
From Cody Schwanger 

Hope 
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” 
 

This year and the last have revealed man’s complete inability to con-
trol everything or at least that we try to control everything with not 
much success. And perhaps the broad reaching failure of the large 
majority of those in leadership of any kind to quote “Slow the spread” 
reveals just that. Many approaches were taken by those in leadership 
and each over much deliberation felt that they were doing what was 
wise, prudent, and best for those they were entrusted to lead. 
Regardless of our efforts the virus continued to spread to even the 
most cautious. With the failure to slow the spread which stood as the 
current hope, we quickly shifted to the next solution as an example of 
mans continued efforts to control the problem. So we focused our 
efforts to the vaccine, to which many worked with fervor toward the 
admirable goal of helping others. This was the hope that was sup-
posed to bring all things into control. Yet now even with the vaccine 
we are looking now at booster because in fact there is no actual way 
for us to completely control a virus much less eradicate one. 
In addition, we have all the complex economic repercussions that 
leave us with mass shortages of raw goods and materials. Coupling 
this with the issue of getting the workforce jumpstarted all adding to 
the inflation seems to only increase the problems we are now faced 
with. Yet even now we see man still trying to control the situation. 
Now, with all of this as stated, notice I haven’t even mentioned the 
cultural issues that are encroaching on the Church bringing an addi-
tional element yet again out of our control. The number of problems 
we are faced with are daunting and unmanageable, yet we hold on 
trying to control. It seems then that there is something inherent in us 
that stems from our depravity that gives us the sense we are in con-
trol or that we have the power to control the outcomes. So we con-
tinue under this illusion that we are in control and press on seemingly 
without God. Instead of looking up we are already looking for the  
next new leaders to come in and fix our problems.                                                        
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Our Vision Statement: 
“To Know, Love, &                  

Follow Jesus by                        
serving All” 

 Hymn Sing Mondays @                     
7 pm 

 WWW Bible Study                       
Mondays @ 7 pm 

 CBM 11/9 at 7 pm 
 Prayer Shawl Gathering 

11/12 at 9:30 am 
 Combined Worship 11/21 

with adjusted Love Feast 
10:30 am 

 11/25 Office Closed for 
Thanksgiving 

 11/26 Office Closed 
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
WWW                                
7 pm                           

 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

2 3 
Youth                    

6:15 pm 
Men’s Bible 

Study 
7 pm 

4 
Choir 7 pm  

5 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

                  6 
  
 
  
  

                         7  
 8 am Worship                 
Sunday School                 

9:15 am                       
10:30 am                      
Worship                        

  
 

8 
WWW                                
7 pm                           

 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

9 
Congregational 

Business                               
Meeting 

7 pm 
   
  

10 
Youth                    

6:15 pm 
Men’s                   

Bible Study                                    
7 pm 

  

11 
  

Choir 7 pm 

12 
Prayer Shawl 

Gathering                      
9:30 am 

  
  
 
 
  

 
 

  

13 
  
                        
 
  
  

 14 
8 am Worship                 

Sunday School                
9:15 am                       

10:30 am                      
Worship      

  
 

 

                    15  
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

  

16 
 
 

17 
 Youth                    

6:15 pm 
Men’s                   

Bible Study                                    
7 pm 

 
 
 
 

18 
  

Choir 
7 pm 

19 
 
 
  

                 20  
 

  

                         21 
Sunday School                     

9:15 am                       
10:30 am                      

Combined                      
Worship/Communion                      

 

22 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

 
  

23 
 

24 
 No Youth                     

 

25 
Office Closed 

26 
Office Closed 

27 
  
 

28 
8 am Worship                     

Sunday School                 
9:15 am                       

10:30 am                      
Worship   

  

29 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

30     
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(Hope - Continued from Cover) 
Or maybe even some of us are hoping for the 
return of old leaders we believe hold all the 
solutions. Yet the truth is that our hope is 
not in ourselves or governments, but in 
something not “seen”. It is in an assurance 
we have that is our faith. 
All this is not to say that we should have sat 
idly by over the last two years. Nor is this a 
suggestion that we have no role or responsi-
bility in what is required of us when prob-
lems arise. However our past can help us 
learn, and these past years like all history 
help to affectively show that we tend to 
place our hope in man, and not God. This 
prompts in me the question. Where does our 
hope lie in times of trouble or persecution? 
It certainly does not rest in our own                   
abilities but in our Lord.                                                                    
David tells us plainly in psalms 33:20-22 
We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help 
and our shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for 
we trust in his holy name. May your unfailing 
love be with us, Lord, even as we put our 
hope in you. 
Things may get better, and they may                            

get worse. I suspect that we will continue                      

to see variations of both in the                              

coming future. But let us never forget                                     

that it is God who sustains and keeps                          

us. He is our hope!                                                                      

                    Cody Schwanger 

WGT Youth Ministries Update 
What are we talking about?  Baptism  
Why does it matter?  The commission Jesus gave His followers 
was to go and make disciples and to baptize them…  Certainly 
we recognize that Jesus commands us to love God and oth-
ers.  If we truly love others would we not want them to come 
to know the Jesus who saves us from the pain and penalty of 
sin and death?  We surely do not want our youth or anyone 
with whom we are in relationship to be uninformed.  We don’t 
know what we don’t know or have never been told.  If it’s im-
portant to us, it is important enough for us to talk about.  We 
surely don’t want to miss an opportunity for others to join us 
in the Kingdom of God.  
  

