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October 11, 2020 

(Posted by Wendy Koch on Facebook) 

 
I would have pulled Joseph out. Out of that pit. Out of that prison. Out of 
that pain. And I would have cheated nations out of the one God would use 
to deliver them from famine. 
 
I would have pulled David out. Out of Saul’s spear-throwing                       
presence. Out of the caves he hid away in. Out of the pain of                         
rejection. And I would have cheated Israel out of a God-hearted king. 
 
I would have pulled Esther out. Out of being snatched from her only family. 
Out of being placed in a position she never asked for. Out of the path of a 
vicious, power-hungry foe. And I would have cheated a people out of the 
woman God would use to save their very lives. 
 
And I would have pulled Jesus off. Off of the cross. Off of the road that led 
to suffering and pain. Off of the path that would mean nakedness and beat-
ings, nails and thorns. And I would have cheated the entire world out of a 
Savior. Out of salvation. Out of an eternity filled with no more suffering 
and no more pain. 
 
And oh friend. I want to pull you out. I want to change your path. I want to 
stop your pain. But right now I know I would be wrong. I would be out of 
line. I would be cheating you and cheating the world out of so much good. 
Because God knows. He knows the good this pain will produce. He knows 
the beauty this hard will grow. He’s watching over you and keeping you 
even in the midst of this. And He’s promising you that you can trust Him. 
Even when it all feels like more than you can bear. 
 
So instead of trying to pull you out, I’m lifting you up. I’m kneeling before 
the Father and I’m asking Him to give you strength. To give you hope. I’m 
asking Him to protect you and to move you when the time is right. I'm ask-
ing Him to help you stay prayerful and discerning. I'm asking Him how I 
can best love you and be a help to you. And I’m believing He’s going to use 
your life in powerful and beautiful ways. Ways that will leave your heart 
grateful and humbly thankful for this road you’ve been on.  
 
(From a person named Ray) 
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Message:                                Pastor Mick Allen 

 “Surrounded!” 

 

Closing Song:                                          On  Screen 

 “O Come to the Altar” 

 

Benediction 

 

 

Come to the Altar 
 
The Apostle Paul states a truth about Christians being the temple of God. 
In 1 Corinthians, Paul tells us: 

3:16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17If anyone destroys 
God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is 
sacred, and you together are that temple. 

In 2 Corinthians, Paul teaches us that: 
6:16 For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I 
will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their 
God, and they will be my people.” 
 

Since we are altogether God’s temple, even though we are separated, I 
would like our households to create an altar in a room at home.  It’s like 
bringing West Green Tree Church into your home.  During this six week 
sermon series, FEAR NOT, we are going to have time to pray and give 
to God, at your home altar, all your fears and anxieties.   
 
All you need is a space, maybe near the TV or the dining room table, to 
place a jar or bowl and a candle.  The candle will be lit every time we 
come together to spiritually bridge the space between us. The bowl will 
be used for written prayers that we will give to God on the altar.   
 
Remember, you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship        

 Psalm 148                                         On Screen 

 

Hymn of Adoration                         No.  63      

 “All Creatures of Our God and King”          

 

Prayer of Invocation & Lighting the Altar Candle 

 

Songs of Praise 

 “The Battle Belongs to the Lord”                      No. 732 

 “No Longer Slaves”                                                     On Screen 

             

Prayers of the People  

 

Offering      

       

The Holy Scriptures                        2 Chronicles 20:1-30 
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