
Pastor Mick’s Musings 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.”              John 16:33 
 
 I sat in amazement and great sadness as I watched the fall of                    
Kabul as the Taliban approached the city.  The frightening images of so 
many people trying to flee the country.  The desperate Afghans                     
hanging onto gigantic airliners, running across the tarmac was heart 
wrenching.  To me, there was a sense of helplessness as I read and 
heard about the atrocities happening on the outskirts of the city.                      
Afghans were being executed, their wives and daughters given to                     
soldiers as war brides, houses and homes being destroyed.  The                             
Taliban and “Sharia Law” have come back with a vengeance. But 
amidst the tragedies there is still hope.  We need to hold onto that 
hope.   
 Few people know that Afghanistan is the second fastest growing                 
nation in Christian discipleship.  They are coming to Jesus and many                              
house churches are forming.  The fire of revival was ignited in Afghani-
stan and many people now turn to Jesus for comfort and refuge. An 
article from FAI Missions brings light and information for what is hap-
pening: 
 

Afghanistan’s underground churches, part of the second-
fastest growing discipleship movement in the world, now 

find themselves under the watchful eye of an Islamic cabal 
that will not hesitate to enforce capital punishment for the 

Sharia “crime” of Christian evangelism, with some 
underground church leaders reporting that they have 
already received threatening letters from the Taliban 

indicating that the radical militia knows who they are and 
what they are doing.  

(https://www.faimission.org/wire/afghanistan-collapses-churches-
threatened) 

 

 Remember that our fight is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the spiritual forces, the principalities and authorities in the 
spiritual realm.  Our brothers and sisters in Afghanistan are suffering 
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Our Vision Statement: 

“To Know, Love, &                  

Follow Jesus by                        

serving All” 

 Hymn Sing Mondays @ 7 pm 
 WWW Bible Study Mondays 

@ 7 pm 
 Youth Wednesdays @                 

6:15 pm 
 Men’s Bible Study Thursdays 

@ 7 pm 
 Executive Committee Mtg. 

9.7 @ 7 pm 
 Tiny Timbers Orientation 9.8 

& 9.9 

 Prayer Shawl Gathering 9.10 
 Commission Meetings 9.14 

@ 7 pm 

 Board Meeting 9.14 @ 8 pm 
 Tiny Timbers First Day 9.13 

& 9.14 
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WGT Family, 
 We, your deacons, have been discerning and                      
have been in prayer about how we can serve you, our                      
congregation, in a more consistent and effective way. 
 In our church by-laws, it states the following: Servants 
of the Lord must be alert to the needs and the opportunities 
about them. They must make their ministry relevant to the changing times and should always be creative in                    
communicating the Word and the love of God. 
 We are making some changes to how we serve you as Deacons. In the past, your family was placed on a                   
Deacon’s list. That will no longer exist. You will no longer have a designated Deacon. Moving forward, you may contact 
any deacon of your choosing when you have a need. We want you to feel open to reach out to a Deacon you feel God 
is leading you to and one that you feel comfortable sharing your needs and/or concerns. 
 As your Deacons, we want you to know we are your care team. We want you to come to us with your spiritual, 
physical, and emotional needs. 1 Peter 4:10 says this, “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 
 God has blessed us all with his grace and gifts. Let us all use our gifts to minister God’s love to each other. 
 Let any of us know if you have any concerns about this change. 
 
Your Caring Deacons, 
 Bill & Regena Tripp  717-367-5132   Dave & Ruthie Hawthorne 717-449-0254 
 Dan & Nila Grose  717-361-0471   Todd & Lisa Shelly  717-475-8620 
 Doug & Darlene Breneman 717-205-9265   Jim & June Kolp  717-526-9454 

DoYM September WGT Newsletter 
 It was a surprisingly larger than normal number of youths in the basement for a Sunday in August.  I made an 
audible note of it multiple times, enough in fact that a few youths gave me a hard time.  I must have sounded like an 
aging man who repeats himself without realization.   
 A new realization for some might be that attendance is unpredictable, whether we are talking about Wednes-
day night youth gatherings or our larger congregational gatherings. Pulling into the WGT parking lot is similar to Christ-
mas morning (or a box of chocolates) – you never know what (or who) you are going to get.  
 Regardless of who is in the room or if we are in the room, as followers of Jesus Christ our desire is to continue 
to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior.  We do not want our brothers and sisters to be unin-
formed, rather we want to utilize our gatherings as a time of preparation - preparation to live as His representatives in 
the world. 
 Preparation includes considering and realizing doubts and questions.  As we prepare with our youth we want 
to be a place where questions are welcome and doubts are normal.  We want to be a space to listen and to offer sup-
port for faith in Jesus.   
 Recently we have committed our gatherings to consider potential doubts and important questions.  We want 
to be able to contemplate our own questions but also be prepared to answer others who doubt our faith.  We’ve dis-
cussed how doubts do not disqualify us as followers of Jesus and how science and Christianity do not have to be at 
odds with one another.  This past week we discussed how suffering and pain not only do not disprove our Christian 
faith, but  “(m)ore than any other worldview, Christianity makes sense of, gives meaning to, and offers a solution for 
the evil and suffering we experience.”[1]    
 We don’t want to be uninformed follower of Jesus, rather we want to walk boldly and confidently into a world 
where others have questions and we can tell them about our Jesus.  
 

 

[1] https://open.life.church/items/220136-message-notes-pdf 

applewebdata://4E7205D1-15FF-4AA5-93BF-4B3E9C2E5DFD#_ftn1
applewebdata://4E7205D1-15FF-4AA5-93BF-4B3E9C2E5DFD#_ftnref1
https://open.life.church/items/220136-message-notes-pdf
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and dying in the name of Jesus. We need to support them 
with prayer - fervent prayer.  Pray that the Jesus movement in 
Afghanistan continues to grow as people come to know, love 
and follow Jesus.  Pray for the Afghans who do not know Je-
sus, that they can be reached for Christ.   
 

As Afghanistan is plunged back into the abyss of      
Taliban rule, we would ask the Maranatha global 

family to lift up urgent prayers and petitions for the 
Afghan people at-large, and for the                               

underground believers in particular. We pray that 
the God of All Comfort would embolden the                     

believers with a joy and peace that surpasses                        
understanding, that they might be a bright light to 
their communities in an increasingly dark season. 

We pray that the international community would be 
granted divine courage and wisdom in confronting 

the Taliban, and that the Taliban offensive would be 
reversed. Most of all, we pray that the unwavering 
witness of those who overcome by the Blood of the 
Lamb and the word of their testimonies would open 
Afghan eyes, even jihadist eyes, and that what the 

enemy has meant for evil in Afghanistan, God                    
would use for the good of His people and the                                   

glory of His Name.                                                       
(https://www.faimission.org/wire/afghanistan-

collapses-churches-threatened) 
 

 Please go to the website and read the article to see 
what we can do to help our brothers and sisters in                                
Afghanistan. 
 

 In that single verse in the gospel of John, Jesus prom-
ised three things.  First, in THIS world we will have trouble.  
Second, take heart because Jesus has overcome the world. 
Finally, he told his disciples, and us, who He is, why He came 
and where we are going; so that we may have peace.  Let us 
lean on the One who has overcome the world. 
 

 May we all find His peace in this troubled world. 
 

All for His glory, 
Pastor Mick 

Pastor Mick’s Musings continued from cover 

Anniversaries 

9.3 - Larry & Linda Brosey 

9.4 - Dennis & Ann Saylor 

9.5 - Ken & Margaret Stoppard 

9.7 - David & Joanne Arndt 

9.15 - Daryl & Angie Harnish 

9.16 - Steve & Mindy Smith 

9.19 - Phil & Donna Hollinger 

9.20 - Jim & Ruthanne Gruber 

9.24 - Shawn & Mandy O’Brien 

9.26 - Carey & Paula Brandt 

9.28 - Jim & Donna Coble 

 

