
Pastor Mick’s Musings 

WGT Calendar 2 

Anniversaries & Birthdays 3 

Youth News 4 

Scripture, Servants, & Stats 5 

Tiny Timbers Tidbits 7 

Witness News 8 

Barn Party Pics 9 

Inside this issue: 

December 2017 

True Christian Christmas  

Christmas isn't showy gifts or                  
glittering decoration; 

It's honoring our Savior,                         
Jesus Christ in humble                        

adoration. 
It's serving those less fortunate, 

meeting their needs                                 
before our own. 

It's making sure at Christmas time, 
that no one is alone. 

 
It's taking what we would                    
have spent, on things that                          

no one needs. 
And using it to help someone, with 

service and good deeds. 
Our Savior showed us how to live, 

with charity, faith                           
and service. 

It makes the holidays a joy, more 
peaceful, and                                            
less nervous. 

 
So let's remember Christmas is 

about our Savior's birth. 
That's the way to happiness. 
The way to peace on earth.  

Joanna Fuchs 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, And on 
earth peace, goodwill toward men!”                       Luke 2:13-14 NKJV 
 
Peace on earth? Really?   
 It is very hard to see.  The Webster’s Dictionary defines the word 
“peace” as follows: 1) freedom from disturbance; quiet and tranquility 
and 2) freedom from or the cessation of war or violence. 
 Well, it doesn’t look like there is a lot of peace in the world today.  
The world seems to be in global turmoil, with wars and rumors of war.  
Nationally, we have had tragedies from foreign and domestic terror as 
well as political instability.  On a personal level, many are feeling the 
pinch financially and many have had unrest in their families. Can we truly 
say we are free from disturbance and live a quiet and tranquil existence? 
Peace on earth? Really? 
 Here is a secret that should not be a secret.  We can have peace - a 
resounding, wonderful, joyful peace!  It cannot be defined by a diction-
ary, or found in the world.  Peace can only be found in a person - and that 
person is Jesus Christ! 
 Many will read that and say, “Oh boy, here we go! Another pastor 
preaching about the peace of Jesus.  How many times have we heard that 
one?”  If you are the one who says something like that, then you have not 
heard it enough!  Jesus, the Son of God, our Savior, can bring a peace that 
surpasses all understanding.  This peace, this Jesus peace, is different                  
because it works in the midst of strife and unrest. The peace of Jesus has 
very little to with earthly strife but focuses on the spiritual.  Without Je-
sus, we life in  a spiritual vacuum.  There is a spiritual hole in us that 
needs to be filled. The world can not fill it.  Only God can fill it.  And our 
Father in heaven does this with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit through 
the work of Jesus Christ. 
 In John 14:26-27 Jesus says this as His disciples were upset about 
Jesus leaving them to go to the Father, “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
 I  have found this peace through Jesus.  I have, often times, tried to 
rely on my own devices and take the peace the world gives but without 
respite.  Only when I come to Jesus through the Holy Spirit can I live in 
peace in the midst of worldly turmoil. 
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Anniversaries 
12/7 - Todd & Tammy Sieber 
12/14 - Jerry & Allison Huber 
12/19 - Jim & Linda Spickler 
12/29 - Dick & Sandra Dickason 
 

Birthdays 
12/1 - Tanner Hawthorne 
 Heather Leleux 
12/4 - Linda Brosey 
12/5 - Lexi Youtz 
12/6 - John Hershey 
12/7 - Owen Zimmerman 
12/8 - Linda Spickler 
12/9 - June Sauder 
12/10 - David Arndt 
12/11 - Dan Grose 
 Hailey Tippet 
12/12 - Brenda Drawbaugh 
 Cody Schwanger 
12/14 - Jayce Leleux 
12/15 - Lisa Cannon 
12/16 - Ruthie Hollinger 
 Cindy Seitz 
 Holt Mease 
12/19 - Ellen Bowers 
 Henry Harry 
12/21 - Aubrey Dickson 
12/24 - Bill Tripp 
12/25 - Jean Hollinger 
12/28 - McKena Smith 
 Todd Shelly 
12/29 - Dan Dickson 
 Nichole Hawthorne 
 Carlyle Hinshaw 
 Bryan Strickler 
12/30 - Erma Fazenbaker 
 Mike Hawthorne 
 

 But the Scripture says, “On earth peace, good-
will toward men!”  Is that true?  Well, Let’s look at a 
few translations:  
 The NIV translates Luke 2:14 like this: “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.” 
 The NRSV: “Glory to God in the highest heav-
en,  and on earth peace among those whom he fa-
vors!” 
 THE NLT: “Glory to God in highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 
The ESV: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 It seems to me that God gives peace to those 
whom His favor rests.  That is undeserved favor - 
GRACE - that we find in Jesus Christ.  So peace on earth 
can be found through the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 
This is the peace we can give to the world.   
 I believe with all my heart that peace here on 
earth can only be found through Jesus Christ. Jesus 
reconciled us to the Father and filled us with the Holy 
Spirit.  He never said that He would stop the earthly 
turmoil.  But He did say He would be with us, even to 
the end of this age.  
 In John 16, Jesus tells the disciples that He is 
leaving them to go to the Father. He tells them that 
they will grieve and weep as the sinful world rejoices in 
His departure.  But Jesus then tells them that they will 
rejoice and be filled with joy when they see Him again.  
No one will take away that joy. 
 He tells them: “I have told you these things, so 
that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” John 16:33 
 I have Jesus in my heart and no one can take 
that joy away.  The world can be falling apart but I 
know that Jesus is preparing a place for me and that 
He will be with me in this crazy, troubled world, every 
step of the way.  
 Peace on earth?  You betcha! 

Glory to God in the highest, Pastor Mick 
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Upcoming Holiday Happenings: 
12/3 - Angel Tree Gifts Due 
12/9 - E-town Holiday Parade at 4 pm 
12/10 - Cody Schwanger Preaches 
12/17 - Shawn O’Brien Preaches 
12/24 - Sunday School at 9:15 am followed by a 
Combined Service at 10:30 am 
12/24 - Christmas Eve Service 6 pm 
12/25 - Community Meal 1 pm - 3 pm 
12/26 - Office Closed 
12/31 - Any offerings/givings you wish to receive 
tax credit for in 2017 must be postmarked by 
December 31st. Anything postmarked after this 
date will be credited to your 2018 givings. 
 

Youth News 
As the year comes to the close, the youth are ready to finish strong. 
• December 9 – Elizabethtown Christmas Parade w/Witness Commission 
• December 20 – Christmas Party 
• December 27 – Service Day at BHA 
 We recently finished series focused on friendships and families.  We will finish the year with a 
series entitled “Who Needs Christmas.” 
 It has been a great year, filled with wonderful memories. 
 We are grateful for the congregation’s continual support.  We are especially grateful for                                  
everyone that supported our recent 5th Sunday Breakfast Fundraiser.  
 We continue to focus our efforts on growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

   Merry Christmas to all, Shawn O’Brien 

WINTER WEATHER RELATED SERVICE                     
DELAYS/CANCELLATIONS 

Tune in to the following  to check for any 
service delays/cancellations: 

Online: www.wgal.com - “Stormwatch”, 
www.westgreentree.org (front page, scroll 

down), Television: WHP - Channel 21,                               
WPMT - Channel 43, 

CW - Channel 15, Radio: FM 90.3 WJTL  
 



Page 5  

December Servants 

 December 3 December 10 December 17 December 24 December 31 

Scripture &               
Sermon 

Matthew 1;18-25 
God With Us 
Pastor Mick 

Matthew 2:1-12 
Worship the New      

Born King 
Cody Schwanger 

Matthew 2:13-18 
My Deliverer is 

Coming 
Shawn O’Brien 

Luke 1:20 
Peace on Earth 

Pastor Mick 

Matthew 2:19-23 
Jesus the Nazarene 

Pastor Mick 

Pianist/Organist Ryan Arndt Leslie Allen Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt Brenda Geib 

Special Music Choir Dawn Dupler Kayley Kershner Choir Mixed Group 

Chorister Regena Tripp Regena Tripp June Kolp Glenn Weaver June Kolp 

Greeters 8 am Tami Garber Charles Groff Daryl & Angie               
Harnish 

Combined Ed Horst 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Jason & Holly                     
Leonard 

Duane Bender & Jim 
Spickler 

Laurie Hollinger & 
Luetta Hess 

Barry & Sheila Miller Steve & Nel Bender 

Welcome Center                                  
8 am 

Phil & Donna Hol-
linger 

Julie Ramsey Mary Jane McCle-
naghan 

Combined 
 

Steve & Mindy Smith 

Welcome Center   
10:30 am 

Jason & Holly Leon-
ard 

Jim Spickler Cindy Collins Linda Tripp Ralph Daniels 

Advent 8 am Dan & Nila Grose Marlin & Lisa Kershner Carey & Paula Combined  

Advent 10:30 am Todd & Lisa Shelly Barry & Sheila Miller Evan & Liane Su- Dave & Ruthie Hol-  

Worship  Leader Allison Huber Zane Seitz Linda Tripp Scott Farmer Ralph Daniels 

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS 
Class 

Sojourners SS Class  

Deacons/
Anointing 

Dennis & Ann Saylor June Kolp Jeff & Dori 
Schwanger 

Marlin & Rose Hib-
shman 

Matt & Heather 
Haverkamp 

Sound Room 8 am Zane Seitz & Nick Jerry Huber & Justin Jerry Huber & JJ Combined Jerry Huber & Justin 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Jeff Schwanger & 
Jason Leonard 

Duane Martin & Shane 
Schwanger 

Jeff Schwanger & 
Greg Seitz 

Jerry Huber & Nick 
Sieber 

Greg Seitz & Duane 
Martin 

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

The Farmer Family The Cannon Family Linda Spickler & 
Hailey Tippett 

Combined  

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Cindy Collins & The 
Haverkamp Family 

Cindy Seitz & Polly 
Shumate 

   

 October & November Stats 
 October 22 October 29   November 5 November 12 November 19 

Total Worship 170 146 208 180 192 

Sunday School 102 NONE 117 120 122 

General $6,765.00 $5,482.00 $6,458 $4,940.00 $2,887.00 

Building $65.00  $520.00   

Deacon $35.00  $115.00  $232.00 

Seminary  $200.00 $5.00  $10 
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 Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight 
Each month, Tiny Timbers will feature several students in the “Student Spotlight” 
section of the Evergreen News. This will give you a chance to get to know the chil-
dren that attend Tiny Timbers by name and a little bit about them. 

Colette Bair 
1. What do you want to be when you grow 

up? a mommy 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 

family? Go to special places 
3. What is something  you are thankful for? 

That I have a cozy bed 
4. What is your favorite game? Candyland 
5. What is the best thing you did his summer? 

Going to the pool with my friend, Oliver 
6. What is your favorite book? The Big Black 

Bug so I can read it to mommy 
7. If you could pick one animal as your pet 

what would it be & why? Kitty cat because 
they don’t chase, lick or bark 

8. Who is your best friend? Naomi & Avery 
9. What is the best thing about being 4 years 

old? I can do jobs to help mommy 
10. What makes you happy? That I have a 

mommy & daddy that plays with me 

Harper Hess 
1.  What do you want to be when you grow 

up? gymnast 
2.  What is your favorite thing to do with 

family? Family movie night 
3. What is something you are thankful for? 

My family 
4. What is your favorite game? Hide & seek 
5. What is the best thing you did this sum-

mer? Went to the beach 
6. What is your favorite book? Pinkalicious 
7. If you could pick one animal as a pet what 

would it be & why? Panda because the eat 
bamboo 

8. Who is your best friend? Reagan 
9. What is the best thing about being 5 years 

old? Playing on your bike 
10. What makes you happy? Playing with my 

friends 

Brady Buller 
1. What is your most favorite place in the 

world? HersheyPark 
2. What is  your favorite color? Red 
3. What is your favorite part of the day at Tiny 

Timbers? Playtime 
4. What is love? When you love somebody like 

mommy & daddy 
5. Name your favorite toy? Crane 
6. How tall are you? 3’8” 
7. If you had to give away all your toys who 

would you give them to? Tyler, best friend 
8. What do you like best about your siblings? 

Playing with him 
9. If you had a million dollars what would you 

do with it? buy lots of toys 
10. What is your favorite animal & why? Dog be-

cause I like to play fetch with them 

Ella Isman 
1. What are you really good at? drawing 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your 

family? Play puzzles 
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? My all 

different-colored striped one 
4. What makes  you happy when you are sad? 

Blankie 
5. What is your favorite food? macaroni, pizza & 

sweet potatoes 
6. What is love? When you hug each other 
7. How much does a car cost? $5 
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat? 

Sweet potatoes 
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside? Run 
10. One food you really don’t like? Crab claws 
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 It’s been ten weeks that we are in school ! We are enjoying out time with these 
children. They are so much fun & each day comes with a new adventure.  
 In October, we did our combined field trip to Charles’ Pumpkin Farm & Masonic 
Village Apple Orchard. Each stop gave the children & Mom & Dad some educational in-
formation of how pumpkins & apples are produced. 
 Our children are learning the daily routine. They know that when it’s time for 
snack as the story is read they are to remain quiet, I commend them on how well they 

are listening. The children amaze me as they offer to pray on their own. These prayers are from the heart and it touches me 
to listen to what they pray. 
 At the start of each day, children are given a number card as they get out of the car. They take such pride in recog-
nizing the numbers. Miss Andrea starts her line up each morning with this numerical instruction. Each child responds quick-
ly to standing up when their number is called & forming a line to go to their cubbies & hang up coats and bags. 
 I can hardly believe it’s almost Christmas. Our Tiny Timbers children are starting to memorize parts to be present-
ed to parents for our annual Christmas program. Miss Andrea has some great songs for these children & they are delighted 
to sing along with her. 
 The first Wednesday of each month, Mr. Hoobley Doobley (Pastor Mick) tells a Bible Story to the children. Another 
fun time for our children as his stories give each child something special to smile about. 
 This past week we made turkeys out of brown paper bags. Miss Andrea supplied us with feathers, beaks, & funny 
eyes to glue on. We wrote on each bag what the child was thankful for. As you enter or exit the Sunday School/Tiny Tim-
bers wing of the church, take note of the many things on display throughout the year. 
 As we enter this Christmas season, we are blessed to have so many caring families. Operation Christmas child 
wouldn't be possible if it weren’t for the many people giving of their time to assemble these boxes. Thank you all very much 
for your contributions.  
“Oh give thanks unto the Lord for He is good. His love endures forever.” Psalm 107:1 
Wishing you all a very blessed Christmas Season. 

 Miss Cindy C., 
 MWF AM Assistant 

Naomi Kurtz 
1. What is your most favorite place in the world? 

HersheyPark 
2. What is your favorite color? Rainbow 
3. What is your favorite part of the day at Tiny 

Timbers? Snack time 
4. What is love? When you have friendship 
5. Name your favorite toy. Coloring 
6. How tall are you ? Tall enough to ride the Su-

per Dooper Looper & Scrambler at Her-
sheyPark 

7. If you had to give away all your toys who 
would you give them to? My cousin Gianna 

8. What do you like best about your siblings? 
They are mine 

9. If you had a million dollars what would you do 
with it? give it away to Gianna my cousin 

10. What is your favorite animal & why? Peacock 
because of it’s beautiful colors 

Jaxxon Bixler 
1. What are you really good at? Doing tricks on 

my trampoline 
2. What is your favorite thing to do with family? 

Go to Chuckie Cheese 
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? Spider-

man shirt & red shorts & pants 
4. What makes you happy when you are sad? If 

someone gives me a hug & kiss 
5. What is your favorite food? oranges, bana-

nas, apples 
6. What is love? Valentines 
7. How much does a car cost? $89,000 
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat? 

Broccoli & cauliflower 
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside? 

Bounce on the trampoline 
10. One food you really don’t like? spinach 
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   Witness News  

 Barn Party 2017 was a huge success! Thanks to Glenn and Sharon Longenecker for 
hosting on their Farm and for all their help in making it a great time for our church family, and 
a lot of visitors too. Thank you to everyone who helped and also those that came out and had 
a good time with us. 
 Luke 19 has been an amazing project for our church too. I’m really proud of how hard                               
everybody has been working and supporting each other’s projects to raise money to share the 
Gospel in India, and hopefully enough to plant a church. At the time of this newsletter we 
don’t have our totals yet but we seem to be doing really well! Whatever the total, everything 
raised is still going to further the kingdom. 
 Our congregation filled 102 shoeboxes for Samaritan’s purse. Great job! And thanks                     
Tracy Drescher for heading that up once again. 
 Angel tree is happening again this year. You can take a name tag and purchase a gift for 
a child whose parent is in prison. You’ll be providing a way for that parent to give his child a 
Christmas present. Any questions or to help, see Tracy Drescher. Gifts purchased can be 
wrapped and placed under the Christmas tree in the narthex. 
 Our Christmas tree in the narthex will also be used as a Giving Tree. This is a project to 
benefit Hope Within Ministries and their clients. They provide free medical care and counseling 
to people in our community. Hope Within will provide Christmas ornaments for our tree. We 
can take an ornament off the tree and it will have on it either a supply item needed by Hope 
Within or a personal item needed for their clients. Your items purchased can be placed under 
the Christmas tree and we’ll deliver them at the end of December.  
 Thank you for helping with these projects. We can make a difference in the lives of                 
others.  

Jim Shumate,  

Witness chairman 
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www.westgreentree.org 
 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Our Purpose Statement 
“We intentionally develop friends of                        
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love                                 

through words and deeds.” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 

Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 

Sunday School 9:15 am 
 

 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
 

Wednesday Service Times: 
 

Jr. High Clubs  @ 7:00 pm 
 

Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm 
 


