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Pastor Mick’s Musings…
How big is your God?
“You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He
who is in you than he who is in the world.” 1John 4:4

October
A gentle caress of an autumn
breeze, as I walk along the road
covered in leaves.

I love that familiar verse from the first epistle of John. It is a reminder of whose we
are and how to respond to the false spirits and lies of this world. I came across a wonderful devotion that really spoke to me so I thought I would share it. It is from the
devotional, The Forgotten Way, By Ted Dekker. (copyright 2015, Ted Dekker, Pub.
Outlaw Studios, pages 56 & 57, ISBN 978-0-9968124-0-5)

The colors surround me, vivid and
bright, as I savor this autumn
sight.

A spiritual teacher is walking with a small boy in the savannah one sunny
afternoon…
The teacher had brought the boy to a field frequented by lions. Seeing a pride
under a tree, the teacher spots and points to a lion who stands alone, watching them.
He turns to the boy. “Imagine that God is a strong lion, and the accuser, representing
all of evil, is a hyena,” he says.
“Tell me, can the hyena hurt the lion?” “Yes,” the boy says. “He can chase
him with many others, take him down.” “Well then, make the lion bigger, because
God is infinite, let’s make him bigger than the field. The hyena, being finite, does not
grow bigger. It is still the same size. Now can the hyena hurt the lion? The boy thinks
for a moment. “Yes, he could bite the lion’s foot,” he says.
“Then let’s make the lion bigger. As big as the whole savannah. Can the hyena
now hurt the lion?” The boy thinks hard for a long moment. “Well… Maybe…”
“Let’s make the lion as big as the whole world and the hyena now only a tiny
speck on the field. In fact, let’s make the lion as big as all the worlds. As big as the
whole universe. Now…” He turns to face the boy, staff planted in the dirt before him,
his gaze steady. “Can the hyena on that field, who is still the same size, much smaller
than a single atom on the surface of a billions suns, hurt the lion?”
“No,” the boys says, eyes wide with wonder.
“Can the hyena threaten the lion?”
The boy shakes his head. “No.”
The teacher looks off to the horizon and draws a deep breath though his nostrils. “Can the hyena even bother the lion?”
The answer is plain to the boy. “No,” he says.
The teacher looks down and offers an approving nod. “Always remember, this
is how big and powerful your Father is. The only thing bigger is His wisdom and His
love for you, because God is love and you are His son. The hyena can only bother
those who do not know who they are.”

Shades of green, brown, red,
and gold, October puts on a
spectacular show.
Hear a rustle in the leaves,
squirrels collecting nuts for a
winter's feast.
Smell the cool, crisp air, soon
the woodlands will be brown
and bare.
Reminding us that winter will
soon be here, the whitest
season of the year.
—Alesia Leach
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So the question to us is, “How big is our Heavenly Father?” So many times we forget
and can’t imagine the magnificence and majesty of our Father. The One who put the
stars into motion, Who follows every path of every planet, Who puts every atom into
place is the same One who counts every hair on your head. He is the One Who loves
you. The One who calms the storms is the same One who can calm the storms in our
lives. He is the One who sent His Son to die for us so we can live with Him forever. So
next time the storms of life cause you to falter, remember who your Father is. Remember who you are and whose you are.
Much love in Jesus,
Pastor Mick
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TINY TIMBERS’ BEGINNING OF NEW SCHOOL YEAR!
Tiny Timbers Christian Preschool is wonderful outreach to the
community and is highly recommended by parents and the local elementary schools to which our students later attend. We currently have 56 students attending. As many of you already know, the staff of Tiny Timbers
plans a wide scope of activities that help the students develop socially,
physically, mentally, academically, creatively, and spiritually. The spiritual part is by no means superficial or extreme glitz. The children not only learn about Jesus, they learn about God’s awesome world,
and how important they are to His plan. The teachers
give a real emphasis to scriptures, Bible stories, and
songs to help make the Bible and its principals come
alive to these young charges.
We might be tempted to think of ‘Missions’ as
being something “out there;” however, we have a reallife mission right in our own church building. Although
many of the patron families are involved in an area
church and are raising their children with a strong Christian influence, there are children registered in Tiny Timbers whose families do not attend church. However,
during the year, these children will go home with lots of
Bible stories, will be able to quote numerous scriptures, and will learn to emulate Christian values.
We pray this will have a positive effect on the parents.
The Pre-Ks are currently learning “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” They are
learning to identify their feelings, as well as about their bodies
growing. They have already heard the story of Cain and Abel,
as well as God’s faithfulness to Noah. The 3s classes are learning about Manners and Marvelous Me! with the helper verse,
“We will listen and obey.” One of the manners highlighted is
sharing.
Keep the school, children, families, and staff regularly
included in your prayers. Search for ways our congregation can
reach out to the families so any that are unchurched might
choose Christ to be the anchor for their family.
A special thanks to church members who have already
contributed supplies to fill school needs. We continue to need
large packs of Bounty napkins, 3” cups, and baggies of all sizes.
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Youth News
After completing the 4- series, Flipped, and while our students
were adjusting to the grind of school we chose to take a break from the
norm for a couple Wednesdays. The youth watched God’s Not Dead 2 at
Amanda & I’s home on the last Wednesday of August and enjoyed a game
night topped off with slushies on the first Wednesday of September. We
most recently began a series entitled Wired on Wednesday evenings.
Sunday mornings are operating on a more typical basis since promotion Sundays. Both groups are studying the Bible, learning to clarify
what is said as well as interpret and apply the
teachings to their lives. It is wonderful to see
a bolstered attendance as most people are on
a more normal schedule.
We are looking forward to our next
outing, which will entail a corn maze and bonfire on October 15, meeting at WGT at 2:30.
Permission slips are available and due by October 2. We would also like to offer our services to the congregation for leaf raking. While we would also like this to serve as a fundraiser, we will be delighted to serve the congregation without cost to
those in need. Please see Shawn for further details.
As of the end of September, Jeff and Dori Schwanger have
decided to resign as Youth Advisors. They met with the youth on
Sunday, September 18 to make their announcement. The Senior High
Sunday School class celebrated their commitment with a cake on
Sunday, September 18. We all love and appreciate Jeff & Dori, as
well as their 14-year commitment as Advisors.
We continue to appreciate the support and prayers of the
WGT congregations. May we all continue to grow in our knowledge
of the Lord together, loving Him and one another.
Shawn O’Brien

