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Better Things Ahead! 
“There are far, far better things ahead than any we leave behind." C.S. Lewis. 
 We put our faith in many things.  We have faith that the airline mechanic keeps 
the jet engines on our planes in tip-top shape as well as a sober pilot.  We have faith 
that people are going to always stop at a red light.  We have faith that the prescription 
our doctor gave is the correct one. Do we even question our doctors?  We have faith 
that our government leaders have our best interest in mind when they make decisions.  
(Well, sometimes - we hope so.)   
 But the faith we have for God is different.  It is NOT a hope-so faith.  Faith in 
God is defined by the writer of Hebrews as: “Now faith is confidence in what we hope 
for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1.) This is more than just a 
hope-so!  Our faith is all pervading and consistent.  As C.S. Lewis said, “There are far, far 
better things ahead.” 
 Faith in God is different.  I like Evangelist Jonathan Conrathe’s definition of 
faith: “Christian faith is "aggressively laying hold of a predetermined focus.” Jesus ag-
gressively laid hold of his mission. Mark 1:38 ‘We must go on to other towns as well, 
and I will preach to them, too. That is why I came.’” L.B. Cowan, in her devotional, 
“Streams in the Desert,” puts it this way: “Faith is not conjuring up, through an act of 
your will, a sense of certainty that something is going to happen.  No, it is recognizing 
God’s promise as an actual fact, believing it is true, rejoicing in the knowledge of that 
truth, and then simply resting because God said it.” (May 1) 
 For me, Christian faith has a few attributes than the hope-so faith of this world 
fails to achieve.   
 First, Christin faith is constant. It is like the tides at the shore, or the sun rising 
in the east.  Our faith says to us that God is always faithful.  God is always present and 
working in our lives. 
 Second, Christian faith has evidence in action.  Like the Holy Spirit, although 
we may not see Him, we can know He is active in our lives because of the evidence of 
His actions in our lives.  John 3:8 describes the Spirit: “The wind blows wherever it pleas-
es. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it 
is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  We know of God’s relentless faithfulness through 
what He does for us. We see His handy work in everything we do.  
 Third, Christian faith demands action.  True believers are in the business of 
“aggressively laying hold of a predetermined focus.”  We have faith that God works in 
us and through us as we do His will in this world.  Others may cower in the face of fear 
and doubt.  Those who follow Jesus know without a doubt that He loves us, died for us 
and is working in us to bring us closer to him. We should be bold, courageous and fierce 
in sharing the Good News to others. God has Re-created us to do great things. We have 
nothing to fear. 
 Chapter 11 in Hebrews provides a litany of God’s faithful through the ages in-
cluding Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses.  But it also reveals “There were oth-
ers who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better 
resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment.  They 
were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the 
sword.” (Vs. 35-37).  
 So it was not a matter of God always doing what we say and everything working 
out the way we want it to work out.  God has the big picture and always does the best 
for us even when we can not see it.   Here are the last two verses of Hebrews 11, 
“These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 
promised, since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us  

We'll Get Through This 
 

Lord, our troubles 
Are so great, 

We don't know what to do; 
The price for our 

Iniquity 
Is finally coming due. 

 

The world is crumbling 
All about; 

No safe place can be found. 
Right is wrong, 
Wrong is right; 

The change is quite                             
profound. 

 

Lord, we need 
Your guiding light 

To lead us out of here; 
We'll focus on 

Your Word, and prayer, 
To take away our fear. 

 

Temptations of 
This dying world 

We'll rule out and let go; 
Give our burdens 

All to you, 
Shed all worldly woe. 

 

That's how we'll 
Get through this, Lord, 
Fixed on heaven above, 

Assured of your 
protection, help, 

And everlasting love. 
 

                                                      By Joanna Fuchs 



      Anniversaries 
 5/3 - Dane & Lauren Youtz 
5/3 - Glenn & Sharon Longenecker 
5/5 - Mick & Leslie Allen 
5/8 - Greg & Julie Ramsey 
5/11 - Gary & Cindy Collins 
5/11 - Bill & Fiona Van Winkle 
5/14 -  Don & Donna Weaver 
5/22 - Dick & Erma Fazenbaker 
5/27 - Tom & Sue Snyder 
5/29 - Ken & Cindy Drawbaugh 
5/31 - Jonathan & Kim Coble 
5/31 - Jason & Holly Leonard 
5/31 - Marlin & Lisa Kershner 
 

