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So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apos-

tles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom 

you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.                                    
          Ephesians 2:19-22 

 

 I have been talking a lot about our church being irresistible. I love that word.  
And I would be overjoyed if our church was irresistible to those who are seeking a 
church.  Irresistible means, “impossible to refuse, oppose, or avoid because it is too 
pleasant, attractive, or strong.”  Can you imagine the possibilities of a church that is 
irresistible?  I have noticed that nationally known preachers are using this word too.  
So the question is: How can we make West Green Tree impossible for someone to 
“refuse, oppose, or avoid” because this church is “too pleasant, attractive, or strong?” 
 So after reading a few books and articles on the subject, I have come up with a 
few characteristics that a church needs to be irresistible to those who are seeking a 
relationship with God - a true, deep, intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 

Authenticity   
Someone seeking God needs to see that those who proclaim the love of God are truly 
living it out.  Is our worship authentic?  When someone, or a family, visits this church, 
do they see the love we have for Jesus and one another?  It does not matter if we have 
great contemporary music or super reverent order of worship.  What matters is that in 
everything we do, the love for and the love of Jesus is genuine.  I have people in our 
church who say that I am sometimes too jovial in the pulpit and at the same time I 
have people say that I am too reverent in the pulpit. However, I have never had anyone 
say that I do not love Jesus!  That love is genuine in me and the people in our church. 
That love will permeate through us and be like a beacon of hope to those who are lost. 
 

Significance 
Significance is very significant in a church! Ha!  Here is what I am getting at.  Have you 
ever gone to a large church and they have ushers and greeters at each door, greeting 
you with a smile, a hand shake, and I quick “God bless you?”   They have been trained 
well.  But once you get into the building, no one says anything to you.  You are kind of 
lost in the traffic.  Guess what? That happens in small churches too.  Here’s the point: It 
is not enough to be just seen, seekers must feel that they are significant.  When a 
stranger walks through our doors, we need to realize that what we say and do may 
have eternal consequences for that individual.  Do we love them like Jesus loves them 
to show that we truly care? The point is that we are ALL ushers and greeters!   
 

Humility 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 
better than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3) 
My simple definition of humility is “to give oneself up for another.”  This covers all as-
pects of the life of a church.  Are we willing to give up our dress code in church for 
someone who visits and does not look like us?  For the love of Jesus and for those He 
loves, are we willing to give up a worship service to take care of a visiting family’s tod-
dler in the nursery?  Are we willing to go the extra mile for someone in crises and 
needs a friend?  Are we willing to give up being served in order to serve those who 
walk into our church looking for God?  In other words, are we willing to be like Jesus. 
 

 

More Than Ever 
In today’s chaotic world, 
With everything around                              

us crumbling, 
Morality held in contempt, 
Our leaders false, corrupt,                            

or bumbling, 
More than ever, we  

need Christ 
To lead us through this                       

darkening place; 
His absolute truth will light                   

our way; 
He’ll lift us with His love                         

and grace. 
The Bible is our  

cornerstone; 
In God’s word, we take                         

our stands; 
Role models we will strive to be, 

Examples of our                                   
Lord’s commands. 

Dear Lord Jesus, strengthen us 
To complete the tasks you’d                      

have us do; 
We pray you’ll lead us,                          

guide us now 
To know and love and  

follow you. 
 

By Joanna Fuchs 
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Marriage Retreat 
West Green Tree is 
holding a marriage re-
treat, Face to Face: 
Seven Keys to a Secure 
Marriage” Saturday, 

September 29th, beginning at 
8:30 am. Through this class, you 
will learn to be vulnerable & en-
hance your bonding, to cling to 
one another in times of loss & rely 
more each day on the One who 
comforts you with His promise, “I 
am with you always,” The cost per 
couple is $35 (includes lunch). 
Contact the church office if you 
are interested in attending and 
would like to register. 

Love Offering for                                   
Adam Hollinger Family 
The Board is so thankful for your 
generosity to the Adam Hollinger 
Family. The previous love offering 
was a blessing to them. The WGT 
Family gave generously & we 
were able to send them a check 
for $3,678.00. The Board wishes 
to give those an opportunity that 
may have missed the first Love 
Offering  to be able to give or for 
those who feel led, may give 
again! The Love Offering will take 
place Sunday, September 9th dur-
ing both services. A basket will be 
at the Welcome Center on Sep-
tember 9th for your donations. If 
giving a check, it should be paya-
ble to WGT with Adam Hollinger 
in the memo line. Please do not 
put your donation with the regu-
lar offering. This is a voluntary 
deal, if you have already given 
you are not obligated to give 
again. This is just our family giving 
you another opportunity to bless 
them in this very difficult time 
and if you feel led, please give! 

