
Pastor Mick’s Musings 

What is your sphere of influence? 
 

“There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over                           
one sinner who repents.”      Luke 15:10 

 
I love our Saturday Morning Men’s Bible Study.  It lasts only for about 8-12 
weeks but it is so insightful and gratifying to hear our thoughts and prayers 
on an early Saturday morning.  Just last week, we were discussing                          
John Chapter 3 when we started to talk about how we can reach people 
and how hard it is to try to change things.  What can one person do?                      
You can find yourself defeated as you contemplate the world’s present 
state of affairs. Thanks to Dave Hawthorne and Phil Hollinger, we started 
to look at our own “Sphere of Influence.”  We realized that, individually,         
we can’t change the world.  But we have people around us that we can 
influence.  When we reflect the love of Jesus to those around us, we can 
possibly bring someone into His loving arms.  
 
This old illustration still rings fresh and true to me. This story, I believe, 
was first told by Loren Eisley. 
 

One day a man was walking along the beach when he noticed 
a boy picking something up and gently throwing it into the 

ocean. Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are you doing?” 
The youth replied, “Throwing starfish back into the ocean. The 
surf is up and the tide is going out. If I don’t throw them back, 
they’ll die.” “Son,” the man said, “don’t you realize there are 

miles and miles of beach and hundreds of starfish?                                
You can’t make a difference!” 

After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another 
starfish, and threw it back into the surf. Then, smiling at the 

man, he said… “I made a difference for that one.” 
  

In Luke 15:6-10 Jesus tells a parable about a woman who lost a coin in 
her home: 
 

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. 
Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search                                  

carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she                      
calls her friends and neighbors together and says,                               

‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the                      
same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence                                

of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

There seems to be a lot of commotion in Heaven for one person who is 
saved. Is there one “starfish” around you that you can throw back in the 
ocean.  Is there a “coin” around you that you can lead to repentance?  We 
may not be able to change the world and maybe Jesus is not asking us to. 
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Our Vision Statement: 

“To Know, Love, &                  

Follow Jesus by                        

serving All” 

 WWW Bible Study                

Mondays at 7 pm 
 Youth Wednesdays at 

6:30 pm 
 Men’s Bible Study                    

Thursdays at 7 pm 

 3 M Saturdays at 7 am 
 Commission Mtg. 7 pm 

2/9 

 Board Mtg. 8 pm 2/9 
 Prayer Shawl Gathering 

2/12 
 Tiny Timbers Open 

House 6 pm 2/25 
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WGT Youth 
January seems to be a time for starting fresh, so we began 2 lesson series.  On Sunday mornings, It’s Personal is a          
series taking a look at five specific questions we can ask to make the relationships in our lives more real and more 
personal. How do we know it can happen? Because we’re taking a tip from the way Jesus did it to give us an idea of 
just how to make everything—including our relationship with Him—a little more personal.  Wednesday’s series is          
entitled Vibes.  We are taking a deep dive into some of the feelings we all feel and the way they inspire our actions in 
an effort to figure out what we can do to better control our vibes instead of letting our vibes control them. 
 
We are continuing to have relatively good engagement with our regular youth, similar attendance patterns as church 
is seeing worldwide, regular attendees are those that we see more than once per month.  We’ve had a few youths 
bring guests in the past month, which is always encouraging.  It brings me joy that they feel comfortable to bring 
guests to a space where we are certainly talking about Jesus, hopefully in a way that is relatable and understand to 
be in love. 
 
We have begun contemplating Youth Sunday.  We definitely have some interest from our youth, but we are still in 
our preliminary planning.  But the exciting part was when one of the youth text Amanda and I to say they:  
 

“We were talking about Youth Sunday and we came up with an idea that we just wanted to tell you about.                           
We found two verses that could possibly go well together, the verse in John telling us to love one another                                  

and the verse in Romans telling us how to love. We got that idea because we were talking about relationships                    
and how much COVID has changed them with not being able to see people, not being in school, etc. 

John 13:34, Romans 12:9-16, they were both in the NLT translation” 
 

The relationship between these 2 individuals from different schools, different zip codes, getting together and the 
conversation turned to Jesus… ministry  highlight of 2021! 
 
Let us be in prayer that this serves as encouragement for each of us to allow Jesus to be the center of our lives.  To 
live full of His love and lived out in love for others. For Him be the glory forever and ever. 
 

John 13:34 
 So now I am giving you a new commandment: 
Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you 

should love each other.  
 

Romans 12:9-16 
9 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love 

them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is 
good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection,[a] 
and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never 

be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusi-
astically.[b] 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be pa-

tient in trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When 
God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. 

Always be eager to practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse 

them; pray that God will bless them. 15 Be happy 
with those who are happy, and weep with those 
who weep. 16 Live in harmony with each other. 

Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordi-
nary people. And don’t think you know it all! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12%3A9-16&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28217a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12%3A9-16&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28218b
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Lawn Care Needed 
WGT is in need of someone (or a team of 
someones) to take over the care of the 
church grounds. This includes mowing, 
trimming, and leaf collection for the 
grounds surrounding the church building 
and the field behind the pavilion, for the 
entire year. This does not include care of the cemetery grounds. If 
you, or someone you know, is interested in the ministry of                  
keeping the outside of the church looking beautiful, please send 
your proposals to Jerry Huber, Steward Chair, at                                          
jerry.huber@midstateme.com.  

Pastor Mick’s Musings 
Continued from Cover 

 
That is His job.  Our job is to be His hands and feet in the world, to love those around us as He loves us, and 
then invite them to know the One who loves them.  So my friends, you and I CAN make a difference.  And if 
enough of us can be like Jesus, well, maybe then we can change the world. 
 
So I would like to add an addendum onto the starfish illustration: 

 
“As the man shook his head in the futility of it all, the boy whistled and over the dunes came a 
thousand children who began to throw the starfish back into the ocean.” 
 

So who is in your sphere of influence?  You can make a difference.  Who knows, you may lead someone 
who is lost to be found!  You may be the cause of great rejoicing in Heaven!   
 

All for God’s glory, 
Pastor Mick 

Community Cupboard of E-town 
Below is a list of items the food bank is cur-
rently in need of. Thank you for your generous 
donations to those in need.                                        
*canned pears/pineapples                                                 
*diced tomatoes                                                                 
*pasta sauce                                                                   
*baked beans                                                                           
*Relish                                                                                   
*salad dressings                                                                 
*apple juice and orange juice (shelf stable)                
*kid's juice boxes                                                            
*Coffee                                                                         
*laundry soap pods                                                        
*cooking oil                                                                   
*brown sugar                                                                      
*Sugar                                                                                    
*Ziploc bags (all sizes)                                                    
*trash bags (all sizes)                                                        
*disinfectant wipes/Lysol 

WINTER WEATHER RELATED 

SERVICE DELAYS/

CANCELLATIONS                                   

Online: www.wgal.com - 
“Stormwatch” 

www.westgreentree.org                                                                 
Television: WHP/Channel 21, 

WPMT/Channel 43,                          
CW/Channel 15                

Radio: FM 90.3 WJTL  

New Sermon Series beginning                              
     February 21st... 

mailto:jerry.huber@midstateme.com
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February Servants 

 February 7 February 14 February 21 February 28 

 “Prophecy Fulfilled” 
Luke 4:16-22 

Pastor Mick Allen 

“The Truth!” 
John 18:33-38 

Pastor Mick Allen 

“Love Never Fails” 
1 Corinthians 13 
Pastor Mick Allen 

“Love Your Enemies” 

Luke 6:32/36 
Pastor Mick Allen 

     

Greeters ERT Team ERT Team ERT Team ERT Team 

Worship Leader Dennis Saylor Nila Gross Donna Weaver Dick Dickason 

AV/Sound Room B: Brecken M.  
PC: Allison H. 

B: Jerry H. 
PC: Linda T. 

B: Dewey M. 
PC: Luke H. 

 

B: Greg S. 
PC: Liane S. 

Nursery/Toddler     

9 am Welcome                  
Center 

    

     

Greeters ERT Team ERT Team ERT Team ERT Team 

AV/Sound Room B: Jerry H. 
PC: Luke H. 
C: Clint A. 

B: Shane S. 
PC: Greg S. 

C: JJ H. 

B: Jerry H./Dave C. 
PC: Greg S. 

C: JJ H. 

B: Dewey M. 
PC: Jerry H. 

C: Liane S./JJ H. 

Nursery/Toddler     

Pianist/Organist Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt Leslie Allen 

Special Music/Offertory Marcia & Aiden Haw-

thorne 
Glenn Weaver Mixed Group/Ryan Arndt Allison Huber 

Worship  Leader Mary Jane McClena-

ghan  
Charles Groff  Donna Weaver Dick Dickason 

Ushers Jason, Holly, & Claire 
Leonard, SandraLee 

Dickason, Brenda Axe 

Walt Schwanger, Stepha-
ine Runkle, Duane Bender, 

Mel Geib, Henry Harry 

Jim Kolp, Evan Su-
charski, Jay Forry, Bren-

da Axe, Bill Tripp 

Gene Walmer, SandraLee 
Dickason, Jason, Holly & 

Claire Leonard 

10:30 am  Servants 

8 am Servants 

 1/3 1/10 1/17 

Total Worship 79 82 112 

Sunday School 59 56 61 

General $3,136.05 $3,704.90 $5,127.50 

Sermon Series: The Great Reset! Sermon Series: The Way of Love 
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Anniversaries 

2/16 - Donald & Billie Jo Snyder 

2/19 - Scott & Heather Leleux 

2/25 - Mel & Brenda Geib 

2/26 - Greg & Cindy Seitz 
 

Birthdays 

2/2 - Nel Bender 

        Sarah Clugston 

2/4 - Jim Spickler 

2/5 - Darlene Breneman 

2/9 - Brad Drawbaugh 

2/11 - Janessa Daniels 

2/14 - Donna Hollinger 

          Paula Brandt 

2/15 - Barrett Youtz 

          Esther Yeagley 

          Lyla Smith 

2/17 - Nash Grove 

2/19 - Clint Arndt 

          Michelle Myers 

2/20 - Jean Landvater 

         Gale Forry 

2/22 - Alexis Miller 

2/23 - Krista Dickson 

2/24 - Jessica Tripp 

2/25 - Doug Breneman 

2/28 - Carey Brandt 

 Jonathan Coble 

Hymn Sing 
On Monday, December 
21st, Dave Weiss was fea-
tured on Hymn Sing. Dave 
has a unique talent in that 
he can transform a piece of 
blank canvas into a piece of 
art in just minutes. He is 
known as a "speed painter" 
and uses his unique abilities 
to share the gospel in a vari-
ety of settings such as local 
nursing homes, churches, 
and non-
profit organizations. During 
the Hymn Sing, Dave paint-
ed two paintings; the first of 
which was of the little drum-
mer. Dave shared about the 
fact that the drummer boy 
was not a real character in 
the Christmas story, howev-
er the meaning behind the 
drummer boy is to encour-
age each and every one of 
us to use the gifts that God 
has given to us. The                                 
second painting was of the 
three wisemen. After the 
faces of the wisemen appeared on the canvas, Dave shared some 
thoughts on the gifts that the wisemen brought for Jesus. Dave's 
unique preaching style coupled with his paintings brought special mean-
ing to the Christmas season this year. The entire time that Dave was 
painting, we sang all kinds of Christmas songs helping us to fix our hearts 
and minds on the birth of Jesus. If you did not have a chance to watch 
this beautiful evening of art, music and worship, please go to the West 
Green Tree Worship YouTube and search for the December 21, 2020 
Hymn Sing. Thank you for your continued interest and support of the 
Hymn Sing ministry.  

For Christ and the Church,  
Ryan Arndt 

After-Service Prayer 
If you are in need of prayer please let 
us know! You may contact Sylvia                   
Weaver, WGT’s Prayer Coordinator, via 
email at: 212sweave@gmail.com or by 
phone: 717-653-1626. You may contact 
the church office during the week & we 
will be happy to relay a prayer request 
message to Pastor Mick and Sylvia. You 
may also contact Pastor Mick, a deacon 
or one of our ushers following one of 
our Sunday morning worship services, 
and they will be happy to pray for your 
needs & trust & believe in our Mighty 
God to answer those prayer concerns 
in a sovereign way.   
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
WWW                                
7 pm                        

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

 

2 
 

3 
Youth                    

6:30 pm 
 

4 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                
7 pm 

5 
 

6 
3M 7 am 

                           7  
8 am Worship 

Masks Required 
Sunday School 

9:15 am                       
10:30 am Worship 

Masks Optional                                         
  
  

 

8 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

9 
Commis-

sions 7 pm 
Board 8 pm 

10 
Youth                    

6:30 pm 
 

11 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                   
7 pm 

12 
Prayer Shawl 

Gathering 
9:30 am 

13 
 3M 7 am 

 Valentine’s Day  14  
8 am Worship 

Masks Required 
Sunday School 

9:15 am                       
10:30 am Worship 

Masks Optional                                         
  

15 
 
 

WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE   

 
Tiny Timbers  

Closed 

16 
 

17 
Youth                    

6:30 pm 
  
  

18 
 Men’s                 

Bible Study                                   
7 pm 

 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 

                  20 
3M 7 am 

  

                          21  
8 am Worship 

Masks Required 
Sunday School 

9:15 am                       
10:30 am Worship 

Masks Optional                                         
  

22 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

23 
 

24 
Youth                    

6:30 pm 

25 
TT Open 
House                      
6 pm 

Men’s Bible 
Study                                   
7 pm 

26 
TT Open 
House                 

Snow Date 

27 
3M 7 am 

28 
8 am Worship 

Masks Required 
Sunday School 

9:15 am                       
10:30 am Worship 

Masks Optional                                                                     
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January is here and the Tuesday/Thursday 3’s are off and 
running happy to be back from the Christmas break.  Our 
themes for January are seasons and transportation.  So far 
we have made bird feeders and hung them on the tree in 
the playground for our feathered friends (I’m sure they will 
share with the squirrels) cut and colored a weather indica-
tor, colored mittens and made a snowman mask.  We are 
starting to learn letters and the sound the letter makes, numbers 
and shapes.  Miss Natalie is working one on one with each child 
teaching them to write the first letter in their name.  Our Bible verse 
for the month is “I will never leave you” Hebrews 13:5. 
 
In February we will celebrate Ground Hog Day and Valentines Day.  

We will also continue learning our letters and the sound they 
make, numbers, shapes and Miss Natalie will continue working on 
their names.  It’s always a fun and busy day on 
Tuesday’s and Thursday’s at Tiny Timbers. 
      
                     Miss Kim                                  
          Tuesday/Thursday 3’s  
            Teachers aide  

Dollar a Day Program 
WGT church family, thank you so much 
for your faithfulness to this program. 
2020 was a challenging year in many 
ways but you guys did great in                   
standing up and honoring your                       
pledges. The program is wrapping up 
so we should all be turning in our                  
last payments either in January or            
February. Our donations to GTi Hope 
make a great impact because they are 
really faithful stewards and they use 
the money where it’s most needed. 
Thank you again for your efforts and 
faithfulness. 

Jim Shumate 

TINY TIMBERS CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL  

REGISTRATION 
         It is that time of year again, where we are accepting                     

registrations for next 2021/2022 preschool year at Tiny Timbers.                  

It is hard to believe we are half way through this school year 

and looking ahead to next year. 

     From Monday, February 8, 2021 until Friday February 12, 2021 

we will be accepting registration for current students and                           

siblings at Tiny Timbers. From Monday, February 15, 2021 until 

Friday, February 19, 2021 we will be accepting registration for 
WGT church members and previous Tiny Timbers families. 

 On Thursday, February 25, 2021 there will be an Open 

House and Registration for new students and families from                         

6 to 7:30 PM. 

    If you know of someone looking for a Christian Preschool for 

their child, please tell them about Tiny Timbers!! We would love 

to have them join us!! 

   If you or someone you know is interested or if you have any 

questions, please contact Cindy Seitz at 717-940-1447 or 

marmesgzz@gmail.com . 



740 Greentree Road 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

WEST GREEN TREE 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

 Sunday Service Times: 

 8 am Masks Required 

 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Masks Optional 

 10:30 am Live Stream via YouTube 

 “West Green Tree Worship” 

Weekday Activities: 

 Monday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 Wednesday: Youth @ 6:30 pm 

 Thursday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 Saturday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 am 
 

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

Phone: 717-653-5367 

Fax: 717-653-5056 

www.westgreentree.org 