Birthdays 

9.1 - Dave Hawthorne 

9.3 - Steve Bender 

9.5 - Ryan Arndt 

 Cole Willenbecher 

9.6 - Steve Hiller 

9.7 - Jayden Smith 

 Casey Tippett 

 Jaxxon Bixler 

9.8 - Dave Coble 

9.9 - Kim Coble 

9.10 - Phil Hollinger 

9.11 - Dennis Saylor 

9.15 - Steve Dupler 

 Michele Gruber 

9.17 - Christie Farmer 

  - Don Snyder 

9.18 - Kelsey Zimmerman 
9.19 - Richard Fazenbaker                              

 Marlin Kershner 

9.22 - Ed Horst 

9.23 - Cindy Drawbaugh 

9.24 - Gretchen Garber 

9.25 - Gene Walmer 

9.26 - Marilyn Keener 

9.28 - Anthony Dupler 

9.29 - Kayley Kershner 

9.30 - Shawn Cannon 

 Ken Stoppard 

 Jay Forry 

Prayer  
Prayer requests may be sent to 
Sylvia Weaver/Prayer Warriors        

at 717-653-1626 or 
212sweave@gmail.com 



September Servants 

 September 5 September 12 September 19 September 26 

 “Jesus: The God Who 

Serves” 
John 13:1-17 
Pastor Mick 

“Jesus: ‘Ego Eimi’ The God 

Who Is” 
John 18: 1-14 
Pastor Mick 

“Jesus: The God Who 

Dies” 
John 19:16-29 

Pastor Mick 

“Jesus: The God Who Lives 

Forevermore” 
John 20:11-18 

Pastor Mick 

     

Greeters Carey & Paula Brandt Dan & Nila Grose Daryl & Angie Harnish Dennis & Ann Saylor 

AV/Sound Room B: Dave Coble 
PC: Linda Tripp 

B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Greg Seitz 

B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Dewey Martin 

 

B: Dave Coble 
PC: Colton/Brienna Brown 

Nursery/Toddler     

9 am Welcome                  
Center 

    

     

Greeters Regena Tripp Cody Schwanger Doug & Darlene Brene-

man 
Ed Horst 

AV/Sound Room B: Shane Schwanger 
PC: Greg Seitz 

C: Liane Sucharski 
LSS: Liane Sucharski 

B: Greg Seitz 
PC: Dewey Martin 

C: JJ Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

B: Dave Coble 
PC: Allison Huber 

C: JJ Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

B: Dewey Martin 
PC: Greg Seitz 

C: Allison Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

Nursery/Toddler June & Sarah Kolp    

Special Music/Offertory Dawn Shirk Kayley Kershner  Mixed Group 

Worship  Leader Claire Leonard Linda Tripp Brenda Axe Leslie Allen 

Ushers Duane Bender,                    
Stephaine Runkle, Evan 

Sucharski, Bill Tripp, 

Gene Walmer 

Brenda Axe, SandraLee 
Dickason, Jay Forry, Mel 

Geib, henry Harry 

Jim Kolp, Jason, Holly & 
Claire Leonard, Walt 

Schwanger 

Duane Bender, Stephaine 
Runkle, Evan Sucharski, Bill 

Tripp, Gene Walmer 

10:30 am  Servants 

8 am Servants 

 7/25 8/1 8/8 8/15 

Total Worship 127 89 115 58 

Sunday School 59 None Reported None Reported  None/Camp Swatara 

General $3,696.70 $3,542.50 $4,530.00 $3,032.70 
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Sermon Series: Jesus 



 At Tiny Timbers Christian Preschool, we are excited and preparing for a wonder-
ful, healthy, safe new preschool year, here at West Green Tree. Our first day for the 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday classes is on Monday, September 13th. The Tuesday, Thurs-
day class starts on Tuesday, the 14th of September. There are 38 special little ones com-
ing through our church doors this year and they are so excited to start. I just love show-
ing the school to potential families and seeing the excitement on the children’s faces as 
they look around and want to play with everything in sight. I love asking the children 

