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Grace and Compassion!  Truth and Righteousness! 
 

While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were 
eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. When the 
teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collec-
tors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”                               Mark 2:15-17 
 

 In Mark 2, we see that everyone loved Jesus. They could not wait to see Him.  
There were even four guys who opened up a roof to drop their friend down so Jesus 
could heal him and save him.  Jesus was a joy to be with.  
 Why was it that every one were so enamored with Jesus?  Grace and compas-
sion. 
 He loved both saints and sinners alike.  His compassion was so prevalent that 
those who saw Him wanted to be near Him. To know Jesus is to know agape love!  God 
is love and that is what Jesus is - love. 
 Jesus, also, is about truth and righteousness!  It is in His nature to hate sin.  Sin 
is a  spiritually inherited disease and needs to be eradicated.  We are spiritually sick, so 
we go to the Great Physician for the cure.  His righteousness and our sin nature are 
mutually exclusive. They can not live together.  That is why Jesus came and at a very 
high cost - His life.  Sin matters! 
 But today, many churches will accentuate grace to the point that sin does not 
matter. They never mention sin. They never want to offend anyone so they replace the 
truth with tolerance, lowering the bar so low that everyone can jump over and feel 
good about themselves.  And then there are churches that pass judgement on anyone 
who walks through the door and is not right with God.  They set the bar so high that, if 
they really look at it, no one can climb over it.   West Green Tree needs to strive to be 
filled with grace and compassion found in the Scriptures and at the same time to stand 
for God’s truth and righteousness found in the Scriptures.  
 So we are caught between a rock and a hard place. If West Green Tree accu-
rately demonstrates grace and compassion as well as truth and righteousness, we will 
draw some people to us and at the same time offend others.  If we offend everyone 
then we are working only with truth and righteousness. If we offend no one, then we 
have watered down truth and righteousness in the name of grace and compassion.   
 

When a musical instrument’s strings go loose, it sounds awful. But you can 
also overtighten the strings, breaking them or creating discord. There’s a per-
fect tension to grace and truth, which makes the gospel’s music. Martin Luther 
said that the devil doesn’t care which side of the horse we fall off of—as long 
as we don’t stay in the saddle. We need to ride the horse with one foot in the 
stirrup of truth, the other in the stirrup of grace. Alcorn, Randy. The Grace and Truth 
Paradox: Responding with Christlike Balance The Crown Publishing Group. 
 

 Our church stands at a crossroads as we balance our biblical worldview which 
consists of grace and compassion along with truth and righteousness.  If we truly are 
followers of Jesus, then that is where we need to be.  When we stand for truth and 
righteousness, we will be held in contempt. “WGT is too strict and judgmental!” When 
we try to live by grace and compassion, we may also be held in contempt. “WGT is too 
liberal and too accepting!”   
 
 

 

 Thanksgiving Every Day 
 

The table is brimming with 
good things to eat; 

We're surrounded by                 
family and friends;                   

what a treat. 
The feelings that fill us                  
today can't be beat; 

It's Thanksgiving Day, and 
it all feels complete. 

But other days,                     
sometimes, things                
don't seem so fine; 
Those days are not                   
polished and don't                     

seem to shine. 
It's then in our minds,                         
we forget all the good, 

And think of the things we 
would get, if we could. 

On days when our thinking 
causes us dread, 

If we could remember,                        
it's all in our head, 

And not let our minds take           
our gratitude away, 

Then we'd make every day 
like Thanksgiving Day. 

 
By Karl Fuchs 
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Some people hate truth. Others hate grace. Jesus loves 
both. We can’t undercut either without undercutting 
Him. So we have to make a choice. Are we going to 
spend our lives trying to please the grace-haters or the 
truth-haters? Or are we going to seek to please the 
only One whose judgment seat we’ll stand before:           
Jesus, who is full of grace and truth? Alcorn, Randy. The 
Grace and Truth Paradox: Responding with Christlike Balance The Crown 
Publishing Group. 
 

 In all our church doings, we need to be filled with grace 
and truth, and live with compassion and righteousness.  These 
attributes are the very nature of God.  It should be the church-
es nature too.  This is not easy, but I believe that is where we 
need to be.  It is not about you or me or West Green Tree. It is 
all about Jesus! 
 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14 
 

All for His glory, 
Pastor Mick 

It's that time again where we will have the op-
portunity to bless others through our outreach 
of Operation Christmas Child. Remember there 
is still the option to register your box online and 
track where it goes; payment can be done online 
as well if you wish.  They also have a great list 

according to age and gender online of suggested items for your 
shoebox if your stuck. 
 Here's an updated list of what can NOT be included in 
the boxes:  Candy, toothpaste, gum, used or damaged items, war
-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures, choco-
late or food, seeds, fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes 
(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, 
breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers, aerosol 
cans. 
 Please remember to add $9 per box to cover the ship-
ping costs of the box.  You can either include it inside the shoe-
box or pay online.  Also please either use a ribbon or rubber 
bands to secure your shoebox to make sure they stay closed for 
transport.  DO NOT USE TAPE as the boxes need to be opened at 
a later date for inspection. 
 The final date to bring in your shoebox will be Novem-
ber 18th.  If you have any additional questions don't hesitate to 
call me at (717)917-8675 or email me at 
tdrescher46@yahoo.com.   
Thank you again for all your continued support!  Tracy Drescher 

Anniversaries 
11/11 - Randy & Karen Ginder 
11/16 - Fritz & Amanda Cooper 
 

Birthdays 
11/1 - Nick Sieber 
11/3 - Janelle Harnish 
11/4 - Evan Sucharski 
11/6 - Vera Grieger 
11/6 - Bernadette Summerson 
11/10 - Pastor Mick 
  Rose Marie Thompson                 
           Dan Summerson 
11/12 - Ruth Carlson 
  Mark Burger 
11/14 - Margaret Stumpf 
   Liane Sucharski 
11/17 - Michael Cicero Jr. 
11/18 - Nila Grose 
11/20 - Walt Johnson 
            Samantha Ginder 
11/21 - Audrey Garber 
11/24 - Holly Leonard 
11/25 - Yvette Cooper 
            Melinda Rolls 
11/26 - Lydia Garber 
   Zac Grove                                   
   Glenn Longenecker 
11/28 - Aiden  Hawthorne 
   Kathy Risser 
11/29 - Dave Becker 
   Blaine Youtz 
             Blake Dickson 
11/30 - Courtney Peffley 
   Mellanie Williams 
   Dustin Youtz  
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November Servants 

 November 4 November 11 November 18 November 25 

     

Scripture &               
Sermon 

Sin & Law 
Romans 2:12-29 

Pastor Mick 

The Righteousness of 
God 

Romans 3:1-8 
Pastor Mick 

No One is Righteous 
Romans 3:9-20 

Pastor Mick 

Righteousness through 
Faith in Christ 

Romans 3:21-31 
Pastor Mick 

Pianist/Organist Ryan Arndt Leslie Allen Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt & Brenda 
Geib 

Special Music Choir Enya Smith Choir WGT Kid’s Choir 

Chorister Allison Huber June Kolp Liane Sucharski Regena Tripp 

Greeters 8 am Ralph Daniels Zane Seitz Charles & Marilyn Keener Justin Mease 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Colton & Brienna 
Brown 

Brenda Axe Gene & Betty Walmer Bill & Regena Tripp 

Welcome Center                                  
8 am 

Sarah Clugston June Kolp Jim Spickler Phil & Donna Hollinger 

Welcome Center   
10:30 am 

Colton & Brienna 
Brown 

Jason & Holly Leonard Dick & Sandra Dickason Regena Tripp 

Worship  Leader Linda Tripp Donna Weaver Marlin Hibshman Dick Dickason 

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class Sojourners SS Class 

Deacons/Anointing Marlin & Rose 
Hibshman 

Jim & Polly Shumate Clint & Julie Arndt  Doug & Darlene 
Breneman 

Sound Room 8 am Jerry Huber & Nick 
Sieber 

Jerry Huber & Zane 
Seitz 

Jerry Huber & Greg Seitz Greg Seitz & Justin 
Arndt 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Jeff & Shane 
Schwanger 

Duane Martin & Greg 
Seitz 

Duane Martin & Ben Youtz Zane Seitz & Jason 
Leonard. 

