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A Back to School Prayer 
 

Lord, I pray for our school age kids                        
and grandkids. 

Grant them peace and a peaceful                    
learning environment. 

Protect them from the temptations 
of the evil one. 

Help them with friends that build 
them up and not tear them down. 
Open their minds to wisdom that 

they might discern truth. 
Encourage them with the caring of 

teachers and friends. 
Bring to their mind daily how much                

they are loved by you. 
And in all this bless them to                             
enjoy learning new things. 

Amen 
 

Author Unknown  

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven               
given to mankind by which we must be saved.”                                        Acts 4:12 
 

 As we have been rolling through Acts in our sermon series, this one 
statement from Peter, while preaching his first sermon, seems to remain in the 
back of my mind.  It is short but profound.  The truth of this statement is                       
undeniable.  You can not stretch the meaning of it or whittle it away to suggest 
anything but what is says.  Jesus is the only way we can be saved.   No one in 
the universe can save us; only Jesus. 
 Saved from what?  When someone is "saved," they are pulled out of 
danger.  The danger here is eternal separation from God at best.  At worst, it is 
an eternal existence of utter torment and pain.  That is what Jesus saved us 
from.  The only way was for Jesus to atone for our sins on the cross.  It was the 
only way to save us.  Many people today are quick to say that there are many 
ways that lead to God.  The Apostle Peter would disagree as would I.  Jesus 
asked the same question to our Father in Heaven hours before His trial and 
crucifixion in the garden of Gethsemane.  He prayed, “My Father, if it is possi-
ble, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”  (Matthew 

25:39) The answer came quickly as Jesus was arrested shortly after. 
 There is no denying the truth of Acts 4:12.  However, in this age of                
ethical relevancy, we are told that there are many truths.  In a previous church, 
I was conducting a confirmation class and had two young ladies discussing 
their faith compared to the faith of a friend of theirs in school.  Their friend 
said she was a Hindu now and believed in reincarnation.   I had just taught the 
confirmation class that Jesus was the only way to Heaven and that those who 
do not believe in Jesus when they die go to Hell - a place of eternal torment.  
As I listened in to the conversation of the two young ladies, they seemed to be 
quite alright with their friend being a Hindu.  I asked, "Aren't you alarmed or at 
least worried about your friend's eternal salvation?"   They looked at me quite 
perplexed and said, "Why? She has her truth and we have ours."   
 It seems as if the ethical relevancy was alive and well, living in our pub-
lic schools.  I had to spend an extra class or two on the idea of absolute truth - 
a truth that is outside our own bias and perceptions.  The two young ladies 
needed to realize that both faith statements about eternal life are mutually 
exclusive - they both can not exist.  I said that if your friend’s truth is correct, 
then we are to come back to this world thousands and thousands of times until 
we all become perfect and become like god or actually become a god.  If our 
truth is correct, then your friend is heading to a very terrible place.  They sud-
denly got very sullen and understood the predicament.  They agreed that Jesus 
was the only way to heaven and decided to pray for their friend. 
 In these days of moral and ethical relativism, we are blessed to know 
that there is an absolute truth.  The fact that Jesus said that He would be cruci-
fied and die on a cross, and then rise again in three days; and then He does it, 
should be enough proof for any reasonable thinker to believe.  Our truth is 
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TINY TIMBERS LAUNCHES INTO 19TH YEAR OF OPERATION 
 “Teaching children through the Love of Jesus” was the motto for 
Tiny Timbers Christian Preschool when it opened its doors for the first time 
nineteen years ago, as a realization of an inspiration Pastor Don and Ruthie 
Hollinger had about establishing a Christian preschool for children of the 
surrounding community.  That motto continues to be paramount as the 
school opens its doors, once again, as an active mission effort of West 
Green Tree.  
 School will officially start Monday and Tuesday, September 12 and 13 for five classes of 3 and 4 
year-old children.  Presently, the school has 52 registered students;  there are still several openings in 
the TTH-PM 3s class.  The children will be fortunate to be taught and guided by a loving and experienced 
staff.  The three Pre-K classes will be taught by Miss Sherry (Longenecker) and assisted by Miss Cindy 
(Collins) and Miss Teresa (Hellein).  The two 3s classes will be taught by Miss Natalie (Gordon) and assist-
ed by Miss Ruthie (Hollinger).  Miss Sylvia (Weaver) will be joining the team as incoming director.   
 Tiny Timbers Board is chaired by Linda Tripp; other members include Pastor Mick Allen, Darlene 
Breneman, Angie Harnish, Heather Haverkamp, Paula Jones, Rose Hibshman, Dennis Saylor, Kari Slater 
and Sylvia Weaver. Many thanks to these WGT members who give of their time and talents to manage 
our highly recommended Christian educational program. The WGT membership should also be com-
mended for the variety of ways you help meet the needs of supporting this ministry.  Presently you can 
donate the following items: long-box tissues, paper towels, lg. pkg Bounty napkins, 3-oz. paper cups, 
Baggies: snack, sandwich, quart or gallon sizes, liquid hand soap (not anti-bacterial), “Wet-Ones,” “Baby 
Wipes, tall kitchen bags, and Magic Cleaning erasers. Mark donations “Tiny Timbers” and place at the 
Tiny Timbers’ office door, or on a hook beneath the cubbies. Items may be brought in now or throughout 
the year. Thanks! 
 We look forward to keeping you informed about various units, activities, and special events 
throughout the school year of Tiny Timbers  in upcoming Evergreen News! 

found in a person, the Son of God, our Savior 
and Lord, Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, "I am the 
way, the TRUTH, and the life.  No one comes 
to the Father except through me."   
 Dear friends, we have this Good News 
to share and we have the privilege and honor 
to tell others about Jesus.  We can set people 
free!  As His disciples, we hold to His teaching.  
If so, "then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” John 8:32 
 

Finding peace in the freedom found in Jesus, 
Pastor Mick 
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 Anniversaries 
9/4 - Steve & Nel Bender 
       - Dennis & Ann Saylor 
9/5 - Ken & Margaret Stoppard 
9/7 - David & Joanne Arndt 
9/13 - Ned & Margaret Stumpf 
         - Ron & Wanda Winters 
9/15 - Daryl & Angie Harnish 
9/16 - Steve & Mindy Smith 
9/19 - Phil & Donna Hollinger 
9/20 - Jim & Ruthanne Gruber 
9/21 - Matt & Heather Haverkamp 
9/24 - Shawn & Mandy O’Brien 
9/27 - Scott & Pam Carlson 
 

Birthdays 
9/1 - Dave Hawthorne 
9/3 - Steve Bender 
9/5 - Ryan Arndt 
9/6 - Steve Hiller 
9/7 - Enya Smith, Casey Tippett 
9/9 - Lloyd Swarr 
9/10 - Phil Hollinger 
9/11 - Dennis Saylor 
9/13 - Ned Stumpf 
9/15 - Steve Dupler, Michele Gruber 
9/17 - Christie Farmer 
9/19 - Richard Fazenbaker, Marlin Kershner 
9/21 - Sue Brooks 
9/23 - Cindy Drawbaugh 
9/24 - Gretchen Garber 
9/25 - Gene Walmer 
9/26 - Marilyn Keener 
9/28 - Anthony Dupler 
9/29 - Kayley Kershner 
9/30 - Shawn Cannon, Ken Stoppard  
 
 
 
 
 

If, during any month, your anniversary/birthday                      
is missing or the date is incorrect, please                              

notify the church office. Thanks! 

Upcoming Education Classes 
Discover West Green Tree classes will begin 
September 11th & run through October 16th. 
This is a new member orientation and a Sunday 
School Elective for folks interested in the histo-
ry of the Church of the Brethren & West Green 
Tree. Please sign up at the information center. 
 
Autumn Saints, a Bible study geared towards 
folks 55+, will begin September 14th & run 
through December 7th, at 10 am each 
Wednesday. The study will be The Book of He-
brews - Christ-Perfect Sacrifice, Perfect Priest 
by John MacArthur.  A sign up sheet can be 
found at the information center in the lobby. 
Sign up if you plan to attend so that we  are 
prepared with a study guide for you. 

