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Thanksgiving Every Day 
The table is brimming with 

good things to eat; 
We're surrounded by family 
and friends; what a treat. 

The feelings that fill us today 
can't be beat; 

It's Thanksgiving Day, and it 
all feels complete. 

But other days, sometimes, 
things don't seem so fine; 

Those days are not polished 
and don't seem to shine. 

It's then in our minds, we for-
get all the good, 

And think of the things we 
would get, if we could. 

On days when our thinking 
causes us dread, 

If we could remember, it's all 
in our head, 

And not let our minds take our 
gratitude away, 

Then we'd make every day like 
Thanksgiving Day. 

By Karl Fuchs 

Five Kernels! 
 

 We have a tradition in the Allen family for our Thanksgiving meal.  We 
take five kernels of corn and hold them in our hands.  Then we go around and 
tell each other what we are thankful for.  We thank the Lord for His blessings - 
that we have food on the table, that we are healthy and of sound mind, that we 
live in a great country, and that we are together. 
 The tradition supposedly goes back to when the pilgrims were starving 
and only had five kernels of corn each day to survive.  Here’s the story: 
 

On November 11, 1620, the Mayflower dropped anchor in a natural harbor                      
on the inside of the northern tip of Cape Cod. There it stayed. The location                     

was not the Pilgrims’ first choice; they had planned to settle near the                        
mouth of the Hudson. 

The area where the ship made landfall had belonged to the Pawtuxet, a fierce 
tribe that took intense delight in murdering anyone who would dare invade 
their territory. A sickness, however, had wiped them out, leaving their land                     

free for the taking. (Other Indians, fearing “bad spirits,” would have no part of 
it.) The Pilgrims didn’t even have to clear fields for planting. They were                              

already there for them. 
The nearest neighbors were the Wampanoag, a civilized tribe ruled by Massa-

soit. The chief and his people accepted the Pilgrims and helped them. Squanto, 
a lone survivor of the Pawtuxet, made his home with these new inhabitants and 

taught them how to survive in this new and challenging land. 
Although the bounty of the summer of 1621 brought a time of heartfelt grati-
tude (the first Thanksgiving), the Pilgrims’ obligation to repay the backers who 

had financed their voyage, left them dangerously close to starvation. Food 
stores had all but disappeared. 

At one point, a daily ration of food for a Pilgrim was 5 kernels of corn. With a 
simple faith that God would sustain them, no matter what, they pulled through. 
History records that not a single one of them died from starvation that winter. 

Not a one. 
The harvest of 1623 brought a surplus of corn, so much that the Pilgrims                     

were able to help out the Indians for a change. So joyous were they that they 
celebrated a second Day of Thanksgiving and again invited Massasoit to                          

be their guest. 
He came, bringing with him his wife, several other chiefs and 120 braves. All sat 

down to a feast of 12 venison, 6 goats, 50 hogs and pigs, numerous turkeys, 
vegetables, grapes, nuts, plums, puddings and pies. But, lest anyone forget, all 

were given their first course on an empty plate. 
They were each given 5 kernels of corn….   

 
(Source: http://teacherweb.com/AZ/HOPEChristianAcademy/Gorla/HOPE-Thanksgiving-5-
Kernels-of-Corn.doc) 
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 Anniversaries 
11/11 - Randy & Karen Ginder 
11/24 - Matthew & Peggy Harry 
 

Birthdays 
11/1 - Nick Sieber 
11/3 - Janelle Harnish 
11/4 - Evan Sucharski 
11/6 - Bernadette Summerson 
11/10 - Pastor Mick 
 Ella Louise Kile,        
        Rose Marie Thompson                 
           Dan Summerson 
11/12 - Ruth Carlson 
   Raymond Shoemaker 
11/13 - Alexandra Collman 
11/14 - Margaret Stumpf 
   Liane Sucharski 
11/17 - Michael Cicero Jr. 
11/20 - Walt Johnson 
11/21 - Audrey Garber 
11/24 - Holly Leonard 
11/26 - Lydia Garber 
   Zac Grove                                   
   Glenn Longenecker 
11/28 - Aiden  Hawthorne 
   Kathy Risser 
11/29 - Dave Becker 
   Blaine Youtz 
11/30 - Courtney Peffley 
   Mellanie Williams 
   Dustin Youtz  

So this Thanksgiving, for the first course of your 
Thanksgiving meal, place five kernels of dried corn on 
everyone’s plate.  Then, have each person pick up the 
kernels and say something that they are thankful for.  
Finally, thank God for His grace and blessings.   
 
“Do not be anxious about, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which trans-
cends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 
 

Giving Thanks to God with a grateful heart, 
Pastor Mick 

November 19 Combined Service 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 
19th. The West Green Tree and Florin choirs 
will combine their talents to share in special 
music during this combined service beginning 
at 10:30 am. If you were able to attend this 
event last year, you surely remember what a 
blessing it was! There are thirty-five folks in-
volved in the combined choir this year. Follow-
ing the combined service, a carry-in luncheon 
will be held. Please plan to bring a dish to 
share. 
There will be no 8 am service this day. Sunday 
School will be held at it’s regular time of 9:15 
am. 
See Ryan Arndt with questions. We are looking 
forward to sharing in special music and fellow-
ship with our sister congregation. 
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 Using Offering Envelopes 
If you are currently using offering envelopes to track your giving, please make sure of the fol-
lowing:  
• Mark your envelopes clearly on the outside. Please be sure to put the TOTAL amount on 

the front that is inside the envelope. If you put a combination of cash & checks inside, be 
sure it states that on the outside of the envelope. 

• Be sure to mark where you want your monies to go. If at all possible, when splitting funds (general, building, 
deacon, seminary) please write separate checks with your designation on the outside of the envelope AND 
on the check memo lines. This will help the folks counting the money to be able to distribute it where it 
needs to go in a much easier fashion.  

• Keep in mind that we currently have two licensed ministers (Shawn O’Brien and Cody Schwanger) if you 
wish to bless them individually, you must record on your envelope AND your check the amount  you wish to 
go to which licensed ministers. Funds not designated to one or the other will be split equally between them. 

• Write legibly and be sure the line you use is where you want your monies to go. 
The counters will appreciate you taking just a few extra seconds to care for these things. This will make their job 
easier and ensure that your monies are going to the specific ministries you want to bless. 
If you are not currently using offering envelopes and would like to start, let the office know. We will be happy to 
supply you with a box of envelopes to aid in your giving. This will also provide you with an end of year givings 
statement. Contact the church office with questions regarding getting a box of envelopes or how to complete an 
envelope. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

From the Director of Youth Ministries 
 Our youth are continuing to grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Both the Senior High and Junior High 
Sunday School classes are taking some time to explore and gain a better 
understanding of the books of the Bible.  Senior High is also exploring 
topics concerning worship as well as where the world intersects with 
their faith.   
 On Wednesday evenings, our current series is entitled Upside Down.  We are looking at how Je-
sus took and takes ideas that most people agree upon and He flips them upside down.  He tells people 
to do the exact opposite of what they thought.  This was especially true when Jesus talked about how 
we treat people, specifically people that like us, people who don’t and people we don’t even notice.  As 
His followers, we are called to not only love Him but love others, despite what the world may tell us or 
how we may feel. 
 As the newsletter is being published, we are preparing to serve at GAiN.  Through partnerships, 
Global Aid Network® (GAiN®) expresses the love of Jesus Christ in the toughest places on earth by reliev-
ing suffering, restoring dignity, and revealing hope.  Our work at their distribution center is sorting and 
packaging clothing to be sent to places where it is needed most. 
 Please consider supporting our youth as they host a breakfast during the Sunday School hour on 
October 29.  Your support allows the youth to enjoy valuable times with minimum costs.  Our hope is 
for it to be a time in which you can see our youth serving and get to know them better. 
 The first Saturday in November we will have a bonfire from 5:30 – 8.  Any and all youth are invit-
ed.  Please see me for a permission form if you would like to attend. 
 We thank you for your ongoing support of our youth.   Together, may we all grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

For Him and His Church 
Shawn 
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November Servants 

 November 5 November 12 November 19 November 26 

Scripture &               
Sermon 

Have You Been Faithful 
Pastor Mick 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Shawn O’Brien The Final Judgement 
Pastor Mick 

