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Christian New Year’s  
Resolutions 

How can I use the New Year 
To better serve my Lord? 

I’ll read my Bible every day, 
And be more in accord. 

I’ll find new ways to serve others; 
I’ll love my neighbor, too. 

I’ll focus on "give" instead of "get" 
In everything I do. 

I’ll forgive the people I’m mad at; 
Angry feelings I’ll discard; 
I’ll try to love my enemies, 

Even though it’s hard. 
In the new year, I’ll lift people up, 

Instead of putting them down. 
I’ll fill my heart with love and joy, 

And never wear a frown. 
I’ll let go of my worries; 
I’ll put it all in His hands; 

I’ll repent and try to sin less, 
And obey all His commands. 
These new year’s resolutions 

Are difficult, at best, 
But there’s something I can                             

do each day 
That will put my soul at rest: 

I’ll love my Lord with all my heart, 
With all my mind and soul, 

And if I do that essential thing, 
All the rest will be in control. 

 
By Joanna Fuchs 

Redemption Demands Evidence! 
 
 Beginning in January 2018, we are going to embark on a                    
journey through the Epistle of James for our Bible sermon series.  
For me, the Book of James is one of my least favorite books of the 
Bible.  It is like cleaning the bathroom.  I don’t like to do it, but it has 
to be done.  James is very convicting and comes right to the point.  
And the point is that our redemption and belief in Christ needs to 
have evidence.  We should be compelled by love to do the work of 
Jesus Christ in the world.  James tells us that faith without works - 
without some outward sign of your faith - is dead.  So when I read 
James, I must look at myself to see if there is evidence of the faith.  
This letter is a spiritual “gut-check” for all Christians.  It is a tough 
letter! Some questions eventually arise: Do we reflect the love of           
Jesus in not just what we believe but also on what action we take?  
Is going to church once a week enough? Are we doing what the Lord 
wants us to do?  That is why the Book of James is a tough book - it 
makes one reflect on their faith walk.  It is a hard thing but it is also a 
good thing. And that is why we study it.  More importantly, James 
was inspired by our Father Almighty to write it.   
 It is not enough to “do church.”  It is all important that we                 
“be the church.”  Being the church means that our faith is not                   
confined to the church building but that we live our faith out in all 
aspects of our lives - church, family, vocation.  That is called radical 
pietism and is the very epitome of being a Brethren.  Being church 
individually grows the church corporately.  Reggie Joiner, the found 
of the Sunday School Curriculum called, “Orange,” put is this way: 
“Your church doesn’t grow because you believe something.  Your 
church grows when you do something about what you believe.”  
This is also true with one’s personal spiritual growth. That is exactly 
the truth that James is proclaiming in his letter.   
 As we head into the new year, let’s challenge ourselves to “be 
the church.”  How do we do this? By clothing ourselves in the                     
compassion of Jesus by loving others - truly loving others - and 
putting that love into action.  James puts it this way: “What good is 
it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has 
no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is 
without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in 
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Anniversaries 
 1/8 - Barry & Sheila Miller 
        - John & Judy Nauman 
1/13 - Walt & Yvonne Johnson 
1/14 - Carlyle & Jeanie Hinshaw 

 
Birthdays 

1/1 - Justin Hawthorne 
1/3 - Cadence Youtz 
1/4 - Kelsey Hollinger 
          Greg Seitz 
1/5 - Mindy Smith 
1/7 - Chloe Kowalski 
1/8 - Laurie Hollinger 
1/10 - Rose Hibshman 
  Sharon Longenecker 
1/11 - Mary Jane Smith  
1/14 - Greg Ramsey 
1/15 - Dane Youtz 
1/17 - Melissa Breneman 
1/19 - Sammy Davis 
1/20 - George Clugston Sr. 
  Kim Houser 
1/21 - Peggy Harry 
1/22 - Jackie Hoffman  
1/24 - Dawn Dupler 
1/26 - Dennis Gerdel 
 Sadie Coble  
1/28 - Fritz Cooper 
1/31 - Dori Schwanger  

peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing 
about their physical needs, what good is it? In the 
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead.” James 2:14-17  Don’t be confused 
- faith comes first.  Works without faith is also 
dead.  This is tough, but it is also God’s word to 
help us grow in our faith.  Yes the letter from James 
is a hard thing, but it is a good thing! 

 
All for His glory, 

Pastor Mick 

Secret Sister Participants 
Our secret sister reveal will be held, Tuesday, January 30th, at 7 pm with light refresh-
ments. Any questions - please contact Allison Huber @ 717-669-1946. 

Updated news from Tiny Timbers 
The Monday, Wednesday, Friday Teacher, Andrea Famous 
will not be returning in the New Year(2018) and is looking 
forward to devoting more time with her family. She will be 
missed and we pray God's blessings upon her and her fam-
ily as she looks forward to the future. 
We have hired a new teacher and she will begin on 
Wednesday, January 3rd. Her name is Carrie- Anne Henry 
and she is very anxious to begin teaching at Tiny Timbers. 
She has been a member of Trinity Lutheran Church for 
over 30 years and is very active in different ministries. She 
has been teaching and loving her students for over 15 
years. The Staff and Board are very happy Carrie will be a 
part of Tiny Timbers and are looking forward to working 
with her. 
Please keep Andrea, Carrie and the students at Tiny Tim-
bers in your prayers as they are transitioning. Also, and I 
know you always do, keep the Tiny Timbers Staff, Board, 
Students and the Families in your prayers throughout the 
school year. Seeds are being planted in these precious 
little ones. We can see them growing to love Jesus more 
and more  every day. With God's love and help, West 
Green Tree Church of the Brethren is making a difference 
in these children's lives. Thank you!! 

In His Love, 
Cindy Seitz 
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Witness News 
 

Elizabethtown Christmas Parade - West 
Green Tree Church entered a float in the 
E-Town Christmas parade. Pastor Mick 
and his daughters Sydney and Kiri rode 
on the float and sang  Christmas carols. Daryl Harnish helped to 

build the float & used his tractor to pull 
it in the parade. Senior high  youth 
group and Witness decorated the float 
and the youth walked alongside hand-
ing out candy and flyers for our commu-
nity Christmas dinner. 
 

Global Outreach - The last 3 months 
WGT has been working on a project for 
Glad Tidings India. I’m very proud of the 
hard work everybody did and your will-
ingness to get behind this project. We 
raised enough money to plant a church 
in India. This will also train a pastor and 
adult leaders and also provide for 500 
children to go to Vacation Bible School. We actually raised more 
than we needed to plant the church and the extra that we 
raised was the exact amount needed to build a well in a village 
in India. This will be a huge blessing because now the women of 
that Village won’t have to go into Hindu villages to get water, 
which is a dangerous trip for them. 
 

Local Outreach - The Christmas tree in the narthex had a 2 fold 
purpose this year. It was our Angel Tree. Thank you to everyone 
who provided gifts and delivered those gifts to bless those chil-
dren in that program, and thank you to Tracy Drescher for head-
ing that up. We also used it as  a Giving Tree for Hope Within 
Ministries. We were able to provide supplies needed at the  
Hope Within Medical Center and also to their patients . 
 

First Wednesday - The December First Wednesday was well 
attended with 55 folks using their skills to make crafts for the 
Christmas Dinner. Thank you for your willingness to give of your 
time & talents for this outreach! 
The next First Wednesday will be January 3rd, beginning at                        
6 pm with a delicious meal of chicken parmesan & meatball 
sandwiches with salad. Please sign up so we are prepared with 
plenty of food! Volunteers are needed to lead the adult class 
and lead a lesson/activity for the children. Please see Polly Shu-
mate or Lisa Shelly to volunteer.  

Who’s Who? 
In an attempt to help the WGT family 
get to know each other, we are going 
to try to incorporate an "interview" 
with some of the families from our 
congregation in the Evergreen News 
whenever we have enough space. If 
your family would like to be featured, 
please contact Ryan Arndt.  
 