Love Feast
Plan to join with your WGT
Family on Sunday, October 2nd,
at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. If
you’ve never attended Love
Feast, why not try it this year? This is a humbling
experience & one to share in remembering the
sacrifice of Jesus for us all.
First Wednesday
Mark
your
calendars
for
First
Wednesday event on October 5th, at
6:30 pm. Come to enjoy good fellowship & a
great meal. Please see Heather Haverkamp
with questions.

Upcoming Events
Be sure to mark your calendars for these
upcoming events!
10/2 - Love Feast 7 pm
10/15 - Youth Corn Maze & Bonfire at 2:30 pm
10/22 - Women’s Fellowship All-day Retreat
10/30 - Breakfast @ 9:15 am
10/30 - Pew Communion both services
11/5 - Fall Fest at WGT starting at 3 pm
11/12 - Men’s Woods Event 5:30 pm
11/18 - Prayer & Music Night 7 pm
12/24 - Christmas Eve Service 7 pm
12/25 - Combined Service 9 am
- Community Meal at 1:30 pm
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October Servants
October 2

October 9

October 16

October 23

October 30

Scripture &
Sermon

So Be on Your Guard
Acts 20
Pastor Mick

The Lord’s Will Be
Done
Acts 21
Pastor Mick

Go, I will send you
to the Gentiles.
Acts 22
Pastor Mick

Take Courage!
Acts 23
Pastor Mick

Acts 24
Cody Schwanger

Pianist/Organist

Ryan Arndt

Brenda Geib

Leslie Allen

Sylvia Weaver

Ryan Arndt

Special Music

Choir

Dawn Dupler

Allison Huber

Glenn Weaver

Choir

Chorister

Regena Tripp

June Kolp

Regena Tripp

Glenn Weaver

Sylvia Weaver

Greeters 8 am

Jim & Linda Spickler

Dave & June
Sauder

Ralph Daniels

Gary & Dawn
Dupler

Daryl & Angie
Harnish

Greeters
10:30 am

Jim & Ruthanne
Gruber

Nikki Drescher &
Cindy Collins

Chad & Audrey
Garber

Cody Schwanger &
Greg Seitz

Zane Seitz & Matt
Haverkamp

Welcome Center 8

Jim Spickler

Steve Hiller

June Kolp

Julie Ramsey

Leslie Allen

Welcome Center
10:30 am

Holly Leonard

Colton & Brienna
Brown

Ralph Daniels

Regena Tripp

Glenn & Sylvia
Weaver

Worship Leader

June Kolp

Ryan Arndt

Dick Dickason

Regena Tripp

Tracy Drescher

Ushers

Youth

New Horizons SS
Class

Faith Seekers SS
Class

Sojourners SS Class

Deacons/
Anointing

Dennis & Ann
Saylor

June Kolp

Marlin & Rose
Hibshman

Jeff & Dori
Schwanger

Matt & Heather
Haverkamp

Sound Room
8 am

Jerry Huber & Justin Arndt

Jerry Huber &
Zane Seitz

Jerry Huber &
Cody Dupler

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Jerry & JJ Huber

Sound Room
10:30 am

Jeff & Shane
Schwanger

Duane Martin &
Shane Schwanger

Duane Martin &
Jeff Schwanger

Jeff & Shane
Schwanger

Duane Martin &
Zane Seitz

8 am
Nursery/Toddler

Cindy Collins &
Donna Weaver

The Cannon
Family

Marcia & Aiden
Hawthorne

10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Cindy Collins &
Brenda Axe

