March 2018

Pastor Mick’s Musings
“Father, what have you planned for me today?”

Sweet Spring
When the gloomy gray sky
turns to clear azure blue,
And the snow disappears
from the ground,
When the birds start to sing, and
our moods start to lift,
Then we know Spring is
coming around.
When the first flower bulbs
Poke their heads toward the sun,
Golden daffodils, hyacinths, too;
When the brown grass turns
green, and the wildflowers bloom,
Then sweet Spring makes its
showy debut.
Once again we awake from
cold winter's pale dream,
As our minds and our
bodies revive;
We rejoice and delight in spring's
colorful sight;
Each new spring makes
us glad we're alive!
By Joanna Fuchs

Inside this issue:
WGT Calendar

2

SWIM

3

Youth News

4

Scripture, Servants & Stats

5

Tiny Timbers News

6&7

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.
Romans 12:2
In the day to day real world, we often get caught up in the hustle and bustle.
Life becomes so busy it is hard to rest. We definitely live in a hyped up restless world.
We become overwhelmed with the our daily circumstances that we tend to forget who
we are. Reminding ourselves that we are God’s children is a key to overcoming this
highly motivated and intense world we live in. Let me give you a few ideas to be able
to rest even in the midst of our busyness. We can look at Romans 12:2 for some great
guidance.
First, do not conform. To conform means to behave according to the socially
accepted convention and standards in the society in which we live. It does not take an
anthropologist to realize that we live an over-bearing, high anxiety lifestyle. But we do
not have to! We can change our behavior and live with contentment and joy. We
know that we have a Father in Heaven who loves us and cares for us. As followers of
Jesus, we also know how valuable we are to Him. He tells us not to worry because He
is with us always. So refuse to play this unrealistic and dangerous humanistic
worldview. It may sound simple but it is the first step to overcoming a restless world.
The pattern of this world is complications, confusion, division and strife. You don’t
have to be part of that. Do not conform.
Second, Be transformed. Make a thorough or dramatic change (and in this
case, in your character.) As followers of Jesus, we all should know that we have been
changed, born again, reconfigured, and reinstated as new creations in Christ. We are
not of this world. Peter tells us, “Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to
abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.” (1 Peter 2:11) That is
right, we are foreigners and belong to the Kingdom of Heaven. So the key here is to
constantly remind ourselves throughout the day the very fact that we are citizens of
Heaven. We are just passing through.
Third, renew your mind. This is not a one time event. We read that we are to
be transformed by the RENEWING of the mind. That is a continuous and daily event. It
takes effort on our part. But it is a key to finding our Father’s good, pleasing and perfect will. Look at it this way - we can go either God’s way or the way of the world.
Start your day saying this, “I choose God’s way - everyday!”
So when you wake up in the morning, before you look at your calendar, your
emails, your voice mails, your twitter account, your Facebook messages, your to do list;
RENEW your mind! First and foremost, PRAY - connect with the Father. Here’s the
key: Don’t pray, “Help me with my plans today and enable me to get through the day.”
Turn it upside down and pray, “Father, what have You planned for me today?” Then
anticipated and expect His answer. I believe that if we allow this simple question to
seep into our souls, we can have rest and peace as we follow His direction. With repetition, I believe this can help we renew our minds, transform our character and lead us
to God’s good, pleasing and perfect will.
May you find His peace in this restless world.
Pastor Mick
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We want to hear from you! The above survey will be handed out in the next few weeks for you to look
over, pray about & complete. Please check out the questions above & think about how you can
provide feedback so that West Green Tree can be the church you need it to be.
Easter Season Events
Mark your calendars now for the upcoming
events
leading
up
to
Easter
Sunday:
*Saturday, March 17th, at 10 am is the Easter Egg Hunt
*Sunday, March 25th, is Palm Sunday - all services will
operate on a normal schedule this day
*Thursday, March 29th, is Love Feast held in the
Fellowship Hall at 7 pm
*Sunday, April 1st, Easter Sunday, will feature a Sunrise
Service in the Prayer Garden at 6:30 am followed by a
Continental Breakfast at 7:30 am. Sunday School will
begin at 8:45 am followed by a combined service at
10:30 am featuring special music from the WGT Choir &
Kid’s Choir
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“To grow in the Grace and Knowledge of our LORD and SAVIOR, JESUS
CHRIST.”
The youth of West Green Tree continue to have opportunities to
gain knowledge of Jesus as well as see how this knowledge can impact their
lives, today and the rest of their lives. This knowledge as Mick has being
teaching us from James becomes our faith which cannot stand still.
Our Winter Youth Retreat centered around the idea of things that
make us uncomfortable or which we fear and seeing how God’s word illuminates these fears and teaches us how to overcome and move beyond. We
had four gatherings including worship and teaching, closing on the
knowledge that the perfect LOVE of God cast out all fear. Our time also
included the opportunity for horseback, utilizing a climbing wall, snow tubing and a variety of games and activities.
Despite the weather limiting our times together, we spent a couple
of weeks on a series entitled Stressed Out in January. We began a new series on Valentine’s day entitled More Than Friends. This series is an opportunity to consider how we operate in all of our relationships. The first week,
we talked about and encouraged one another to keep thinking once in a
relationship as well as making decisions in advance.
Sunday mornings are currently committed to preparing for Youth
Sunday on March 11. Some other dates for our youth families to keep in
mind: Confidence Conference for ladies – March 17, Laser Dome Lock-in on
Friday, April 27 and a district service project in April. We look forward to
teaming with the Frist Wednesday to team to offer the congregation a time
of Lasagna dinner and fellowship. Please consider signing up to attend this
event and support this fundraiser.
Parents please watch for our emails. We are now using Mailchimp
to create our emails, they will be from WGT Youth. Please check your spam
and/or add us to your safe list. If you would like to keep up to date with our
youth, consider joining our Facebook group.
Please email
shawn@westgreentree.com if you would like to be added to the Facebook
group, or if you are a parent and have not been receiving the emails. We
are also utilizing a group to communicate with our youth on Instagram.
Please continue to hold the youth in your prayers. Be grateful that
in the busy of life they desire to part of the church family at West Green
Tree. Pray that they will grow not only in the knowledge of Jesus as their
savior, but as their Lord and that they would accept and know His grace
each day.

Camp Swatara Weekend
Reservations & deposits for the WGT Camp Swatara weekend
(August 10-12) are due April 1st. A sign-up sheet is on the Nurture
Commission bulletin board. You can check www.campswatara.org to
see where sites & cabins are located or check the map on the bulletin board. Sites are $86 & cabins are $118 for Friday & Saturday
night. See Linda Tripp or Ryan Arndt with questions.

Anniversaries
3/2 - Shawn & Lisa Cannon
3/3 - Colton & Brienna Brown
3/5 - Walt & Lois Schwanger
3/15 - Mike & Robin Cicero
3/17 - Dick & Kathy Youtz
3/24 - Doug & Janessa Daniels

Birthdays
3/1 - Katherine Gebhard
Toby Miller
3/3 - Charlie Mitchell
3/6 - Sandra Dickason
3/7 - Janet Hawthorne
3/8 - Mandy O’Brien
3/9 - Randy Ginder
3/10 - Dean Garber
3/12 - Gary Collins
3/13 - Brooke Coble
Heidi Grove
Jennifer Lefferts
Sheila Miller
3/19 - Jeanie Hinshaw
3/20 - Larry Brosey
3/21 - Traci Clugston
Linda Gerdel
Charlotte Riggleman
3/23 - Justin Hawthorne
Kelly McClenaghan
Trisha Williams
3/24 - Brantley Daniels
Abigail Ramsey
3/25 - Nikki Metzler
3/31 - Erik Sucharski
Lauren Youtz

WINTER WEATHER RELATED SERVICE DELAYS/CANCELLATIONS
Tune in to the following to check for any service delays/cancellations:
Online: www.wgal.com - “Stormwatch”, www.westgreentree.org (front page, scroll down),
Television: WHP - Channel 21, WPMT - Channel 43,
CW - Channel 15, Radio: FM 90.3 WJTL
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March Servants
March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Scripture &
Sermon

Spiritual Heart
Disease
James 4;1-12
Pastor Mick

YOUTH

No Guarantees
James 4:13-5:6
Pastor Mick

Judge Jesus
James 5:7-12
Pastor Mick

Pianist/Organist

Ryan Arndt

YOUTH

Ryan Arndt

Brenda Geib & Ryan
Arndt

Special Music

Choir

YOUTH

Choir

Kid’s Choir

Chorister

Regena Tripp

YOUTH

June Kolp

Regena Tripp

Greeters 8 am

Laurie Hollinger &
Luetta Hess

NONE

Cindy Collins

Marlin & Rose Hibshman

Greeters
10:30 am

Gene & Betty Walmer

YOUTH

Don & Ruthie Hollinger

Colton & Brienna Brown

Welcome Center
8 am

Sarah Clugston

None

Leslie Allen

Blaine Youtz

Welcome Center
10:30 am

June Kolp

YOUTH

Don & Ruthie Hollinger

Colton & Brienna Brown

Worship Leader

Greg Seitz

YOUTH

Donna Weaver

Liane Sucharski

Ushers

Youth

New Horizons SS Class

Faith Seekers SS Class

Sojourners SS Class

Sound Room 8 am

Jerry Huber & Zane
Seitz

NONE

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Jerry Huber & Nick Sieber

Sound Room
10:30 am

Greg Seitz & Jason
Leonard

YOUTH

Duane Martin & Jeff
Schwanger

Duane Martin & Jason
Leonard

8 am
Nursery/Toddler

The Farmer Family

NONE

Linda Spickler & Hailey
Tippett

10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Mindy & Enya Smith

Todd & Lisa Shelly

Jason & Holly Leonard

Deacons/Anointing

Polly Shumate & Cindy
Seitz

January & February Stats
January 28

February 4

February 11

February 18

Total Worship

226

158

203

100

Sunday School

124

98

132

NONE

General

$4,072.50

$5,099.00

$7,455.00

$2,931.41

Building

$60.00

$520.00

Deacon

$100.00

$60.00

Seminary

$125.00

$50.00

$200.00
$100.00

$250.00
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Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight
Each month, Tiny Timbers will feature several students in the “Student Spotlight”
section of the Evergreen News. This will give you a chance to get to know the children that attend Tiny Timbers by name and a little bit about them.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

Jenna Lourdon
What is your favorite place
in the world? Chuck E.
Cheese
What is your favorite color?
Purple
What is your favorite part
of the day at preschool?
Singing
What is love? That mommy
loves me
Name your favorite toy.
Plastic Eggs
How tall are you? I don’t
know, mommy has to use
the “stick thing” to tell me.
If you had to give away all
your toys who would you
give them to? Mommy
What do you like best about
your siblings? When we
play
If you had a million dollars
what would you do with it?
Get more plastic eggs
What is your favorite animal & why? Pandas because they’re cute

Riley Swords
1. What are you really good at?
Playing with my brother
2. What is your favorite thing to
do with family? Snuggle
3. What is your favorite outfit?
Purple dress that mema
made
4. What makes you happy?
Marshall (from Paw Patrol)
5. What is your favorite food?
Pizza & spaghetti
6. What is love? Something you
feel with your heart & give
away
7. How much does a car cost?
12 pounds
8. What is the healthiest thing
you can eat? Apple
9. What is your favorite thing to
do outside? Blow bubbles
10. One food you don’t like?
Brussel sprouts

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.

Lillian Marsh
What is your favorite place in
the world? The beach
What is your favorite color? Purple
What is your favorite part of the
day at preschool? Snack
What is love? You give each other hugs & kisses
Name your favorite toy.
Hatchimals & LOL Dolls
How tall are you? 43”
If you had to give away all your
toys who would you give them
to? My friend, Holland
What do you like best about
your siblings? I like that he lays
with me, plays with me & watches movies
If you had a million dollars what
would you do with it? Buy toys &
save someone
What is your favorite animal &
why? Horses because I like to
play with them & they are pretty

Sleigh bells ring, are you listnin… In the lane, snow is glistnin… a beautiful sight
we’re happy tonight walking in a winter wonderland!!
This is the song we sing each Tuesday and Thursday morning in circle time but
so far have not had the opportunity to really experience it. January has been so varied
with severe cold, snow, & rain, which is very frustrating for little ones who just want to
be outside. Praying we will have many times coming up.
In spite of it all , we have had some wonderful learning times about weather, winter,
feelings, Valentines, etc. learning new letters, numbers, colors, shapes and opposites.
Pastor Mick told us about making good choices with the prodigal son story and video.
Singing “Snowflake” with him is always fun. Thanks so much for coming in special for us.
We had a wonderful “Love Day” Party with exchanging Valentines and icing delicious cookies made by Miss Ruthie.
Miss Ruthie and I were the “special helpers” that day.
Coming up are going to be busy months with Parent Conference, registration, Open House, Easter Celebration and
other important times.
We are definitely looking forward to a new season song:
How do we know it’s Spring? How do we know it’s Spring- there are budding trees with shiny new leaves and that’s
how we know it’s SPRING !
JOY, Miss Natalie
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Cailyn Wenger
1. What do you want to be
when you grow up? A nurse
2. What is your favorite thing
to do with your family?
Have dinner together
3. What is something you are
thankful for? My grandpa
4. What is your favorite game?
Sleeping Queens
5. What is the best thing you
did this summer? Swimming
at the beach
6. What is your favorite book?
Paw Patrol
7. If you could pick one animal
as your pet what would it be
& why? A baby dog cause
they are so cute
8. Who is your best friend?
Lydia
9. What is the best thing about
being 4? I can do big girl
things.
10. What makes you happy? My
Mousy

Jonathan Hynick
1. What do you want to be
when you grow up? Construction site worker
2. What is your favorite thing
to do with your family? Build
forts, a “cozy nest”
3. What is something you are
thankful for? Parties
4. What is your favorite game?
Jet ski game
5. What is the bet thing you
did this summer? Ride the
mower with Paw
6. What is your favorite book?
You Get What You Get
7. If you could pick one animal
as a pet what would it be &
why? A dog because I like
doggies
8. Who is your best friend? Lilly
9. What is the best thing about
being 3? Toys
10. What makes you happy?
Riding my jeep and gator

Thursday, March 15th
6pm-8pm
**Meet the teachers
**Tour the facility
**Get a FREE Tiny Timbers-shirt & tote with newly
enrolled registration
**Registration fee $40 ($45 after 4/7/18)
Location:
West Green Tree Church of the Brethren
740 Greentree Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
For more information contact
Christie Farmer at 717-381-6980

Brennan Lechleitner
1. What are you really good at?
Flipping
2. What is your favorite thing to
do with family? I like to go to
Chocolate World
3. What is your favorite outfit to
wear? A Lightening McQueen
shirt
4. What makes you happy when
you’re sad? I find something to
do with my brother because we
are buddies
5. What is your favorite food? PBJ,
Pizza & Chocolate. I learned
about chocolate from my
grandma.
6. What is love? When you give
someone something they love
& they are happy. Love makes
me feel great and it’s from
Mommy.
7. How much does a car cost?
Seventeen money
8. What is the healthiest thing you
can eat? Clementines
9. What is your favorite thing to
do outside? Build a snowman &
play baseball with Patchy &
Daddy
10. One food I really don’t like?
Broccoli because it has the little
hair on top & I don’t like that.

Tiny Timbers Registration
It’s time to register for the 18/19 school year at
Tiny Timbers. If interested, please contact
Christie Farmer at 717-381-6980. An Open
House/Registration Night will be held Thursday,
March 15th, from 6 pm to 8 pm in the Tiny Timbers wing. This is for new students interested in
coming to preschool in the fall. Current 17/18
enrolled students, church family, and previous
families should register for the 18/19 school
year by March 2nd.

740 Greentree Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

Our Purpose Statement

“We intentionally develop friends of
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love
through words and deeds.”

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor
pastormick@westgreentree.org

Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant
paula@westgreentree.org
Phone: 717-653-5367
Fax: 717-653-5056
www.westgreentree.org

Sunday Service Times:
Contemporary Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:15 am
Traditional Worship 10:30 am
Wednesday:
Youth @ 7 pm
Thursday Bible Studies:
Ladies 10 am
Men 7 pm