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Daryl & Angie Har-
nish 

   

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

 Holly Leonard & girls Chad & Audrey Garber Jackie Hemperly & 
Jordyn Gutshall 

September  & October Stats 
 September 30 October 7 October 14 

Total Worship 168 159 177 

Sunday School None 120 118 

General $4,894.00 $6,503.00 $3,308.00 

Building $25.00 $920.56 (Wolgemuth) $545.00 

Deacon  $25.00 $65.00 

Seminary $50.00 $810.00 $220.00 

Sermon Series: The Book of Romans 
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 E-town Winter Shelter 
Volunteers are needed for the E-town Winter Shelter December 3rd—
April 5th. The shelter provides a warm & safe environment for individ-
uals and families experiencing homelessness in the E-town & Mount 
Joy areas. During the winter months, the shelter is open from 6:30 pm 
til 8 am. ECHOES oversees the shelter but volunteers are essential to the shelter’s nightly operation, 
Volunteers are needed between 6 pm & 9 pm, overnight from 9 pm till 6:30 am, and mornings from 
6:30 am—8:30 am.  
The shelter has moved and is now housed at 61 East Washington Street in E-town at the white                  
building adjoin the Community Place on Washington.  
New volunteers must attend one of the following trainings: October 28th, from 3 pm—5 pm at                         
the Hoover Building Room 110 or November 19th, from 6 pm—8 pm at Community Place on                          
Washington Street. If you are a returning volunteer, there is a training available online at                          
http://echoslancaster.org.  
 
Volunteers are also needed to support the shelter by providing individual meals for guests staying at 
the shelter.  
Please follow these guidelines:  
*Meal should be made to feed approximately 8 people.  
*Meals should consist of protein/starch/vegetable. Soups also work well. 
*Use the best hygiene practices when making a meal. 
*Test all protein to be sure it is cooked to the appropriate temperature. 
*All food must be placed in containers provided by the shelter/ECHOS program. 
*Use masking tape to label container with contents and date. 
*Cook food as directed, then immediate divide into containers. Tightly seal container with lid provid-
ed, label, and place immediately in freezer. NO COOLING time on the counter. 
*Additional items like rolls/dessert should be placed in freezer safe 1-gallon storage bags 
*Please transport frozen meals to the shelter in an appropriate container to keep them frozen during 
transport. 
 

Please contact Frances Rubis at 717-690-9260 or etownwintershelter@gmail.com with questions or 
for more information. 
 

ECHOS Wish List 
Items needed to run the ECHOS program are listed below. The holidays are a great time to give a little 
extra to those in need!  Monetary donations are accepted with checks payable to ECHOS. These can be 
mailed to 17 S. Market Street Suite 101 E-town.  
client Assistance funds  Application fee for apartments   Move-in funds 
pans for cooking   small microwaves    small refrigerators 
fans/air conditioners   cleaning supplies (mops)   Kmart gift cards 
Weis grocery gift cards  one-month office rent $525   $10 in quarters  
copier & printer supplies  reams of copy paper    toilet paper 
laundry detergent pods  napkins/paper towels    men’s/women’s 
socks     13 gallon trash bags    tissues 
coffee     shampoo/conditioner    first aid supplies 
box of assorted plastic utensils combs & brushes    small plates 
men’s/women’s deodorant  shower curtains/rings    dish towels/soap 
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“Be kind to each other, sympathetic, forgiving each other as God has forgiven you 
through Christ.”                                                                                        - Ephesians 4:32  
                    
It is continuing to be a fruitful year at Tiny Timbers! The MWF Pre-K children have 
been busy building a positive classroom com-
munity, which includes making Green Choices 
(i.e., helping a friend, using listening ears, say-

ing kind words, sharing toys, etc.) through their play and learning. Each day the 
children sign their name in our Class Sign-In Book as a means for practicing the 
proper pencil grasp and name writing. Both our daily calendar and Question of 
the Week reinforce reading, graphing, and comparison skills. We had an ex-

citing visit from Rheems Fire Department and 
Northwest Regional Police Department in 
October as part of our Safety theme. The chil-
dren learned about fire and stranger safety, as well as “toured” a fire truck and 
police cruiser.  
 
Our monthly Bible themes this year focus on The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:22). Bible stories in September focused on self-control, while October’s theme 
was gentleness. The children will learn Bible stories about kindness in Novem-
ber, as they focus on blessings and friendships. Closer to our                    Thanks-

giving break, we will be hosting a Special Friends’ Day in which each Pre-K child may invite a grandparent, aunt, 
uncle, or special family friend to spend part of their day with us.  
 
Tiny Timbers staff, children, and families thank everyone who has donated items from our Wish List. Your kindness 
and generosity are much appreciated. Tiny Timbers is blessed to be a part of such a caring congregation.  
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Miss Carrie 

Tiny Timbers MWF Pre-K Teacher 

WGT Youth News 
 As the temperatures drop and the sun sets earlier, we are still seeking to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 We are in the middle of a series entitled, The Greatest.  We are taking a look at God and what Jesus has 
told us are His greatest commandments – Love God, Love others and Love ourselves.  The three are connected, 
you cannot really do one without doing the other.  We are better able to love when we know someone, includ-
ing God.  In spending time with Jesus, God in flesh, we get a better idea of how we can love God and others. 
 By the time the newsletter publishes, we should have had our youth bonfire at Hawthorne’s woods.  Ear-
lier in the fall, we took a Wednesday night to plan a hike and ice cream.  Unfortunately, we were unable to be 
outdoors as the weather was rainy, but we did enjoy some delicious ice cream.  As summer break ended and the 
school year began, we enjoyed a dinner of burgers and sausages at Mandy & I’s home on a Wednesday evening.  
A group of youth and advisors also participated in the COBYS soak & hike – we persevered in spite of the rain to 
help COBYS raise some money for their important ministry.   
 We continue to covet your prayers for our youth and our times together.  May our prayers be for God to 
get the glory for the wonderful things He does in and through us. 
 

For Him and His Church 
Shawn   
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Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight 
 
Andrew Aungst 
1. What are you most thankful for? For my friend, Weston and my grandma. 
2. Why is your family important to you? Because they are special. 
3. Who is Jesus? God 
4. Tell us your recipe or how you would make a turkey for Thanksgiving. Put him in the oven & “color” him. 
5. What makes you very happy? God 
 
Alex Bolesky 
1. What are you most thankful for? Hugs and Nana & Pop Pop 
2. Why is your family important to you? Because it’s safe 
3. Who is Jesus? God 
4. Tell us your recipe or how you would make a turkey for Thanksgiving. I would get a little bread, cut it in half, 

take it out of the oven, & put salt & pepper and mix it and eat it. 
5. What makes you very happy? Hugs, Thanksgiving, movies & loving 
 
Kelsey Capello 
1. What are you most thankful for? Mom, Dade, Cade, &Kyle 
2. Why is your family important to you? Because I love them. 
3. Who is Jesus? The baby at Christmas. He loves me. 
4. Tell us your recipe or how you would make a turkey for Thanksgiving. With some stove in an oven 
5. What makes you very happy? Grandma, Me maw & candy 
 
Caroline Coble 
1. What are you most thankful for? My mommy, daddy & family 
2. Why is your family important to you? because they are mine. 
3. Who is Jesus? Jesus loves us & I love Jesus. He is a man. 
4. Tell us your recipe or how you would make a turkey for thanksgiving. With a pan, I cook it in the microwave. 
5. What makes you very happy? Gumballs & playing with friends. 
 
Lance Coble 
1. What are you most thankful for? My brother, Luke. 
2. Why is your  family important to you? Because I love them & they love me and I need my mommy to lay 

with me to go to sleep. 
3. Who is Jesus? God’s Son & he lives in our hearts. 
4. Tell us your recipe or how you would make a turkey for Thanksgiving. I would put mushrooms on it & cook it. 

When the oven beeps I would take it out & eat it. 
5. What makes you very happy? Fishing with my daddy! 
 
Blake Dickson 
1. What are you most thankful for? I’m thankful for you (mommy). 
2. Why is your family important to you? We play. 
3. Who is Jesus? He is the one that loves us. 
4. Tell us your recipe or how you would make a turkey for Thanksgiving? With cinnamon & sprinkles 
5. What makes you very happy? My Mommy. 



740 Greentree Road 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

  
Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

 
 

Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant 
paula@westgreentree.org  

 
 

Phone: 717-653-5367 
Fax: 717-653-5056 

 
 

www.westgreentree.org 
 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Our Vision Statement 
“To Know, Love, &  Follow                         

Jesus by Serving All” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 Sunday School 9:15 am 
 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 

 
Monday Bible Study: Ladies 7 pm 
 
Wednesday: Youth @ 6:30 pm 
 
Thursday Bible Study: Men 7 pm 

 