Sarah Kolp & Nick
Miller

Holly & Jason
Leonard

Scott & Christie
Farmer

Doug & Darlene
Breneman

August & September Stats
August 28

September 4

September 11

September 18

Total Worship

142

127

170

135

Sunday School

94

79

130

101

General

$3,957.00

$4,973.00

$7,209.00

$4,038.00

Building

$40.00

$50.00

Deacon

$50.00

$150.00

$75.00

$200.00

Seminary

$100.00
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Pass it On
The WGT Nurture Commission sponsored the Sept 3rd Friday event "Pass it On" on
9 /16 /2016 which was enjoyed by 21 attendees. We had exhibits with demonstrations
along with some hands on participation of ceramics, photo scrapbooking, crocheting,
quilting, Friendship bracelet making, bow making for gift packages or displays, and balloon art of animals/flowers and jester hats etc. in the fellowship hall. We also had a
black smith, Scott Farmer demonstrated his skills with his firebox, anvil, hammer and
meat hooks, a long stemmed black rose, and many other creations exhibited by the pavilion. Ask Jeff Schwanger how long he had to pound on the meat hook he created!! Children and adults who attended enjoyed the crafts along with trying to learn a new skill and refreshments of
popcorn, watermelon, lemonade and iced tea.

Men’s Woods Event
Men of all ages are invited to attend the annual Men’s Woods
Event on Saturday, November 12th, beginning at 5:30 pm.
Dr. Buckwalter, professor at Myerstown Evangelical Seminary and
author of a book on Luke will be the guest speaker. Men are asked
to bring a side dish or dessert to share. Please sign up at the
information center if you plan to attend.

Join us on Saturday,
November 5th, at 3 pm
for Fall Fest at
West Green Tree
Church of the Brethren.
Call 653-5367
for more information.
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The Magnificent Seven
On Sunday afternoon of September 18, 2016, Pastor Michael
Allen of the West Green Tree Church of the Brethren baptized
seven members at Longenecker’s farm a few miles east of Mt
Joy PA. The baptism was near the peninsula of the pond.
Those who were received into membership through baptism
were Carlyle Hinshaw, Todd & Lisa Shelly, Autumn O’Brien,
Dakota Sowers, Cody Dupler, & Steve Dupler.
Submitted by Jeanie
Hinshaw.
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Adventures in Uganda: The End of Another Term
Hello church family! I hope this update finds you all doing well! I
hope the heat from summer will soon pass and the cool days of Autumn
will arrive! I’ve heard that it’s still quite warm at home, so I’m sure
you’re ready for some cooler weather!
Life and teaching in Uganda is going really well. My students
worked really hard in the 2nd term and are learning more and more each
day. I observed many of my students improving in class and that’s all I
can ask for as a teacher! My students took their final exams on August My students LOVED getting a lolli22-24th and then I was busy grading their exams and doing their report pop after finishing their exams!
cards. Grading a total of 246 exams is very time consuming!! Thankfully
after the students finish exams they don’t have to come to school and the teachers have a week and a
half to grade exams and do report cards. They all performed really well on exams and I am very happy
with their overall performance in class and on their exams. Then on September 2nd, the students came
to school to pick their reports and exams and it was the official last day of the 2nd term of school. Now
we have a 3 week break from school and will return on September 26th. So, right now I’m enjoying this
time off from teaching. I’ve been working on my lesson plans for the 3rd term, and I was able to finish
all of my lesson plans, so I can rest and enjoy the rest of the school break!
From September 5-7th the other
teachers and I had a 3-day teacher training
that was led by another international volunteer, Ed Rapoza. He is originally from the
States but he’s lived in Japan for all of his
adult life. He is a university professor and
has many years of experience in teaching.
He led us in examples of hands-on classroom activities for all subject areas that we can use in our classroom with our students. He showed us how we can help the children learn English in engaging ways
and help them practice their English in the classroom. The teachers also raised questions to Ed and he
was able to give them answers and insight based on his years of experience. He shared that his teaching experience in Japan has mostly been working with children and adults who are learning English as a
2nd language and it’s been difficult for him to teach them. However, through the years he’s learned
how to teach those students, trust God, have patience, and be understanding of their situation. So, it
was wonderful to be able to relate to him and use his experience to encourage and help me as a teacher. Overall, the training was such a blessing to me and especially to the Ugandan teachers.
The busyness of summer is over and the large group of volunteers has reduced down to 3 volunteers. It’s a different atmosphere with only a few volunteers but it is nice after a crazy summer. So
there hasn’t been too much excitement in the past month. I’m just enjoying my last school break and
it’s crazy to think that I only have 3 more months of teaching here. I really want to make the most out
of the remaining time that I have here! So, please pray that this break will be restful and prepare me
for my last 3 months of teaching. Please also pray that God will continue to give me the strength, energy, patience, and joy as I teach and that the small frustrations wouldn’t block the joy of teaching. In the
midst of these requests, I can’t forget to praise God for His provision, guidance, and faithfulness. This
experience has been such a growing and learning experience for me. God has challenged me, stretched
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me, and used me to do more than I ever expected.
And I pray that as I go through my last 3 months, I
will continue to be open and allow myself to be
used by God and impact others for His Kingdom.
Blessings to you,
Kelsey Hollinger

