October 2017

Pastor Mick’s Musings

Autumn Trees
Are the Autumn trees now awake…
Casting reflections upon the lake?
Orange, yellow, colorful trees,
Delight in the air of a
lingering breeze.
Sunlight waltzes straight
down the lines
Of the groves filled with
fresh-scented Pines.
The trees God made have a
special voice,
Listen carefully and you’ll
hear them rejoice.
Picnic under them in their
cool shade,
Where favorite memories
never fade.
The trees of Autumn are a
blessing for all,
Adding their brilliance to the
season of Fall.
Julie Pisacane © 2006
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I have a few close friends who believe that Jesus is coming back on September 23,
2017. If that is the case, you will, most likely, NOT be reading this. And if you are, then you
have missed the boat! Seriously, will Jesus come back on September 23? I have no idea. I
believe that we really do not know the day or the hour when Jesus will return. Even, Jesus
said He and the angels do not know the day or hour of His return. But I do know one thing
for sure - He will come back to judge the living and the dead. That is one of the major tenets of our faith: “Christ died, Christ arose, Christ will come again.” There should be no
doubt in the mind and spirit of every Christian that Jesus will come back and establish His
kingdom here on earth. The question we should ask is not necessarily when will he come
back but will we be ready when He comes.
Personally, I do believe that we are in the season of the end of the age. I am not
alone in that belief. David Jeremiah, Greg Laurie, Annie Graham Lutz, Perry Stone, John
Hagee, all believe that the signs are ripe for the harvest. Even Franklin Graham and
Billy Graham look to the signs of the times and believe it just might be the end times.
Mr. Graham has said he believes there are Biblical signs of the end times visible in the
world today. Nearly 10 years ago, he wrote, “We see the storm clouds gathering and
events taking place that herald the second coming of Jesus Christ.” We all can agree that is
not an “if” but a “when” will Jesus come. The most important event in human history
could happen today, tomorrow or twenty years from now. Are you ready?
David Jeremiah tells a story in his book, Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven, that
should motivate our daily faithfulness as we await His return. “Denis Lyle, a pastor in
Lurgan, Northern Ireland, tells of a tourist who visited a beautiful mansion on the lovely
lakeshore of Switzerland. The house was surrounded by well-kept gardens connected by
tidy pathways. Not a weed anywhere. ‘How long have you been the caretaker here?,’ the
tourist asked the gardener. ‘I’ve been here twenty years.’ ‘And during that time how often
has the owner of the property been in residence?’ The gardener smiles and said, ‘He has
been here only four times.’ ‘And to think,’ exclaimed the visitor, ‘all those years you’ve
kept this house and garden in such superb condition. You tend them as if you expect him
to come tomorrow.’ ‘Oh no,’ replied the gardener, ‘I look after them as if I expected him to
come today.’”
Time is short and we are to be prepared for Jesus could come today. In light of His
second coming, how are we to prepare. Let’s look at the letter from Jude for an answer.
But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They said
to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly
desires.” These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do
not have the Spirit. But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy
faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. Be merciful to those who
doubt; save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with
fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. Jude 17-23
First, understand that in the world, and even within the church, there will be folks
who will twist the Scriptures and follow fleshly desires. They are divisive and not of the
Holy Spirit. So we need to build ourselves up, knowing and studying God’s Word. Second,
pray in the Holy Spirit for insight. And finally, take action.
Be merciful for those who doubt - bring them along to know the Lord. For those
who are not saved, realize that their fate is eternal separation from God filled with torment
- and we need to do everything we can to snatch them out from the fire. Remember our
fight is not against people, it is against the powers and principalities in the air, but against
the spiritual rulers of this present age.
Jesus could come back today. Are you ready?
Keep looking up!
Pastor Mick
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To the church family and
friends of Tiny Timbers
Christian Preschool..
Typically the article starts with activities
of the students but I felt
it should begin with a huge thanks from the staff for
your prayers and support during another transition.
The TTH am class had a few criers for a few
minutes each day but are now acclimated.
Each day we get on the Gospel Express and
chug down the hall to find our cubbies with names
and pictures. We then move into the circle room
where we do the calendar and songs and settle into
the Bible story of the week. The first and most important of is God's rules, the Ten Commandments
and the Bible verse-"We will listen and obey" which
typically is repeated many times throughout the
year both in school and at home.
Our first month focuses on school rules and
learning classroom manners. Peter Picker Upper
teaches us to put things back where they belong.
Next is Terry Turn-taking Turtle very important in
free choice play , as well as Sherman the Sharing
Shark.
We then have snack which is provided by
the Special Helper followed by play, outside or
in. We make a craft related to the theme.
Each day ends with prayer for a special
time and any health needs etc.
We are looking forward to Pastor Mick doing
special Bible stories through a variety of teaching
methods.
We will be taking our field trip to Masonic
Village Market in October and preparing for our special Thanksgiving Celebration and Christmas Program. Join us for the programs.
Keep us in your daily prayers for good health
and open hearts to God's Holy Word.
JOY,
Miss Natalie along with Miss Ruthie
TTH team

