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Our Vision                   
Statement: 

“To Know, Love, &                  
Follow Jesus by                        

serving All” 

 Youth Wednesdays at             
6:15 pm 

 Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 7 pm 

 Women’s Bible Study 
Thursdays at 10 am 

 Choir Rehearsal Thursdays 
at 7 pm 

 Youth Sunday Combined 
Service 3/6 @ 10:30 am 

 Prayer Shawl Gathering 
3/11 @ 9:30 am 

 Q & A with Shawn O’Brien 
3/12 @ 5:30 pm 

 Game Night 3/12 @                  
6:30 pm 

 Special Called CBM 3/13 @ 
10:45 am 

 In-Person Hymn Sing 3/13 
@ 6:30 pm 

 Baby Shower, 3/20 @                      
4 pm 

“Our dilemma is that we hate change and love it at the same time; what we really 
want is for things to remain the same but get better.” -Sydney J. Harris 

 

 Like any good child of the 90’s I didn’t know who Sydney Harris was until I 
googled him, but the truth in this quote made me laugh. Change is truly paradoxical, and 
I think most of us can relate to his assertion of change. And if you’re like me the chances 
are that change is a common topic of discussion and reflection for you. 
 This past week as I have been reflecting on the changing times, it felt appropriate 
to put some of these thoughts to paper. It seems as if society, that is our daily lives, are 
standing at a turning point which will set the course for generations. The culture shifts in 
our lives is something I have always had a special concern for, but this is not the change I 
have been reflecting on this week. My reflections focus on my brothers and sisters at 
West Green Tree, and the changes we have been made to walk together in. 
 Change is not something most of us typically enjoy, especially when the changes 
that come, are not made, or brought on by us. Changes that we weren’t particularly     
planning on or that bring about an uncertain future, prompt within us feelings of fear, 
vulnerability, and the pressures of adapting to the change. Case in point, we are going to 
deeply miss Pastor Mick and Leslie and we certainly wish that Mick’s retirement brings 
him joy in this new chapter of his life. Nevertheless, we still feel anxious as we shift to 
new leadership and struggle with an uncertain future, and that is ok. It is necessary 
though, that we meet this transition well. That we meet the challenges of the day with 
Christian wisdom, doing our best to be faithful in our search for a call to a new Pastor. To 
do our best to help him adjust when he comes to our family. The changes that will come 
may be difficult at moments yet let us endeavor to build up the new leader as not to hin-
der him. 
 A passage from Deuteronomy, Chapter 34 to Joshua chapter 1 comes to my 
thoughts to help give an example for us as we transition over to new leadership. In these 
passages we find that God leads Moses up Mount Nebo to the top of Pisgah. Here God 
shows him the land He had promised Abraham long before Israel was even in captive. 
Here Moses is reminded that he is not going to enter the land and that it would be Josh-
ua who would lead them into the promise land. 
 I think it goes without saying that the lament that Israel felt at the loss of Moses 
was huge. And I am sure that the feelings of uncertainty for the future and a sense of 
unrest weighed heavily on their minds. Perhaps they thought to themselves, “How are 
we ever going to make it to the land that God has promised us, our leader is gone?”. Or 
maybe they felt as though they were in danger of collapsing within themselves. In this 
story accounting the transition of leadership from Moses to Joshua, we see a sovereign 
God calling two leaders for two different purposes each being realized at different times. 
We see a nation that found hope in God who was working out his promise. 
 West Green Tree has gone through quite a few seasons of change, and often 
those changes involved new faces and new leaders. I believe just like Israel with the pass-
ing of Moses, and the anointing of Joshua, that we find several applicable lessons as we 
work through our own transition of leadership. 
 First when we look at God calling Joshua to lead God’s chosen people, Israel up-
lifted Joshua and accepted his anointing from Moses. Likewise, we should recognize the 
difficulty that comes with being the “New Leader”. The last thing that the newly called 
leader needs is to have those he is called to lead, making his adjustment difficult. Trust 
me he is already feeling the pressure! Let’s not add to it. For example, comparing him to  
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
TT                           

Committee 
Mtg. 7 pm 

 

2 
Youth                    

6:15 pm 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                
7 pm                      

 

                    3  
WWW                       
10 am    

Choir 7 pm 
TT                        

Conferences                     

4 
  
 

 
TT                             

Conferences 

5 
3M 7 am 

Youth                
Sunday          

Rehearsal 
10 am 

                           6 
Youth Sunday 

10:30 am                    
Combined                        
Services                        

  
  

 
 

7 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

8 
Commissions 7 

pm 
Board 8 pm 

9 
Youth                    

6:15 pm 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                
7 pm                      

  
 

10 
WWW                       
10 am   

Choir 7 pm                     
                      

 
 

11 
Prayer Shawl 

Gathering                
9:30 am 

 
 

12 
 3M 7 am 

 
 
 
 

Shawn O’Brien  
Q & A 5:30 pm 

 
Game Night                      

6:30 pm 

  13  
Sunday School                  

8:30 am   
                                

Worship 9:45 am   
                              

 Special Called CBM 
10:45 am  

 

In-Person                        
Hymn Sing                                   

6:30 pm  

14 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE   
 

15 
Executive 
Committee 

Meeting 7 pm 
 

16 
Youth                    

6:15 pm 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                
7 pm                      

 
 
  
 
  
  

17 
WWW                       
10 am   

Choir 7 pm                     
                      

 
  
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

                  19 
3M 7 am 

 
 
  

                          20  
8 am Worship              

Sunday School                     
9:15 am                       

10:30 am Worship  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baby Shower 4 pm 

21 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

22 
  
 

23 
Youth                    

6:15 pm 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                
7 pm                      

  

24 
WWW                       
10 am   

Choir 7 pm                     
                      

 
 

25 
  
 

26 
3M 7 am 

 

27 
8 am Worship                  

Sunday School       
9:15 am                       

10:30 am Worship  
                                      

28 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

9 30 
Youth                    

6:15 pm  
Men’s Bible 

Study                                
7 pm                                           

31 
WWW                       
10 am  

Choir 7 pm                     
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Remember Dollar-A-Day givings!   
They are due the last day of each month. 

Prayer requests may be sent 
to Sylvia Weaver/Prayer 

Warriors at                                   
717-653-1626 or 

212sweave@gmail.com  

Continued from Cover 
past leaders is not helpful. We may feel 
like we are being helpful when we do 
this, but it just feels like a criticism of in-
adequacy.  
 A second lesson we can draw 
from this text is that God is faithful, and 
just like with the Israelites we find hope 
in God’s plan for us and those he calls to 
lead us. Joshua’s instructions from God 
was to take the promise land. We may 
recall that in this historical account it was 
God that did the real leg work. God has 
wonderful plans for WGT, by his grace he 
will                        continue to lead us into 
the future. 
 Together we thank Mick for his 
leadership and service to our little con-
gregation, and together we pray that 
God leads us into the future no matter 
what changes lay in store. Like the Israel-
ites, let us trust in whom God calls and 
the plans he has for us.  

God Bless                                                                                  

Cody Schwanger, Licensed Minister 

Anniversaries 

3/2 - Shawn & Lisa Cannon 

3/3 - Colton & Brienna Brown 

3/5 - Walt & Lois Schwanger 

3/17 - Dick & Kathy Youtz 
 

Birthdays 

3/1 - Katherine Gebhard 

3/3 - Sue Snyder 

3/6 - Sandra Dickason 

3/8 - Mandy O’Brien 

        Brody Dickson 

3/10 - Dean Garber 

3/12 - Gary Collins 

3/13 - Brooke Coble 

 Heidi Grove 

 Sheila Miller 

3/14 - Jodie Willenbecher 

3/19 - Jeanie Hinshaw 

3/20 - Larry Brosey 

3/21 - Traci Clugston 

 Linda Gerdel 

3/26 - Linda Tripp 

3/27 - Sylvia Coble 

3/31 - Erik Sucharski 

 Lauren Youtz 

  

A Sweet Baby Girl is on the way!  All ladies 
of the church, please join us for a baby 
shower honoring Brienna Brown, Sunday, 
March 20th, at 4 PM at West Green Tree 
Church.  Lovingly provided by the Ladies 
Ministry (Lisa Shelly, Kathy Martin, Kim 
Houser and Polly Shumate).  Kindly RSVP to 
Polly at 717-575-8153 by Sunday, March 
13th.  Brienna is registered at Target and 
Bed Bath & Beyond. 



Page 4 

Youth News 
 If you haven’t already done so, mark your calendars for Youth Sunday on March 6th at 10:30.  Planning and 
preparing are underway for a gathering themed around water.  We are excited to join them as they share their gifts, 
to lead us in worship, share God’s word and the testimony of their walk with Jesus.   
 In addition to prepping for Youth Sunday, we took a week to engage the proposed Statement of Belief, agree-
ing to the importance of unity around what we believe.  On other Sundays we have continued in our series on                 
Unity.  We talked about being built different.  This worked nicely as we were able to talk about Olympic athletes be-
ing built different and leaving an impact on their given sport, but Jesus came and left an impact on all of humanity, in 
which He calls us to be built different.   Paul was also built different in way that he lived as an ambassador for 
Christ.  This idea of being built different paralleled our Wednesday series entitled Upside Down Kingdom.  In both we 
see Jesus and His followers living differently, engaging the world differently than expected, different than the norm 
and even confronting the powers around them.   Jesus, the one who has all authority in heaven and earth, uses His 
authority to serve. Jesus is the perfect model for leadership, for authority and for power.  We emphasized that while 
they may or may not have any positions with leadership, one day they most likely will and we want to equip them 
with the tools to lead, to use power, to have authority that is in service to God and others.  
 We are playing a bit into the cliché around February and Valentine’s day taking a few weeks to consider 
“dating,” in a series entitled “The One.”  But it won’t be about finding the one, rather than using binoculars to find the 
one, we can us a magnifying glass turned on ourselves to see if we are the one – the one we want be.  And we believe 
this is only possible, change of this nature, through the supernatural transforming power of God.  We are transformed 
as we are putting our faith in Him, surrendering to Him, allowing Him to be at work in and through us for a world in 
need of a Savior. 
 Snow tubing!  A group of 24 took a 50-degree Saturday in February to snow tube.  While we all had a good 
time, I believe many were feeling a bit weary after so much fun.  It was great to spend time talking as we waited in 
lines, walked up hills and across muddy turf.  We concluded our time together with a meal…pizza!   
 In the past month we have had some new voices stepping out of the comfort zone to pray aloud for our 
group.  In fact, upon requesting a youth to pray for our pizza outing, one of our youngest led us in prayer at the res-
taurant, out loud, in front of strangers – so proud of the young people.  Continue to hold them in your prayers and 
seek them out – to encourage them, to offer them opportunities, and to show them God’s love.   
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 It’s been a busy month here at Tiny Timber’s. We started out learning about 
penguins, polar animals, hibernation, and migration. Of course animals are always a fa-
vorite for our friends to talk about. We also talked about snow and winter activities. 
Each friend got to share their favorite activity in winter and in the snow. What an ad-
venturous group of friends we have!!                                                                                         

 It’s also been a month about love. Our time with Pastor Mick was singing a song and doing motions to, 
Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. Our friends love learning and spending time with Pas-
tor Mick.  We as a class having been doing our own memory verse about love. Beloved, Let us love one another. l 
John 4;7   May we all spread Gods love by loving one another. Our friends have been busy making Valentine’s for 
their parents and mailboxes for their Valentine exchange to each other. It has been a joy to watch their excite-
ment as they show love and kindness to each other. 
 We praise God for each one of these precious little children and their families. We ask that you continue 
to hold all of us here at TT in your prayers. Thank you for prayers and support.   

Blessings, Miss Darlene TTH Class Assistant  

The MWF AM & 
PM Classes                             

created kindness 
flowers, sharing 

how they can 
‘grow with              
kindness’. 

The TTH AM Class made 
hand hearts and                               

penguins for some                       
February fun! 



February Servants 

 3/6 3/13 3/20 3/27 

 Youth Sunday 
10:30 am Combined 

Service 

TBD TBD TBD 

     

Greeters Youth Carey & Paula Brandt Dan & Nila Grose Daryl & Angie Harnish 

AV/Sound Room Youth B: Dave Coble 
PC: Allison Huber 

C:JJ Huber 
AVS: Jerry Huber 

B: Allison Huber 
PC: Linda Tripp 
C: Scott Farmer 

AVS: Jerry Huber 

B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Jay Coble 

C:JJ Huber 
AVS: TBD 

Nursery/Toddler   Justin & Beth Mease  

Reader Youth Clint Arndt Noah Farmer Allison Huber 

 You    

Greeters Youth Ed Horst Jackie Trout Jason & Holly Leonard 

AV/Sound Room Youth B: Greg Seitz 
PC: Colton Brown 
C: Brienna Brown 
AVS:: Jerry Huber 

B: Dewey Martin 
PC: Greg Seitz 
C: Scott Farmer 

AVS: Jerry Huber 

B: Shane Schwanger 
PC: Greg Seitz 

C: Liane Sucharski 
AVS: Jerry Huber 

Nursery/Toddler   Chad & Audrey Garber  

Special Music/Offertory youth Nick Sieber WGT Choir Naomi Clugston 

Reader  Youth Naomi Clugston Holly Leonard June Kolp 

Ushers Jim Kolp 
Jason, Holly & Claire 

Leonard 

Walt Schwanger, Evan 
Sucharski, Dick Dickason, 

Gene Walmer 

Brenda Axe, Sandra 
Dickason, Mel Geib, Don 

Weaver 

Jason, Holly & Claire                            

Leonard, Evan Suckarski 

10:30 am  Servants 

8 am Servants 

 1/23 1/30 2/6 2/13 2/20 

Total Worship 156 126 None Reported 202 191 

Sunday School 78 64 86 93 92 

General $4,150.00 $3,126.00 $4,979.50 $4,875.00 $6,440.00 
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740 Greentree Road 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

WEST GREEN TREE 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Weekday Activities: 

 Wednesday: Youth @ 6:15 pm 

 Wednesday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 Thursday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 10 am 

 

Phone: 717-653-5367 

Fax: 717-653-5056 

www.westgreentree.org 

 Sunday Service Times: 

 8 am Contemporary Service  

 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Traditional Service 
 8 am & 10:30 am Live Stream via 

YouTube “West Green Tree 

Worship” 