Anniversaries
10/1 - Merv & Mary Jane McClenaghan
- Gene & Betty Walmer
1-/2 - Jim & June Kolp
10/7 - Henry & Nancy Harry
10/8 - Jason & Kari Slater
10/11 - Marlin & Rose Hibshman
10/14 - Bill & Regena Tripp
10/25 - Doug & Darlene Breneman
- Chad & Audrey Garber
10/26 - Steve & Stephanie Ginder
- Chester & Ella Louise Kile
10/28 - Mike & Marcia Hawthorne
Birthdays
10/1 - Autumn O’Brien
10/2 - Mike Cicero, Anita Youtz, John Nauman
10/4 - Ron Winters, Randy Youtz
10/5 - Marcia Hawthorne, Margaret Stoppard
10/6 - Nathan Hawthorne
10/7 - Judy Nauman, Kailey O’Brien, Brody Raynes
10/8 - Justin Arndt
10/9 - John Hollinger
10/11 - Kyra Crigger, Justin Drescher, Brenda Geib
10/12 - Julie Ramsey
10/13 - Julie Arndt, MJ McClenaghan, Jeff Schwanger,
Glenn Weaver
10/14 - Shane Schwanger
10/18 - Cody Mease, Thelma Mummau
10/19 - Angie Harnish
10/20 - Adrienne Fellenbaum, Kaylee Hollinger,
Charles Keener, Joanne Arndt
10/23 - Nancy Harry
10/24 - JJ Huber
10/28 - Jordyn Gutshall, Chrichton Emert
10/31 - Warren Bender

Elizabethtown Winter Shelter: Partnering in Our Community
We need your help in Elizabethtown!
Last year, the Elizabethtown Winter Shelter
opened on December 19, 2015 and closed on March 25,
2016. It was housed at St. Paul's United Methodist
Church. We had 18 guests (all from Elizabethtown) during the course of the winter, and survived the 30 inch
snow storm together with the help of volunteers. The
first year of the shelter showed that we have a need for
shelter in Elizabethtown. Volunteers from the community and various churches served our guests and enjoyed
the fellowship with folks from other churches.
We are asking for the churches of Elizabethtown
to partner with us! We can't do this without you.
The Elizabethtown Winter Shelter will be opening for its second year on Monday, November 28,
2016. We need approximately 50 volunteers a week to
staff the shelter. WE NEED YOU!
If you did not volunteer at the shelter last year
we ask you to please join us for training sessions on one
of these dates: October 4, 9, 12 or 17 from 6:30-8:30 at
St. Paul’s UMC (398 N. Locust Street).
Requirements for first time volunteers: A desire
to serve others; Child Abuse and Criminal Record Background Checks (not older than April 1, 2014); a notarized
Affidavit to volunteer required by St. Paul’s UMC. (We
will provide access to a notary.)
Instructions/packets on how to obtain these
clearances have been provided to your church
office. (Please note, completing the clearance applications by mail takes one month until you receive the clearances. Please start that process now!) Clearances and
paperwork can be submitted at your training event if you
have them completed at that time.
Returning volunteer? Join us for a "Refresher
Training" on October 25th or November 2nd at 6:30 pm. At
St. Paul’s UMC.
Volunteer Scheduling is Easy: After your clearances and training, you will have access to the onlinecalendar for selecting your volunteer slots suitable to
your calendar.
Last year was a wonderful experience with our
shelter guests, as well as volunteers from other churches. Join us in showing Christ's love to others!
Janice Davis
E-town Winter Shelter Coordinator

740 Greentree Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
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Our Purpose Statement

“We intentionally develop friends of
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love
through words and deeds.”

pastormick@westgreentree.org
Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant
paula@westgreentree.org

Sunday Service Times:
Contemporary Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

Phone: 717-653-5367
Fax: 717-653-5056

Traditional Worship 10:30 am
Wednesday Service Times:

www.westgreentree.org

Jr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm
Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm

