
Pastor Mick’s Musings…  
We are Infinite Beings Dealing with a Finite World. 
 

King Solomon wrote, “Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those 
with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all.” Ecclesiastes 9:11. ESV 
 

Time happens.  Time marches on and we have absolutely no control over it.   
 

In the movie, The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey, our hero Bilbo Baggins meets Gollum in a 
dark cave.  Gollum is sure to take Bilbo for his next meal so Bilbo comes up with a game of 
riddles.  A battle of wits ensues and Bilbo almost loses on Gollum’s last riddle: 
 

“This thing all things devours: 
Birds, beasts, trees, flowers; 
Gnaws iron, bites steel; 
Grinds hard stones to meal; 
Slays king, ruins town, 
And beats high mountain down.” 

 

Of course the answer is, “TIME.”  Bilbo answers correctly; gives Gollum an almost impossible 
riddle, (actually a question;) wins the battle and saves his life.  As the riddle suggests, time 
eventually catches us all.  The reason why we have faster cars, faster planes, even faster 
computers and smartphones is to, you guessed it, save TIME.  As we try to put more and 
more on our plate each day, time seems to become an adversary.  It frustrates us.  It is al-
ways on our mind. We wake up with our alarms ringing and jumping out of the bed we 
check the, you guessed it, TIME.  After all there are only 86,400 seconds in a day. There are 
only 2,366,769,450 seconds in the life of someone who lives 75 years.  We must try to make 
every second count because life if short.  Or is it? 
 

Let me remind you of a fact that all followers of Jesus believe: We are not finite. We are 
infinite.  We were created as eternal beings.  The moment our Father in Heaven breathed 
His breath into Adam was the moment we became eternal beings.  We are and always will 
remain infinite.  Because of the fall and the curse that followed (and we inherited), our 
physical bodies were condemned to death.  What truly broke our Father’s heart was the fact 
that when we give up these now finite bodies, we will be eternally separated from Him.  
That is why Jesus came.  He paid our debt to sin, died and rose again to prove who He is and 
whose we are.  Jesus re-created us.   

 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come; the old has gone, the 
new is here!  2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV 
 

We are made new in Christ Jesus so our new bodies are acceptable in the Kingdom of Heav-
en.  All we need to do is believe and surrender our hearts to Jesus and we become citizens 
of Heaven.  Glory! Hallelujah! 
 

This is a real game changer!  Those 2,366,769,450 seconds are still a reality but I am no long-
er a slave to time.  I am imperishable.  I am immortal.  Death is usually the end of time.  But 
not for a believer! 
 

For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality.  When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death 
has been swallowed up in victory.” 
“Where, O death, is your victory? 
    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.   
1 Corinthians 15:52b-57 
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Thanksgiving Dinner Prayer 
 

Our table is set now; great food 
you can bet now. 

It's Thanksgiving Day, and we're 
ready to eat; 

All those near and dear us are 
here today to cheer us. 

This dinner is a winner, a                        
wonderful treat. 

 
It's time to be thankful for all that 

God gives us; 
Dear Lord, we are grateful; Dear 

God, hear our prayer. 
It's You we are praising; our                  

voices we are raising; 
Bless us and bless this food; keep 

us safe in your care. 
 

By Joanna Fuchs 
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Anniversaries 
 
11/11 - Randy & Karen Ginder 
11/18 - Charles & Charlotte  
               Riggleman 
11/24 - Matthew & Peggy Harry 
 

Birthdays 
11/3 - Janelle Harnish 
11/4 - Evan Sucharski 
11/10 - Pastor Mick, Ella Louise Kile,        
              Rose Marie Thompson 
11/12 - Ruth Carlson, Raymond                      
              Shoemaker 
11/13 - Alexandra Collman 
11/14 - Margaret Stumpf, Liane               
              Sucharski 
11/17 - Amy Burkhart, Michael Cicero   
              Jr., Autumn Ginder 
11/19 - Madison Harry 
11/20 - Samantha Ginder, Walt  
              Johnson 
11/21 - Audrey Garber 
11/24 - Holly Leonard 
11/26—Lydia Garber, Zach Grove 
11/28 - Aiden  Hawthorne, Kathy  
               Risser 
11/29 - Dave Becker, Blaine Youtz 
11/30 - Courtney Peffley, Mellanie  
               Williams  

Knowing this changes the way I look at this world.  I now know that I am 
only passing through.  I know that I now live as an eternal being loved by 
my Creator and nothing in this world can change that.  Storms will come 
and go, trials and tribulations will reside for a time in my life.  They will 
pass and I will live forever in a place of inexpressible joy!   
 

