
 

 

Hello God! Are 

you there? I’m 

calling you all 

day long. I’m 

not using a 

phone. I’m 

praying. Do you 

know that 

praying to God 

is like talking 

on the phone 

to your Dad, 

Mom or a 

friend? That is 

one way to 

think/learn 

about praying 

to God. Your 

call never goes 

to voice mail; 

God always 

listens to you. 

Psalm 86 
 



 

Calling the Forgiving God 
(artwork by Maddie Trapnell; writing by Laraine Thulin) 

 

When I was a little girl, before I understood Jesus was my Savior, I would talk to God as I walked in 

the pastures and woods on my farm. I called Jesus, the son of God, my friend. I would talk to Him for 

hours. I discovered that God was “abounding in love to all who call to you (Him).” (v. 5) I saw my Mom 

talk to Him every night sitting on the couch in the living room, reading her Bible. He must have loved 

her, too! Teachers at church prayed (talked) to God. He must have loved them, too! My friends prayed 

(talked) to God. He must have loved them, too! Then I found out that if I asked, God would forgive me 

of the naughty things I did, which were called sins. 

Psalm 86:5 says that God is “forgiving and good.” God forgives, He loves and He is always available. Like 

King David, who wrote Psalm 86, I can “call to [God] all day long.” You can, too! 

Psalm 86 (NLT) - A prayer of David. 
1 Bend down, O Lord, and hear my prayer; answer me, for I need your help. 2 Protect me, for I am 

devoted to you. Save me, for I serve you and trust you. You are my God. 3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, 

for I am calling on you constantly. 4 Give me happiness, O Lord, for I give myself to you. 
5 O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for your help. 

6 Listen closely to my prayer, O Lord; hear my urgent cry. 
7 I will call to you whenever I’m in trouble, and you will answer me. 

 

Activity: Pretend you have a phone. Call God. Tell Him how much you love Him. Then tell him all the 

things you said or did that were not nice. Ask God to forgive you. Then hang up your “phone”. When you 

do that, your sins are forgiven! God will answer your call any time, for any reason, all day long! 