Anniversaries
10/1 - Merv & Mary Jane McClenaghan
- Gene & Betty Walmer
- Ed & Kay Horst
10-/2 - Jim & June Kolp
10/7 - Henry & Nancy Harry
10/8 - Jason & Kari Slater
10/11 - Marlin & Rose Hibshman
10/14 - Bill & Regena Tripp
10/25 - Doug & Darlene Breneman
- Chad & Audrey Garber
10/26 - Steve & Stephanie Ginder
- Chester & Ella Louise Kile
10/28 - Mike & Marcia Hawthorne
10/31 - Daniel & Bernadette Summerson
Birthdays
10/1 - Autumn O’Brien
10/2 - Mike Cicero, Anita Youtz, John Nauman
10/4 - Randy Youtz
10/5 - Marcia Hawthorne, Margaret Stoppard
10/6 - Nathan Hawthorne
10/7 - Judy Nauman, Kailey O’Brien,
- Brody Raynes
10/8 - Justin Arndt
10/9 - John Hollinger
10/11 - Kyra Crigger, Justin Drescher,
- Brenda Geib
10/12 - Julie Ramsey
10/13 - Julie Arndt, MJ McClenaghan,
- Jeff Schwanger, Glenn Weaver
10/14 - Shane Schwanger
10/18 - Cody Mease, Thelma Mummau
10/19 - Angie Harnish
10/20 - Adrienne Fellenbaum, Kaylee Hollinger,
- Charles Keener, Joanne Arndt,
- Scott Leleux, Lily Sheetz, Dick Youtz
10/23 - Nancy Harry
10/24 - JJ Huber
10/28 - Jordyn Gutshall, Chrichton Emert
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October Servants
October 1

October 8

October 15

October 22

October 29

Scripture &
Sermon

The Abomination
Matthew 24:15-28
Pastor Mick

Coming of the Son
Matthew 24:29-31
Pastor Mick

The Fig Tree
Matthew 24:32-38
Pastor Mick

No One Knows but the
Father
Matthew 24:36-51
Pastor Mick

Ten Virgins
Matthew 25:1-13
Pastor Mick

Pianist/Organist

Ryan Arndt

Ryan Arndt

Brenda Geib

Leslie Allen

Ryan Arndt

Special Music

Choir

Allison Huber

Piano & Organ

Kid’s Choir

Choir

Chorister

Regena Tripp

June Kolp

June Kolp

Regena Tripp

Glenn Weaver

Greeters 8 am

Charles & Marilyn
Keener

Steve & Nel Bender

Todd & Tammy
Sieber

Justin Mease

Jerry & Julie Ruhl

Greeters
10:30 am

Doug & Darlene
Breneman

Kelsey Hollinger

Maurice & Kim
Houser

Dick & Sandra Dickason

Marion Hess

Welcome Center
8 am

Steve Hiller

Leslie Allen

Todd & Tammy
Sieber

Jim Spickler

Ralph Daniels

Welcome Center
10:30 am

Regena Tripp

Julie Ramsey

June Kolp

Dick & Sandra Dickason

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Worship Leader

Marlin Hibshman

Dick Dickason

Abby Ramsey

Brenda Axe

Liane Sucharski

Ushers

Youth

New Horizons SS Class

Faith Seekers SS
Class

Sojourners SS Class

Deacons/
Anointing

Jerry & Julie Ruhl

Clint & Julie Arndt

Dennis & Ann Saylor

June Kolp

Jeff & Dori Schwanger

Sound Room
8 am

Jerry Huber & Zane
Seitz

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Jerry Huber & Nick
Sieber

Jerry Huber & Nick
Sieber

Jerry Huber & Duane
Martin

Sound Room
10:30 am

Jeff Schwanger &
Jason Leonard

Duane Martin & Shane
Schwanger

Jeff & Shane
Schwanger

Zane Seitz & Jason
Leonard

Jeff & Shane
Schwanger

8 am
Nursery/Toddler
10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Evan & Liane Sucharski

Doug & Darlene
Breneman

August & September Stats
August 27

September 3

September 10

September 17

Total Worship

153

171

172

127

Sunday School

95

103

111

93

General

$4,644.00

$4,980.00

$4,441.00

$4,669.00

Building

$520.00

Deacon

$110.00

$110.00

$100.00

$225.00

Seminary

&870.00

$1,100.00
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Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight
Each month, Tiny Timbers will feature several students in the “Student Spotlight”
section of the Evergreen News. This will give you a chance to get to know the children that attend Tiny Timbers by name and a little bit about them.
Rylen Clugston
1. What do you want to be when you grow
up? Police Officer & Construction Worker
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your
family? Play games
3. What is something you are thankful for? My
family
4. What is your favorite game? Sorry
5. What is the best thing you did this summer?
Played with my sister & went to the beach
6. What is your favorite book? Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
7. If you could pick one animal as your pet
what would it be & why? A dog because it’s
fun to take care of & play with it.
8. Who is your best friend? Lee & Noah
9. What is the best thing about being 4 years
old? Helping other kids at daycare
10. What makes you happy? Jokes

Crop Walk
The Elizabethtown Crop Walk to
help fight hunger is Sunday October 15th, at 1 pm. Starting at Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church (on
High Street in E-town) to Masonic
Village and back to the church. See
Jim Shumate to sign up to walk or to sponsor
someone else who is walking. 25% of the proceeds go to E-town Food Bank.
Open Mic & Pie Night
Join us October 15th at 7 pm.
Bring your favorite pie and
songs to sing and maybe share
a praise or two! Ice Cream will be provided. Food
for your body & soul!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

Isabella Derr
What is your most favorite place in the
world? HersheyPark
What is your favorite color? Pink
What is your favorite part of the day at Tiny
Timbers? Playing in the big room
What is love? Saying I love you, getting gifts,
spending time with mommy & daddy and my
cat Cali
Name your favorite toy. A Train
How tall are you? 42 1/2 inches
If you had to give away all your toys, who
would you give them to? Kids who need
them or Livy or Autumn
If you had a million dollars, what would you
do with it? Give money to families who need
it and work too much and buy lots of toys for
me and other kids and a bounce house
What is your favorite animal & why? Kitty!
Because my cat is super soft and loves to
cuddle and plays with me like fetch.

BREAKFAST!
The youth are sponsoring a fundraiser breakfast Sunday, October
29th, during Sunday
School. Plan to attend & enjoy a great
breakfast while supporting the WGT
youth!
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Olivia Derr
1. What do you want to be when you grow
up? A Fire girl
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your
family? Work with the family at a house no
one lives in, doing clean outs.
3. What is something you are thankful for?
Angie, Mommy, Alex & DaDa
4. What is your favorite game? Scooby-Doo
5. What is the best thing you did this summer? Went swimming at the beach with
grandma
6. What is your favorite book? Coloring
Books
7. If you could pick on animal as your pet,
what would it be & why? A wild cad that
we can tame because Angie can’t eat her.
8. Who is your best friend? Bella
9. What is the best thing about being 4 years
old? Playing with Playdough
10. What makes you happy? Getting me some
cake

Noah Famous
1. What are you really good at? Cleaning up
(Noah) Making a mess (Mommy)
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your
family? Movie night
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? My ‘play
to Win’ shirt
4. What makes you happy when you are sad? A
hug from mommy
5. What is your favorite food? Nutella sandwich
6. What does God look like? A father to Jesus
7. How much does a car cost? 20 cents
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat?
Grapes
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside?
Play on the playground at Tiny Timbers
10. One food I really do not like? Cowboy Stew

Understanding Islam
Pastor Mick is offering a six week
study, “Understanding Islam - What
every Christian should know about
the Muslim faith”. This study will
Ladies Retreat & Talent Show
begin Wednesday, October 4th at 7 pm & run through
Ladies of all ages are invited to attend this Wednesday, November 8th. If interested in attending,
year’s retreat featuring a talent show! Join us please sign up at the information center.
Saturday, October 21st, at 3 pm. Light dinner
will be provided. This Way Up Band will enterBarn Party
tain the group along with any lady that wishes
Join us Saturday, November 11th
to share her talent! There will be a display tafor a Barn Party at Glenn & Sharon
ble for those talents that are able to be disLongenecker’s Farm (1718 Mayplayed (paintings, artwork, pottery, writings,
town Road, E-town) beginning at
etc.) Ladies do not have to participate in the
talent show to attend the retreat! Sign up at 4 pm. Enjoy food, kid’s activities, hayrides &
square dancing. Also, those who enjoy making
the information by October 15th.

chili or pies, bring your best for a chili cook-off

Men’s Woods Event
and pie contest. Please plan to bring a side dish
Men of all ages are invited to or dessert to share.
attend the Woods Event at
Hawthorne’s Woods on Saturday, October 28th, beginning at 5:30 pm.
Chicken BBQ will be provided this year. Please
sign up if you plan to attend and plan to bring a
side dish or dessert to share.
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Youth News
Over the past few months we have explored a variety of series. In our most recent series, Measure Up, we talked about how we can be
free from the trap of comparison when we look to
God to find our worth. In our series entitled
Through the Darkness, we discussed how we will
all eventually find ourselves in or around a tragedy,
and the way through the darkness to healing is in
trusting in God. We continue to focus on growing
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, both on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings.
We want to thank those that continually offer their support, whether spiritual prayers, financial support, friendship,
etc., it is all appreciated. Support ranges from purchasing cookbooks (which are all sold, PTL), contributions to provide nourishment for our youth while they attended UPRISE and
every time we gather, sponsoring them, lending tents,
and many more. I also want to recognize the ongoing
and consistent efforts of our advisors. Their consistency
in showing up, along with engaging with and caring
about the youth of WGT is a blessing.
Recently, the youth participated in the COBYS
Bike & Hike, and thanks to some generous people associated with WGT, our youth were the third highest
fundraising youth group! UPRISE, Christian music festival was our big event for the fall. Twelve youth along
with four adults attended this event over the weekend
of September 15-17. It was wonderful to spend time
together in addition to having the opportunity to listen
to a variety of artists honor God through music. Prior
to the beginning of school, we had an end of summer
bash which included pizza after church followed by an
outing to Get Air trampoline park and slushies served as
the finale to the day.
The youth will be hosting a fundraiser breakfast
during the Sunday School hour on the fifth Sunday of
October. Please consider joining them for breakfast
and offer your support as they not only grow in their
knowledge of Jesus, but of His bride – the Church.
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and
forever! Amen. (2 Peter 3:18)
For Him and His Church,
Shawn
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Christmas is right around the corner and I am thrilled to share with you that the 3 ministries that we participate with will continue again this year!
The first will be Operation Christmas Child where we will fill shoeboxes that
will be shipped to children across the country. You will have the option to
track your box if you want my adding your information and registering your
shoebox online. We will have the cardboard boxes again this year. A new
option though this year includes a plastic OCC shoebox that you can purchase online or
at Hobby Lobby. They run about $2-3 a piece. Please do not feel obligated to purchase
a box any shoebox will do and children will be blessed by your prayers and gifts. More
details to come but start gathering your school supplies, toiletries, toys, candy, etc.
Shortly after OCC, we will set up our Angel Tree where approximately 25-30
"angels" will be available for you to support this holiday season. We will have
the pleasure of purchasing gifts for children and youth of all ages who have a
parent who is incarcerated. This ministry is special as volunteers meet with
the parents in jail to share God's word and help them with gift suggestions for their children as well as a special message that is written on their gift tags. Being without a parent over the holidays is difficult for children especially with unfortunate stigmatism
that's often associated with incarceration. What a wonderful opportunity to show God's
love these families. In addition to sponsoring a child, I will also need drivers to deliver
the gifts. This too is a gift and is very rewarding. Please keep an eye out for more information. If you'd like to deliver a gift(s) you can call or email me any time.
And last but certainly not least, we will again host our Community Christmas
Dinner Christmas Day. We will, as always, need help Christmas day, preparing the meal, cooking turkeys, desserts and most of all prayer! We will have
a meeting after 2nd service on December 3rd. Please plan to attend and
stay tuned for more info.
Thank you all for being so open to helping out and assisting with these great ministries.
Respectfully,
Tracy Drescher
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DO NOT INCLUDE: Candy, toothpaste, used or damaged items, war-related items (toy guns, knives,
military figures), chocolate or food, seeds, fruit rolls or fruit snacks, drink mixes (powdered or liquid),
liquids or lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items (snow globes or glass containers), aerosol cans.
PLEASE NOTE: due to increasing custom regulations, no type of candy or toothpaste should be included.
Toothbrushes are still recommended as well as other hygiene items.

740 Greentree Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

Our Purpose Statement

“We intentionally develop friends of
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love
through words and deeds.”

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor
pastormick@westgreentree.org

Sunday Service Times:
Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant
paula@westgreentree.org
Phone: 717-653-5367
Fax: 717-653-5056
www.westgreentree.org

Contemporary Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:15 am
Traditional Worship 10:30 am
Wednesday Service Times:
Jr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm
Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm

