
Pastor Mick’s Musings…  
Advent season is the time that we anticipate & celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior – the most pivotal & important day in history. It was on that 
night Jesus was born and would save us from eternal separation from God. 
Some of my friends would ask me, “Was it REALLY necessary for Jesus to 
come? Couldn’t he just tell us from on high?” A good question, and one that 
can be answered in a story.  Quite a few years ago, I was in my car about a 
week before Christmas and heard “The Parable for the Birds” by Louis Cassel 
being read by Paul Harvey.  It was wonderful to hear the reason of Christ’s 
coming in such a beautiful and clear way. Cassel wrote the story in 1959 but 
it’s still powerful and pertinent today. I would like to share it with you. 

The Parable of the Birds by Louis Cassels 
 Now the man to whom I’m going to introduce to you was not a 
scrooge; he was a kind, decent, mostly good man. He was generous to his 
family and upright in his dealings with other men. But he just didn’t believe 
all that stuff about God becoming a man, which the churches proclaim at 
Christmas time. It just didn’t make sense, and he was too honest to pretend 
otherwise. 
 “I’m truly sorry to distress you,” he told his wife, “but I’m not going 
with you to church this Christmas Eve.” He said he’d feel like a hypocrite and 
that he would much rather just stay at home. And so he stayed, and they 
went to the midnight service. 
 Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to fall. He 
went to the window to watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier. Then 
he went back to his fireside chair to read his newspaper. Minutes later he 
was startled by a thudding sound. Then another and another — sort of a 
thump or a thud. At first he thought someone must have been throwing 
snowballs against his living room window. 
 But when he went to the front door to investigate, he found a flock of 
birds huddled miserably in the snow. They’d been caught in the storm and, 
in a desperate search for shelter, had tried to fly through his large landscape 
window. Well, he couldn’t let the poor creatures lie there and freeze, so he 
remembered the barn where his children stabled their pony. That would pro-
vide a warm shelter, if he could direct the birds to it. 
 Quickly he put on a coat and galoshes and then he tramped through 
the deepening snow to the barn. He opened the doors wide and turned on a 
light, but the birds did not come in. He figured food would entice them. So 
he hurried back to the house, fetched breadcrumbs and sprinkled them on 
the snow. He made a trail to the brightly lit, wide-open doorway of the                  
stable. But to his dismay, the birds ignored the breadcrumbs and continued 
to flap around helplessly in the snow. 
 He tried catching them. He tried shooing them into the barn by walk-
ing around them and waving his arms. Instead, they scattered in every direc-
tion, except into the warm, lighted barn. And then he realized that they were 
afraid of him. To them, he reasoned, I am a strange and terrifying creature. If 
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True Christian Christmas                          
Christmas isn't showy gifts or 

glittering decoration; 
It's honoring our Savior, Jesus 

Christ in humble adoration. 
It's serving those less fortunate, 

meeting their needs before                    
our own. 

It's making sure at Christmas 
time, that no one is alone. 

 

It's taking what we would have 
spent, on things that                                    

no one needs. 
And using it to help someone, 
with service and good deeds. 

Our Savior showed us how to live, 
with charity, faith and service. 

It makes the holidays a joy, more 
peaceful, and less nervous. 

 

So let's remember Christmas is 
about our Savior's birth. 

That's the way to happiness. 
The way to peace on earth.  

                                 Joanna Fuchs 
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Anniversaries 
 
12/3 - Lloyd & Betty Jane Swarr 
12/14 - Jerry & Allison Huber 
12/19 - Jim & Linda Spickler 
 

Birthdays 
12/1 - Tanner Hawthorne, Charles 
Riggleman 
12/5 - Stephanie Collman, Lexi Youtz 
12/8 - Linda Spickler 
12/10 - Jason Slater 
12/12 - Brenda Drawbaugh, Cody 
Schwanger 
12/15 - Lisa Cannon 
12/16 - Ruthie Hollinger, Cindy Seitz,  
12/17 - Wanda Winters 
12/19 - Ellen Bowers, Henry Harry 
12/21 - Matthew Harry 
12/24 - Bill Tripp 
12/25 - Jean Hollinger 
12/28 - McKena Smith 
12/29 - Nichole Hawthorne 
12/30 - Erma Fazenbaker, Mike Haw-
thorne 
12/31 - Jere Fellenbaum 

only I could think of some way to let them know that they can 
trust me — that I am not trying to hurt them but to help them. 
But how? 
 Any move he made tended to frighten and confuse 
them. They just would not follow. They would not be led or 
shooed, because they feared him. 
 “If only I could be a bird,” he thought to himself, “and 
mingle with them and speak their language. Then I could tell 
them not to be afraid. Then I could show them the way to the 
safe warm barn. But I would have to be one of them so they 
could see and hear and understand.” 
 At that moment the church bells began to ring. The 
sound reached his ears above the sounds of the wind. And he 
stood there listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of 
Christmas. And he sank to his knees in the snow. 
 “Now I understand,” he whispered. “Now I see why 
you had to do it. 

Glory to God in the highest!   
Have a very merry and blessed Christmas! 

Pastor Mick 

Women’s Retreat 
Once again, the Women’s Re-
treat was a day of great 
teaching, fun & food! Jean 
Ross from  PA Sisters in Christ 
led us as we explored how to 
get back and keep our joy. We also had plenty of time 
to share, laugh, and cry. This group sure knows how 
to burst balloons & dress up Styrofoam heads! If you 
missed it this year, make sure you can join us for  
2016. Also, WWW (Women Walking in the Word) is a 
Bible study that meets on Monday evenings at 7 pm. 
Drop in & Join us when you can. 

GAIN UPDATE 
The WGT Jr. High Youth helped with this project. 
 The October Mission Packing Project has 
concluded, and the event was a huge success! The 
Lord brought together nearly 3,500 volunteers 
and, together, you did an amazing job of preparing 
humanitarian aid for shipment to impoverished or 
displaced people around the world. 
 We greatly appreciate the time, treasure, 
and talents you gave to care for people whom Je-
sus described as "the least of these, My brothers 
and sisters."  
 These provisions are ready to be shipped 
to our ministry partners around the world, who 
will distribute the aid to people who need it most. 
Not only will these items be used to help relieve 
suffering and restore dignity, it will also give peo-
ple the opportunity to hear the gospel.  
 Please pray that these individuals around 
the world will open their hearts to Jesus.  
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 Hal-le-lu-jah  - Hal-le-lu-jah -  Hal-le-lu-jah-  Hal-le-lu-jah !!  which means 
Praise Ye the Lord !! 
We, the T/Th Tiny Timbers team, are so thankful for an almost complete 
enrollment.  The AM team is Miss Cindy and me, and the PM team is Miss 
Ruthie and myself.  We are so blessed and privileged to play a small part in 
the lives of these precious children God has entrusted to us for a few hours 

each week.   
 The opening words of this article were taught to us in one of the special Bible story times with 
Pastor Mick, and we sang these words a lot on Nov. 19 in our Thanksgiving celebration. We did a pro-
gram of praise to Jesus as the families listened in. The children were decked out in their Wampanoag 
mantles and headbands  and some in Pilgrim outfits and played drums and sang their hearts out. 
The refreshments served were apple sauce made by the children in September and pumpkin muffins 
made in October.  In October, we also had a wonderful time at Strites’ Orchard in Middletown which 
was our first field trip of the year.  A fun and educational time was had by both classes and their fami-
lies. 
 The classes have adjusted well to school, learning daily routines and classroom manners.  The 
children are learning to identify their names and starting to write them.  We are learning counting, 
days of the week, and months of the year mostly through song.  Cutting and just holding a pencil cor-
rectly have been a challenge for some.  Of course, the beautiful playground and bikes are a favorite for 
the T/TH class as well.  We love the outdoors although we have endured a lot of rain, but we finally got 
to rake the leaves and jump in the pile. Great fall fun! 
 The families really did well in the Shoebox for Samaritans Purse service opportunity.  Many did 
more than one box, and the children participated and seemed to really understand the concept of 
sharing with others to bring JOY. 
 As we approach the Christmas season, we will learn about Christmas around the world but fo-
cus on the true meaning of Christmas and Jesus’ birthday.  We will celebrate with another program for 
the families and all are welcome. 
 Thank you to all the families and church members who do so much in supporting Tiny Timbers.  
Hal-le-lu-jah-  Praise ye the Lord! 
                 T/Th Team,   
             Miss Natalie  T/Th Teacher 

COBYS EXPANSION 
Volunteers & furnishings are sought for expansion of the COBYS Permanency Unit. It is doubling in size, and we could use a 
few good painters (or mediocre ones) and some furnishings for two new visiting rooms. 
Located at 134 E. King St. Lancaster, the Permanency Unit is a specialized foster care program that works closely with the 
Lancaster County Children and Youth Agency. At the invitation of the County, which funds the program, Permanency 
staffing will increase from 8 to 16, by June 30, 2016. (The state budget impasse is delaying the hiring of new staff at pre-
sent.) To make room for more staff and clients, we have remodeled a previously underutilized area to create staff space and 
are refreshing an apartment to serve as rooms for supervised parent/child visits. 
Remaining on the “To Do List” is painting. Our next volunteer work day is scheduled for Saturday, December 5th from 8 am 
to noon. Donuts and drinks will be provided. 
Also needed are these items to help furnish the visiting rooms: 
Rocking chair, Child-sized kitchen sets (2), Child-sized table and chairs (2 sets), Small indoor slide, Baby doll stroller (2), Bean 
bag chairs (vinyl or other wipeable material) Floor puzzles, Duplos, Stacking blocks, Kitchen supplies (new or used) for vis-
iting area kitchen: pots, pans, plates, cups, bowls, utensils, cookie sheets, measuring cups, mixing bowls, etc., 4 36-x-48-inch 
chalkboards for visiting room walls. Contact Don Fitzkee if you would like to help paint or donate items for the toy room. 



 

December Servants 

 December 6 December 13 December 20 December 27 

Scripture &               
Sermon 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Pastor Mick 

The COMPLETE Christmas 
Story 

Titus 2:1-5 
Pastor Mick 

God Appeared - God 
Appearing 

2 Timothy 1:6-14 
Pastor Mick/Cantata 

Before the Beginning of 
Time...Until that Day 

2 Timothy 4:1-8 
Pastor Mick 

Longing for His Appearing 

Pianist/Organist Leslie Allen Brenda Geib Ryan Arndt Sylvia Weaver  

Special Music Choir Allison Huber Choir  Mixed Group 

Chorister June Kolp Regena Tripp Glenn Weaver  June Kolp 

Greeters 8 am Ruth Carlson George &Sarah Clug-
ston 

COMBINED Dave & June Sauder 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Shawn & Lisa Cannon Jason & Holly Leonard Duane & Kathy Mar-
tin 

Cindy Collins & Luetta 
Hess 

Worship  Leader Marlin Hibshman Linda Tripp Shawn O’Brien Tracy Drescher 

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class Sojourners SS Class 

Deacons/Anointing Greg & Cindy Seitz Shawn & Lisa Cannon Jeff & Dori 
Schwanger 

Matt & Heather Haver-
kamp 

Sound Room  
8 am 

Duane Martin & Zane 
Seitz 

Jerry Huber & Justin 
Arndt 

COMBINED Duane Martin & Jeff 
Schwanger 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Jeff & Shane Schwanger Duane Martin & Jason 
Leonard 

Jerry Huber & Justin 
Arndt 

Nicole Drescher & Zane 
Seitz 

8 am Nursery/
Toddler 

Shawn & Lisa Cannon Brenda & Nicole 
Drawbaugh 

COMBINED  

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Doug & Darlene Brene-
man 

Marilyn Keener & Cin-
dy Collins 

Chad & Audrey Gar-
ber 

Cindy Seitz 
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  October & November  Stats 
 October 25 November 1 November 8 November 15 November 22 

Total Worship 175 197 169 188 179 

Sunday School 112 128 108 126 95 

General $5,080.00 $5,668.00 $3,728.00 $5,163.00 $4,701.00 

Building  $100.00 $40.00 $80.00  

Deacon $25.00 $140.00 $20.00 $302.00 $95.00 

Seminary $50.00  $50.00 $25.00 $25.00 
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Adventures in Uganda: Learning to Have a Heart of Thankfulness and Generosity 
 

 Hello church family! I hope this update finds you all doing well! I’m sure you all are 
looking forward to one of the favorite holidays of the year – Thanksgiving. It’s a time of the 
year that helps us focus on the things that we are thankful for. Plus it’s a time to enjoy lots of 
delicious food and for most of you, probably football! As I reflect on the things that I have 
been thankful for this year, the list is endless. When we serve a great God, there are so many 
things to be thankful for. Even though it has been a challenging year, I am thankful that God 
has taught me so many things. I am thankful for each of the children in my classroom (no 
matter how stubborn they are!). I am thankful for all of the children at the school and in the 
village and for all of the people who live in the village of Zirobwe. I am thankful for the other teachers who have 
helped me through this year, have accepted me as their fellow teacher, and have built relationships with me. I am 
thankful for a small house that I can temporarily call my own. I am thankful for the cooks at the school who cook 
for me and the other teachers, so that I don’t have to! :) I am thankful that even though I live in very basic condi-

tions, God has helped me to adapt to my living situation, and I 
have learned to appreciate running water and electricity even 
more now! I am thankful for clean water, good health, and a 
safe living environment. I am thankful for the other volunteers 
and the staff of Empower A Child who encourage and support 
me. I am thankful for my family, church family, and friends 
who support me from back home and uplift me in prayer. 
Most of all, I am thankful for a loving God who is constant, 
faithful, merciful, and giving. I am thankful that even though I 
am thousands of miles away from my family and my home, 
God is always with me and will never leave me nor forsake me. 

I am so thankful for the saving grace of Jesus and that He calls us to do His will in all parts of the world. I am 
thankful that He wants to use us to bring His love to the people around us and we can bring love, hope, and joy to 
a hurting world. So, as you celebrate this month of thankfulness, I hope you all will take time and ask yourself, 
“What am I thankful for?” 
 Teaching continues to go well, and it’s crazy to think that the last day, December 4th, is less than a month 
away! It’s going to be a very busy month and I’m sure it will go by quickly. The children are doing well in class and 
are showing me how much they are learning. I’m so thankful for how well they continue to comprehend my Eng-
lish when I ask them questions and give them directions. Plus, they have learned many words in English and con-
tinue to try and speak to me in broken English or simple sentences. It’s still challenging because of the language 
barrier and the interpersonal issues that occur between the children, but God’s continuously faithful and helps 
me through each day of teaching. My favorite part of the day is the first half an hour because that’s play time in 
my classroom. Recently, I created an ABC BINGO game using recycled materials and it has been enjoyable playing 
with one table each morning. So, it has been a fun time of the day that I can sit at one of the tables, spend quality 
time with only 6 children at a time, and enjoy the game with them. 
 There weren’t any special events this past month, but next month will be an exciting one. On November 
13th, the school is going on a Field Trip!! We will be going to a museum, the Parliament building, the Entebbe air-
port, and the ZOO!!! The pupils had to pay in order to go, so not all of the children will be able to go, but there are 
many that will be coming along. I really wanted the children in my class to be able to go, but none of their families 
were able to afford to pay for the trip. Then I felt God leading me to pay for some of my students to go on the 
field trip. So, I chose 8 of my students who are well behaved and perform very well in my class, and funded for 
their trip. It was very humbling to have the parents of 3 of those children come to me and tell me that they were 
so grateful and appreciative that I was willing to make it possible for their child to go on the field trip. I know it’s 
not my money, ultimately it’s God’s money, and I know that I have been blessed so that I can bless others. In 
America, I am far, far away from being rich. I myself am closer to being poor than being rich when compared to 
others in America. However, in the village of Zirobwe, one could say that I am “overwhelmingly wealthy”. Living in 
the village has put things in a whole new perspective. It hits me hard every day. For example, there are children in 

Thankful for Sandra 
and all of my students! 

Thankful for all of the staff at Empowered Leaders Academy 
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my class who do not wear shoes to school. They need to be wearing shoes to school, 
and I ask them if they are able to get a pair of shoes. They tell me that their mother or 
father or grandmother cannot afford to buy them a pair of shoes. One time I went to 
the market to get a pair of shoes for the child my mother sponsors. That’s when I truly 
realized how much they cost. One pair of shoes costs 5,000 Ugandan shillings. What is 
that in American dollars? 1 Dollar and 50 cents. I was floored. To us, that is nothing, 
but to the families in the village, that is enough for meals for a whole week. So that 
means that if the families bought a pair of shoes for their child they wouldn’t be able 
to eat for a whole week. It’s been a hard realization and it gives me this “pulling on my 
heartstrings” feeling. I see that not only can I bless these children through teaching 
them, but part of my responsibility is to bless them with the things that they need. It’s 

the type of giving that Jesus calls us all to do. I can make excuses and say, “I am poor and I don’t have much mon-
ey.” Then I stop myself, realize that I am rich compared to the majority of the world, and realize that God has 
called me here for a purpose, and part of that purpose is to bless others. We all have that calling to give generous-
ly and I just pray that we all can give to those who are in need around us. It might not always be financially, but no 
matter who we are, we all have something we can give. It’s about blessing others because we know we have been 
blessed. 
 Also, in the next month I will celebrate Thanksgiving with the team, so I look forward to that!! Then at the 
end of the month we will have final exams and finish the school year! I can’t believe it! Then on December 3rd, the 
school will have a Speech Day and each class will do presentations on the church stage in front of the other stu-
dents and all of the parents. So, I am starting to practice with my class the songs and activities that we will be do-
ing as a part of the Speech Day. Also, on December 9th, we will have a big Christmas party for the Sunday School 
children. We plan to have about 400 children total in attendance! It’s going to be a fun-filled day with games, 
crafts, presentations, lots of food, and gift-giving. We’re looking forward to blessing the children with a wonderful 
party and I’m sure it’s going to be a ton of fun! We want to bless these children with a wonderful experience and 
give each child a gift. However, in order to do so, we are prayerfully asking for the support of people back home. If 
you feel that you would be able to help and you are interested in giving financially towards blessing these chil-
dren, I will put a link on my Facebook page where you can give and help make the Christmas party a success for 
the children who faithfully come each week to Sunday School at our church in the village!  
 I would like to thank the Sojourners Sunday School class for being willing to use one of your monthly offer-
ings to go towards the purchase of Bibles for Christmas gifts for the children in my Sunday School class. I appreci-
ate your generosity so much! I thank you for living the calling of Jesus to give generously to those in need!! These 
children have never had a Bible and I know they will love and appreciate them so much! Thank you again! 
 So, if anyone else wants to give to help the children in the village receive a gift this Christmas, please look 
for the link on my Facebook page in the near future, and you can help make it possible!  
 As you can see, it’s going to be a busy and exciting month before I come home for Christmas! Please pray 
that the remaining weeks of school go well and that the children are able to perform well on their exams so they 
can be promoted to Primary 1. Just as in America, the end of the school year is always crazy, so please pray that 
God will give me the peace, patience, and strength each day as we finish the school year. Also, please pray for pro-
tection and safety on the Field Trip. Please pray that we would be able to receive the funds that we need to give 
the Sunday School children a wonderful party and gifts.  
 I look forward to seeing you all again soon while I am home for Christmas. I will be home for about a 
month from mid-December to mid-January. Please pray that my flights home will go smoothly and pray for safety 
and protection. Thank you so much for the continued prayers and support! I hope you know that I am so thankful 
for my wonderful church family whose love stretches across continents and I can feel your support and be encour-
aged from thousands of miles away! Thank you for being a blessing in my life and through your generosity towards 
me, I am learning to have that same spirit of generosity!  
 

Blessings to you, 
Kelsey Hollinger 

The essence of Christian love is 
about giving and not receiving. 
Emmanuel with the uniform he 

received for his birthday. 





On October 31 The Sr High youth Group went to Sei-
ferts Corn Maze.  After we roasted hot dogs and en-
joyed a quick supper it was into the corn maze. We 
had 3 teams of 6. Team 1 was Jeff Schwanger, Abby 
Ramsey, Nick Sieber (and from Bossler's Church) An-
drew, Jesse, and Owen. Team 2 was Dakota, Ben 
Youtz, Shane Schwanger, Isaiah Sheetz, Lexi Youtz and 
her friend Ella. Team 3 was Dori Schwanger, Polly 
Shumate, Anita Youtz, Meghan Sears and from Boss-
ler Todd Garber. It took, as the youth put it, the old 
folks Team 3, one and a half hours to conquer the 
maze. Team 1 took 1 hour and 50 minutes and team 
three 2 hours to conquer the maze. Almost sent in a 
search party on team 2. We then roasted marshmal-
lows and ate s'mores and finished with a game of Mu-
sical Wardrobe, where they pulled out an article of 
something to wear from a big black trash bag without 
looking and had to put it on correctly. As you can see 
from the pics this was so much fun and lot's of laughs. 
We ran out of time and were not able to do the hay 
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Our Purpose Statement 
“We intentionally develop friends of                        
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through words and deeds.” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 

Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 

Sunday School 9:15 am 
 

 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
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Jr. High Clubs  @ 7:00 pm 
 

Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm 
 


