
-------------------------- 
Create a sacred space at home.  

This service at home is an opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice Jesus made 

on our behalf and to prepare for the celebration of Easter. This printed version 

can be used by itself or with the visual option and/or the kids page.  

Gather these items:  

• Bible  

• bowl of water and towel 

• five candles 

• bread and wine/juice for communion 

• hammer, scrap of wood and large nails 

Play “The Wonderful Cross,” light candles, and lower the lights when you are ready to begin. 

-------------------------- 

Maundy Thursday 
April 9, 2020 

Excelsior Covenant Church 

 
The Thursday before Easter is known as Maundy Thursday.  

Maundy is Latin for "command," and refers to Jesus' commandment to the 

disciples: "Love one another as I have loved you." 

 

Crosslet: This cross symbol means “small cross.” It symbolizes Jesus’ 

purpose on the cross – to save all people. It also points in every 

direction which reminds us that all people are loved by God. 

(NOTE: These cross symbols match an activity on the kids’ page.) 

 
 
 

Opening prayer: Lord Jesus, we worship you and offer the prayers of our hearts. Help us 

enter the spirit of the upper room where you met with your disciples. May we sense your 

presence here with us now and know the amazing love you have for us. Prepare our 

hearts to be fed at your holy table so that we may also share in your suffering and be 

raised to new life in you, Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



John 13:1-5, 34-35: Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 

Read the passage. Dip your hands in the bowl of water and dry them 

with the towel. If you are worshiping with others, dry the hands of the 

person next to you saying, “Love one another.” Extinguish a candle. 

Budded Cross: The three-budded cross is sometimes called the Apostles Cross, with each 

bud representing one of the twelve Apostles. Jesus prepared to have his final meal with 

these twelve closest friends.   

 

Luke 22:14-20: The Last Supper 

Read the passage with someone holding up the bread and cup as 

those portions are spoken. Play “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” as 

you serve each other communion. Then extinguish a candle. 

Cross on Orb/Cross of Triumph: This Latin cross resting atop a globe symbolizes the 

triumph of the Gospel message around the world. The bread and cup that Jesus gave 

to his disciples at the Last Supper is now celebrated by Christians around the world. 

 

Luke 22:39-53: Jesus in the Garden 

Read the passage. Use these sentences to say a prayer use all of 

your own words. Then extinguish a candle.  
o God, you are ____. 

o I’m sorry that I ____. Please forgive me. 

o Thank you for loving me so much that you died on the cross and for ___. 

o Please help me ____. 

Anchor Cross: Because of persecution, the anchor was a “safe” symbol recognized by 

fellow Christians. On the Mount of Olives, Jesus cried out to his anchor, the Heavenly 

Father, for comfort. And for Christians today, Jesus Christ is the anchor of the soul. 

  

Matthew 27: 1-2, 11-14, 27-40 (or Mark 15:1-5, 16-31): 

Jesus Is Tried and Crucified 

Read the passage. Write a sin you confessed in the prayer (or 

another one) on the paper. Use the hammer to nail it to the scrap of 

wood. As you listen to the pounding of the nail, think about how 

Jesus must have felt as he was nailed to the cross. Extinguish 

another candle. 

Jerusalem Cross: In some traditions, the five crosses together represent the five 

wounds of Christ at his crucifixion (hands, feet, side). 

Luke 23:44-53: The Death of Jesus 

 

 

 

 



 

Extinguish the final candle. Sit in darkness as you listen to “Were You 

There?” 

Latin Cross: This is likely the shape of the cross on which Jesus was crucified. 

 

-------------------------- 
SONG LYRICS 

 
The Wonderful Cross 

Music: Lowell Mason, Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves Words:  Isaac Watts, J.D. Walt, Chris Tomlin; CCLI #391251 

When I survey the wondrous Cross on which the Prince of Glory died 
My richest gain, I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride 

See from His head, His hands, His feet sorrow and love flow mingled down 
Did ever such love and sorrow meet? Or thorns compose, so rich a crown? 

Oh the wonderful Cross, oh the wonderful Cross bids me come and die and find that I may truly live 
Oh the wonderful Cross/, oh the wonderful Cross  

All who gather here by grace, draw near and bless Your name 

Were the whole realm of nature mine that were an offering far too small 
Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all 

 

Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 
Words/Music: Mark Ladd / Samuel T. Francis; © Warner Chappell Music, Inc.; CCLI #391251 

Oh the deep, deep love of Jesus vast, unmeasured, boundless, free 

Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me 

Underneath me, all around me is the current of your love 

Leading onward, leading homeward to your glorious rest above 
 

Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus; 'Tis heaven of heavens to me 

And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to thee 

Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus, spread his praise from shore to shore 

How he loves us, ever loves us, changes never, nevermore 

 

Were You There? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 

 

 

 


