November 2016

Pastor Mick’s Musings…
THE OLD DEAD MAN
This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new
person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT)

More Than A Day
As Thanksgiving Day rolls around,
It brings up some facts,
quite profound.
We may think that we're poor,
Feel like bums, insecure,
But in truth, our riches astound.
We have friends and family
we love;
We have guidance from
heaven above.
We have so much more
Than they sell in a store,
We're wealthy, when push
comes to shove.
So add up your blessings, I say;
Make Thanksgiving last more
than a day.
Enjoy what you've got;
Realize it's a lot,
And you'll make all your
cares go away.
By Karl Fuchs
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How is your new life? Are you living and caring for your new life in
Christ? Are you cultivating and feeding your new life in Christ or are you
nourishing the “Old Man/Woman” in you? Good questions! We know
that we are new creations in Christ Jesus and that we have a new life in
Him. But so many times it seems we let the world seep in and feed our
carnal self over our new spiritual self.
Steve McVey, in his book, Grace Walk, Steve gives a wonderful illustration on feeding the new creation verses the old:
“Perhaps you have heard the one about the bulldog and
the terrier who fought every time they were together. The
bulldog was strong because he was constantly well fed,
while the terrier was weak because he rarely ate. So every
time the dogs fought, the bulldog would emerge the winner. What would you need to do if you wanted to guarantee that the terrier would always win and the bulldog
would always lose? You could feed the terrier and starve
the bulldog. Eventually, the terrier would become stronger
and the bulldog would become weaker.”
(Grace Walk, Steve McVey, 1995 Harvest House Pub., page
53, ISBN1-56507-3215)
Of course the point of this illustration is that we have two natures that
are in conflict with one another – the new creation you are in Christ and
the old carnal nature before you knew Jesus as your Lord and Savior.
But there is one thing wrong with the illustration! When you came to
Jesus, the Old Self was crucified with Christ and is no longer a part of us.
The sin nature has been eliminated the moment you were saved. JESUS
HAS WON THE FIGHT! You are not a partially new creation – you are totally NEW. The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Romans, explains this
clearly:
“Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can
show us more and more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of
course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we
were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him
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in his death? 4 For we died
and were buried with Christ
by baptism. And just as
Christ was raised from the
dead by the glorious power
of the Father, now we also
may live new lives.
5
Since we have been united
with him in his death, we
will also be raised to life as
he was. 6 We know that our
old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin
might lose its power in our
lives. We are no longer
slaves to sin. 7 For when we
died with Christ we were set
free from the power of
sin. 8 And since we died with
Christ, we know we will also
live with him.” Romans 6:1-8
(NLT)
That old man was crucified with Christ! That
old woman was crucified with Christ! We
are free from the old sinning self. Does that
carnal nature pop up from time to time?
Sure! That is the time we need to remind
ourselves that we no longer live for this
world but for Jesus. So say good bye to the
old self and live a new creature in Christ Jesus. You are free!
Much love in Jesus,
Pastor Mick
First Wednesday
Mark
your
calendars
for
First
Wednesday event on November 2nd, at
6:30 pm. Come to enjoy good fellowship & a
great meal. Please see Heather Haverkamp
with questions.

Anniversaries
11/11 - Randy & Karen Ginder
Birthdays
11/3 - Janelle Harnish
11/4 - Evan Sucharski
11/10 - Pastor Mick, Ella Louise Kile,
Rose Marie Thompson
11/12 - Ruth Carlson, Raymond Shoemaker
11/13 - Alexandra Collman
11/14 - Margaret Stumpf, Liane Sucharski
11/17 - Michael Cicero Jr.
11/19 - Khalil Murrey-Steele
11/21 - Audrey Garber
11/24 - Holly Leonard
11/26 - Lydia Garber, Zac Grove,
Glenn Longenecker
11/28 - Aiden Hawthorne, Kathy Risser
11/29 - Dave Becker, Blaine Youtz
11/30 - Courtney Peffley, Mellanie Williams
If, during any month, your anniversary/birthday
is missing or the date is incorrect, please
notify the church office. Thanks!
Housekeeping
Some things to keep in mind…
*Update forms for the 2017 Directory will be in church
mailboxes the first week of November. Please complete
this form & return to the church office. If we don’t hear
from you, it will be assumed that the information we
have on file is correct & will be printed as such in the
new directory.
*If you don’t currently have a church mailbox & would
like one, notify the church office & we will get one for
you!
*Offering envelopes are available for tithes/offerings. If
you currently do not use them & would like to start, notify the church office.
*Any offerings that you would like credit for in 2016
must be received/postmarked by the church office by
December 31st. Anything received after this date will be
credited for 2017.
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From the Director of Youth Ministries
The leaves should start falling any moment now – fall is upon us. On the 15th of October, 19 youth plus
advisors enjoyed a corn maze and bonfire outing. While youth group is fun, we are also prepared to rake those
falling leaves for those in our congregation in need or those who want to support the youth financially through
a donation for services. Please contact Shawn – shawn@westgreentree.org. In addition to serving through leaf
raking, on November 1 the youth will be preparing a meal prior to the Congregational Business Meeting.
Since the last newsletter, we had a bowling event at Clearview on a Wednesday evening. There were
almost 30 youth in attendance…on a Wednesday night. It was a great time. There were no 300 games, but I
believe an advisor by the name of Gary had a turkey! On Wednesday, October 19, in place of the regular
meeting the youth will be serving at the GAIN Distribution Center.
Upcoming Wednesday night meetings will center around a curriculum entitled If You Only Knew. We
will try to sort through some of the activities associated with being a Christian and how they matter to us. If
anyone is feeling God nudge you to supporting the youth in any way, please see Shawn or any advisor. Perhaps
you are gifted in preparing delicious snacks, or are feeling led to make donations to special events, leading a
Sunday School lesson occasionally, praying for the youth and the leaders or something beyond our wildest imagination, we would be interested to hear what God may placing on your heart.
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November Servants
November 6

