
Pastor Mick’s Musings 

Anticipation! 
 Ahhh! Christmas!  When I was young, it 
could not come quick enough.  After Thanks-
giving, my family would begin to decorate for 
Christmas.  My parents would struggle with 
untangling and getting the lights hung outside 
on the house.  My brothers and sisters would listen to our parents              
argue about where the lights should go.  That was fun!  Later, we 
could go out, purchase and cut down a Christmas Tree.  Then my 
brother and sisters would listen to our parents argue if the tree was 
straight when they mounted it to the strange looking Christmas tree 
mount.  That was fun too!  With great expectation, my siblings and I 
would begin counting down the days.   
 Back in those days, we did not have the small LED lights we use 
today. We had strings of lights where the bulbs were about one inch 
in diameter and they got HOT!  My job was to water the tree so it 
would not get too dry.  We would dress the tree with these lights and 
then start putting our ornaments on the tree.  We had some really 
cool ornaments. One in particular was shaped in a star and had a 
metal fan thingy in the middle.  I would take that and go to great 
pains to place it above a hot bulb and wait.  I would wait and wait               
until the metal fan thingy would start to move.  It seemed to take                     
forever to get moving.  After what seemed like hours, the metal fan 
would begin to spin!  Awesome! Anticipation was part of the mystery 
and excitement of it all.  Perhaps you had a similar ornament. 
 As Christmas day approached, we could hardly stand it.  It was 
getting closer and some wrapped gifts began to show up under the 
tree. We were all eagerly awaiting the coming of Christmas.  Oh yes, 
Jesus was coming too.  The nativity would be set up on the table and 
baby Jesus would be hidden.  Our Aunts, Uncles and cousins would 
visit.  Grandparents would come with hugs, kisses and presents!  
Soon it would be here!  Christmas morning! Our expectations for the 
that Christmas morning were almost palpable - we could almost taste 
it!  Through all the glitter and lights, Jesus was somewhere in the              
middle of it.  My two brothers and I shared the same room.  We never 
slept on Christmas Eve.  We eagerly waited for the moment the                   
sun would rise and we can run down and gather 
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Our Vision Statement: 
“To Know, Love, &                  

Follow Jesus by                        
serving All” 

 12/1 @ 6:30 pm Game 
Night 

 12/10 Prayer Shawl                   
Gathering at 9:30 am 

 Holiday Parade 12/11 @ 
4pm 

 12/12 Breakfast @ 7 am 
 12/14 Commissions @ 7 pm 
 12/14 Board at 8 pm 
 12/15 Youth Christmas Par-

ty 6:15 pm 
 12/19 8:30 am Sunday 

School 
 12/19 9:45 am Combined 

Service 
 12/24 Christmas Eve Service 

7 pm 
 12/25 Christmas Dinner at 

Noon 
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

 
 

1 
Game Night 
& Ice Cream 

Social  
6:30 pm 

 
  

2 
Choir 7 pm 

  

3 
 

4 
Reserved for 
Private Party 

 

 5 
 8 am & 10:30 am 

Worship                    
Services                     

Sunday School 
9:15 am                        

 

6 
WWW                                
7 pm                        

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

 

7 
 

8 
Youth                    

6:15 pm 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                
7 pm 

 
 

9 
Choir 7 pm 

10 
Prayer Shawl 

Gathering 
9:30 am 

11 
Reserved for 
Private Party 

 
E-town                    
Holiday                   
Parade 
4 pm 

 

12 
7 am Breakfast                   

8 am & 10:30 am 
Worship                    
Services                     

Sunday School 
9:15 am                         

 
 

 

13 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

14 
Commis-

sions 7 pm 
Board 8 pm 

 
 

15 
Youth Christ-
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6:15 pm 

Men’s Bible 
Study                                
7 pm 

 
 

16 
Choir 7 pm 

 
 
 

17 18 
  

19 
8:30 am                        

Sunday School 
9:45 am                        

Combined                     
Service                        

(no 8 am service)  
 

 

20 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

21 
 

22 
 No Youth  

23 
Office              

Closing at 
Noon 

  
  
 
 
 

24 
 Christmas 
Eve Service     

7 pm  
 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

                  25 
Christmas 

Day 
Community 
Dinner Noon                     

 
  
  

26 
 8 am & 10:30 am 

Worship                       
Services                     

Sunday School 
9:15 am   

Reserved for                 
Private Party                       

27 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 
Office Closed 

28 
Reserved 
for Private 

Party 
 

29 
No Regular 

Youth                    
Meeting 

30 
 

31 
New Year’s 

Eve 
 

Office Closed 
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Prayer  
Prayer requests may be sent to Sylvia Weaver/

Prayer Warriors at   717-653-1626 or 
212sweave@gmail.com 

Remember your 
Dollar-A-Day                    

givings!   
They are due the 
last day of each 

month. 

Operation                     
Christmas Child 
Way to go WGT! 
Your kindnesses and 
generosity showed up in a big way 
again this year! 101 boxes were 
filled and are on their way to bless 
children all over the world! 
Thank you WGT folks, the WGT 
Youth and Tiny Timbers for sharing 
the love of Jesus in a practical way! 

around the tree.  It was great! Anticipation was part of the 
mystery and excitement of it all. 
 We would unwrap our gifts and then have breakfast.  It 
was there that we gave thanks to God for bringing Jesus in to 
the world.  Those are fond memories.  We have created                         
memories  and we are still creating memories with our kids. 
We still have great expectations when Christmas morning 
comes.   
 Now, I am greatly anticipating a new Christmas day, the 
day when Jesus returns.  I have been waiting and waiting since 
the moment I gave my life to Him some forty-one years ago.  I 
expect Him to come any day now.  I plan my life for the future 
but I try to live my life like Jesus would come back today.  I                   
eagerly await for Jesus’ second coming. It may happen                              
tomorrow or even today. It may happen in my lifetime or not.  
But that’s not the point.  Believing that Jesus could come back 
any moment is very exciting to me!  That’s one of the reasons I 
celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Because it makes certain to me in my 
heart that He will come again.  You see, anticipation is part of 
the mystery and excitement of is all! 
 So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 

will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly waiting for him. Hebrews 9:27-28 

May you have a very merry and blessed Christmas. Jesus is 
coming!                                                                                                             
                  Maranatha, Pastor Mick 

Pastor Mick’s Musings Continued from Cover 
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Offering Envelopes & End of Year Giving 
If you use envelopes for tithes/offerings 
and are in need of a new box for 2022, 
please let the church office know. If you 
don’t use envelopes and would like to, con-
tact the church office & we will set you up! 
Using envelopes provides you with a giving 
summary at the end of each year. 
For End of Year Givings... These must be 
received in the church office or postmarked 
by 12/31. Any givings received after this 
date will go towards 2022. 

Anniversaries 

12/7 - Todd & Tammy Sieber 

12/14 - Jerry & Allison Huber 

12/29 - Dick & Sandra Dickason 

12/29 - Zane & Kathryn Seitz 

12/31 - Ben & Christie Smith 

 
 

Birthdays 

12/1 - Tanner Hawthorne 

 Heather Leleux 

12/4 - Linda Brosey 

12/5 - Lexi Youtz 

12/6 - John Hershey 

12/7 - Owen Zimmerman 

12/10 - David Arndt 

12/11 - Dan Grose 

 Hailey Tippet 

12/12 - Brenda Drawbaugh 

 Cody Schwanger 

12/14 - Jayce Leleux 

           Nick Ellison 

12/15 - Lisa Cannon 

 Ralna Bender 

 Maybelle Van Winkle 

12/16 - Cindy Seitz 

 Holt Mease 

12/19 - Ellen Bowers 

 Henry Harry 

12/21 - Aubrey Dickson 

12/23 - Susan Bordy 

12/ 24 - Bill Tripp 

12/28 - McKena Smith 

 Todd Shelly 

12/29 - Dan Dickson 

 Carlyle Hinshaw 

12/30 - Mike Hawthorne 

2nd Sunday Breakfast! 
7 am in the                                 

Fellowship Hall 12/12. 
Join us!! 



December Servants 

 December 5 December 12 December 19 
Combined Service @ 

9:45 am 

December 26 

 The King Who Brings 
Peace 

Micah 5:1-5, 
Matthew 2:1-8 

Pastor Mick 

The King Who Saves 
Jeremiah 31:15-17, 31-

34, Matthew 2:7-8 
Cody Schwanger 

The King Who Is Light 
Isaiah 60:1-3, 19-20, 

Luke 2:21-35 
Pastor Mick 

The King Who Is Here 
Isaiah 9:2-7, John 1_9-13, 

John 14: 23-27 
Pastor Mick 

  

     

Greeters Dennis & Ann Saylor June Kolp  Maurice & Kim Houser 

AV/Sound Room B: Dave Coble 
PC: Jay Coble 

B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Dewey Martin 

 B: Dave Coble 
PC: Linda Tripp 

Nursery/Toddler Beth & Justin Mease June & Sarah Kolp   

Advent Readers Colton & Brienna Brown The Farmer Family   

     

Greeters Doug & Darlene                       

Breneman 
Cindy Collins Jackie Trout Jason & Holly Leonard 

AV/Sound Room B: Shane Schwanger 
PC: Greg Seitz 

C: JJ Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

B: Dave Coble 
PC: Greg Seitz 

C: JJ Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

B: Greg Seitz 
PC: Dewey Martin 

C: 

LSS: 

B: Dewey Martin 
PC: Greg Seitz 

C: JJ Huber 
LSS: Jerry Huber 

Nursery/Toddler  Todd & Lisa Shelly   

Special Music/Offertory WGT Choir Lydia Garber &                               

Haley Coble 
WGT Choir Kids Sing 

Worship Leader/Advent 
Readers 

The George Clugston 

Jr. Family 
The Garber Family Claire, Grace & Katie Linda Tripp 

Ushers Jim Kolp, Walt 
Schwanger, Evan Su-

charski, Bill Tripp 

Gene Walmer, Brenda Ae, 

Sandra Dickason, Mel Geib 
Jim Kolp, Jason, Holly & 

Claire Leonard 
Evan Sucharski, Walt 

Schwanger, Bill Tripp, Gene 

Walmer 

10:30 am  Servants 

8 am Servants 

 10/24 10/31 11/7 11/14 

Total Worship 107 117 132 85 

Sunday School 78 None 79 70 

General $3,282.00 $3,794.50 $7,288.90 $5,169.50 
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 We are underway at Tiny Timbers getting 
ready for our Holiday season!  We learned 
about Thanksgiving this month.  Why we                          
celebrate and silly turkey songs were some of 
our favorite activities!  We spent time outside in 
the gorgeous weather and found many inter-

esting leaves from nature.   
 Our field trips were so much fun to the pumpkin patch!  Our 
friends are still talking about the wagon/hay rides and finding their very 
own pumpkins!  Most of our friends took them home and painted them 
with their families.  At Tiny Timbers we opened some pumpkins and 
looked inside!  We also shared how being a child of God is like being a 
pumpkin.  God picks us, takes all our yuckiness out, gives us a new face (attitude) and places His 
light inside of us.   
 We are planning our Thanksgiving feasts, and we look forward to sharing more with our 
friends about the birth of our Savior.  Most of our friends are already talking about                                  
Christmas.  Please pray with us, that we may guide and love the children through the real reason 
we celebrate!   
 We are Thankful for the opportunity to teach and show the love of Christ to our students 
and their families!  We are also thankful for a church family that sees the need to pray and support 
the teachers!   

 Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas!                                                                                      
Miss Jackie, TTH Class Teacher 

On Friday, November 5th, The Elizabethtown Fire Company came to visit Tiny Timbers in the MWF classes. 
Everyone loved seeing and being able to sit in the big red Fire Truck and also learned some very important things. 
We all learned when to call 911 and that everyone should have a meeting place for a fire emergency at home and 

also how important it is to know our home address. 

TTH Class Teepees 
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Youth Opportunities for December 
December 15 – Youth Christmas Celebration at WGT 
December 29 – Youth work at BHA 
 
 We are grateful for the opportunities we receive to share the message of Jesus.  We want to use our op-
portunities to better understand who God is, who is Jesus, what His teaching means for us, who He says we are 
and how that might transform how we interact in the world.  Most recently our time on Wednesdays has fo-
cused on questions such as “Who am I?”, “Where do I fit in”, and “Do I matter?” We want to help teens discov-
er better answers to these questions.  Sundays have been spent exploring Jesus’ sermon on the mount, where 
we better understand what His kingdom is like.  
 

     Our days are abounding in opportunities.   
 Sometimes life brings challenges, but what if we frame them as opportunities?   
 If those around us seem to hate us, are we able to choose love as our response to those who may              
  consider us their enemy? 
 When life doesn’t go quite as we would choose, can we choose to live a life of joy? 
 There will surely be times of disagreement, rather than choosing to battle can we choose peace? 
 When those around us require a little more grace, perhaps these are opportunities to develop patience? 
 What about when others don’t treat us as God’s beloved child, is this an opportunity to                     
  choose kindness ? 
 When choices arise in which doing the wrong may seem to be to our benefit, can we take an                              
  opportunity to choose goodness? 
 When relationships get really difficult, what if this a wonderful opportunity to remain faithful? 
 When situation arises which requires us to use  words, rather than use a harsh tone what if we                    
  demonstrated gentleness? 
 We will surely have opportunities to do things in excess, can we choose to have self-control?   
 As the holiday season quickly comes and will most likely quickly go, would we like to have fewer                     
  regrets? 
 

 Consider taking time to abide in Him (John 15). The above words in red are the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 
5:22-23)  We can only be filled with the Spirit and enabled to do good works if we stay connected to                            
Jesus.  Staying connected to Jesus begins with an attitude of gratitude to Him for all that He has done, is doing 
and will do.  He is worthy of our time.  There will be many opportunities in the days ahead. Consider taking an 
opportunity to connect with God, whether in prayer and/or in His word.  Jesus tells us we can do no good apart 
from Him.  I hope you have a good holiday season filled with good works done by you and those around you.   

Shawn O’Brien, Director of Youth Ministries 
 



740 Greentree Road 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

WEST GREEN TREE 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

 Sunday Service Times: 

 8 am Contemporary Service  

 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Traditional Service 

 10:30 am Live Stream via YouTube 

 “West Green Tree Worship” 

Weekday Activities: 

 Monday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 Wednesday: Youth @ 6:15 pm 

 Wednesday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

Phone: 717-653-5367 

Fax: 717-653-5056 

www.westgreentree.org 