First Wednesday 
Mark your calendars for our first First                  
Wednesday event on September 7th, at                    
6:30 pm. Come to enjoy good fellowship & a 
great meal. Please see Heather Haverkamp 
with questions. 

Upcoming Events at WGT 
Check out the events happening in the near 
future! 
**Thursday, September 8th at 7 pm - Choir re-
hearsals begin for the upcoming Choir Season. 
See Ryan Arndt with questions. 
**Friday, September 16th - Pass It On will be 
held at 7 pm. If you have a talent or hobby you 
would like to share, see a Nurture Commission 
member & schedule it for this night! 
**Sunday, September 18th - Baptism at Longe-
necker’s Pond. If you have never been & would 
like to be baptized, please contact the church 
office ASAP.  
**Saturday, November 5th will be WGT’s Fall 
Fest, held here at the church. More details to 
come! 



Page 5  

 September Servants 

 September 4 
Labor Day 

September 11 
Promotion Sunday 

September 18 September 25 

Scripture &               
Sermon 

Acts 16 
Sir, What Must I do to be 

Saved? 
Pastor Mick 

 

Acts 17 
To an Unknown God 

Pastor Mick 

Acts 18 
Do Not  Be Afraid, Keep 
on Speaking, Do Not Be 

Silent 
Pastor Mick 

Acts 19 
Shawn O’Brien 

Pianist/Organist Leslie Allen Sylvia Weaver Brenda Geib Ryan Arndt 

Special Music  Mixed Group Choir   

Chorister Regena Tripp Glenn Weaver Sylvia Weaver  June Kolp 

Greeters 8 am Mike & Marcia Haw-
thorne 

Shawn & Mandy      
O’Brien 

Ruth Carlson George & Sarah                                  
Clugston 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Adrienne & Grace 
Fellenbaum 

Bill & Regena Tripp Doug & Darlene 
Breneman 

Cindy Collins & Ralph 
Daniels 

Welcome Center 8 am Kathy Martin Shawn & Mandy       
O’Brien 

Mary Jane                     
McClenaghan 

Sarah Clugston 

Welcome Center  
10:30 am 

Glenn & Sylvia Weaver Nancy Garber Todd & Lisa Shelly Don & Ruthie Hollinger 

Worship  Leader     

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class Sojourners SS Class 

Deacons/Anointing Marlin & Rose                            
Hibshman 

Matt & Heather 
Haverkamp 

Jerry & Julie Ruhl Clint & Julie Arndt 

Sound Room  
8 am 

Duane Martin & Zane 
Seitz 

Jerry & JJ Huber Jerry Huber & Justin 
Arndt 

Jerry Huber & Cody              
Dupler 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Jeff & Shane Schwanger Duane Martin & Shane 
Schwanger 

Duane Martin & Jeff 
Schwanger 

Jeff & Shane Schwanger 

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Linda Spickler & Hailey 
Tippett 

  Brenda & Nicole                      
Drawbaugh 

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Jason & Holly Leonard Marilyn Keener &         
Nick Ellison 

Charlie & Tracy 
Drescher 

Dane & Lauren Youtz 

 July & August Stats 
 July 24 July 31 August 7 August 14 August 21 

Total Worship 170 149 160 63 139 

Sunday School 89 None Reported 99 None Reported 83 

General $5,901.50 $5,306.00 $5,841.00 $2,087.00 $4,571.00 

Building      

Deacon $265.50  $50.00 $50.00 $216.00 

Seminary $50.00 $200.00 $75.00 $50.00 $100.00 
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 Licensed Minister News 
 Over the summer of 2016, I was able to engage in the course entitled:  Culture, Context and Mission.  
This course was very interesting as it reinforced that many cultures may exist within organizations.  Cultures 
exist beyond those of ethnic or geographic but can include socio-economic as well as generational.  While 
WGT does not seem at first glance to include a wide variety of cultures, when you take in to consideration the 
vast range in ages it becomes clear that we are a multi-cultural organization. 
 Understanding that various cultures will have varying understandings, perspectives and ways of com-
munication will impact the way effective communication will occur.  When sharing the good news of Jesus, an 
understanding of how to best communicate love that will best be understood by the recipient is necessary.  
The challenge is how to share God’s love in a way that is meaningful and true to people with different back-
grounds without compromising His truth. 
 I am grateful to have the support of WGT as I continue to gain knowledge of God, in order to love Him 
and others more. 

Shawn O’Brien 
 
 
 
 Up to this point in my education towards a masters of divinity, consist of Gospels and Acts, Biblical 
Hermeneutics, Greek Language and a Seminary introduction Class. I am scheduled for this fall to take Interme-
diate Greek and History of Christianity 1. 
 I am enjoying my classes very much, and continue to build relationships with my professors and new 
found friends who are also attending the seminary. I am learning a great deal and continue to be in awe of all 
that there is to know about the God we serve. It is humbling to sit and learn all the aspects of our faith. It is 
often times overwhelming. 
 Alongside my continuing education I remain one of West Green Trees, licensed ministers and am 
humbled by the incredible support and encouragement that all of you have showered over me. All of you help 
reinforce the call on my life and fuel me to move forward.  
 I have enjoyed being able to preach the Gospel to all of you many times now and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed every moment. I have also, in my short time as one of your ministers, been able to meet with some 
of you for advice or simply talking Bible “stuff”. But what is really a joy for me is getting to meet and spend 
time with you as a brother in Christ. So as an open invitation, if you ever have something of any nature that 
you would like to meet with me about, I would be more than happy to do so. This is a part of my ministry that 
I would really like to build so please feel very welcome to ask! 
 On another note I continue to be a part of our Men’s Mountain Movers, This is a incredible ministry 
that our congregation holds, and I cherish being able to serve with Marlin Hibshman, Dave Hawthorn and the 
other chair members in serving the men of WGT. No summer plans were made but I am excited to say that 
our fall get together at Dave’s Cabin by his house will be coming soon here in November. An invitation has 
been made to Have Dr. Buckwalter of Evangelical Seminary, as our guest speaker for that evening. And I hope 
to have a pig roast to serve has our main course. Leading up to the cabin event the 3Ms’ are going to try and 
have a fall Saturday men’s bible study where we watch a DVD and engage in active conversation for several 
weekends. 
 If you ever need to Contact me my cell number is 717-808-8814, Mobile work # is 717-381-0735, and 
my email address is cschwanger90@outlook.com 

God bless, 
Cody Schwanger 
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District Conference 
Each year, District Conference is held at Elizabethtown College. This 
year, West Green Tree has been asked to host the conference on Satur-
day, October 8th. What does this mean for us as a church family? It 
means we are in need of help! We are looking for folks to volunteer to 
be parking attendants, greeters, and ushers throughout the entire day.  
If you feel this is something you would like to 
participate in, please contact Don & Donna 
Weaver. These folks have graciously volun-
teered to help coordinate our group of vol-
unteers. They can’t do this alone! Please con-
tact them at 361-8044. They will also be 
seeking volunteers face to face...so be ready 
to say yes! 

Promotion Sunday 
Promotion Sunday 
will be held                     
Sunday, September 
11th, during the Sun-
day School hour. If 
your child will be 
moving on to a new 
class, be sure to be 
here for this transi-
tion Sunday. 

Youth News 
 The month of August al-
lowed us time to explore the sto-
ries of individuals whose lives 
were FLIPPED when they encoun-
tered Jesus.  We took time to see 
how knowing Jesus can cause us 
to look at ourselves and our lives 
differently.  We shared that how 
the world wants us to see our-
selves and others is not the same 
as the truth of how Jesus knows 
us and loves us without fail. 
 On Sunday, August 21st, a 
group of 20+ enjoyed a time of                      
fellowship and fun after church.  
We had pizza followed by an hour 
of jumping (some youth FLIPPED) at Get Air trampoline park. It was a fun time that included jumping 
on trampolines and a ninja warrior course.  If you would like to see pictures, we have a closed group 
on Facebook that church members are welcome to join (just message Shawn O’Brien and I am able 
to add you). 
 As fall quickly approaches we look to continue growing in our knowledge of the Lord, while 
enjoying time together.  We are exploring some possibilities for service, fundraising and fun.  We are 
considering offering a service to the congregation for fall time yard cleanup as a fund raiser, please 
see me if you would be interested.   
 We appreciate your support and prayers.  May we all grow in our knowledge of the Lord                    
together.   

Shawn O’Brien 
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Adventures in Uganda: A Month of Teaching, Celebrations, Medical Camp, and Gifts 
 Hello church family! I hope this update finds you all doing well! I can’t believe that summer is almost over and that 
for all the kids back home, it’s time to start another school year. I hope you had a wonderful summer and you were able to 
enjoy it!  
 Teaching is continuing to go well. The school year is more than halfway over and on September 2nd, the second 
term will end, and we will have another 3 weeks of school break. The children in my class continue to do really well! I’ve 
been teaching them Sight Words, for example, words like: a, an, the, is, on, and, are, etc. I use books that I made last year to 
help them learn how to read. The books use the Sight Words and simple words they know in English. So, they started with 
reading simple phrases like, A book. The pencil. Then they progressed to sentences like, A book is on the table. Now, they 
are reading sentences like, A book and a pencil are on the table. I am so happy and excited that my students are learning 
how to read!! I am very proud of them! They are also learning to comprehend what they are reading, which is also a very 
important component of reading.  
 My students also continue to do really well understanding my directions in 
English and even use broken English with me. Just like last year, I love listening to 
my students try to speak English to communicate with me, even if it is simple or 
broken English. It shows me that they’re understanding English, and understanding 
it well enough to be able to speak it! The only difficulty is that there are some stu-
dents who need extra help during class because they don’t understand my direc-
tions as well as some of the other students, but it’s hard to help those few students 
and check the work of all 41 students. I want to make sure all of my pupils under-
stand the activity and what we’re learning but it’s hard to do that with such a large class size. My class wasn’t as large last 
year and I felt I was able to help more of the students who struggled with the lessons. However, I try to help as many stu-
dents as I can try to understand each lesson and what we’re learning. Also, this past week the other volunteers helped in the 
Nursery section classrooms and I had 2 volunteers help me in the classroom each day for the entire class time. So, that was a 
huge blessing and they were able to help me help the students do their lessons and check their work! The volunteers will 
continue to help the Nursery classrooms and help me and the other 2 teachers once a week, so that will be so nice to have 
their help for one day a week. 

 On July 4th, we had a fun day celebrating the Fourth of July. The entire team of 
volunteers and Ugandan staff had the day off. We traveled to a beach resort at Lake 
Victoria and went swimming, relaxed on the beach, and ate delicious Westernized 
meals, like burgers and fries! It was a beautiful day and it was fun enjoying the holiday 
at the beach! 
From July 19th – 21st, we had a medical camp for the people in Zirobwe and the sur-
rounding villages. I was a part of the medical camp last year, and it was such a blessing 
to be able to be a part of it again this year. I would teach in the morning and then help 
with the medical camp after 1 p.m. each day. Another volunteer and I helped as the 

Doctors’ Aides. We would escort each patient to a doctor, and then when a patient was finished seeing the doctor, we 
would escort them to the tent where they would wait for their prescription. It took the entire team of Ugandan staff and 
volunteers to work together to make sure the medical camp ran smoothly. We had people working in the areas of registra-
tion, triage, doctors’ aides, and pharmacy. Then we also had a dentist come from Kampala and some volunteers and staff 
assisted the dentist. Another section was family planning where they tested patients for malaria or HIV. The 3 day medical 
camp was very busy and went from 8 a.m. to about 7-8 p.m. each day. It was tiresome but very, very successful! The overall 
total of people who received medical care 
and treatment was 1,820! Not only did we 
care for the physical needs of the people 
who came but also for their spiritual 
needs. Members of our team would share 
the gospel as the people waited outside in 
a large tent before they went through reg-
istration. Each day, there were multiple 
people that gave their lives to Christ! It 
was a great experience sharing the love of 
Jesus with all the men, women, and chil-
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dren who came to receive medical care. It was more of a blessing to see the responses of people who were so appreciative 
that they were able to get the treatment that they needed at no cost to them. People would walk miles and miles just to 
come for the medical camp and would arrive as early as 5 a.m. and wait until we started at 8 a.m. A proper facility that 
provides medical care is something that the people in the village desperately need, and it’s exciting that Empower a Child 
has a medical clinic and once everything gets approved from the government, EAC will be able to operate the clinic on a 
daily basis, which will be a huge blessing to the people in Zirobwe!        

 I also had the opportunity to go to another Introduction ceremony on August 13th, for 
one of the Ugandan EAC staff members. An Introduction ceremony is about the equivalent to 
an engagement party in the States. We had to travel to eastern Uganda to a town called Tororo. 
It was quite the journey; it took us 4 hours to get there! At one point along the way, we saw 
many baboons alongside the road, which was awesome! The Introduction ceremony was great 
and I enjoyed watching the cultural dancers, eating delicious Ugandan food, and watching the 
festivities of a traditional Introduction ceremony. Plus, it’s always fun to get dressed up in a 
gomesi, which is a traditional Ugandan dress! Fun times! 
 In July, I was able to give toys and scholastic materials to Baby and Middle Class that I 
bought while I was home for Christmas with the funds that was raised by the children at last 
year’s Vacation Bible School. They raised $934.29 for the kids at Empowered Leaders Academy. 
I was also able to use some of the funds to purchase more hands-on 
learning materials for the children in my class. The classes that were 

desperate for school supplies the most were the other 2 classes in the Nursery section, Baby 
and Middle Class. These kids need hands-on materials to help them learn more, but they only 
use books, pencils, and learning posters on the walls. So I thought it would be best to get mate-
rials for those 2 classrooms and also for my classroom. The students love, love, love the materi-
als and the teachers in Baby and Middle Class are so appreciative of all of the new materials for 
their classrooms! I also appreciate that I was able to get more learning aids for the children in 

my class! If anyone is friends with me on Face-
book and didn’t see the pictures yet, go to my 
FB page, go to my photos, and find my album 
titled, “West Green Tree VBS 2015 Donations” and check out the photos 
of the children with their new learning materials! Again, I just want to say 
a big thank you to all of the children, parents, and volunteer staff who 
gave towards the VBS offering last year! The teachers and children are so 
appreciative of your love and generosity!  
 And now that summer and busyness are practically over here, 

my next big thing will be giving the shoes!! I know it’s taking a while, but we’re moving on Africa time! I’m going to work 
with one of the staff members during the school break in September, so that we can hopefully give the shoes in October! I 
know many of you, especially Collin, are anxious to hear about the shoes! I’m sorry that it’s taking long, but I promise it’s 
going to happen while I’m here! We just have to be patient!  
 Thank you for your continued prayers and support! Everything continues to go very well here and God continues 
to show His goodness and faithfulness. Even in the frustrating moments of teaching, God gives me the strength that I need. 
As I love on my students, it’s amazing to see how much love they bestow upon me! From their hugs and smiles to their gifts 
of pineapples, I have been so blessed to teach such incredible children. I pray that I can make the most out of each day 
teaching and that even in the challenging times, I can still be a light and an example of Jesus to my students. It’s my hope 
for all of us. That in the midst of challenging and frustrating situations, we won’t let them affect us, and we can look to God 
to give us the peace, love, and grace to get through any trial that comes our way, and be able to shine with the love of Je-
sus despite life’s challenges. It will be the difference that will allow others to see Christ in us and lead others to Him. Let’s 
be the light of Jesus to a dark and hurting world! 
 

Blessings to you, 
Kelsey Hollinger 
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WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Our Purpose Statement 
“We intentionally develop friends of                        
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love                                 

through words and deeds.” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 

Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 

Sunday School 9:15 am 
 

 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
 

Wednesday Service Times: 
 

Jr. High Clubs  @ 7:00 pm 
 

Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm 
 