Maurice (Moe) & Kim Houser 

1. How many 
years have you 
been mar-
ried?    35 
years 
2. Where do 
you work and 

what is your position?    Maurice worked 
for FedEx for 33 years as a courier and is 
now retired. Kim- I worked for 10 years as 
a teachers aid for Hilltop Christian Nurse-
ry School and now watches their grand-
children Kelsey and Owen when they are 
not in school. 
3. What are your hobbies?  
Kim-needlework, reading, exercise, and 
cooking healthy.   
Maurice-woodworking, fishing, and any-
thing sports related. 
4. What is your favorite dessert?  
Kim-anything that is lemon or cinnamon. 
Maurice-cheesecake and pie. 
5. What is your least favorite food? 
Kim-meat, Maurice-stewed tomatoes  
6. What is your favorite part of being in 
the WGT family?  
Our favorite part about WGT is the way 
everyone is so friendly and welcom-
ing.  We enjoy growing in the Word by 
listening to Pastor Mick's preaching, 
attending both the men’s and women’s 
Bible studies, our Sunday school class and 
fellowshipping with other believers. Basi-
cally we enjoy everything about WGT, it is 
the closest church we have attended that 
mirrors what Christ would want a church 
to be, loving, welcoming and has a great 
outreach to the community. 
7. What is something someone may be 
surprised to know about you?  
Kim-I am originally from Maine. 
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January Servants 

 January 7 January 14 January 21 January 28 

Scripture &               
Sermon 

Trials & Perseverance 
James 1:1-12  
Pastor Mick 

Overcoming Temptations 
James 1:13-18  

Pastor Mick 

Cleaning House! 
James 1:19-26  

Pastor Mick 

God’s Favorite? 
James 2:1-13  
Pastor Mick 

Pianist/Organist Ryan Arndt Leslie Allen Brenda Geib & Ryan 
Arndt 

Ryan Arndt 

Special Music Allison Huber Dawn Dupler   Kid’s Choir & Sr. Choir 

Chorister Regena Tripp June Kolp Regena Tripp Glenn Weaver 

Greeters 8 am Lisa & Kayley Kershner Dan & Nila Grose Steve & Mindy Smith Tami Garber 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Todd & Lisa Shelly Marlin & Rose Hibshman Cindy Collins & Ralph 
Daniels 

Shawn & Lisa Cannon 

Welcome Center                                  
8 am 

Mandy & Noelle                            
O’Brien 

Dan & Nila Gross Steve & Mindy Smith Todd & Tammy Sieber 

Welcome Center   
10:30 am 

Todd & Lisa Shelly Jim Spickler Cindy Collins Linda Tripp 

Worship  Leader Dave Hawthorne Brenda Axe Cody Schwanger Donna Hollinger 

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class Sojourners SS Class 

Deacons/Anointing Jerry & Julie Ruhl Clint & Julie Arndt June Kolp Marlin & Rose Hibshman 

Sound Room 8 am Jerry Huber & Zane Jerry Huber & Nick Sieber Jerry Huber & Justin Jerry Huber & Nick Sieber 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Jeff Schwanger & Jason 
Leonard 

Duane Martin & Shane 
Schwanger 

Jeff & Shane 
Schwanger 

Duane Martin & Jason 
Leonard 

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Daryl & Angie Harnish Julie Ruhl & Brenda 
Drawbaugh 

The Farmer Family   

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Dennis & Ann Saylor Polly Shumate Mindy & Enya Smith  Chad & Audrey Garber 

 November & December  Stats 
 November 26 December 3 December 10 December 17 

Total Worship 185 201 190 214 

Sunday School 118 121 111 115 

General $5,813.00 $5,430.00 $4,154.00 $4,601.00 

Building $65.00 $520.00  $93.00 

Deacon $145.00 $250.00  $25.00 

Seminary  $115.00 $10.00 $1,650.00 
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 Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight 
Each month, Tiny Timbers will feature several students in the “Student Spotlight” 
section of the Evergreen News. This will give you a chance to get to know the chil-
dren that attend Tiny Timbers by name and a little bit about them. 

Brody Gohn 
1. What are you really good at? cooking & 

running super fast 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 

family? Playing 
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? Con-

struction outfit 
4. What makes you happy when you are sad? 

My blankie 
5. What is your favorite food? macaroni 
6. What is love? When you feel good about 

people 
7. How much does a car cost? Start the engine 

and drive - it costs money 
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat? 

Broccoli 
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside? 

Play with trucks & construction toys 
10. One food you really don’t like? pickles 
 

Aaron Koser 
1. What is your favorite place in the world? 

Any park with a playground 
2. What is your favorite color? Brown 
3. What is your favorite part of the day at 

preschool? Outside play 
4. What is love? Love you & I don’t know 
5. Name our favorite toy...Hot Wheels 
6. How tall are you? 3 inches 
7. If you had to give away all your toys who 

would you give them to? Paw-Paw be-
cause he lets me play with them 

8. What do you like best about your siblings? 
Tackling them 

9. If you had a million dollars what would you 
do with it? go buy things like candy 

10. What is your favorite animal and why? 
none  

 

Adalynne Krall 
1. What are you really good at? coloring pic-

tures 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 

family? Decorate the Christmas tree 
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? Princess 

dress 
4. What makes you happy when you are sad? 

Hugs & kisses 
5. What is your favorite food? mac N cheese 
6. What is love? Cuddles 
7. How much does a car cost? $3 
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat? 

Carrots 
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside? 

Play on the playground 
10. One food you really don’t like? Broccoli  
 

Israel Penya 
1. What is your favorite place in the world? I 

haven’t been to all the places so I can’t decide 
2. What is your favorite color? Green, red &  blue 
3. What is your favorite part of the day at Tiny 

Timbers? When we get on the  bikes. 
4. What is love? When somebody loves you 
5. Name your favorite toy. I don’t know because I 

haven’t seen all the toys yet 
6. How tall are you? I’m taller than your belly 

button 
7. If you had to give away all your toys, who 

would you give them to? Brice, Cuz he’s my 
best friend at preschool 

8. What do you like best about your siblings? My 
sisters let me in their room & I like that my 
brother has cool stuff 

9. If you had a million dollars what would you do 
with it? Keep it & save it 

10. What is your favorite animal & why? Cheetah, 
because it can go away fast from predators 



Page 7 

 

Page 7  

Happy New Year!! As we begin this new year, we look forward to new be-
ginnings. We welcome our new MWF teacher, Ms. Carrie Anne. The chil-
dren and parents had an opportunity over the Christmas break to meet 
her, and we pray the adjustment will go well for all of the students.  
 
It is a joy to spend time with your children and watch them learn and 

grow. The many interactions that take place every day at preschool help your children to develop not 
only their educational skills but their interpersonal ones as well. Many close friendships develop, and it 
is always interesting to see the different personalities emerge. Each child is unique and beautifully de-
signed by our Creator with special gifts and talents. God bless each of you parents as you continue to 
raise your children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord!! 

In His service, 
Miss Teresa 

Karev Klinger 
1. What do you want to be when you grow up? 

Cop 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 

family? Eat lunch 
3. What is something you are thankful for? Eve-

rything 
4. What is your favorite game ? Tic Tac Toe 
5. What is the best thing you did this summer? 

crossing the bridge at the beach 
6. What is your favorite book? Santa Clause 
7. If you could pick one animal as your pet what 

would it be & why? Cheetah because they are 
so fast 

8. Who is your best friend? Grayden 
9. What is the best thing about being 4 years 

old? A birthday party 
10.  What makes you happy? Gong to Chocolate 

World 

Parker Nell 
1. What do you want to be when you grow up? 

Police Officer, school bus driver, fire fighter 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 

family? Play with them 
3. What is something you are thankful for? 

Milk, mommy & daddy 
4. What is the best thing you did this summer? 

played in the park 
5. What is your favorite book? Paw Patrol book 
6. If you could pick one animal as your pet what 

would it be & why? Lion because I like lions 
7. Who is your best friend? Joy 
8. What is the best thing about being 3 years 

old? Going to be 4 
9. What makes you happy? Hugs & kisses 

Thank You! 
Tiny Timbers is well stocked 
for the 17/18 school year 
thanks to the many dona-
tions received from WGT 
folks! Thank you so much 
for your generosity & love 
for Tiny Timbers! 

WINTER WEATHER RELATED SERVICE                     
DELAYS/CANCELLATIONS 

Tune in to the following  to check for any service 
delays/cancellations: 

Online: www.wgal.com - “Stormwatch”, 
www.westgreentree.org (front page, scroll down), 

Television: WHP - Channel 21,                               
WPMT - Channel 43, 

CW - Channel 15, Radio: FM 90.3 WJTL  
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WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Our Purpose Statement 
“We intentionally develop friends of                        
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love                                 

through words and deeds.” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 

Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 

Sunday School 9:15 am 
 

 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
 

Wednesday Service Times: 
 

Jr. High Clubs  @ 7:00 pm 
 

Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm 
 


