God, and they 

look just like enemies. 

b. It seems that we’ve reached a point in Christianity where we think the best shot 

we have at evangelism to get ourselves to a point where the world likes us. I 

have two questions for that: 

 How’s that working for us numerically? 

 How’s the working for us Scripturally? John 15:19 

iii. Transformed is from the word μεταμορφόω (metamorphoō) from whence we get 

our scientific word metamorphosis.  

a. “by the renewing of your mind” – what’s the Biblical word for “changing of the 

mind”? Repent. So as we repent our lives are being transformed. 

b. What causes us to repent? The knowledge of the His will which comes through 

His word, Hebrews 4:12 

c. We don’t do the transforming (passive), we focus on the renewing of our mind 

(active) and God does the transforming to us.  

d. God is not after a retread (reformation), He’s interested in a whole new tire 

(transformation). “Behold, I make all things new…” Revelation 21:5 

iv. “so that you may prove what the will of God is” 

a. “prove” – δοκιμάζω (dokimazō) means “to try to learn the genuineness of 

something by examination and testing, often through actual use — ‘to test, to 

examine, to try to determine the genuineness of, testing.’55 

 See Luke 14:19; 1 Peter 1:7 

b. When our mind is being renewed, then with that knowledge and 

transformation, we’re able to discern exactly what God’s will is for our lives. 

cf. Ephesians 5:17 

c. This is highly important when we consider what we’re up against: 

 Satan masquerades as an angel of light 

 The schemes of the devil 

 Matthew 4 – most of us would have thought Satan was presenting good, 

sound reason. 

                                                 
55 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic 

Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 331. 
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 Church growth – we look at everyone else and get mad because we’re not 

doing what they’re doing…rather than seeking God’s will (you can’t 

dump enough holy water on the world’s programs to make them appeasing 

to God). 

B. The Christian Attitude to Other Christians, 12:3-16 

1. Humbly fulfilling your gift, 12:3-8 

i. γάρ (gar) – see notes on 1:16  

a. Apparently, part of the spiritual “service of worship” and the “renewing of your 

mind” had to do with their attitudes toward one another. 

ii. The gifts – “…as God has allotted to each…” none are exempt, just ignorant  

a. Prophecy – speaking the utterances of God. Undoubtedly this gift was used to 

speak new revelations in the first century, but there is the school of thought 

that this gift is continued in men who have possess the gift to powerfully 

proclaim the word of God. God has always used powerful preaching to save 

the many.  

 How this gift edifies the body: 

 Strengths: influential voice 

 Weaknesses: Slow to listen and quick to speak; Arrogance 

b. Service – lowly service. There a many in a congregation who don’t care about 

being in the spotlight, but quietly work away from the watchful eye. 

 How this gift edifies the body: 

 Strengths:  

 Weaknesses: not a lot of praise; Arrogance 

c. Teaching – one who seems to “bring the text to life”. They make learning 

exciting. 

 How this gift edifies the body: 

 Strengths: Studious; great students 

 Weaknesses: Often too deep when teaching; horrible students; Arrogance 

d. Exhortation – or encouragement. Martin Luther once said, “The teacher 

transmits knowledge; the exhorter stimulates.” Stop and think what an 

amazing gift this is! 

 How this gift edifies the body: Barnabas: Acts 4:36; 9:27; 11:22-26 

 Strengths: Never lacks for friends 

 Weaknesses: All give and little receive; Arrogance 

e. Giving – those who expend themselves for the sake of others (doesn’t have to 

mean monetarily) 

 How this gift edifies the body: 

 Strengths: 

 Weaknesses: Arrogance 

f. Leadership – one who not only gives vision and direction within the body, but 

motivation and unity. This should be done with diligence (because being a 

leader can have plenty of setbacks). 

 How this gift edifies the body: Gives direction.  

 Strengths: Tough skinned. Visionary. Unifying.  

