
Week 10: July 28–Aug. 3 

Psalm 103 
(International Children’s Bible) 

“Praise to the God of Love” - Of David. 
 

8 The Lord shows mercy and is kind. He does not become angry quickly, and he has great love. 
9 He will not always scold us. He will not be angry forever. 

10 He has not punished us as our sins should be punished. He has not repaid us for the evil we have done. 
11 As high as the sky is above the earth, so great is his love for those who respect him. 

12 He has taken our sins away from us as far as the east is from west. 
13 The Lord has mercy on those who fear him, as a father has mercy on his children. 

14 He knows how we were made. He remembers that we are dust. 
15 Human life is like grass. We grow like a flower in the field. 

16 After the wind blows, the flower is gone. There is no sign of where it was. 
17 But the Lord’s love for those who fear him continues forever and ever.  

    And his goodness continues to their grandchildren 
18 and to those who keep his agreement and who remember to obey his orders. 

19 The Lord has set his throne in heaven. And his kingdom rules over everything. 

 
 

This Psalm is called “Praise to the God of Love.” Circle words/phrases that describe God’s love. 

Verse 12 says God takes our sins away “as far as the east is from the west.” What do you think that 

means? 

Look at the pictures on the next page. Why does David (the writer) describe human life as grass and 

compare growth to flowers in the field (vs. 15-16)? 
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Finally, verse 17 says that the Lord loves those who fear him forever. But isn’t “fear” a scary thing? In 

Hebrew, there are two words for “fear.” One is pachad which means dread, terror, or to be startled. 

The other is yare which means to stand in awe, reverence, respect, recognize God’s power.  

Here’s an activity that might help explain. Find things around your house that have a good purpose but 

can be unsafe. (i.e.: knives, medicine) How is each item good? How is it unsafe? You’ve been taught to 

respect these things because even though they are used for good reasons, they can be dangerous. This 

is the same with God… When we understand who He is (both good and powerful) and what he can do 

(create snowflakes and avalanches) we have a respectful awe or fear of the Lord.   