Matthew 25:31-46 

Well Done!  
Luke 19:11-17 

Pastor Mick 

Pianist/Organist Ryan Arndt Leslie Allen Ryan Arndt Brenda Geib 

Special Music Choir Glenn Weaver Choir Kid’s Choir 

Chorister June Kolp Regena Tripp Glenn Weaver Regena Tripp 

Greeters 8 am Dave & June Sauder Donna Weaver Combined Service 
No Early Service 

Ruth Carlson 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Julie Ramsey Charles Groff June Kolp Yvonne Johnson 

Welcome Center                                  
8 am 

Cindy Collins Blaine Youtz Combined Service 
No Early Service 

Sarah Clugston 

Welcome Center   
10:30 am 

Todd & Lisa Shelly Randy & Anita Youtz Don & Ruthie Hollinger Colton & Brienna Brown 

Worship  Leader Phil Hollinger Doug Breneman Donna Weaver Greg Seitz 

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class Sojourners SS Class 

Deacons/Anointing Marlin & Rose Hibshman Matt & Heather Haverkamp Jerry & Julie Ruhl Clint & Julie Arndt 

Sound Room  
8 am 

Jerry Huber & Zane Seitz Jerry Huber & Nick Sieber Combined Service 
No Early Service 

Zane Seitz & Nick Sieber 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Jeff Schwanger & Jason 
Leonard 

Duane Martin & Shane 
Schwanger 

Jeff & Shane Schwanger Duane Martin & Jason 
Leonard 

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

 Dane & Lauren Youtz Combined Service 
No Early Service 

Don & Donna Weaver 

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

 Laurene & Kelsey Hollinger Marilyn Keener & Nick 
Ellison 

 

 September & October Stats 

 September 24 October 1 October 8 October 15 

Total Worship None reported 178 140  

Sunday School None reported 102 None reported  

General $4,108.00 $4,971.00 $4,278.00  

Building  $650.00   

Deacon $270.00 $411.00 $25.00  

Seminary     

 
No church     

due to                       
water issues 
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 Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight 
Each month, Tiny Timbers will feature several students in the “Student Spotlight” 
section of the Evergreen News. This will give you a chance to get to know the chil-
dren that attend Tiny Timbers by name and a little bit about them. 

Alivia Eutsey 
1. What are you really good at? sitting criss-

cross applesauce on my carpet square at 
school 

2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 
family? Go to McDonalds 

3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? My 
chicken shirt 

4. What makes you happy when you are sad? 
Funny faces 

5. What is your favorite food? Chicken nug-
gets 

6. What is love? Hugs & kisses 
7. How much does a car cost? $8.00 
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat? 

Chicken nuggets 
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside? 

Jump on my trampoline 
10. One food I really don’t like? Broccoli 

Warren Coble 
1.  What are you really good at? Fishing 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 

family? Swing 
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? 

Clothes 
4. What makes you happy when you are sad? 

When my brother brings me a toy 
5. What is your favorite food? waffles 
6. What is love? Kiss & hug 
7. How much does a car cost? $11.00 
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat? 

Waffles 
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside? 

Swing & camp 
10. One food I really don’t like? Sauce, it’s 

gross 
 

Lydia Dailey 
1. What is your most favorite place in the 

world? V & S Sub Shop 
2. What is your favorite color? Green 
3. What is your favorite part of the day at Tiny 

Timbers? Paint 
4. What is Love? Mommy 
5. Name your favorite toy? Babies 
6. How tall are you? 4 feet 
7. If you had to give away all your toys, who 

would you give them to? My favorite friend 
8. What do you like best about your siblings? 

Playing with me 
9. If you had a million dollars what would you 

do with it? Pay it at the grocery store 
10. What is your favorite animal & why? Puppy 

because I can walk him. 

Silas Bechtold 
1. What is your most favorite place 

in the world? On a boat in Alaska 
2. What is your favorite color? Yel-

low & green 
3. What is your favorite part of the day at Tiny 

Timbers? Having snacks 
4. What is love? Hugs & kisses 
5. Name your favorite toy? My cars & trucks 
6. How tall are you? Five zillion hundred pounds 
7. If you had to give away all your toys who 

would you give them to? Alivia 
8. What do you like best about your siblings? I 

don’t have any, but I have a kitty and I love 
snuggling him. 

9. If you had a million dollars what would you do 
with it? I would count it, spend it on food, and 
save it for other stuff 

10.  What is your favorite animal and why? Goril-
las because they are so strong like me 
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Hello from the MWF Pre-K Class at Tiny Timbers! 
 Our school year is well under way and things are going                                  
wonderfully.  Our new friends have settled in to school routines and are 
making great strides in their pre-k skills.   
 We began our year learning about how to be a good friend and       
using good manners.  In week three we introduced our ‘Letter of the 

Week’ starting with the letter A and of course it was all about APPLES! A was followed closely by the 
letter P and PUMPKINS.  At the beginning of October we enjoyed our first field trip of the year; we visit-
ed Charles’ Pumpkin Farm and Masonic Farmers Market.  Do you know the difference between a Hon-
ey Bee and a Squash Bee?  Our pre-k friends can tell you!  Rheems Fire Company came to the school to 
teach us all about Fire Safety.  I think their favorite part was sitting in the fire truck.  We enjoyed a 
week of rhyming with Chicka Chicka Boom Boom and Chicka Chicka 123. 
 In November, we will enjoy a special ice-cream Sundae treat as we learn about the letter I and 
learn about different insects.  Our pre-k friends will be bringing in their favorite teddy bear to school.  
We will go on a bear hunt and have a teddy bears picnic as we learn about the letter T.  We will be 
learning about the first Thanksgiving and enjoy our first class celebration planned by parent volunteers.  
 Our pre-k friends LOVE to sing and listen to stories.  They are working hard on letter and num-
ber recognition, writing their name, and have already started to read several sight words.  
 As we prepare our children for kindergarten we are working with parents to make this experi-
ence as enjoyable and positive as we can.  We will do our utmost to nurture their curiosity, foster their 
respect for others; create a life-long love for learning and most importantly a love of our Lord. 
 We are so excited to see what the rest of the year has in store! 

Miss Andrea, Pre-K Teacher 

Andrew Bolesky 
1. What do you want to be when you grow up? 

Paleontologist 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with family? 

Hug 
3. What is something you are thankful for? Milk 
4. What is your favorite game? Angry Birds Knock 

on Wood 
5. What is the best thing you did this summer? 

My family & I took a fun trip to Diggerland USA 
6. What is your favorite book? How Do Dinosaurs 

Say I Love You 
7. If you could pick one animal as your pet what 

would it be & why? Panda because it’s cute 
8. Who is your best friend? Josh 
9. What is the best thing about being 4 years 

old? It is very fun 
10. What makes you happy? My mom makes me 

happy! 

Calan DeGroat 
1. What do you want to be when you grow up? 

A Policeman 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 

family? Drive in the car 
3. What is something you are thankful for? Pup-

pies 
4. What is your favorite game? Soccer 
5. What is the best thing you did this summer? 

Playing in the Sun, Mr. Golden Sun 
6. What is your favorite book? The Adventures 

of Taxi Dog 
7. If you could pick one animal as your pet what 

would it be & why? A puppy because I have 
one 

8. Who is your best friend? Douglas & Dustin 
9. What is the best thing about being 3 years 

old? Riding my bicycle 
10. What makes you happy? Puppies 
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Christmas is right around the corner and I am thrilled to share with you that the 3 minis-
tries that we participate with will continue again this year! 
 

The first will be Operation Christmas Child where we will fill shoeboxes that 
will be shipped to children across the country.  You will have the option to 
track your box if you want my adding your information and registering your 
shoebox online.  We will have the cardboard boxes again this year.  A new 

option though this year includes a plastic OCC shoebox that you can purchase online or 
at Hobby Lobby.  They run about $2-3 a piece.  Please do not feel obligated to purchase 
a box any shoebox will do and children will be blessed by your prayers and gifts.  Shoe-
boxes are due to the church by Sunday, November 19th. 
 

Shortly after OCC, we will set up our Angel Tree where approximately 25-30 
"angels" will be available for you to support this holiday season.  We will have 
the pleasure of purchasing gifts for children and youth of all ages who have a 
parent who is incarcerated.  This ministry is special as volunteers meet with 

the parents in jail to share God's word and help them with gift suggestions for their chil-
dren as well as a special message that is written on their gift tags.  Being without a par-
ent over the holidays is difficult for children especially with unfortunate stigmatism 
that's often associated with incarceration.  What a wonderful opportunity to show God's 
love these families.  In addition to sponsoring a child, I will also need drivers to deliver 
the gifts.  This too is a gift and is very rewarding.  Please keep an eye out for more infor-
mation.  If you'd like to deliver a gift(s) you can call or email me any time. 
 

And last but certainly not least, we will again host our Community Christmas 
Dinner Christmas Day.  We will, as always, need help Christmas day, prepar-
ing the meal, cooking turkeys, desserts and most of all prayer!  We will have 
a meeting after 2nd service on December 3rd.  Please plan to attend and 

stay tuned for more info. 
 

Thank you all for being so open to helping out and assisting with these great ministries.   
Respectfully, 

Tracy Drescher 
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Upcoming Holiday Happenings: 
11/23 & 24 - Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
11/25 - Hanging of the Greens at 6:30 pm 
12/9 - E-town Holiday Parade at 4 pm 
12/24 - Christmas Eve Service Time TBA 
12/25 - Community Meal 1 pm - 3 pm 
12/26 - Office Closed 
12/31 - Any offerings/givings you wish to 
receive tax credit for in 2017 must be post-
marked by December 31st. Anything post-
marked after this date will be credited to 
your 2018 givings. 
 

Luke 19 Project Updates 
How are you doing on increasing your 
“talent” for the Luke 19 India Church Project? 
The New Horizons & Young Adult Sunday 
School Classes are coming together to in-
crease their talents by sharing a delicious 
meal opportunity with you! See a class mem-
ber by November 5th to purchase your tickets 
for a  Pig Roast & Baked Potato Dinner. Tickets 
are $10 each. The Drive-thru/pick up times 
are Sunday, November 12th from 4 pm till                  
5 pm here at WGT. 
Here is a list of folks that will have tickets 
available for you to purchase. 
Kathy and Dewey Martin 
Morris and Kim Houser 
Tracy and Charlie Drescher 
Dennis and Ann Saylor 
Laurie and John Hollinger 
Merv and Mary Jane  
Dori and Jeff Schwanger  
Ralph Daniels 
Cody Schwanger 
Abigail Schwanger 
Zane Seitz 
Kelsey Hollinger 
Anita Youtz 
Greg and Cindy Seitz  

2018 Trip 
West Green Tree will be 
heading to Juarez, Mexico 
February 24th through 
March 3rd. Those on the 
trip will be building a house. Folks interested 
in going  should see Dennis Saylor or contact 
him at 717-665-3471. 

Barn Party 
Join us Saturday, Novem-
ber 11th for a Barn Party 
at Glenn & Sharon 
Longenecker’s Farm (1718 Maytown 
Road, E-town). This event will run from 
4 pm till 9 pm. Fried chicken, baked 
macaroni & cheese and drinks will be 
provided. The congregation is asked to 
bring a dish and/or dessert to share. 
There will be a dessert contest 
(desserts of any kind can be in the con-
test, not just pies!) this year. Games, 
hayrides, crafts for the kids, piñatas, 
and square dancing will be available 
for your enjoyment. Please invite 
friends and neighbors to come with 
you to this fun-filled evening of fellow-
ship.  

HOLIDAY REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
The special Community Memorial Service for                           
members of the community wishing to pay tribute to 
special people during the holiday season is Saturday, 
November 4th at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
in Mount Joy beginning at 10:30 am. All are welcome 
to attend. If you would like to have a deceased loved 
one remembered, call Sheetz Funeral Home at                              
717-653-6441 & provide your loved one’s name & the 
number of family members who will be attending the 
service. 



740 Greentree Road 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

  
Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

 
 

Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant 
paula@westgreentree.org  

 
 

Phone: 717-653-5367 
Fax: 717-653-5056 

 
 

www.westgreentree.org 
 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Our Purpose Statement 
“We intentionally develop friends of                        
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love                                 

through words and deeds.” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 

Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 

Sunday School 9:15 am 
 

 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
 

Wednesday Service Times: 
 

Jr. High Clubs  @ 7:00 pm 
 

Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm 
 


