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Burton
We had a tough goodbye this month. Burton Taylor has been with us almost 5 years at the Center. He truly became like a son to Patty and I. Burton’s work ethic is surpassed by no one. He was always looking for a way to serve. At his going away coin ceremony He told everyone at the Center that he knew he would miss us, but was surprised a just how much he was already missing the building. He cut our grass, put a new floor in our kitchen, he and I repaired the roof multiple times, and he helped build the new addition, hanging sheetrock with me and assisting with moving materials and cleaning up more times than I could count.  Plus Burton would house sit for us during our frequent trips to churches. When we would return, we always found our lawn mowed, our lawn mower serviced and repaired if needed, and other repairs around the house done without fanfare. He worked on my truck several times and even hung our Christmas lights so I wouldn’t have to climb on the roof.  Best of all, his faith remained rock solid through the years we had him at the Center. It was tough to see him leave for Okinawa for three years. Here’s hoping he gets reassigned to our area when he returns!

Chapel
I had the opportunity to take care of all the chapel services in the last half of the month as the Chaplain on Camp Johnson was overseas. Not just Sunday morning services, but the Wednesday night Bible Studies which had just started this year. It was great to have three straight weeks (Including the first Sunday of September) to preach twice a week. The training schedule at Camp Johnson rotated and an almost completely new group of Marines and Sailors started coming to the Chapel services this month. I made a great contact with an older Marine who is a Raider (Marine Special Forces). He added a lot of stability to the Wednesday night Bible study, encouraging the young Marines in a way I did not expect. 

Salvations/ Baptisms
At the first of the month I had several Marines in my office after a Tuesday night Bible study. One young lady shared a spiritual battle she has been engaged in for years. We agreed to pray for her and a week later she told me she experienced total victory for the first time in her life! Praise God! On that same night a young man who has been coming to the Center for about a month made a confession. He told me he was an atheist. But for some reason, he kept having dreams about Jesus! I gave him my “John” assignment- Read 2 or 3 chapters of the Gospel of John each day, praying beforehand that God would reveal His truth. He agreed. Three days later on Friday he came to our Bible study and I asked him how it went. He said he had just one question: “Why didn’t anyone believe Jesus?!” I was blessed to help him call on Christ that night and we baptized him a week later!
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Description automatically generated]That baptism was the 10th so far this year out of the Center. A week later I baptized two from the Wednesday night Camp Johnson Bible Study. And that Marine Raider? He promised both the young men I baptized that he would be there if they would. He came the following Sunday with his wife and child. The next Tuesday I was sick and unable to be at our Bible Study. I had my good friend Pastor Woody Whitt of Memorial Baptist fill in for me. At the end of Woody’s lesson the Raider approached him and asked what he needed to do to be saved! I will be baptizing him this coming month!!
Isn’t God Good?



image1.png
TD-%@
RoM i\




image2.png




image3.jpg