 Weaknesses: Can leave the body behind; Arrogance 
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g. Mercy – one who gives great care to the hurting needs of others. This should be 

done cheerfully (the Greek word is our English word “hilarious”) 

 How this gift edifies the body: 

 Strengths: 

 Weaknesses: Difficult to say hard things (rebukes, condemnations, etc.); 

Arrogance 

h. Any others listed elsewhere? Ephesians 4:11; 1 Corinthians 12:8-11, 28  

 Must be able to discern the difference between a miraculous gift of the 

Spirit and an endowed gift of the Spirit to all Christians.  

iii. The purpose 

a. 1 Corinthians 12:7 

b. Ephesians 4:7-16 

iv. The attitude 

a. “…I say to everyone among you…” v.3 

 Imagine a congregation where every single person in haughty. Whether 

this statement actual implies that conclusion is questionable, but at the 

very least we find it probable.  

b. The one common weakness each gift potentially possesses is arrogance.  

 Why? Because in our gifts we get to thinking that it’s the most important. 

 What does the gospel say to that? 

 Romans 11:18, 20 

 The gospel is the great equalizer  

 James 2:9 – Partiality is a sin because it’s contrary to the gospel 

that puts everyone on the same playing field – totally lost and in 

need of the blood of Jesus 

 John the Baptist’s message of repentance was one that emphasized 

this equalization (Luke 3:5). Everything will be made even, and in 

repentance there were none that were exempt for all had sinned 

(Romans 3:9; 23; 11:32; Galatians 3:22). 

c. 1 Corinthians 12:7, 25 

d. A necessary inference: realize that you are gifted…by God! 

 Too often we think God skipped on us 

or 

 Too often we think we can pick and choose which gifts we want, instead 

of being joyful and thankful about the gift we have that was given us by 

God. 

2. Attitudes toward the brethren, 12:9-16  

i. Some cut it off at verse 13 

ii. Sincere – a latin word for “without wax” – pure. 

iii. How does love look toward the brethren? Look at what follows. 

a. Hate what is evil, cling to what is good. I think we’re good at pointing out the 

evil, but not so good at clinging to what is good in each other. 

b. Be devoted to one another – give me an example of devotion.  

c. Honor one another – try starting with your lips (verbalize) 

 You can’t choose where your heart is, but you can choose your treasure 

d. Diligence, zeal, serving the Lord 



56 

 

 How do we serve the Lord? 

e. Contribute to the needs of the saints. 

f. Practice hospitality  

g. What do all of these necessitate?  

 Time together 

 When a husband and wife are on the verge of splitting, but their faith 

forbids them from divorcing, what do they do? Quit spending time 

together. 

h. Bless those who persecute. I don’t think this is those outside the body (my 

opinion) 

 Blessing is active 

 This is going to take a living sacrifice! 

i. Rejoice – sometimes this is hard when your brother is succeeding at your dream 

j. Weep – we might be even worse at this, because we’re not so good at bearing 

one another’s burden. If somebody is sitting in mud, and you’re in your 

Sunday-go-to-meeting clothes, what’s it going to take for you to share your 

brother’s burden?  

k. Same mind – not have the same mind, but have the same mind toward one 

another 

l. Associate with the lowly – disclaimer: ministry is dirty work, therefore the 

gospel is dirty work 

m. Don’t be wise in your own estimation – full circle (see v. 3; 3:27; 11:18,20) 

C. General Attitudes, 12:17-21 – These are the things that split the church! (3:57:00) 

D. The Christian Attitude to Civil Rulers, 13:1-7 

1. This is for conscience’s sake! 

2. Render all what is due them 

i. Why do we pay taxes? According to this verse, it’s because it’s in obedience to the 

gospel 

ii. We give respect where respect is due. Who buried Abraham? Isaac AND Ishmael. 

Any reason why Ishmael should have been there to bury his daddy? 

E. The Christian Attitude to People in General, 13:8-10 

1. Love even the unlovable – what kind of people did God love? Need we go back to 

Romans 5:8? 

2. [Discussion Question]: Does love to our brethren look different than our love to the 

world? 

i. This is not talking about loving the brother (that’s 12:9-16), but the neighbor. 

3. Even though they may look different, it doesn’t downplay the love we show our 

neighbor. Let’s talk about what (agape) love does: 

i. It seeks the other person’s highest good. 

ii.  It loves regardless of the sacrifice 

iii. It loves whether it is deserved or not 

iv. It loves whether the one being loved asks for it or not. It always seeks 

opportunities; volunteers. 

v. It loves regardless of how many times the loving act must be repeated. 

4. The duty of loving is the umbrella by which all other laws find shelter. 

5. The big question is: Why? God doesn’t tell us to do anything without purpose. 
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i. What’s our main goal/task Convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment  

(Jn 16:8) 

ii. How’s that going to get done? By doing what He told us to do. 

a. It’s not as if the Messiah said, “Go and make disciples…” and then closed the 

door and let us figure it out on our own. 

iii. Love wins the world. This is why we must learn to convict the world even of sin 

by loving them. This is going to look different to every different ethnicity and 

generation. 

iv. Largely, we find men/women who have done an awesome job of evangelizing 

their generation and people from 20-30 years ago and we try what they try with 

no success, but we keep beating a dead horse because it’s supposed to work. We 

do this instead of getting creative and inventive within our current context. 

v. “The dying words of the American church will be, ‘But we never tried it that way 

before.’” – Richard Rogers 

F. The All-Encompassing Incentive, 13:11-14 

This could be just for the context of the previous, but certainly fits with all the preceding 

as well. 

1. We’re only sojourners – Abraham lived in tents, Hebrews 11:9 

2. Does Paul know when Jesus is coming back? Then what does his statement in verses 

11-12 mean/imply? 

3. We don’t seem to have much trouble with carousing and drunkenness, sexual 

promiscuity, and sensuality, but this whole “strife and jealousy” thing is a new issue. 

4. What does it mean to put on Christ? 

i. To constantly wear His identity 

ii. A major problem with the church today is a loss of a picture of Jesus – We’re Paul 

rich and Jesus poor. 

5. Make no provision – I think this is what Jesus was talking about in the sermon on the 

mount 

i. The eye is the lamp of the body, Matthew 6:22-23 

ii. Where your treasure is, there your heart is also, Matthew 6:21 

6. What, then, is the incentive we have to do what is right?  

i. [Discussion Question]: What’s the fear we have of the afterlife? 

G. Dealing with conflict in holy living, 14:1-15:13 

1. The Situation 

i. Read 14:1-15:13 

ii. What is the situational problem? List verses 

a. When you offer an animal for worship, you eating the animal shows that you 

are part of that worship 

b. Priests took the animals sacrificed to pagan gods and turned around and 

butchered them and sold them in the market to make money. Therefore, 

anyone who ate that meat knew they were eating meat set apart for idol 

worship, thus joining themselves in this worship. 

c. 1 Corinthians 8:4-11; 10:18-21 

d. Also, “some pagans were so repelled by the self-indulgence they saw as an 

integral part of the world in which they lived that they turned from it all and 
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lived ascetic lives, sometimes giving up the eating of meat altogether 

(Olshausen cites Seneca as one who did this).”56 

e. These people are fully convinced (14:8)! At least they should be. 

f. Days? Romans 14:5-6 

iii. What is the spiritual problem? [Have class list verses] 

a. Judgement is taking place. This word needs to be addressed by the following 

questions: 

b. Can I make judgments regarding sinful ideas, unholy characteristics, and 

immoral actions? Yes.  

 Matthew 7:1-6 – How can I know what’s a speck, what’s holy, what’s a 

dog, what’s pearl, and what’s a pig? I have to make a judgment regarding 

those things. 

 John 17:24 – “make a right judgment” – Contextually they are being told 

to make a judgment between right and wrong on spiritual matters relating 

to obedience to The Law 

 1 Corinthians 15:33 – How can I know what bad company and good 

morals are without making judgment on those matters?  

c. Can I make judgements regarding someone’s standing before God?  

 No. 

 James 4:11-12 – only one Judge…and it aint you! 

 Matthew 20:1-16 – No telling what excuses we could come up with 

about someone’s laziness, work ethic, character, etc. But at the end of 

the day there’s only one who makes the decision (v.15) 

 Romans 14:4 – The master has the last say 

 Yes 

 John 14:6 – if someone rejects Jesus, they cannot come to God 

 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 – if someone does not obey the gospel, God 

says they will be shut out of His presence 

 Mark 16:15-16 – God has laid it out that belief and baptism are 

requisites to salvation. Doing anything different would count God a 

liar (cf. Titus 1:2) 

d. Here’s the danger when we judge other people: 

 Romans 2:1-3 “…for in that which you judge another, you condemn 

yourself…” (italics for emphasis) 

 Matthew 7:1-2 – When you judge others, you are setting the standard for 

your own judgment. Most often your standard of judgment will be more 

stringent than the mercy of God. Which standard would you prefer: Your 

own or the mercy of God? 

2. The Background 

i. These issues can be found as commands! 

a. Regarding meat, Romans 14:2-3;  

 Acts 15:19-29 – What did the apostles send out as law regarding food? 

                                                 
56 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 477. 
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 Why, at this point, did they say that? Because God understands growth, 

and at this point in the Gentile conversion history, they obviously needed 

to abstain from these things. Later on, as growth took place, things would 

change. 

 I don’t know that this happened, but let’s look at this scenario: A brother 

from Antioch who is one of the recipients of this letter makes his way to 

Rome for a new job. There he begins fellowshipping with the church there 

and is adamant to everyone that you cannot eat meat sacrificed to idols. 

After all, it was an apostolic-command written down as an “essential” 

(Acts 15:28).  

b. Regarding days, Romans 14:5-6 

 Galatians 4:9-11; Colossians 2:16-17 

 Why does he condemn it to the Galatians and Colossians but tells the 

Romans not to judge each other regarding it? Again, the Holy Spirit 

understands growth and what is best for us during those maturation 

periods. 

 When it’s done to the Lord, it’s one thing (Romans 14:6), but when it’s 

done for self to make our standing purer before the Lord (Galatians 4:10; 

Colossians 2:23) that’s another thing. 

ii.  [It’s been suggested that Paul is not writing about specific disputable matters that 

are current issues in Rome, but that as he’s writing from Corinth,57 he’s using 

their issues as examples. Not that this changes anything, but it’s mentioned just 

for those who like this kind of information.] 

iii. What this shows is that people do not come to the baptismal font having 

everything figured out. Were there some baptized who wanted to eat the 

Passover? Were there some baptized who were polygamists?   

a. We don’t have to fellowship with his error, just with him. But we’ve made 

fellowship a list of rules, not a man made in the image of God and bled for by 

the suffering of Christ.  

b. Ever notice something about these letters we have in the New Testament? 

They’re plum-full of commands and advice on how to deal with problems. 

Why? Because these churches didn’t have it all figured out. 

c. [Discussion Question]: Why do disagreements like this split the church? 

iv.  “Opinions” (14:1) – so does Christianity allow for opinions or not? Do we allow 

for opinions or not?  

a. Others: “disputable matters”. Catch that? “Disputable” – this naturally implies 

that they are issues that we disagree on. Add into the fact that Paul commands 

us to be “fully convinced in our own mind” (14:5) and that means we’re 

disputing things that we’re convicted about. See how problems can arise? 

b. What constitutes a disputable matter? Can it be disputed scripturally? Then it’s 

disputable! 

 What’s not disputable? cf. the “one”’s of Ephesians 4:1-6 

                                                 
57 For discussion on this, see Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. 

D.A. Carson; Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 5-6. 
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v. [Discussion Question]: Do we have any disputable matters today? Probably, most 

will feel uncomfortable answering this publicly because we know how big a deal 

they are and how mad some get about them. 

3. The Solution 

i. “Accept”  

a. “The verb means more than ‘allow to remain in the membership’; it has the 

notion of welcome, of taking to oneself and so taking into friendship. The 

weak are not to be made to feel that they are barely tolerated and seen as 

second-class members. They are to be received with warmth and true 

fellowship.”58 

 i.e. It doesn’t mean they get the plate passed to them but are refused to 

wait on the table. 

b. At the very least it means not to “judge” (14:1) or “regard with contempt” 

(14:3) your brother. 

c. To accept someone, you: 

 Welcome them 

 Hold onto them 

 Advance them 

d. We accept our brother based on God’s acceptance of Him, nothing else (14:4). 

If our brother has fellowship with God and I have fellowship with God, then 

we have fellowship with each other. 

e. I must accept you, fully convinced that you’re 100% wrong, (14:5) 

 If you bind it on me as necessary for justification, then we’ll go to the 

book of Galatians, but I’d rather just leave it at accepting one another. 

f. Accepting the person vs. Accepting the teaching 

 I can fellowship a brother without fellowshipping his teaching, yet too 

often we disfellowship the man based on his teaching without ever even 

knowing the man whatsoever. 

 There’s nothing wrong with approaching your brother about a teaching 

you are convinced is unbiblical. There’s a major difference between 

fearing for your brother’s soul based on a teaching and actually judging 

him and regarding him with contempt. 

g. People are leaving the church in droves because we’re refusing to accept them, 

or at the very least making them feel accepted.  

ii. Get off the throne! (14:6-12). 

a. We don’t live and die to ourselves because we’re not even our own judge! God 

is the only judge and this section here is completely about His Lordship as 

being the supreme determining factor regarding fellowship. 

b. This Lordship is what substantiates what Paul said in 14:4. 

c. This is difficult for us, and understandably so. We’re told to call out sin (Luke 

17:3), yet not be one who judges. [Discussion Question]: How do we balance 

this? 

d. Hopefully we’re not too worried about our brothers’ actions that we forget the 

fact that we, too, have a judgment day coming (Matthew 7:1-5). 

                                                 
58 Leon Morris, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Epistle to the Romans. (ed. D.A. Carson; Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988), 478. 
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iii. Determine not to be a stumbling block, (14:13-15). 

a. This puts the responsibility in the hands of ourselves, instead of our brother.  

 This is where the command to honor one another above ourselves 

(Romans 12:10) gets deep. We are to care more about our brothers than 

ourselves. This is the level of sacrifice that we are called to, and the level 

of sacrifice that Jesus exemplified on the cross.  

 We do not have to compromise our faith/convictions in order to do this, 

we just have to compromise our pride. 

b. Paul’s example of this, 1 Corinthians 8:13 

 Remember, agape love is seeking the other person’s highest good. 

c.  [Discussion Question]: At this point, what do you think equates a man as 

being “weak” in faith? 

d. He’s essentially saying in Romans 14:14 that the strong are doctrinally right 

(cf. Mark 7:19). Conclusively, it’s possible to be doctrinally right yet 

judgmentally wrong.  

e.  “no longer walking according to love” (14:15) – cf. 1 John 4:20b 

 The debt that we owe is to continually love our brother, Romans 13:8 

iv. Remember the essentials, (14:15b-21) 

a. Some things are simply not clear, no matter how much we want them to be. 

 200 years we’ve argued MDR … and accepted those on the other side. 

“Well it’s clear!” To who? It hasn’t been clear for 200 years. 

 “Well that’s different than eating meat.” you say. I agree, but here’s 

where it’s the same: It’s disputable. 

b. If I ask you “please stop” and you throw it in my face anyway…well, just go 

read Luke 17:1-2. You don’t want to be that person. 

c. Sadly, we make the non-issues the big-issues. 

 We destroy our brother, who Jesus died for, because of “food” (insert any 

disputable matter here). (14:15,20) 

d. What actually matters? 

 v.17 – “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

 v.19 – “peace and the building up of one another” 

 Notice that enjoying the liberties in Christ is NOT one of the essentials 

(vv.16-17). Eating meat is a good thing, according to what Paul says. But 

even that good thing (a liberty from God!) is a bad thing if it destroys our 

brother. So which is priority, my brother or my liberty? So which one have 

we been choosing? 

v. Do it by faith and keep it to yourself, 14:22-23 

a. “Wait, I thought we were supposed to evangelize and spread the faith?” 

Please do, but keep your disputable matters to yourself. 

b. Make sure what you do is by faith. Where does faith come from (Romans 

10:17)? So where, then, does your conviction come from? 

c. I think our problem is this: we don’t trust God 

 We think it depends on us to be guard dogs and strength coaches. It’s God 

that does the transforming (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

 We pump people up with air so that they will float. 
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d. Faith necessitates conviction (Romans 14:5). But according to that verse, are 

we fully convinced in publication or in our own mind? Is there a difference? 

vi. Bear the weakness of the weak, 15:1  

a. This is the big one, and looks to be the overbearing solution to the problem. 

b. “Bear” – βαστάζω (bastazō) – “to take up in order to carry or bear; to put upon 

oneself (something) to be carried; to bear what is burdensome”59 

 Literally to pick up and carry – when we bear our brother’s burdens, we 

who are strong are to pick up and carry their weakness as our own burden. 

That is, their stumbling block becomes our stumbling block. 

c. The strong ought to see themselves as helping mature, not being guard dogs. 

d. When my kids got their yellow belt in TaeKwonDo, their master told them, 

“Now that you are yellow belts, that means you have to help every white belt 

in this gym become a yellow belt. And when you get a green belt, you are 

expected to help every yellow belt and white belt get their green belt. And that 

is your requirement with every new belt you get.” What if we took this 

attitude in the church? 

 The reason we bear the burdens of others is so that they can become 

strong. But we must remember that their transformation is done by God in 

God’s timing, not our time-table. 

 It may make our plans slower and harder, but what matters more, our 

plans or our brother? 

 When I could ask if I could help, I can remember my daddy letting me 

help him. I oftentimes made the job harder and slower, but his priority 

was not a job being done quickly, but a boy being raised to be a helper. 

He bore my burden so that I could one day bear the burden of another.  

vii. Please our neighbor to his good and edification, 15:2 

a. Christ as the example, 15:3 

 This forces us to look at Jesus on the cross – dead in His suffering eyes – 

and make a decision. 

b. Not because my brother is strong, but so that he can become strong. 

c. We do not exist for ourselves, but to build up brothers and sisters because God 

is in the business of growing sons and daughters.  

viii. Realize the struggle, 15:4-5 

a. I love this verse because it reveals that the Holy Spirit understands that we need 

perseverance and encouragement to accomplish this task! He knows and 

cares. 

b. How do the Scriptures grant “hope” in this situation? Remember the “good” 

kings of Israel? Remember what they didn’t do and are still praised as being 

righteous? 

 1 Kings 15:13-14; 22:43; 2 Kings 12:2-3 

 And didn’t we see Joseph bearing the burden of his brothers? David? The 

prophets?  

c. The result of having this perseverance and encouragement from God? “…so 

that…” (15:6) 

                                                 
59 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2007), 

98 (#941). 
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 “one accord…one voice” – unity is the key as we glorify God! (cf. 14:19, 

Ephesians 4:1-5; 1 Corinthians 1:10; John 17:20-23) 

ix. Bringing it all together, 15:7-13 

a. Again, “accept” one another. 

 Would we fellowship Corinth? cf. 1 Corinthians 1:2,8 

 If we fail to accept one another, who sins? The weaker brother or the older 

brother? 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 

 Did God accept us at a certain time in our strength? When we were mature 

thinkers? Or when we were weak and ungodly (Romans 5:6-8)? 

b. Christ’s example 

 He accepted both Jews and Gentiles. He accepted us. 

 This is what was always intended, hence the prophecies 

c. v.13 – If we fail to be unified, we rob ourselves and each other of 

“joy…peace…hope…by the power of the Holy Spirit”. Nothing is worth 

missing out on that. 

 Unfortunately, there’s not much allegiance to each other in the 

brotherhood. We’re too consumed with what we want.  

d. The importance of unity 

 Ephesians 4:1-3 – be diligent to maintain unity 

 Ephesians 4:13 – the purpose of the equipping of the saints is so that they 

will attain the unity of the faith 

 John 17:23 – so that the world may know 

 1 Corinthians 1:10 – an exhortation for zero divisions!  

 Romans 15:7 – our acceptance echoes Christ’s acceptance of us 

VI. Closing Remarks, Romans 15:14-16:27 

A. Paul’s confidence in them, 15:14 

1. The law of expectation: If we communicate that we expect the best out of people, often 

they will give their best. In essence, it communicates that you have confidence in 

someone to do something, sometimes even before they even believe they want to try. 

B. Paul’s longing to see them – a repeat of prior remarks, Romans 1:10-13 

1. Part of what I love about this is we see Paul’s confidence in the ministry that God has 

called him to and equipped him for. Too often we don’t engage in ministry because 

we listen to our own negative self-talk instead of believing God’s confident 

declaration of our abilities given by His divine power. 

C. Paul’s desire to evangelize – a repeat of prior remarks, Romans 1:14-15 

1. We see the practical side of what Paul remarked in the 1st chapter when he declared his 

indebtedness to all men because of the grace that He received from God. In this we 

should follow Paul as Paul follows Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1) 

D. Greetings 

1. What all these greetings show is the amount of people that were important and vital to 

the ministry of Paul. Too often we weigh ourselves on the balance alongside the 

Apostle Paul and are found wanting. Instead, we should see that even men like Paul 

are undergirded by the ministry of plain church folks who did their best with what 

God gave them. 

E. The end result of the gospel of faith: obedience, Romans 16:26 
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1. This is the same phrase Paul used in the beginning in the letter to introduce His 

purpose as an Apostle for the gospel of faith, Romans 1:5 

2. This letter clearly reveals the infinite depths of the mercies of God in response to our 

sin, but it also clearly shows that Christians are constantly perfecting themselves in 

the holiness of God, that we walk in pure obedience (cf. 1 John 2:1; 3:3,9) 

 

Conclusion of Living by Faith: The gospel undergirds everything we do as children of God. In 

accordance with that great mercy, we become God’s living sacrifices in this world, whether it’s 

relations with our brethren, our government or our world. By the nature of our identity in the 

gospel, we are reflectors of God’s glory. 
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God is Able 
 

In the following passages, notice what the Scriptures note that God is able to do. Be sure and 

read them in context, then write down beside the Scripture reference what the text reveals God 

was able to do. 

 

(Because of textual variations, each Scripture reference is accompanied with the popular versions 

that contain the word “able”.) 

 

2 Chronicles 25:9 -  

(ESV; ASV) 

 

Daniel 3:17 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Daniel 4:37 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Luke 3:8 -  

(NASB; ESV; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Romans 11:23 -  

(NASB; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Romans 14:4 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV) 

 

Romans 16:25 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

2 Corinthians 9:8 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Ephesians 3:20 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

2 Timothy 1:12 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Hebrews 2:18 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Hebrews 5:2 -  

(NIV84) 
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Hebrews 7:25 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Hebrews 11:19 -  

(NASB; ESV; NKJV; ASV) 

 

James 4:12 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Jude 24 -  

(NASB; ESV; NIV84; NKJV; ASV) 

 

Revelation 5:5 (contrast with verse 3) -  

(NIV84) 

 

Now, if God is able to do something and He loves you, what will He do? Exactly what He has 

revealed He is able to do. 

 

When our loved ones are in trouble, will we not do everything that we are able to do to meet the 

need of the situation? How much moreso will Him who loved us to the point of dying on the 

cross for us do what He is able? 

 

 “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all,  

how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?” 

Romans 8:32 
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10 Reasons Why Romans 7:14-25 is  

The Struggle of the Unregenerate Man 
 

 

1. The man speaking here says, “I am of the flesh” (v.14). But the Christian is not of the flesh, 

but of the Spirit (Romans 8:9). 

 

2. The believer is not “sold into bondage to sin” (v.14), but rather delivered from sin to be a 

slave of righteousness (Romans 6:18). 

 

3. The man speaking here is overcome by “sin which dwells in me” (v.17,20). Yet Paul has 

already shown us that the Christians are baptized so that “our body of sin might be done away 

with” (Romans 6:6). 

 

4. “I know that nothing good dwells in me” (v.18) is not the confession of the believer, 

especially if one understands the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

 

5. “Prisoner of the law of sin” (v.23) hardly agrees with Paul’s statements of “For sin shall not 

be master over you” (Romans 6:14) and “having been freed from sin” (Romans 6:18). 

 

6.  “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?” (v.24) is not 

the cry of the one who has already been rescued by the Christ. 

 

7. Sin is not defeated in this section. That seems to contradict what Paul argues in 6:1-7:6 that 

the Christian has defeated sin and is no longer a slave to it.  

 

8. The Christian life is one of peace, not inner conflict (cf. Romans 8; Philippians 4:4-7). 

 

9. The Christian stumbles from time to time, but his sin is not a regular “practice” like here 

mentioned in verses 15 & 19 (cf. Romans 6:1; Hebrews 10:26). 

 

10. Jesus Christ is not mentioned until verse 25, and the Holy Spirit is not mentioned in the 

passage at all. The presence of the Spirit is a distinctive mark of the Christian. This cannot be 

the believer speaking. 

 

 

 


