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Pastor Mick’s Musings…
Taking out the garbage
MY FATHER, MY GUIDING LIGHT
Dad, you’re like the sun to me,
a sure thing, always there,
beaming light and warmth
on my life.
Whatever is good in me today,
I owe to your wisdom,
your patience,
your strength, your love.
You taught me by example,
as a role model,
how to be my own person,
how to believe in myself,
instructing me without
controlling me.
Even when we disagreed,
you held us together,
so our bond was never broken.
I understand what you
did for me,
and I am so grateful
that I have you
as my solid foundation, my rock.
I respect you, I admire you,
I love you,
my guiding light, my father.
Joanna Fuchs
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“What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ.”
Philippians 3:8

Our sanitation engineers come early every Wednesday morning to pick up our
garbage. So Leslie will move the garbage can in front of the doorway Tuesday night so
I won’t forget to take it out. It’s just a subtle reminder. The thing is, I really would
forget to take out the cans and it would eventually pile up! Eventually, I would get to
it. But it is better to have someone put your garbage in a place where you have to deal
with it.
The same could be said in regards to our emotional and spiritual garbage. So
let’s take a look at garbage.
Personal Garbage:
We all have personal garbage. I don’t mean the candy wrappers in our pockets. I mean the stuff we carry around in our hearts. I am talking about the wrongs we
have done and the times where we know that we have fallen into sin and carry that
around with us. It may be an emotional hurt that was inflicted on us, or maybe a betrayal by a friend. We are angered and bitter. And if we do not release those feelings,
there is a good chance that they will become smelly and rancid; and eventually affect
us and the people around us. Can you imagine someone coming up to you and saying,
“I like you as a person, but the garbage you carry around with you is starting to make
you smell bad!” Ouch! Well, we are fortunate enough to have our “Sanitation Engineer” who is willing to take that garbage onto Himself and rid us of it. What if one
does not see their garbage? Then ask the Holy Spirit and He will put it right in front of
your spiritual doorstep! And then we can all bring it to curb and let Jesus deal with it!
Other People’s Garbage:
Wouldn’t it be nice to be able to just toss your garbage over your neighbor’s
fence and let them deal with it? I guess that would be great unless you are that neighbor! The truth is we all get dumped on. Other people’s garbage effect us somehow.
That is when we have to apply the “Law of the Garbage Truck.”
My Canadian friend, Dave “The Bear” Blair, sent me an article from an old
travel log about the Garbage Truck and dealing with other people’s garbage. The simple parable follows:
The Law of the Garbage Truck.
One day I hopped in a taxi and we took off for the airport. We were
driving in the right lane when suddenly a black car jumped out of a parking
space right in front of us. My taxi driver slammed on his brakes, skidded, and
missed the other car by just inches! The driver of the other car whipped his
head around and started yelling at us. My taxi driver just smiled and waved at
the guy. And I mean, he was really friendly.
So I asked, "Why did you just do that? This guy almost ruined your car
and sent us to the hospital!" This is when my taxi driver taught me what I
now call, "The Law of the Garbage Truck."
He explained that many people are like garbage trucks. They run
around full of garbage, full of frustration, full of anger, and full of disappointment. As their garbage piles up, they need a place to dump it and sometimes
they'll dump it on you. Don't take it personally. Just smile, wave, wish them
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well, and move on. Don't take their garbage and spread it to
other people at work, at home, or on the streets.

Anniversaries
6/1 - Charles & Tracy Drescher
6/10 - Lloyd & Jackie Hemperly
6/11 - Brad & Brenda Drawbaugh
6/13 - Gary & Dawn Dupler
6/14 - Clint & Julie Arndt
- Dale & Lois Hernley
6/16 - George & Sarah Clugston
6/18 - Justin & Beth Mease
6/26 - John & Amy Burkhart
6/27 - Chris & Nikki Metzler
Birthdays
6/2 - Ally Dupler
6/3 - Sophie Slater
6/5 - Chad Garber
6/9 - Jim Kolp
6/14 - Keagan Collman
6/15 - Chester Kile
6/20 - Marlin Hibshman
6/22 - Connie Brown-Miller
6/23 - Richard Dickason
6/24 - June Kolp
6/25 - Duane Martin
6/29 - Beth Mease
6/30 - Barry Miller
Vacation
Paula will be on vacation
June 18th - June 26th. She will
return to the office Monday, June
27th. If you need anything from
her, please plan ahead so she can
prepare whatever is needed.

The bottom line is that successful people do not let garbage
trucks take over their day. Life's too short to wake up in the morning
with regrets, so..... "Love the people who treat you right. Pray for the
ones who don't." Life is ten percent what you make it and ninety percent how you take it!
Our bottom line is that we are not of this kingdom so we
should keep our eyes on Jesus and not let the garbage of this world
dictate our actions. Give it to Jesus and all things become better – not
easier – better.
The apostle Paul takes this to the umpteenth degree! Paul has
certainly accomplished much more than most of us and yet he considers it all as garbage compared to the “surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus, my Lord.” All our wealth, our health and everything we
have every accomplished pales to the intimate relationship we have
with Jesus. It reminds me of a praise song by Helen Lemmel:
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look into His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.”
Knowing Jesus this way affects us in two ways: it sweeps away
the garbage and keeps the garbage from coming in. Let’s make it a priority in our lives to know Jesus more and more.
It’s time to take out the garbage!
PM

Prayer Shawls
Prayer Shawls have been made in memory
& in honor of Jan Hawthorne & are being
given to those who suffer serious illness or
have suffered the loss of a loved one. To
date, six have been handed out. Any ladies that would like to
share in the honor of making shawls, please feel free. This is a
gift of love. At this point, there are no funds to reap from making them. When your shawl is finished, please deliver to Pastor
Mick. If you know of someone you feel would be blessed by a
shawl, please contact the church office.

Cottage Meetings
Be sure to attend one of the upcoming Cottage Meetings! During these meetings, you will be given
the opportunity to find your “SHAPE” and where you fit at WGT! If you are unable to attend one of
the meetings, please contact the church office for a SHAPE profile packet that may be completed on
your own time. Once the cottage meetings are over, we plan to help all those who participated figure
out where they fit! Upcoming Meetings in June are, June 1st at Ruhl’s, June 5th at Kolp’s, June 6th at
Haverkamp’s, June 7th at Hibshman’s, June 8th at Haverkamp’s, June 12th at Kolp’s, June 13th at
Schwanger's, June 15th at Ruhl’s, and June 20th at Arndt’s.
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Congratulations to our 2016
graduates! Zane Seitz & Ryan
Arndt will be graduating in just
a few short days.
We are so proud of your accomplishments and wish you
the best for a bright future!

Vacation Bible School

Graduating from
Donegal High School
*Future plans: Attend Penn
State, earn a degree in Meteorology, join the Coast Guard,
and all-in-all follow God’s plan
for me.
*Favorite scripture: Isaiah 6:8
“Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, “Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send
me!”

Graduating from
Palmyra Area High School
*Future plans: Attend Penn
State Harrisburg to become an
English teacher & to continue
my music ministry at WGT
*Favorite scripture: Galatians
2:20 “For I have been crucified
with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life I
now live in the body, I live in
faith by the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for
me.”

In a little more than 2 months WGT will be transformed into a cave with
stalactites, stalagmites and cave critters galore! Registration for our young
explorers is available now. You can access that by going to the WGT website and
click on the VBS section. We need your help to ensure the continued success of
this outreach. There are many opportunities to help out during that week. We
are also looking for donations to help with the transformation of our beautiful
church into a cave. Please place items in the VBS Donation Bin which will be located in the narthex near
the welcome center.
Cans of Spray Foam
Pool Noodles (will not be returned)
Large Rolls Colored Cellophane (Red, Green, Yellow)
Large Cardboard Boxes
Large Rolls of Brown Paper
Different sizes of Cardboard Tubes
Please check the bulletin for any additional donation items that may be needed.
Thank you for your continued prayers & support for VBS.
Allison Huber
Director
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June Servants
June 5

June 12

June 19

June 26

Scripture &
Sermon

Youth Sunday

“The Name of Jesus Has
Healed This Man!”
Acts 3
Pastor Mick

“There is Salvation in
No One Else”
Acts 4
Pastor Mick

“The Messiah You are
Looking For is Jesus”
Acts 5
Pastor Mick

Pianist/Organist

Ryan Arndt

Sylvia Weaver

Brenda Geib

Leslie Allen

Special Music

Youth

Mixed Group

Kari Slater

Audrey Garber

Chorister

Youth

Glenn Weaver

June Kolp

Regena Tripp

Greeters 8 am

Gary & Dawn Duple

Daryl & Angie Harnish

Colton & Brienna
Brown

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Greeters
10:30 am

Shawn & Lisa Cannon

Jason & Holly Leonard

Duane & Kathy Martin

Luetta Hess & Heather
Haverkamp

Worship Leader

Youth

Ushers

Youth

Deacons/Anointing

New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class

Sojourners SS Class

Marlin & Rose Hibshman

Jeff & Dori Schwanger

Matt & Heather
Haverkamp

Dennis & Ann Saylor

Sound Room
8 am

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Jerry Huber & Duane
Martin

Jerry Huber & Ryan
Arndt

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Sound Room
10:30 am

Duane Martin & Jason
Leonard

Jeff & Shane
Schwanger

Duane Martin & Jeff
Schwanger

Jeff Schwanger & Zane
Seitz

Chad & Audrey
Garber

Jason & Holly Leonard

8 am Nursery/
Toddler

Daryl & Angie Harnish

10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Dane & Lauren Youtz

April & May Stats
April 24

May 1

May 8

May 15

Total Worship

164

389

161

201

Sunday School

111

None Reported

92

121

General

$5,211.00

$5,489.00

$6,347.00

$3,451.00

Building

$25.00

Deacon

$35.00

Seminary

$35.00

$30.00

$140.00

$260.00

$300.00

$235.00
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Adventures in Uganda: The Start to Another Year
Hello church family! I hope this update finds you well! I can’t believe I’ve been here for a month already! It’s
been a busy month. I had safe travels coming to Uganda. I was very nervous flying through Brussels, Belgium, but I
was covered by God’s protection and arrived here safely. Both of my flights went really well!
Once I arrived, I was excited to get back to the village to see my past students, meet my
current students, and see all the people in the village again. The Sunday after I arrived was my
first time back in the village, and I was greeted by many hugs from the children and parents at
church. It was such a warm welcoming & it felt good to be back! The next day, Monday, April
11th, was my first day back teaching. I was feeling nervous and excited to meet my students. I was
nervous because I knew how hard it was last year for my students to comprehend my English and
understand my directions. So, I knew that I had to be patient and give them time to learn my English and be ready to face the frustration that might come with the language barrier. During my
first week, I was so impressed with how easily the students understood my English. I would give them the directions
of each lesson expecting them not to understand, but each time, in each lesson, they understood what I was saying
and knew what to do!!! It was like night and day compared to my class last year. I just had to thank God that this
year started out much better than last year and it is such a blessing that they understand my English! I had to thank
the teacher who taught the students last year because she must’ve taught them a lot in English and in doing so, it
prepared them for my class! So wonderful!
I have 37 students in my class this year! There are 23 girls and 14 boys. Like last year, I am the only teacher in
the classroom. I taught them for three week. This week the children took exams, and next week I will grade the exams and hand out report cards on May 13th which will be the last day of school for the first term. Then we will have a
3 week break from school. It will be nice to have a break and enjoy time with the other volunteers!
Adjusting to life in the village has gone pretty well. There have been multiple
nights though when I feel lonely as I’m back to living in a place where I’m the only
international volunteer living there full time. Whenever I feel lonely, I always remind
myself that God is with me and I’m never alone. Even though it seems that I should
be used to being on my own in the village, it does take some time to get used to it
again after being home for 4 months and being so close to family and friends. However, it helps that I live with other teachers. I go to another teacher’s house and
spend time with them so I don’t have to be by myself. It’s been wonderful spending
more time with them and it’s been a blessing to get to know them and enjoy many laughs together with them.
Not only has teaching kept me busy this month, but I’ve also enjoyed spending time with the kids in the village on the weekends or with the group of volunteers. I enjoyed having a birthday party for
the girl that my mom sponsors, Gertrude. She invited 4 other girls and we had a small party
one Sunday afternoon at my house. We cooked and ate the meal together, played games
(they LOVE the game Go Fish), and watched a movie. Then the next week, we ate cake, played
more Go Fish, and she opened her gifts from my Mom. It was such a special time getting to
celebrate her birthday with her and her friends.
On Saturday, April 23rd, we had a special day to celebrate one of the long term volunteer’s last week in Uganda. We had the whole day planned! The first place we visited was the
Equator!!! It was so cool to be there and stand in the Southern Hemisphere for the first time!
They had a water experiment to show how water drains differently in the different hemispheres. Of course, in the Northern Hemisphere the water drains clockwise. Then the guide
showed how in the Southern Hemisphere the water drains counter-clockwise. I always thought this was a myth, but I
saw with my own eyes that it’s actually true! The guide also showed how water drains right on the line of the Equator. The water drains straight down! It was a really cool & a great science lesson for the day! We went to Lake Victoria and had a picnic by the shore. The final stop of the day was dinner at Mediteranneo’s, a really nice Italian restaurant. Overall, the day was so wonderful getting to enjoy the sights and beauty of Uganda!
Thank you for your continued prayers as I teach this 2nd year in Uganda! In the next couple of months, we
will figure out how to give shoes to all of the children at the school, so stay posted! I miss you and hope you’re doing
well!
Blessings to you,
Kelsey Hollinger
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Another year is coming to an end at Tiny Timbers Christian Preschool. As I am typing this article this coming week is our last for the school
year. Thursday, May 19th is the last day for the
Tuesday/Thursday classes and Friday, May 20th
for the MWF classes. We had 48 precious smiling children pass through the doors of West Green Tree this 2015/2016
school year. We are looking forward to another new year coming up in the
fall. The children’s last day will be filled with outdoor fun with their classmates and parents.
Our Big Celebration was held on Sunday, April 24th. We are so Thankful and Grateful for all those who made this Celebration a great success for
the families and students at Tiny Timbers.
In the Tuesday/Thursday classes on May 5th the children brought
much joy to the residents at Juniper Village. The pictures you see here are from
that field trip. The children colored cards
and approached a resident with their parent to give them this gift. It
was a very touching and joyful experience to see the smiles on the
residents, parents and the children’s faces. Lloyd Swarr, a resident,
actually got down on his knees to do
the motions with the children as they
were singing. He could not get back
up, of course, but no problem. There
were plenty of us there to help :)
Thank you all for the part you play in the Preschool with your
many prayers, words of encouragement, donations and love. We can
feel your Love and prayers carrying us throughout the year.
For next year, we have 60 possible spots for children and have
45 filled for next year. We are well on our way!! If you know of anyone
that would like to become a part of Tiny Timbers, have them
contact the church office by telephone (653-5367) or email
info@westgreentree.org.
Children are very precious and a special gift from God. You are
an outreach for the beginning of the future for these children. Please
continue to pray for Tiny Timbers. We cannot do this outreach without
you.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Thank you!!
Love, Miss Cindy

Ladies Evening of Pampering
We had a very good turn out (no official count but I would say 50+). The ladies of all ages enjoyed fellowship, relaxation and food ~ the chocolate fountain was a big hit. We
gave door prizes by drawing names throughout the evening. The pampering they got to
enjoy included shoulder and neck massages, pedicures and manicures, hand massages, make-up
tips while being able to give themselves a mini make-over, skin care. They were able to make
potpourri bags and bath salt bags to take home. They could also relax by doing some coloring
pages. Food included meat/cheese and crackers, assorted nuts, fruit kabobs, cupcakes and the
chocolate fountain, of course. They enjoyed strawberries, marshmallows, pretzels
and angel food cake in the chocolate fountain. There were a variety of juices to try at
our juice bar as well.
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