Nominating Committee Seeking Names 
 The Nominating Committee members will meet Monday, Au-
gust 27th, to begin to prepare the ballot with names of  persons whom 
they feel would serve West Green Tree as a volunteer on one of the 
commissions or other areas of the church. If you feel you would be in-
terested in possibly having your name on the ballot to be considered 
for one of the commissions, please contact, Ruthie Hollinger, chair per-
son. 
 In order to be considered for an open position within the work-
ings of the church, you must be a member of WGT and should have 
some working knowledge about the operations of the church and have 
a commitment to fulfill your obligations if chosen.  
 Please free to contact Pastor Mick, Greg Seitz, moderator, Matt 
Haverkamp, Asst. Moderator or Ruthie Hollinger, chair person, with 
questions.  
   

Community 
When a family or a person visits a church, they want to hear a good ser-
mon and have a good worship experience.  So I try to represent the 
truth of God’s word every Sunday.  I may be the preacher, but I am not 
the only one preaching on Sunday.  Every member of our church is 
preaching the Good News of Jesus to all those who enter our church!  
Every willing believer, from our Sunday School teachers, our sound crew, 
our nursery volunteers, to those just hanging around in the hallway, are 
preaching! WGT is a community to faith proclaiming the Good News of 
Jesus Christ in what we say and do.  We have different gifts in our 
church, but each gift is significant!  I may preach an uninspired sermon 
from time to time but the prayer you pray with a visitor you meet in the 
hallway may be the best message given that morning.   
 

Borderless 
West Green Tree Church of the Brethren is not a building. WGT is a 
group of believers that are called out from the world to follow Jesus.  
When you leave this beautiful building and the property of the church, 
you do not leave Jesus behind.  He does not live in the church, He lives in 
you!  We are all members of West Green Tree whether we are worship-
ping in the sanctuary, working at our place of employment, or even va-
cationing in a foreign country.  Our church becomes irresistible when 
our individual faith becomes irresistible to others.  I was talking with 
Ruthie Hollinger about people who do not know Jesus that we may en-
counter outside the church.  She said, “We may be the only Bible that 
people see.”  How true! 
 

“Irresistible churches are champions at leading people closer to God, 
being conduits for the Holy Spirit to change lives for the better and im-
pact society for good.” (The Irresistible Church: 12 Traits of a Church 
that Heaven Applauds by Wayne Cordeiro)  
 

Can West Green Tree be irresistible?  Can we be “impossible to refuse, 
oppose, or avoid because we are too pleasant, attractive, or strong?”  
Sure we can! We can with God’s grace and His irresistible love for us! 
 

All for His glory, 
Pastor Mick 
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 ANOTHER NEW YEAR FOR TINY TIMBERS 
“Teaching children through the love of Jesus” 

 God has been so good to us at Tiny Timbers Christian Preschool. We will be starting our 21st year at 
West Green Tree Church of the Brethren very soon. The Monday, Wednesday, Friday classes start on the 10th of 
September and the Tuesday, Thursday classes start on the 11th of September. Seventeen students will be return-
ing from last year and twenty-nine others will be coming for the very first time. We praise God for bringing all 
these precious little ones. Please keep all the students, families, staff and the Tiny Timbers board in your prayers 
as they begin a new school year. As I type this, we are blessed with enough children to fill three classes and have 
2 openings yet in our Tuesday, Thursday afternoon 3’s class. 
 Our staff is eager to start and have been working on getting things together for the start of school. The 
Teachers will be meeting with each student and the parents, on the 4th and 5th of September. This is a time for 
the child, the parents and the teacher to get to know each other a little better before school actually starts. We 
will have an Orientation on Thursday, the 6th of September and Friday, the 7th of September. This is a time for 
the children to get to know the students that will be in their class and for the parents to fill out paperwork and 
receive additional information about Tiny Timbers. The staff will be working hard to get the rooms ready on           
August 28th. 
 I am happy to say that our entire staff will be returning. Our staff in the Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday classes include Carrie-Anne Henry, the Teacher, and Teresa Hellein and 
Cindy Collins, the Teacher’s aides. In the Tuesday, Thursday classes the Teacher is Natalie 
Gordon and the Teacher’s Aide is Ruthie Hollinger. The Tiny Timbers Board Committee 
includes Sarah Clugston, Kelsey Hollinger, Cindy Seitz, Dennis Saylor and Paula Jones. We 
are under the spiritual guidance of the Witness Commission of West Green Tree. Thank 
you so much to the Witness Commission and all they have done for the school. On Sep-
tember 30th the Witness Commission has set apart a special Sunday for all the Tiny Tim-
bers Families to worship with us in the service of their choice and to share breakfast with 
us. Please come and welcome the families that come to West Green Tree during the week. 
Some changes at Tiny Timbers this year include: 
 Two-way Radios-The staff will be required to have two-way radios with them during school hours for 
security, emergencies and better communication with the church office and staff. 
 We are encouraging students to wear a helmet while riding the tricycles outside. 
 Just a reminder:  Please remember if you see an orange barrier or chain that is blocking the driveway, 
please turn around. Do not go around it or unhook the chains. The barriers and chains are there for the safety of 
the precious little children that are playing outside. Also, please keep the doors to the church locked at all times 
during Preschool hours.  
 Thank you so much for your prayers, support and many donations throughout these many years at Tiny 
Timbers. I know you all have a heart and a lot of love for Tiny Timbers. I know the families, children and staff 
have felt that love. A special thank you to some people that have already used their time and talents over the 
summer to help us get prepared for the school year. Dick Dickason for making and painting the new wooden 
Boy and Girl that hang on the fence near the playground. Also, to Darlene Breneman and Mary Stauffer (Aunt of 
Heather Haverkamp) for shortening the handles on the student’s new Tiny Timbers school bags. They all look 
great!!  
 If you would like to buy a Tiny Timbers T-shirt, please see me! 

We praise God for these precious little 
lives that are in our care every day.  

                    

 Children are a blessing and a gift from          

the Lord. Psalm 127:3 

In Love, 
Cindy Seitz 
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September Servants 

 September 2 September 9 September 16 September 23 September 30 

      

Scripture &               
Sermon 

“Called Out as 
Bearers of Light 
1 Peter 2:9-12 

Pastor Mick 

Shawn O’Brien “Friends, Romans, 
Countrymen: Lend Me 

Your Ears” 
Romans 1:1 
Pastor Mick 

“Salutations!” 
Romans 1:1-7 
Pastor Mick 

“Prayers & Impar-
tation” 

Romans 1:8-15 
Pastor Mick 

Pianist/Organist Leslie Allen Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt & 
Brenda Geib 

Ryan Arndt 

Special Music  Dawn Dupler  Kid’s Choir  

Chorister June Kolp Regena Tripp Regena Tripp  Liane Sucharski June Kolp 

Greeters 8 am Henry Harry & 
Ralph Daniels 

June Kolp Carey & Paula Brandt Charles Groff Phil & Donna Hol-
linger 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Todd & Lisa 
Shelly 

Dick & Sandra 
Dickason 

Maurice & Kim Houser Matt & Heather 
Haverkamp 

Dennis & Ann Say-
lor 

Welcome Center                                  
8 am 

Ralph Daniels Cindy Collins Leslie Allen Dan & Nila Grose Phil & Donna Hol-
linger 

Welcome Center   
10:30 am 

Todd & Lisa 
Shelly 

Dick & Sandra 
Dickason 

Julie Ramsey Jim Spickler Dennis & Ann Say-
lor 

Worship  Leader Brenda Axe Liane Sucharski Ralph Daniels Allison Huber Doug Breneman 

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS 
Class 

Faith Seekers SS Class Sojourners SS Class  

Deacons/
Anointing 

Doug & Dar-
lene Breneman 

June Kolp Jeff & Dori Schwanger Marlin & Rose Hib-
shman 

Jim & Polly Shu-
mate 

Sound Room 8 am Jerry Huber & 
Nick Sieber 

Duane Martin & 
Justin Arndt 

Jeff Schwanger & Greg 
Seitz 

Jerry Huber & Zane 
Seitz 

Jerry & JJ Huber 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Jeff & Shane 
Schwanger 

Jeff Schwanger & 
Jason Leonard 

Duane Martin & Jason 
Leonard 

Duane Martin & 
Greg Seitz 

Shane Schwanger 
& Nick Sieber 

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

 Linda Spickler & 
Hailey Tippett 

Don & Donna Weaver   

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

  Jason & Holly Leonard   

July & August Stats 
 July 22 July 29 August 5 August 12 August 19 

Total Worship 158 158 140 None reported 165 

Sunday School 87 NONE 90 None reported 89 

General $4,325.00 $3,911.00 $3,824.00 $1,538.00 $6,743.00 

Building $65.00 $60.00 $100.00 $60.00 $580.00 

Deacon  $225.00 $50.00  $50.00 

Seminary $2,625.00 $535.00   $130.00 

Sermon Series: The Book of Romans 
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Shipwrecked VBS 
We enjoyed another amazing week of Vacation 
Bible School with an average of 95 kids per 
night.  We enjoyed songs, games, stories & crafts. 
We also learned SO much about how God                  
rescues us.   
The children were faithful in their giving! We                 

collected items (toothbrushes & toothpaste,                 
crayons, small toys, markers, glue & other 
school supplies) and $751.29 for ECHOS in 
Elizabethtown! Thank you for your support 
and your generosity!  
Mark your calendars for VBS 2019 next year 
July 15th through July 19th so that you don’t 
miss out on volunteering in this community 
outreach. The theme is yet to be determined 

but it will be a great opportunity to show the love 
of Jesus in practical ways to the kids in our 
community! VBS wouldn’t be the success that it 
is without committed volunteers! 
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Anniversaries 
9/3 - Larry & Linda Brosey 
9/4 - Steve & Nel Bender 
       - Dennis & Ann Saylor 
9/5 - Ken & Margaret Stoppard 
9/7 - David & Joanne Arndt 
9/15 - Daryl & Angie Harnish 
9/16 - Steve & Mindy Smith 
  - Bryan & Michelle Myers 
9/19 - Phil & Donna Hollinger 
9/20 - Jim & Ruthanne Gruber 
9/21 - Matt & Heather Haverkamp 
9/24 - Shawn & Mandy O’Brien 
9/25 - Chris & Kristine Stoppard 
9/26 - Carey & Paula Brandt 
9/28 - Jim & Donna Coble 
 

Birthdays 
9/1 - Dave Hawthorne 
9/3 - Steve Bender, Barb Haverkamp 
9/5 - Ryan Arndt, Cole Willenbecher 
9/6 - Steve Hiller 
9/7 - Enya Smith, Casey Tippett,                            
 Jaxxon Bixler 
9/9 - Kim Coble 
9/10 - Phil Hollinger 
9/11 - Dennis Saylor 
9/15 - Steve Dupler, Michele Gruber 
9/17 - Christie Farmer 
9/18 - Kelcey Zimmerman 
9/19 - Richard Fazenbaker,                                
 Marlin Kershner 
9/21 - Sue Brooks 
9/22 - Ed Horst 
9/23 - Cindy Drawbaugh 
9/24 - Gretchen Garber 
9/25 - Gene Walmer 
9/26 - Marilyn Keener 
9/27 - Doug Daniels 
9/28 - Anthony Dupler 
9/29 - Kayley Kershner 
9/30 - Shawn Cannon, Ken Stoppard, Jay 
Forry 

Tiny Timbers Donations Needed 
Some things Tiny Timbers is in need of for the up-
coming school year:  
Lego DUPLO blocks (not the Mega blocks - the Tues-
day/Thursday teacher prefers these over the regular 
Legos for the smaller children. 
School supplies: Elmer’s glue sticks, masking 
tape, paper towels,  birthday napkins, regular nap-
kins, tall kitchen garbage bags, magic cleaning eras-
ers, refill liquid hand soap (not anti-bacterial) Lysol 
in a can, Lysol cleaner in plastic sprayer, Baggies- 
gallon (with ties), sandwich baggies, snack baggies 
and  plastic gloves. Please mark them for Tiny Tim-
bers and put them anywhere near the office door. 
Thank you so much for your kindness! 

Upcoming Activities at WGT 
Take note of these future activities at the church. 
*The church office will be closed Monday, Sep-
tember 3rd for the Labor Day holiday 
*Autumn Saints Brunch & Bible begins Wednes-
day, September 5th, at 10 am in the Fellowship 
Hall. The Truth Project is the topic. Study guides 
will be available for purchase for $8 per book. 
*The youth are invited to the O’Brien’s home 
Wednesday, September 5th, for dinner! 
*Promotion Sunday is September 9th 
*Paula will be on vacation September 17th - 24th 
*The Marriage Seminar is taking place Saturday, 
September 29th 
*Tiny Timbers families are invited to attend 
church & enjoy breakfast Sunday, September 
30th 
*Love Feast will take place Sunday, October 7th, 
at  6 pm.  
*Ladies! Mark your calendars for Saturday, Octo-
ber 27th for the Women’s Retreat with special 
guest speaker Afnan Lieb. Afnan was born in Hai-
fa Israel & raised in a small Christian Arab village 
of Kfar Yasif in Galilee. Plan to attend & be 
blessed! 
*Fall Fest/Barn Party will be held Saturday,                  
November 3rd 
 



740 Greentree Road 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

  
Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

 
 

Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant 
paula@westgreentree.org  

 
 

Phone: 717-653-5367 
Fax: 717-653-5056 

 
 

www.westgreentree.org 
 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Our Vision Statement 
“To Know, Love, &  Follow                         

Jesus by Serving All” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 Sunday School 9:15 am 
 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 

 
Monday Bible Study: Ladies 7 pm 
 
Wednesday: Youth @ 7 pm 
 
Thursday Bible Study: Men 7 pm 

 