We are infinite beings who still have to deal with a finite world.  So how 
does that work?  By having an eternal perspective on everything.  Paul 
gives us a clue. He follows up the above passage with verse 58. “Therefore, 
my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain.” 
 

And again Paul preceded 2 Corinthians 5:17 with these verses. “Either way, 
Christ’s love controls us.  Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also 
believe that we have all died to our old life.  He died for everyone so that 
those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, 
they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.  So we have 
stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we 
thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we 
know him now!”                                                          2 Corinthians 5:14-16. NLT 
 

First, stand firm, every day, in your belief.  Do everything, your work and 
your play and everything in between for the glory of the Lord.  Remind 
yourself that death has no hold on you.  You are no longer a slave to time.  
And that adding God into the mix of the day will enable you to have that 
underlying joy that surpasses all understanding.   
 

Second, be compelled by Christ’s love and regard no one from a worldly 
point of view. Remember that most people around you have not been “re-
created” and that Jesus died for them too.    
 

Finally, when the alarm goes off in the morning: smile at the clock; remind 
yourself that you are imperishable, that you are immortal, that you are a 
citizen of the kingdom of Heaven, and you are no longer a slave to, you 
guessed it, TIME! 
 

For His glory, 
PM 

Fall Fest Highlights 
We recently held this year's Fall Fest, and had a great time!  We had a 
number of church families in attendance and some new faces from 
the community.   
There were a lot of fun activities for the kids (and the young at heart) 
which included barrel train rides, pony hop and sack races, bobbing 
for apples, and a candy scramble.  We had a chili cook-off and a 
pumpkin dessert contest.   
Congratulations to Julie Ramsey for her winning chicken chili and 
Jeanie and Carlyle Hinshaw for their pumpkin pie!  We roasted hot 
dogs and s'mores, and had a huge toasty bonfire.   
The highlight of the evening was Pastor Mick's message which came 
with singing and balloon twisting!  We were surprised and delighted 
to find he had this hidden talent!   
Thank you to all those who helped make this a fun evening of fellow-
ship!                                                                              

Check out more from Fall Fest on            
pages 6 & 7! 
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We are off to a fun start this fall at Tiny Timbers. The children have enjoyed 
getting to know each other and learning their classmates’ names in Septem-
ber.  They quickly learned the routines and especially love playing on the 
playground and riding the bicycles.  
 
Some of the activities they have enjoyed are making applesauce, going on 

our first field trip to Charles’ Pumpkin Farm and Masonic Village Farm Market, having Pajama Day, and a 
visit from Rheems Fire Department. 
 
Many of the MWF children are new at Tiny Timbers this year. Skills they are already working hard on de-
veloping are writing their names, tracing and cutting, learning shapes and colors, patterns, sequencing, 
learning letter s and their sounds, sight word recognition, and left to right progression. 
 
We are looking forward to our first Class Celebration at Thanksgiving when quite a few moms will be 
coming in to help the children celebrate.  At Christmas we will have our first program for our parents.  
 
The staff is grateful the school is nearly full this year. There is still one opening in the TTH PM class.  If 
you know of any families who may be interested, please pass this information along. 
 
We are saddened by the loss of our dear friend and board member, Jan Hawthorne. The gifts that have 
been given to Tiny Timbers are so appreciated and a new piece of playground equipment will be placed 
in her honor. She has always been a great inspiration to all of us at Tiny Timbers and will always be re-
membered fondly.  
 
We want to thank the church for their faithful support of Tiny Timbers throughout the year. 

Miss Sherry 
MWF Teacher 



 

November Servants 

 November 1 November 8 November 15 November 22 November 29 
Youth Sunday 

Scripture &               
Sermon 

Matthew 7:1-6 
The Humble Way 

Pastor Mick 

Matthew 7:7-13 
The Heart of the 

Matter 
Pastor Mick 

Matthew 7:15-23 
WYSIWYG 

Pastor Mick 

Matthew 7:24-29 
Building a Solid                          

Foundation 
Pastor Mick 

Youth 

Pianist/Organist Ryan Arndt Sylvia Weaver Leslie Allen Brenda Geib Ryan Arndt  

Special Music Choir Kari Slater Choir Dawn Dupler Youth 

Offertory      

Chorister Regena Tripp June Kolp Glenn Weaver  Regena Tripp  Youth 

Greeters 8 am Jason & Kari Slater Jerry & Julie Ruhl Mike & Marcia 
Hawthorne 

John & Amy 
Burkhart 

COMBINED 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Charles & Marilyn 
Keener 

Dennis & Linda 
Gerdel 

Mel & Brenda 
Geib 

Helen Weber Katherine Gebhard 

Worship  Leader      

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS 
Class 

Faith Seekers SS 
Class 

Sojourners SS Class  

Deacons/
Anointing 

Jeff & Dori 
Schwanger 

Matt & Heather 
Haverkamp 

Dennis & Ann 
Saylor 

June Kolp Marlin & Rose Hib-
shman 

Sound Room  
8 am 

Jerry Huber & 
Duane Martin 

Jerry Huber & Jeff 
Schwanger 

Jerry Huber & 
Justin Arndt 

Duane Martin & 
Zane Seitz 

COMBINED 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Nicole Drescher & 
Jeff Schwanger 

Duane Martin & 
Zane Seitz 

Andi Collman & 
Jason Leonard 

Jeff & Shane 
Schwanger 

Youth 

8 am Nursery/
Toddler 

Cindy Collins & 
Mandy  O’Brien 

Lisa & Kayley 
Kershner 

Abby Ramsey  COMBINED 

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Dustin & Dana 
Youtz 

Chad & Audrey 
Garber 

Dane & Lauren 
Youtz 

Jason & Holly Leon-
ard 

Sarah Kolp & Nick 
Miller 
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  September & October  Stats 

 September 27 October 4 October 11 October 18 

Total Worship 177 202 158 145 

Sunday School 123 135 None Reported 104 

General $2,943.27 $7,693.65 $3,737.00 $3,344.00 

Building $20.00 $160.00  $80.00 

Deacon   $58.00  

Seminary     
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Adventures in Uganda: He Makes a Way 
 Hello church family! Hope this update finds you all doing well! Happy Fall! I’m sure you are enjoying the cooler 
autumn temperatures, the changing colors of the leaves, and all the fun activities that fall brings. It’s one of my favorite 
seasons of the year! However, this year these autumn months look a bit different here in Uganda. It’s still hot and sunny, 
just like it is all year round, with the occasional rain! Since it’s hot here all year round, I’m sure it will be quite the shock for 
me when I come home for Christmas and it’s freezing cold! I guess I should pray for a mild winter…or at least just for the 
month that I’m home! J 
  I’m sorry that I wasn’t able to put an update in last month’s newsletter, but I wasn’t able to come to Kampala, and 
since there’s no Internet in the village, I wasn’t able to write an update. Living in the village and being a part of a ministry, 
I’m learning so much about depending on God and others and sacrificing small things to do what God has called me to do. 
At home, I can practically go where I want and when I want, because I have the luxury of having my own car and my own 
schedule. I also have things like the Internet right at my fingertips. So back home everything is super convenient and I can 
do things on my own timing. However, here it’s a different story. I don’t have my own car or easy access to Internet. I have 
to work my schedule around the schedule of the school and the organization. I have to trust that if I want to come to Kam-
pala, God will work things out. There are many situations that arise that I get skeptical at how God is going to work things 
out. But, He always does. Even if it’s not on my timing, but then I realize that how it worked out was much better than how 
I thought it would work out. There’s a song that we sing at church here that says, “Who has the final say? Jehovah has the 
final say. He makes a way when there is no way, Jehovah has the final say.” And that’s been so true for this experience. 
God has been making a way when there seems to be no way. There’s something so beautiful about experiencing life when 
you truly have to depend on God and trust that He will work things out. It’s not something I really experience back home, 
because I am independent and everything is so convenient. And I’m so thankful that this is just one of the many things that 
God has been teaching me during life here in Uganda. I’ve been experiencing the promise that it talks about in Romans 
8:28, which says, “And we know that in all things, God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called 
according to His purpose.” Such reassuring words!! 
 So, in this update I will catch you up with what has been happening here during the past two 
months. For three weeks, at the end of August and the beginning of September, the school was on a 
break, so I stayed in Kampala at the guesthouse with the other volunteers. It was such a blessing to 
receive a break from teaching and I enjoyed being able to rest, rejuvenate, and use the simple luxu-
ries that are at the guesthouse that I don’t have in the village. I also loved getting to spend more time 
with the other volunteers and having the blessing of going out to dinner, going to see a movie, and 
spending time just talking with one another. It was such a wonderful time! 
 Then on September 7th, the teachers and children returned back to school for the final term 
of the school year! I can’t believe that it’s already the last term and now we only have seven more 
weeks left of school! In the 2nd term I had 30 children, but now I have 35 children. For the additional 
five children, two were in my class in 1st term, but they couldn’t continue because their parents 
couldn’t pay the school fees. However, this term they were able to get school fees and so those 2 
children were able to return to my class. Plus, I also got 3 new students in my class. The one boy 
doesn’t speak Luganda or English, so I’m sure it’s tough for him not to be able to communicate with the other children or 
understand my directions. However, he is a really good student and understands the lessons that I put on the chalkboard 
for the class to do, so that has been very helpful. When he doesn’t understand my English, I just have to guide him or show 
him what I want him to do. So, it’s like starting again from scratch with him and the 2 other completely new students. That 
has been kind of frustrating, because I thought this would be the easiest time of the school year, but because of the new 
students it hasn’t been that easy. However, God keeps giving me strength each day even when I get frustrated because 
they don’t understand my English and because I now have more students than 2nd term.  
 I am continually impressed with how much English my students are learning. They have learned many words in 
English. They know names of things in the classroom, things at home, articles of clothing, people in the family, people at 
school, people in the community, tools, domestic animals, fruits and vegetables, body parts, shapes, and colors. And just 
yesterday, they impressed me by being able to count to 100! Also, more children are speaking to me in English, even if it is 
broken English. This makes me so proud of them because not only are they comprehending English, but now they’re 
speaking to me in English more and more. So, it’s becoming easier for them to communicate their needs with me and for 
me to understand what they are asking me. There’s still a barrier though, especially when it comes to dealing with behav-
ior and interpersonal issues. These children are at the age when they are learning how to get along with others, share, and 

A gift from a 
student: sugar 

cane! 
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use their words to solve problems and not by hitting, kicking, or pushing. However, since I can’t speak Luganda, I can’t fully 
train these children effectively how to interact appropriately with other children. I try explaining us-
ing the little Luganda that I know and by role playing, but in each situation that arises, it’s hard to 
explain to children how I want them to behave and why we should or shouldn’t do certain things. So, 
that’s been the constant struggle; being able to deal with the behavior and interpersonal problems 
that occur every day. It’s the most frustrating part of teaching, and I know I can only try my best, be-
cause I’ll never fully be able to deal with these issues entirely because I don’t speak their language. 
It’s been tough but God’s been faithful and has helped me through the daily struggles in the class-
room.  
 There are frustrating times, but also times of fun and enjoyment with the children. Most of 
the children love to sing and it’s been fun teaching them songs that I sing with kids back home. I’ve 
taught them songs like, “This Little Light of Mine”, “Jesus Loves Me”, “The Hokey Pokey”, and “We’re 
Going On A Lion Hunt”, just to name a few. The more actions in the song, the better! It’s a great part 

of the morning, having fun, and teaching them new songs! Plus it’s a great way to teach them more English! Also, I have had 
some opportunities to let the children express their creativity and the children painted with watercolors and also played with 
Play-Doh. They were so excited to paint because it is something they have never done in school before. It’s so crazy to imag-
ine that because back home I worked with infants and I did art activities, like painting, with them 
every week. These kids are 5 –7 years old and have never painted before in school. And the joy that 
is portrayed on their smiling faces saying, “Thank you, thank you!” is what makes teaching these 
children worth it. Also, when they were playing with Play-Doh, these children showed me they are 
very creative! I gave them some very basic ideas of what they could do, like make a snake or make a 
person, but some children made their names out of the Play-Doh and one boy made a motorcycle 
with 2 people on it! I was so impressed by their creativity!    
 So, in the midst of the frustrating moments, I am also so thankful for the moments of joy 
and happiness that I can share with these children. It’s such a blessing to be able to share these 

basic materials with them. It’s only paint and Play-Doh but it’s amazing 
how these children feel so joyful to get the opportunity to experience 
these materials at school. However, it’s not like these children only get joy 
from material things. They don’t need these material things to be happy. They are happy to have 
life, have friends, and know that they have Jesus. But, I think these children just feel blessed be-
cause someone has chosen to share with them and that gives them a feeling of being valued and 
loved, and that brings them joy. Not the material things. I think it’s a lesson that we all need to be 
reminded of. Joy doesn’t come from the things of this world but it only comes from the Maker of 
this world. 
 As for prayer requests, please pray that my students would continue to do well in the last 
term of the year and that they would be able to do well on their last exams, so they can advance to 
Primary 1 (1st grade). Please pray that I would focus on the blessings of each day and not the frus-
trations. Also, pray that God would give me the strength and patience for each day. 

 Thank you for your continued prayers and support. It’s hard being away from home, but it’s so encouraging to know 
that I am being upheld in prayer! 

Blessings to you, 
Kelsey Hollinger 

 
 Sr. High Roundtop Adventures 

The Senior High youth and advisors went to Ski Roundtop on Sat-
urday October 17th. It was a beautiful, sunny day. They did zip 
lining,  high ropes course, rock wall climbing, kayaking, and a se-
ries of team-building/ obstacle course style events. Everyone had 
a blast, and also learned some things about communication, en-
couragement, and working together.  Check out the pictures 
from the day on pages 10 & 11! 
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