
7/24/2021 Mail - Matt Marton - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/0/inbox/id/AQQkADAwATM0MDAAMS04NzY2AC1mYjRhLTAwAi0wMAoAEABJOhBW9b9rTpIjvpdH1vle 1/5

Ministry Athleticism
Have you been enjoying the Olympics? What is your favorite event to watch?
We have been thinking so much about how our ministry the past two months

has been like track and field events. We look forward to catching you up with all
our "athletic" ministry events in this letter. Thank you so much for your faithful

love, support, and partnership!!! We are beyond blessed by you.

The Shot Put
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As we mentioned in our letter back in
May, Juan's brother was getting
married in Texas the month of June.
We were so blessed to be part of his
big day and be together with family.
A week after the wedding we
contracted COVID and it was like a
shot put hitting all our plans. We had
to cancel many of our support raising
meetings and even cancel our flight
back to Colombia, rescheduling our
flight for the end of June. 

By God's grace we had a mild case
of the virus and after quarantining we
were beyond surprised by friends
and family in NJ and Texas that
threw us baby showers and a baby
reveal party. Having quality time with
our loved ones was exactly what we
needed to be re-energized and
excited to return back to the mission
field. 

The High Jump
Before we left for Texas all
of the leaders of the church
replant had been praying heavily
over the possibility of renting this
building for the church.

The church leadership vision team
got together once more to discuss
designs of the best church layout for
future ministries. Praise the Lord by
the end of June the contract was
signed and construction in the
church building got started. This was
a huge jump in the replantation of
the church. 

The Long Jump
Over the past eight months, during the height of the pandemic here in Medellin,
we have been so grateful to partner with a local full-time pastor whom had to
close his church doors due to the pandemic and in his words, poor church
planting methodology. We have been partnering with him and his wife since the
beginning of December to successfully relaunch the church with vision,
direction, and a strong leadership team. The Lord has been showing us over
the past month that it is time to phase out since the church will be relaunching
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in just two weeks with these things in place. We know in our hearts that it is
time to begin what has always been our focus and God's call on our lives, to
plant our own church. We are long jumping out in faith and in obedience to
God's call to begin our own church planting process. 
 

Baton Pass Relay Race
With the blessing and full support of Wilcar, we will be doing a phase out of
ministry these summer months. We established what our roles will look like
during this time and the responsibilities we will be passing on to others to run
the race that is set before them. Melissa has been working in setting up the
children's classrooms and will be teaching children 1-4 year olds while training
some others for this age bracket. Juan will be finishing up the sermon series
study guide for this upcoming series, Heroes and Villains, which is a series
focused in the book of Kings. Juan will be preaching his last few sermons
and will be training a young man of the church in the best methods
to creating sermon devotional guides for life groups and personal use.  

We covet your prayers as we begin our own church planting process at the start of
September. If you remember from our presentations during our support raising

journey, our phases and church planting methodology are the following: 
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1. Evangelize and build relationships with the community by doing creative outreach
activities/events   

2. Build multiple life-groups and grow a leadership team 
  

3. Begin looking for a place to hold a formal church service and launch the church
plantation 

4. Disciple! Disciple! Disciple! and train leaders and a national pastor who is
theologically equipped to lead the church to spiritually fruitful growth 

Pre-pandemic we had a much faster time-line for these goals and phases, but due to
the on going pandemic obstacles we face here in Medellin, only the Lord holds the
time capsule! Please pray as we pursue the Lord's call on our lives and continue to

do Kingdom work. Thank you so much for your prayers, support, and constant giving.
Your faithfulness to us is what empowers us to remain faithful to God's call on our

lives.  
With much love, your missionaries, 

The Santafe Family

USA Address: 
46 Hinkle Dr. 

Bordentown, NJ 08505 

Colombian Phone Numbers: 
Juan- 321-243-3059 

Melissa- 321-243-8043 

E-Mails:
Juan - jsantafe@avmi.org 

Melissa - msantafe@avmi.org 

Avant Contact:  
10000 N Oak Trafficway 
Kansas City MO 64155 

800.468.1892 
Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
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