We are also talking about the Kingdom of God.  Isn’t that the 
place we all want to be?  What if we could be a part of that 
kingdom now?  Yes, now.  Surely Jesus calls us to live with His 
kingdom ethic now.  We have the opportunity to live as King 
Jesus teaches.  Jesus taught His disciples to pray – His Kingdom 
Come.  Let us believe that it is coming and it has begun and we 
can live now as we will live when the kingdom is fully recog-
nized.  Jesus tells his followers to “repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.”  Repent is the idea that we must turn 
away from something and turn towards God and His king-
dom.   
 

What might you and I need to turn our attention from in order 
to more fully live in the Kingdom of God?   

The Dollar-a-Day program continues through October 2022! If 
you have not picked up a silk purse, you may still do so! There 
are a few at the Welcome Center. If you don’t have a silk purse, 
you are still able to participate! Simply place your donation in 
the offering and mark is as “Dollar-a Day” and we will credit it 
to the program! You may also give online  as you do with other 
WGT offering options via the church website under ‘giving’. 
EVERY DOLLAR COUNTS! 
*$1 enables a child to attend VBS 
*$5 sponsors 2 month’s of adult literacy classes 
*$25 enables a church planter to work for approximately                     
1 week 
The Konda Kammari People live in difficult conditions with little 
to no modern day conveniences. Your dollars will help educate 
them, provide fresh water and  show them Jesus’ love in practi-
cal ways! Thank you for your commitment to this program! 



Page 4 

 

Prayer  
Prayer requests may be 
sent to Sylvia Weaver/

Prayer Warriors at                            
717-653-1626 or 

212sweave@gmail.com 

Offering Envelopes & 2022 Directory Updates 
If you use envelopes for tithes/offerings and are in need of a new box 
for 2022, please let the church office know. If you don’t use envelopes 
and would like to, contact the church office & we will set you up! Using 
envelopes  provides you with a giving summary at the end of each year. 
2022 Directory Updates are due to the church office by Sunday, Decem-
ber 5th. If you are currently not in the directory & would like to be in-
cluded, please contact the church office. 
 

Anniversaries 

11/16 - Fritz & Amanda Cooper 

 
 

Birthdays 

11/1 - Nick Sieber 

11/3 - Janelle Harnish 

11/4 - Evan Sucharski 

11/6 - Vera Grieger 

11/6 - Bernadette Summerson 

11/8 - Jordin Ziegler 

11/10 - Pastor Mick Allen 

  Deb Johnson 

           Dan Summerson 

11/12 - Ruth Carlson 

   Mark Burger 

11/14 - Liane Sucharski 

11/18 - Nila Grose 

11/20 - Walt Johnson 

11/21 - Audrey Garber 

11/24 - Holly Leonard 

11/25 - Yvette Cooper 

11/26 - Lydia Garber 
   Zac Grove                                   

   Glenn Longenecker 

11/28 - Aiden  Hawthorne 

   Kathy Risser 

11/29 - Dave Becker 

   Blaine Youtz 

            Blake Dickson 

11/30 - Courtney Peffley 

   Mellanie Williams 

   Dustin Youtz  

Witness News 
Operation Christmas Child boxes and labels are 
available by the Welcome Center. Please fill                
boxes and return them to the church by Sunday, 
November 14th! This is a great global outreach 
to spread Jesus around the world 
each year. 

 
Christmas Dinner Needs Helpers! Servers, clean up crew, 
food prep, drivers... many of these helpers only serve for an 
hour or two on Christmas day. A few hands are also helpful 
on our food prep day which is the Wednesday before             
Christmas. Please sign up at the Witness board or see a 
member of Witness (Abbi, Nicole, Donna, Liane) if you're 

able to help or have any questions. 
 
The E-town Holiday Parade will be                             
December 11th at 4pm. We would like to 
get a float put together and have people to 
walk/ride on it as well. This year's theme is 
"Hometown Holiday". Sign Ups will be on 

the Witness board - or call/text Liane 717-623-2710. 

From the WGT Deacons 
Due to an increase in COVID 
19 Delta variant and reported 
hospitals having a shortage of 
oxygen to treat it, We post-
poned the October Love 
Feast and offered Bread and 
Cup Communion the first 
Sunday in October.  We are 
planning to have a modified 
Love Feast on November 21st.  This would be a  combined service after 
Sunday School.  We would  start In the sanctuary where the Bread  and 
Cup would be received, then move to the fellowship hall for the 
meal.  Foot washing would be observed  by those who wish to partici-
pate. We want to encourage the whole family to come.  Please see a 
Deacon with questions. 



November Servants 

 November 7 November 14 November 21 November 28 

 The Ministry of                  
Reconciliation 

2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
Pastor Mick 

Who Are You? 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

Pastor Mick 

We Are Family! 
Colossians 3:1-17 

Pastor Mick 

Birth of a King 
Shawn O’Brien 

     

Greeters Cindy Collins Carey & Paula Brandt  Daryl & Angie Harnish 

AV/Sound Room B: Dave Coble 
PC: Linda Tripp 

B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Liane Sucharski 

 B: Greg Seitz 
PC: Colton/Brienna Brown 

Nursery/Toddler     

9 am Welcome                  
Center 

    

     

Greeters Todd & Lisa Shelly Abbi Schwanger Don & Donna Weaver Regena Tripp 

AV/Sound Room B: Shane Schwanger 
PC: Greg Seitz 

C: JJ Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

B: Greg Seitz 
PC: Dewey Martin 

C: JJ Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

B: Dave Coble 
PC: Allison Huber 

C: JJ Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

B: Dewey Martin 
PC: Luke Huber 
C: Allison Huber 

LSS: Allison Huber 

Nursery/Toddler June & Sarah Kolp Kathy Martin & Cindy Seitz   

Special Music/Offertory Choir  Glenn Weaver Dawn Shirk 

Worship  Leader Claire Leonard Dick Dickason Allison Huber Donna Weaver 

Ushers Sandra Dickason, Mel 
Geib, Jim Kolp, Walt 

Schwanger 

Jason, Holly & Claire Leon-

ard, Evan Sucharski 

Bill Tripp, Gene Walmer, 
Brenda Axe, Sandra 

Dickason 

Mel Geib, Jim Kolp, Walt 

Schwanger, Evan Sucharski 

10:30 am  Servants 

8 am Servants 

 9/26 10/3 10/10 10/17 

Total Worship 110 145 102 83 

Sunday School 81 75 54 None Reported 

General $4,715.00 $4,562.50 $4,830.00 $5,285.00 
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Our new school year is in full swing and it’s hard to believe the holiday season is just 
around the corner! The children continue to thrive despite the challenges the Covid 
pandemic has created. It is so refreshing to see the children walk into school each 
day, ready and willing to learn and play without a care in the world. I think adults 
can learn a lot from these little ones. This year, we welcomed Miss Chelsey to the 
MWF team as our new AM Class assistant, and Miss Kelley returned for her second 
year as our PM Class assistant. These ladies show so much love and patience, and 

Tiny Timbers is very lucky to have them. 
 
As we welcomed cooler temperatures this October, we took the opportunity to play outside as much as possible 
and ride the Tiny Timbers Trikes! This was an exciting experience for many of the children as we were unable to 
use the trikes last year. The children had a great time riding and especially loved pulling each other in the 
attached wagons. Both MWF Classes and the T/TH Class were able to have field trips to pumpkin patches this 
fall. We are so thankful we were able to share this fun experience with the students and their parents.  
 
Throughout the month of October, the MWF Classes focused on the Fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control. We talked with each other about what these big 
words mean and learned through dance and song. We had our first meeting with Pastor Mick in October, and 
the children learned more about patience and how we can make good choices even when it’s hard. It’s always 
amazing to see how much joy Pastor Mick brings to the children and how they light up when they see “Mr. 
Hoobly Doobly”.    
 
I am so looking forward to the remainder of the year and having our Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations in 
person. Please join me in in praying for the continued health and safety for all of our Tiny Timbers students and 
staff.   
 

With Love, 
Sarah Westrup 
MWF Teacher  
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Harvest Party Wrap-Up 

This year’s Harvest Party was absolutely wonderful! We can’t thank everyone enough for all the hands and hearts 

that helped to get things organized, donate time, food, games and equipment…. We are so grateful for everyone 

who came as well. The chili cook-off was loads of deliciousness, there were tons of games and things to do for all 

ages, and about 90 people made it out to enjoy some fireside fun with friends, family and even a few new faces we 

didn’t know. We are so blessed to have the space and resources to spend these times together. We lift up praise to 

the Lord for His provision, the fellowship, and community of Christians that we have here at WGT! 

  



740 Greentree Road 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

WEST GREEN TREE 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

 Sunday Service Times: 

 8 am Contemporary Service  

 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Traditional Service 

 10:30 am Live Stream via YouTube 

 “West Green Tree Worship” 

Weekday Activities: 

 Monday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 Wednesday: Youth @ 6:15 pm 

 Wednesday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

Phone: 717-653-5367 

Fax: 717-653-5056 

www.westgreentree.org 