November 13

November 20

November 27

Scripture &
Sermon

Facing Trials
Acts 25
Pastor Mick

I Am Sending You to Them
Acts 26
Pastor Mick

Don’t Be Afraid
Acts 27
Pastor Mick

To Be continued
Acts 28
Pastor Mick

Pianist/Organist

Sylvia Weaver

Brenda Geib

Ryan Arndt

Leslie Allen

Special Music

Choir

Kari Slater

Choir

Audrey Garber

Chorister

Glenn Weaver

June Kolp

Reena Tripp

June Kolp

Greeters 8 am

Colton & Brienna

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Jim & Polly Shumate

Todd & Tammy Sieber

Greeters
10:30 am

Charles & Marilyn
Keener

Dennis & Linda Gerdel

Mel & Brenda Geib

Helen Weber &
Katherine Gebhard

Welcome Center 8 am

Cindy Collins

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Blaine Youtz

Ralph Daniels

Welcome Center
10:30 am

Nancy Garber

Todd & Lisa Shelly

Don & Ruthie
Hollinger

Holly Leonard

Worship Leader

Ryan Arndt

Allison Huber

Ushers

Youth

New Horizons SS Class

Faith Seekers SS Class

Sojourners SS Class

Deacons/Anointing

Jerry & Julie Ruhl

Clint & Julie Arndt

Dennis & Ann Saylor

June Kolp

Sound Room
8 am

Jerry Huber & Zane
Seitz

Jerry Huber & Nick
Sieber

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Duane Martin & Cody
Dupler

Sound Room
10:30 am

Duane Martin & Jason
Leonard

Jeff & Shane Schwanger

Duane Martin & Jeff
Schwanger

Zane Seitz & Jason
Leonard

8 am
Nursery/Toddler

The Cannon Family

Marcia & Aiden
Hawthorne

Ally Dupler

10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Cindy Collins & Heather
Haverkamp

The Huber Family

Dane & Lauren Youtz

Jackie Hemperly &
Jordyn Gutshall

September & October Stats
September 25

October 2

October 9

October 16

Total Worship

168

179

118

136

Sunday School

110

119

93

94

General

$3,167.00

$7,114.00

$5,104.00

$3,841.00

Building

$50.00

Deacon

$40.00

$275.00

90.00

Seminary

$525.00

$150.00

$50.00
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The Pre-K classes have adjusted very quickly to the school routines and
their journey to kindergarten readiness is well underway.
The students began the year learning how to be a good friend, how to use
good manners, and all about their feelings. In early October they
enjoyed their fall field trip to Charles’ Pumpkin Farm and to Masonic
Village Fruit Market as part of their apples and pumpkins themes. They enjoyed making apple juice and scooping out the inside of a pumpkin and roasting the seeds to eat. Did you know that there is a special kind of a
pumpkin called a “snack pumpkin” that contains hulless seeds? They also learned about Fire Safety from the
Rheems Fire Co who came to the school to visit. They liked sitting on the fire truck and hearing the loud siren.
In November, they will be learning about the first Thanksgiving. They will have their first class party planned
by parent volunteers. Students will enjoy raking leaves and jumping into them and going on a scavenger hunt.
Fall is a great time to learn about the many wonders of God’s creation.
Students have been getting good at identifying patterns, sorting by smallest to largest and largest to smallest, sequencing order of events, same and different, more or less, counting, and becoming familiar with left to
right progression. They are excited about learning sight words along with the letter of the week. They have
already learned eight sight words and will learn many more by the end of the school year.
The preschool years are the most important years of a child’s life. It is our goal to partner with parents to
give students lots of positive experiences to help develop a love and respect for others, a love for learning, and
most importantly a love for God.
Thank you, parents, for the support of your child’s education. Tiny Timbers began 19 years ago when a vision
formed to develop a Christian preschool as an outreach to the community. Thank you WGT and Board members for allowing the vision to continue today.
Miss Sherry, Pre-K Teacher

Join us on Saturday,
November 5th, at 3 pm
for Fall Fest at
West Green Tree
Church of the Brethren.
Call 653-5367 for more information.

Men’s Woods Event
Men of all ages are invited to attend the annual
Men’s Woods Event on
Saturday,
November
12th, beginning at 5:30
pm. Dr. Buckwalter, professor at Myerstown
Evangelical Seminary and author of a book on
Luke will be the guest speaker. Men are asked
to bring a side dish or dessert to share. Please
sign up at the information center if you plan to
attend.
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It's soon Christmas time again which means a busy time for our congregation. To start off the season, we
will collect shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. Soon after that we will participate in Angel Tree Prison
Ministry. And then we will end the Christmas season the best way I know how which is opening our doors to
the community with our Christmas dinner. I know this all may seem very overwhelming but I am confident
that we will all continue to share our gifts by blessing others again this season. Let me provide a little
information for each including dates to keep an eye out so you don't miss a thing and as always if you have any
questions please feel free to call (717-917-8675) or email me (tdrescher46@yahoo.com). Tracy Drescher
Operation Christmas Child will kick off October 30th and shoeboxes will again be provided
or you can use your own. Information on what to include in your shoebox will be provided
in bulletin inserts, during church service, posters, and on the church bulletin board. Remember to also include $7 to cover the shipping costs and like before you have the option to include this fee in your shoebox or register online which also gives you the opportunity to
track your shoebox. Most importantly please include a note to the child who will receive
your shoebox. Don't underestimate the power of your words-they are just as important as the gifts inside. And lastly, the deadline for collecting shoeboxes will be November 20th no exceptions because after the
2nd service they will be delivered to a drop off location. Let's go for that 100+ shoebox goal again this year!
Angel Tree Prison Ministry is a program that helps to maintain a connection between incarcerated parents and their children during the Christmas season. Each parent is asked what
their child may like to receive and often provide a message to pass along to their
child. This ministry helps children feel that they are not forgotten by their mother or father. Starting November 20th you will have an opportunity to select an "angel" from our
Christmas tree where you commit to purchasing at least one gift from $15-$25. Suggestions
of gifts will be written on the angel that were provided by the child's parent. After you purchase your gift(s),
please wrap and return with your angel tag by December 4th. More information will be provided in bulletin
inserts, poster, bulletin board postings and church announcements.
And last but certainly not least, we will provide a Christmas Dinner on December 25th. Deliveries will start at 11am, take out dinners will start at noon and then we will host our dinner
here starting at 1 and ending at 3pm. We will need lots of volunteers both prior and Christmas Day. More information on how you can help will come after Thanksgiving as the holiday
approaches. I am very excited to hit a record high this year and I am excited to see our returning friends and greet many new guests. Stay tuned for more details.

Upcoming Holiday Happenings:
11/24 & 11/25 - Office Closed for Thanksgiving
12/7 - December First Wednesday 6:30 pm
12/24 - Christmas Eve Service 6 pm
12/25 - Combined Worship 9 am
- Community Meal 1 pm - 3 pm
12/26 - Office Closed

COOKBOOKS!
There are only a few weeks left till Christmas.
Looking for a gift for the person that has just about
everything? Why not consider a WGT cookbook?
They are on sale for $10 with proceeds benefitting
the Sr. High Youth. Please complete an order
envelope (found at the Welcome Center) & place
in the “Bulletin/Newsletter” mailbox.

740 Greentree Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Mick Allen, Senior Pastor

Our Purpose Statement

“We intentionally develop friends of
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love
through words and deeds.”

pastormick@westgreentree.org
Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant
paula@westgreentree.org

Sunday Service Times:
Contemporary Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

Phone: 717-653-5367
Fax: 717-653-5056

Traditional Worship 10:30 am
Wednesday Service Times:

www.westgreentree.org

Jr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm
Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm

