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The beauty of this act is that it uses 
the wording of Roe v. Wade to stop 
abortion, by affirming the personhood 
of the unborn child, whose right to life 
is then guaranteed by the 14th 
Amendment of our U.S. constitution. 
If, as expected, the decision will then 
be passed down to the individual 
states, even there, many state 
legislators are already restricting 
abortion. Some now are also seeking 
to enhance restrictions on the ability 
of people to obtain abortion pills by 
mail, which many consider unsafe 
without seeing a doctor first. This is 
especially vital now that the most 
recent figures say 40% of all 
abortions are done through medicine, 
not surgery. 

It is indeed a time for perseverance 
in ALL ways in support of unborn life! 
This is the reason why I, Jeannie, 
gladly accepted the offer to join the 
Board, when I could no longer serve 
as Co-Director, as I have the great 
privilege of homeschooling my  
granddaughter through high school, 
now that both my son and his wife 
are working full-time for their older  
daughter’s Christian college fees.  
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This month, our country celebrates 
mothers on Sunday, May 9th, and we 
know that you, our supporters, join 
with us to encourage our mothers on 
their special day! BUT you have 
remembered them faithfully all year, 
PTL! Your investments of prayer, 
generous donations, and volunteer 
efforts have helped us to remain 
active and creative in meeting the 
ongoing needs of our mothers and 
their children during this whole past 
year of the COVID-19 pandemic.               
THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH! 

The future of the pro-life cause may 
look especially challenging right now, 
but our God is always at work, even 
when we do not see it! We want to 
bring to your notice several 
encouraging developments, which 
have not been highlighted in the 
media lately: 

15 pro-life women were elected to the 
House, more than doubling the 
previous total!  Further, a record 172 
co-sponsors in the U.S. House and 
Senate were recruited for the Life at 
Conception Act, which guarantees 
protection for the unborn.  
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“I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU...TO GIVE YOU A FUTURE AND A HOPE”   JEREMIAH 29:11 

 During the past year’s pandemic, we 
have frequently shared with you the urgent 
current needs of the families we serve, and you 
have responded with great generosity. The 
Time news magazine of August 2020 reported 
that 40% of mothers in this country were the 
sole or primary breadwinners for their family in 
2017. Pew Research Center reported that while 
14% of upper-income earners reported in 
August that they, or someone in their 
household had lost their job due to the 
pandemic, 33% of low-income people had 
become unemployed. You can readily 
understand therefore why the January 2021 
Census Bureau stated that more than a third of 
households were still struggling to pay for basic 
necessities. 

 Clearly, with such a significant number 
of mothers bearing the brunt of providing for 
their families, and knowing that a third of low-
income workers (as are the great majority of 
our single mothers) lost their jobs due to the 
pandemic, FCNB is doing everything possible 
to help in meaningful ways: meeting 
urgent needs, and providing 
scholarship funding for any single 
mother families for tutoring the 
children, or helping the mothers to 
further their education, so they can 
earn a higher wage towards financial 
self-sufficiency.  

 However, recently we have 
become aware of another way that 
the pandemic has hindered 
educational opportunities for the most 
vulnerable students among high school seniors:  
the U.S. Census Bureau estimates that several 
million of them canceled plans to go to college 
in the fall of 2020 because of financial 
constraints due to the pandemic. This was 
especially in evidence at community colleges, 
who educate over a third of U.S. college 
students, and serve as an entry point for low-
income students. While freshman enrolment at 
all U.S. colleges dropped 13% in the fall 2020 
semester, it dropped 21% at community 
colleges.  

 Sadly, once low-income students who 
delay college lose the resources they had 
access to in high school, research shows they 
are much less likely to try again in later years. 

  Many high school seniors had to take on 
extra jobs or caregiving responsibilities for younger 
siblings, squeezing out the focused time and 
energy needed for the complex process of 
choosing colleges with majors in one’s subject, 
applying, (often with required essays) and then 
long forms to fill in for financial aid and 
scholarships.  

 The extra jobs or caregiving during the 
pandemic meant that grades dropped for some of 
them, which lowers their chances of merit 
scholarships. For many students, if they do not get 
the grant or scholarship, it means they are simply 
not able to attend college. Students in low-income 
households were much more likely to cancel plans 
to take college classes than those in high-income 
households, according to the Census Bureau.  

 The April 2021 Time news magazine 
reported that “Nearly all jobs created during the 
recovery from the Great Recession went to 
workers with at least some college 
education...Americans with just a high school 
diploma face higher rates of unemployment and 

earn up to $26,000 less each year 
than those with an associate’s or 
bachelor’s degree, based on median 
weekly earnings.” 

Two opportunities for FCNB to help 
come to mind:  

• We will place a special emphasis 
on helping high school students who 
need tutoring, with the scholarship 
funds generously made available by 

the Dreams R Us foundation, 

• If anyone reading this newsletter has time and 
the skills to first encourage and then assist our 
single moms’ high school graduate teens in the 
college application process, please let us know. 

A final thought: the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children found that without 
government help, 40% of childcare programs are 
likely to close, because of the expensive initial and 
ongoing costs of pandemic safety requirements. 
Clearly, this would impact even those of our single 
mothers who have a job to go back to, and as 
breadwinners for their families, need to work.  

Please pray with us that God would show us 
and our community what we can do to help out 

in this situation.  
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‘AS FOR ME AND MY FAMILY, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD”  JOSHUA 24:15 

 We have asked Balbina Gonzalez  if she 
would share her testimony with our supporters in 
this newsletter, because, as you will read, 
Balbina’s testimony is just what we hope will be 
that of all of our clients in God’s good time:  
salvation, discipleship, and then finding a way to 
serve God that fits one's gifts. We count it such a  
delightful privilege that God, in His time, called 
Balbina here to work together with us, as a 
volunteer counselor for the last three years:  

“I started coming to Friendship Center because I 
was lonely. I had no family in this country and I 
was pregnant with my first child. I did not know 
how to deal with a newborn baby in a new 
country. I did not even know it was a Christian 
place – I was not a Christian at the time. During 
my very first visit, the Gospel was shared with 
me, and Fany prayed for me. I was always met 
with love not judgement, and I know the 
counselors pray together for their clients each 
day. I continued to come for material help, but 
most of all I needed someone to listen to me, my 
fears, and my emotions, and offer help through 
the curriculums, and always my counselor 
prayed for me. She was so compassionate and 
full of the love of Jesus. Having a strong 
relationship with my counselor helped me to 
know that I needed to ask Jesus to be my Savior 
and Lord. Then, I no longer felt alone or afraid 
because I knew that God is always with me 
(Joshua 1:9) through the Holy Spirit within me. 

 

 

 

         I started going to church every Sunday. 
Friendship Center still helped me in the years I 
was a single mom with 2 children now. They 
continued to help me with material support and 
godly counsel.  

I was praying for a good Christian man to marry 
me and help raise my boys. The Lord answered 
my prayer when I met Joaquin. I asked God if this 
was the man for me. We prayed together and put 
our relationship in God’s hands, and we were 
married in 2016. He is a wonderful husband and 
now together with my sons, we are a family 
serving the Lord together at our church and in 
leadership in our home group, so we can say “As 
for me and my family we will serve the Lord”  

  The Lord was preparing me all along to 
someday be a counselor at Friendship Center, 
and use my experience from my life to share with 
all the ladies that come, how God has changed 
my life to His glory. “the things which you learned 
and received and heard and saw in me, do these, 
and the God of peace will be with you” Philippians 
4:9. I was a client for about 8 years, and now I 
have been a counselor for about 3 years. I use 
my testimony to share God is love with my clients 
and how God has totally changed my life. I 
received the blessing, and now I share this 
blessing with others.” 

 Balbina, pictured below with her family, is a full-
time mother at home now, BUT if ever she is able 
to return, we would welcome her with  great joy! 
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PLEASE DO JOIN US! 

 

 
Date: 

Thursday  
May 6,  2021 

Time: 5:30-
7:00pm 

Place: 
Historic 

Courthouse 
Steps 

 

On Main 
Street in 

Flemington 

For more 
information 
please call: 

Mimi Koontz:  

908-806-4444 

or Lucy Bush:  

908-369-6945  


