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Twists and Turns

Twists and Turns - April Santafe Update

Juan and Melissa Santafe <msantafe@avmi.org>

Tue 5/4/2021 6:24 PM

To:  mjm353@live.com <mjm353@live.com>
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As a family we love going on road trips, I believe that they are the most

marvelous experiences you can have with family and friends. The

beautiful views, the great conversations, and the loud music that

everyone is singing along to; road trips are some of the lasting

memories and family stories that are talked about for years. If you

have been on a road trip for long hours you would have noticed all the

different road signs that appear throughout the long trip, these signs

are what protects us when we are on the road. It is very important for

the driver to learn how to read and listen to these signs and lower the

velocity when warning signs appear. Especially to protect oneself from

accidents and traumatic experiences. 

Our Route

Full Speed Ahead
The month started out strong with the forming of a strong base of

leaders for our church planting vision team. Juan also launched a

sermon series with sermon bumpers and a sermon study guide for the

body of Christ here; in which none of these ministry tools have been

used or practiced with this body of Christ before. The sermon study

guide has been a huge asset for the life groups that are starting up.  

One very important key component to this month is Juan and Wilcar
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had the opportunity to have a meeting with Andres Arcila, who is the

mayor of the city that we are planning to launch the church. He gave

Juan and Wilcar a better understanding of the social problems of the

area we want to work. Furthermore, he clarified the best residential

areas and the upcoming building projects. He even was able to map

out the sections of the city that have little to no evangelical presence.

This meeting was strategic in the effectiveness in reaching the city for

the Gospel of Christ. 

Slowing our Velocity
During this month of April we have learned how to slow down our

velocity and take the curves of our ministry journey with patience. 

Right when we thought we were going at the correct speed, the Lord

slowed our speed down due to the uprising cases of COVID here in

Medellin. The cases have been so out of control that the hospitals are

around 96%-99% full capacity. Due to these conditions, the

government has ordered complete lock down from Thursday to

Monday mornings, inhibiting us from being able to  

meet with people, have life groups in person, the Venezuelan refugee

family ministry that Melissa is involved in is on pause, and we are back

to virtual services. This is an area we covet your prayers for. Please

pray for continual health and that we will be able to resume these

things in person as soon as possible. 
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Huge Curve in the

Road

We are super excited to announce baby number three will be coming in

mid-December. We are excited, blessed, but nervous to say the least.

We ask for your prayers as we go through this  pregnancy and birthing

process in a country where COVID is heavily affected and in a country

we have never given birth before. We are grateful that the Lord guides

and directs each curve and even speed in our life journeys. He is the

only one in whom all faith is given! 
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We do ask for one added praise and prayer request. Juan's brother will

be getting married at the end of the month in Texas and we are so

grateful we will be able to partake in this big family celebration.

Melissa and Emma will be taking a quick three day trip to NJ to see her

family who will be coming in from Alaska as well. We pray for

protection during these family reunions and celebrations. Although,

we would love to be able to reconnect with many of you, knowing that

these trips are very short it may not be possible during this time.

Please know we are beyond grateful to you for your continued love and

support as we serve the Lord here in Medellin, Colombia. 

Your Missionaries, 

Juan and Melissa Santafe 

make a donation make a donation

USA Address: 

46 Hinkle Dr. 

Bordentown, NJ 08505 

Colombian Phone Numbers: 

Juan- 321-243-3059 

Melissa- 321-243-8043 

E-Mails:

Juan - jsantafe@avmi.org 

Melissa - msantafe@avmi.org 

Avant Contact:  

10000 N Oak Trafficway 

Kansas City MO 64155 
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800.468.1892 

Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
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