
Events: 
*Sermon Series on Baptism each 
Sunday at 9:45 am 
*Prayer Shawl Gathering Friday, July 
8th, at 9:30 am 
*VBS July 18th through July 22nd 
from 6:30 pm—8:30 pm each night 
*Youth Pool Party Sunday, July 31st 
at Noon 
 
 

Weekly 
SUNDAY -  
*Sunday School 8:30 am  
*9:45 am Large Group Gathering    
MONDAY -  
*WWW Bible Study at 7 pm 
*Hymn Sing  at 7 pm 
WEDNESDAY -  
*Youth Group at 6:15 pm 
*Men’s Bible Study at 7 pm 
 
 

Inside this issue: 
*July Calendar                             Page 2 
*Celebrations                              Page 3 
*Monumental VBS                     Page 4 
*Tractor Sunday Pics         Page 4 & 5 
*Youth News                               Page 6 
*Servant Schedule                      Page 7 
 

Our Vision    
Statement: 

“To Know, Love, & 
Follow Jesus by 

serving All” 

Once upon a time before Noelle was in school, our family enjoyed 
taking vacation time during September and October.  It is during 
this time Amanda and I celebrate our anniversary and it had                        
become our default for many years to travel back to New England 
during these fall months. 
 
But like some of you with children or grandchildren in school,                          
vacations now tend to occur during the summer months.  Just                  
looking at the pews on a Sunday morning reveals this reality.  I 
know how valuable time away with family can be, and I am                        
delighted to know that many in our church family are able to step 
away from the pace of life to enjoy a less  demanding schedule.   
 
Some might be upset that people choose to go away with family 
and in doing so miss some Sunday morning gatherings, or other 
smaller group gatherings.   Some may even think I feel this way 
based upon a recent message bottom line: Followers of Jesus                   
Habitually Gather with Fellow Followers.  But in the passage from 
which the message was developed we saw the reason, the purpose 
for gathering: And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together,                   
as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one                           
another—and all the more as you see the Day                                    
approaching.                                                    (Hebrews 10:24-25). 
 
Going on vacation does not have to be a “giving up meeting                         
together”, it can simply be a pause.  It can be a conscious choice 
which includes the intention of not getting in the habit of doing so, 
rather returning to gathering with us after a short respite.  I have not 
yet found a passage in Scripture in which we find a threshold of               
attendance in which a short term absence from gatherings will                   
result in punishment.   
 
Don’t stop reading yet, this is not a free pass - it is actually a call to 
action. 
 
The purpose of the gathering is to spur one another on towards 
love and good deeds…  
 
What better time to love and do good deeds than on vacation?   
 
On vacation, the rhythm is interrupted, there is typically less work, 
less responsibility, less of a schedule…   
With all this “less,” there is room for more of something…   
There is more opportunity to love people (LP) and do good deeds. 
 

Continued on page 3 



Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 
 

2 
  

3 
Sunday School 

8:30 am 
Large Group 

Gathering                    
9:45 am 

  

4 
Office Closed        
In observance 

of                              
Independence 

Day  
 

5 
Executive 
Committee 
Mtg. 7 pm 

 

6 
No Youth 

Group 
Men’s                 

Bible Study                                   
7 pm                   

 
  

7 
  
 
 
 
 

8 
Prayer Shawl 

Gathering 
9:30 am 

 
 
 
 

                    9 
  
  

                         10  
Sunday School 

8:30 am 
Large Group 

Gathering                    
9:45 am 

  

11 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

12 
Commission 

Mtg. 7 pm 
Board 8 pm 

 
  

13 
Youth to           

Bible                    
Museum 

Men’s                 
Bible Study                                   

7 pm 
  

14 
 

15 
 
 
  

 
 

  

16 
  

17 
Sunday School 

8:30 am 
Large Group 

Gathering                    
9:45 am 

 
 

18 
  

19 20 
  
 
 

21 
  

22 
 
 
  

23 
Steward’s 

Project 8 am 

                         24 
Sunday School 

8:30 am 
Large Group 

Gathering                    
9:45 am                           

Deacon Mtg. 
Noon 

25 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

 
  

26 
  

27 
Youth                   

6:15 pm 
Men’s                 

Bible Study                                   
7 pm 

28 
 

29 30 
Pavilion & 
Fellowship 

Hall reserved 
for private 
function 

31 
Sunday School 

8:30 am 
Large Group 

Gathering                    
9:45 am 

Youth Pool Party 
at Noon 

      

Prayer requests may be sent to 
Sylvia Weaver/Prayer Warriors at                                   

717-653-1626 or 
212sweave@gmail.com 
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Whether you are at the beach or in the mountains, there will be 
opportunities to love and do good deeds, to be an                   
Ambassador for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20).  Perhaps you can think 
of ways to represent Jesus through love and good deeds to 
those around you while you vacation.  It may be as simple as 
choosing to serve someone in a way that you normally would 
not - a family member, a neighboring  camper, or a stranger.   
 
It may be the opportunity you have needed to spur you on to-
wards God, to take a few moments and read your Bible while 
others are sleeping or watching a boring movie.  Maybe even 
pray as a family over a meal whether you are  dining in or din-
ing out.  It is important to represent Jesus to those closest to 
us.   
 
I hope you know this is meant to encourage you, not to guilt 
you.  I want to encourage you and spur you on toward love and 
good deeds whether or not you are in the pew on Sunday morn-
ing.  I too am challenged to find ways to love people.   
 
As Amanda proofread this, we both wanted to have a                    
tangible example of how we have done good deeds when we 
have been on vacation.  We are planning to make it part of what 
we do when we are away from our   gatherings.  Please ask us 
if we have any examples of good deeds, we may very well ask 
after missing you in the pew. 
 
I hope each of you find some time to rest, I believe God                  
designed rest for our enjoyment.  May we each know Him and 
His love more and more each day.    
 

For Him, You and Your Family, 
Pastor Shawn 

A “Summer of Unity”  
Now through September 4, WGT will 
have Sunday School at 8:30 a.m.                     
followed by a single unified                    
congregational large group  gathering 
(aka worship  service) at 9:45 a.m.  As 
many of our families venture away 
over the summer months such a 
schedule reduces the need for the 
many servants necessary to hold two 
services. Sincerest gratitude to all 
those who continually serve to                    
enable these gatherings to occur 
week in and week out.   
Hebrews 10:24-25 
Philippians 2:1-5 
Galatians 6:2 

 Anniversaries 

7/11 - Jeff & Dori Schwanger 

7/14 - Evan & Liane Sucharski 

7/19 - Scott & Christie Farmer 

7/26 - Dave & Phyllis Becker 

7/26 - Dustin & Dana Youtz 

7/31 - Dennis & Linda Gerdel 
 

Birthdays 

7/2 - Nora Grove 

7/8 - Polly Shumate 

7/10 - Nicole Drawbaugh 

        - Peggi Hiller 

7/12 - Haylee Coble 

       - Madi Dodge 

7/13 - Bill Van Winkle 

7/16 - Ann Saylor  

        - Derwin Thomas  

7/17 - Amy Peffley 

7/18 - Jim Gruber 

       - Kathy Martin 

7/20 - Scott Farmer 

7/21 - Marion Hess 

7/25 - Lisa Shelly 

        - Betty Walmer 

7/27 - Gladys Hershey 

        - Abigail Schwanger 

7/30 - Xavier Cannon 

        - Bonnie Motsay 

7/31 - Colton Brown 
        

Congratulations! 
Cody Schwanger recently               

graduated from Evangelical                           
Theological Seminary with a  Masters 
of Divinity degree. Be sure to let him 

know WGT is proud of                                       
his accomplishment! 
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Go off-road for a Monumental 
adventure through the                    
colorful canyons and                       
sunbaked trails of the                  

southwest. By exploring                
God’s awesomeness, you’ll 
form a rock-solid faith for               

the road ahead.  
If you have any questions please reach out to 

Allison Huber or Brienna Brown.   

Registration is open! Go to:                                                                                                 
www.westgreentree.org/ministries/

vacation-bible-school                      
for more information. 

http://westgreentree.org/ministries/vacation-bible-school
http://westgreentree.org/ministries/vacation-bible-school
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The Prayer Shawl folks kindly created and gave 
each graduating senior a blanket with the hope 
that they will take this with them to college or 
wherever their future plans take them and know 
that they are loved and that their church is                  
praying for them. 

Youth News 
 
From our most current Wednesday series:  
 “Life can be tough sometimes. We know this because, well, we’re living it. So, how do you find ways to 
bounce back from life’s setbacks? It starts by being intentional about building resilience. In this series called, Nev-
er Give Up, we’ll take four weeks to help students understand resilience and learn how to build it. So students will 
be better equipped to bounce back from their next setback in life.”  
 Grateful for a few new faces stepping into leading our gatherings, some new adults as well as some 
youth.  Excited to have people stepping into becoming disciple-making disciples.   
 The O’Briens hosted the youth for dinner on a recent Wednesday.  It didn’t stop at food, Scott Farmer 
joined the group to get material for the special Father’s Day video for use in our Sunday morning                       
gatherings, we hope you didn’t miss the “dad jokes.”  Ryan Arndt hung out too, later sharing (for his first time) the 
first message from our new series.  

Please take note of our upcoming youth schedule.  Please see Amanda or Shawn for further details. 

 Wednesdays, June 29 - meet at WGT at 6:15 til 7:45 
  
 Wednesday, July 6th - No Youth Group 
  
 Wednesday, July 13 - Trip to the Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C.  Leaving in morning, return in 
  evening.  Limited seating available in the rented 15 passenger van.  No regular youth                           
  gathering.  First come, first serve - limited seating.  Permission forms and deposit due ASAP.   
  
 Week of July 18 - 22 - WGT VBS - all youth encouraged to serve/volunteer.  
  No regular youth gathering on Wednesday, July 20.  
  
 Wednesdays, July 27 - meet at WGT at 6:15 til 7:45 
  
 Sunday, July 31 from noon til 2 - Pool party at 122 N. Spruce Street, Elizabethtown.  Lunch provided -  
  please RSVP to Amanda or Shawn by July 24 for food planning. 
  
 Friday, September 9 - Sunday, September 11 - Youth Retreat at Gretna Glen. Permission form and                
  deposit due by June 30th. 
 
 Praying for you and your family.  May your summer be filled with wonderful memories. 

For you and your family 
Amanda, Shawn and the youth ministry team of WGT 

 

“JULY SPECIAL” for COMMUNITY CUPBOARD 

The Witness Commission would like to focus                             

donations for the Community Cupboard on personal care 

items and paper products, for the month of July. So, the 

next trip to the store put an extra shampoo, bar of soap, 

tube of toothpaste, etc., in your cart and drop it in the new 

temporary collection location.  

Of course food items are always needed, so if you have 

something you’ve been meaning to bring in, it will still get 

delivered. 

This will be in effect through July 31. We know times are 

currently a little hard for everyone, but we need to remem-

ber those who are less fortunate, especially now. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

https://mcusercontent.com/d91888fac2404a57e66d14ecf/files/d9d11ad8-43bc-9567-4c2b-6606bd39baca/Bible_Museum_Permission_Form.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d91888fac2404a57e66d14ecf/files/f1a9bac3-ba65-727e-cb1e-76c553dd1b69/2022_WGT_Youth_Retreat_Permission_Form_Waiver.pdf


July Servants 

 July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 

Scripture 
 

Week One of         
From Death to 
Life: A Baptism                        

Turnaround 

Week Two of                        
From Death to 
Life: A Baptism                        

Turnaround 

Week Three of 
From Death to 
Life: A Baptism                        

Turnaround 

Week One of 
Our Tone of 

Truth 

Week Two of 
Our Tone of 

Truth 

Music Leader/
Welcome 

Ryan Arndt Lance Hitz Liane                           
Sucharski 

Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt 

Piano Ryan Arndt Kayley Kershner Liane                      
Sucharski 

Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt 

Praise Team Ryan Arndt,                   
Jenna Huber,                 
Allison Huber 

Lance Hitz,                
Kayley Kersh-
ner, Audrey & 

Gretchen                 
Garber, Brooke 

Coble, Dawn 
Shirk 

Liane                    
Sucharski, 
Alex Gipe, 

Kayley O’Bri-
en, Marcia 
Hawthorne,    
Kylie Miller 

Ryan Arndt,                       
Lance Hitz, 
Alex Gipe,                

Naomi Clug-
ston, Allison      

Huber 

Ryan Arndt,                      
Brooke & Kim 
Coble, Dawn 

Shirk 

Host 
(Announcements, 
Scripture, Prayer, 

Reader) 

Steve Smith  Dave Coble Greg Seitz Brenda                     
Drawbaugh 

Phil Hollinger  

Greeters Carey & Paula 
Brandt 

Dan & Nila 
Grose 

Daryl & Angie                   
Harnish 

Dennis & Ann 
Saylor 

June Kolp 

Welcome               
Center 

Mindy Smith Sylvia Coble Darlene 
Breneman 

Krista Dickson June Gerhart & 
Audrey                  

Landvater 

AV/Sound 
Room 

B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Dewey 

Martin 
C: Jerry Huber 

B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Christie 

Farmer 
C: Scott Farmer 

B: Dave Coble 
PC: Aiden 
Hawthorne 

C: Jerry Huber 

B: Shane 
Schwanger 

PC: Greg Seitz 
C: Jerry Huber 

B: Dave Coble 
PC: Jay Coble 

C: Allison Huber 

Nursery/
Toddler 

June & Sarah 
Kolp 

Cindy Collins & 
Cindy Seitz 

Jim & Polly                     
Shumate 

 Angela Waser &                 
Kaitlyn Mattis 

 

Stats 5/22 5/29 6/5 6/12 6/19 

Total Worship 500+ 104 156 94 98 

Sunday School None 51 70 55 50 

General $5,323.74 $4,221.69 $6,012.59 $7,140.19 $2,828.19 
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740 Greentree Road 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

WEST GREEN TREE 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Weekday Activities: 

 Monday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 Wednesday: Youth @ 6:15 pm 

 Wednesday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 

Phone: 717-653-5367 

Fax: 717-653-5056 

www.westgreentree.org 

info@westgreentree.org 

 Sunday Service Times: 

 8:30 am Sunday School  
 9:45 am Large Group Gathering  

Live Stream via YouTube “West 

Green Tree Worship” 