Birthdays 
 5/1 - Kylie Miller 
5/3 - Megan Gutshall 
5/4 - Maurice Houser 
5/5 - Dalton Summerson 
5/6 - Jay Coble 
5/7 - Tom Snyder 
5/8 - George Clugston 
5/8 - Patsy Risser 
5/9 - Payton Coble 
5/9 - Jim Shumate 
5/9 - Ben Youtz 
5/10 - Luke Huber 
5/10 - Lois Schwanger 
5/10 - Billie Jo Snyder 
5/15 - Cindy Collins 
5/15 - Don Kopp 
5/17 - Duane Bender 
5/17 - Luetta Hess 
5/17 - Amy Zimmerman 
5/18 - Justin  Mease 
5/19 - Nate Arndt  
5/19 - Brooke Daniels 
5/19 - Noah Farmer 
5/19 - Stephanie Ginder 
5/23 - Sandy Brubaker 
5/25 - Charles Groff 
5/25 - Merv McClenaghan 
5/25 - Brayden Raynes 
5/26 - Jo Anne Collins 
5/27 - Laura Hollinger 
5/28 - Tressa Burger 
5/28 - Claire Leonard 
5/29 - Helen Keener 
5/30 - Jim Coble 
5/31 - Yvonne Johnson 
5/31 - Christie Smith 
 
 

Live Stream Options via YouTube 
 Sundays at 10 am - WGT Worship 
 Tuesdays at 7 pm - Adult Bible Study 
 Wednesdays at 4 pm - Kid’s Bible Story 
Directions: 
 Go to YouTube & search West Green Tree Worship Live Stream 
 Find the listing with the red box that says Live Stream in a red bordered box 
 Click the Live Stream box  

Online Giving  
WGT is now offering online 
giving through Tithe.ly. If you 
would like to give this way                   
it’s VERY easy! Simply go to 
the church website, 
www.westgreentree.org , and 
click on the heading “GIVING”. 
This directs you to the form 
that you complete and your 
donation is  taken care of!  

Postponed Activities 
Due to the COVID-19 situation, WGT feels it neces-
sary to postpone some big ticket items that would 
normally be taking place in May. Tractor Sunday 
has been postponed and will be rescheduled later 
this year. The Spring Congregational Business 
Meeting has been postponed until further notice.  
We are hoping the stay at home order is lifted & 
things can start to get back to normal! When that 
does happen, know that we won’t fill your calen-
dar trying to make up for all the things we’ve put 
on hold! We will get back to normal in stages! 

Dec. 7, 1945 – it screamed across the air ways of the 
United States; “The Japanese have boomed Perl Har-
bor – our Navy has been almost completely de-
stroyed” (paraphrased). One Japanese General told 
the Japanese Emperor; “I’m afraid that all we’ve done 
is to have wakened a sleeping giant.” The words of this 
general were prophetic. The men and women of our 
nation sprang into action, businesses re-tooled facto-
ries to produce wartime needs, many gave up their 
own lifestyles, even their own lives, to preserve our 
nations freedom. This generation of men and women 
became known as “The Greatest Generation”, even to 
this day. 
2020 – we are at war again. This time the enemy is 
unseen and called “Coronavirus’ or “COVID 19”. And 
once again our men and women have sprung into ac-
tion; businesses are re-tooling to produce what is 
needed for this war, men and women are volunteering 
to stand on the front lines at the risk of their own safe-
ty and lives; doctors, nurses, technicians, scientist, 
police, fire personal, ambulance personal, truck driv-
ers, those working in stores to keep the food chain 
going, and many more.  
We haven’t heard much from this generation; no pro-
found utterances, no especially meaningful acts. They 
were more like the “sleeping giant” of 1945. Then, 
disaster struck! And this “sleeping giant” of 2020, 
sprung unto action.  I do believe in my heart, that this 
generation has become the “new” Greatest Genera-
tion! 
Thank you to all you front-line responders, whoever 
you are. May God bless you all, and keep you all safe 
as you fight this battle for our safety.  
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would they be made perfect.” I 
am convinced that no matter 
what happens in this life, God is 
working it out in us for our 
good. Romans 8:28 is true: 
“And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have 
been called according to his 
purpose.” 
 Even in the midst of 
tragedy and catastrophe, such 
as our present pandemic, God 
is working FOR us! I have no 
fear for my faith in Jesus Christ 
is always assuring me that 
“There are far, far better 
things ahead!” 

Faithfully yours in Jesus, 
Pastor Mick 