questions about themselves and their favorites things. We are praising and thanking God for all the little blessings 
He has brought to us. They enter with smiles and love displayed on their faces every day and are so happy to be 
joining their friends and teachers for another fun filled day.  
 We are also thanking God for our wonderful Christian Staff that will be at Tiny Timbers this 2021/2022 pre-
school year. There are 5 ladies (Sarah, Chelsey, Kelley, Jackie and Darlene) on the Tiny Timbers Christian Preschool 
Staff and I am looking forward to working with all of them. God is Good!!  
 Thank you to the Nominating Committee for choosing three wonderful Ladies to be a part of the Tiny Tim-
bers Committee and for them accepting the call. They are Marcia Hawthorne, Polly Shumate and Lisa Shelly. Abbi 
Schwanger will be the Witness Commission Representative, Sarah Clugston is taking care of tuition and Paula Jones 
will be the Treasurer. They have many ideas for Tiny Timbers and I am looking forward to working with them on 
making the many decisions for the children, families and staff. 
 Please pray with us that the preschool will return to normal and we will be able to have field trips, our chil-
dren’s programs in person, etc.  
 We will give the church family an opportunity to order Scholastic Reading Club books for your child, grand-
child or great grandchildren throughout the year. We earn points through the club and receive many items for the 
classroom. When we are placing an order, we will inform you by way of the bulletin with the due date. We are sell-
ing subs in October and also in April, that are from the Country Store, and they are delicious. Check the bulletin for 
information.  
 We are collecting Newspapers, so keep filling up the newspaper shed.  
Please keep looking for other creative, exciting ideas for you to participate in this outreach. 
 We would like to thank you for the many prayers and donations you have brought to us for use throughout 
the many years. If you would like to donate some items, that we use regularly, they are listed in the bulletin and 
this newsletter. We would be happy to accept these anytime during the school year.  
 We can truly feel your prayers, and encouragement and ask that you continue to hold the Committee, Staff, 
Students and their Families in your thoughts and prayers this coming year. We are so thankful to have a church 
family that truly cares about the little, precious, ones that come through the church doors each day of the week.  

 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."         Matthew 19:14 (NIV) 

In His Love, 

Cindy Seitz (Director/Registration) 
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Tiny Timbers needs throughout the school year 

1. Spray Hand Sanitizer 

2. Paper Towels 

3. Napkins 

4. Small 3 oz. plastic cups 

5. Tissues- long box 

6. Tall Kitchen bags 

7. Lysol Spray 

8. Lysol Cleaner in Plastic Sprayer 

9. Sealable Baggies- gallon, sandwich, snack and quart 



Knights of North Castle VBS Wrap-up 
 This year’s VBS was by far the smoothest VBS that I have been                           
involved in to date!  Thank you to all the volunteers for your help before, 
during and after VBS! 
 We are truly blessed that we were able to welcome 50 kids each night 
to our church home and to learn with them about equipping ourselves to be 
knights for the kingdom of God! 
  
 
 
 
 

 Please keep your eyes peeled for ways to help 
with VBS 2022!  We are going to be hosting a VBS 
preview for churches in the area for Cokesbury’s 
Food Truck Party VBS March 20th, 2022. 
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WGT Softball Team Wrap Up 
 We had a fun year of softball despite 

only winning a handful of games.  We start-

ed with 30 people on the roster but do to 

injuries and other commitments we ended 
up with around 12 or 13 regulars.  We had 

several young adults and it was great seeing 

them there.  We also had a couple players 

60 and older! The young adults are already asking about next 

year!  
         We made it a point to show God’s love on the playing field 

by demonstrating sportsmanship and self control.  A big thank you 

to Dave and Ruthie Hawthorne for sponsoring the team!  You 

made things run much smoother by your generosity!  We plan on 

having a team again next year so if your interested….let me 

know!  God bless and see you in 2022!   

            Greg Seitz  

Plan to join with your WGT Family                     
for Love Feast Sunday, October 3rd,                   

at 6 pm. 



740 Greentree Road 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

WEST GREEN TREE 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

 Sunday Service Times: 

 8 am Contemporary Service  

 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Traditional Service 

 10:30 am Live Stream via YouTube 

 “West Green Tree Worship” 

Weekday Activities: 

 Monday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 Wednesday: Youth @ 6:15 pm 

 Thursday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

Phone: 717-653-5367 

Fax: 717-653-5056 

www.westgreentree.org 


