
Pastor Mick’s Musings 

Bad news and then the good news and then the GOOD NEWS! 
 
I’ll give you the bad news first. 
 
I recently came across a study by the Barna Research Group regarding a 
survey done of born-again Christians and living a biblical worldview. The 
conclusions were very disturbing. 
 
First of all, let’s get a good definition of “Biblical Worldview.” Let’s define 
each word and them join them together. 
 
Biblical - of, relating to, or being in accord with the Bible 
 
Worldview- a comprehensive conception or apprehension of the world        
especially from a specific standpoint. 
 
So Biblical Worldview to me means - “comprehensively conceiving all                 
aspects of life as relating to the Bible.” In other words, those with a biblical 
worldview see the world through the lens of the Bible. 
 
The Barna Group, in its definition of the term “biblical worldview,” identifies 
six universal nonnegotiable truths within Christianity as a belief system, 
based on interdenominational tracking of central Christian tenets compiled 
since 1995. These essentials, which apply to all Protestant denominations, 
are:  
 

1.  Absolute moral truth exists. 
2.  The Bible is wholly reliable and accurate.   
3.  Satan is a real being, not merely a symbol of sin.   
4.  Simply being a good person does not send one to heaven.   
5.  Jesus came to earth and was sinless. 
6.  God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the world who still rules 
the universe today. 
 
I think members of West Green Tree would agree with the above                     
statements.  It is safe to say that we may discuss them for clarity but we 
would come to a conclusion these six statements are true. 
 
However, Barna reports, only a staggering 17 percent of practicing 
Christians in the US have a “biblical worldview” based upon belief in 
these six things! 
(https://www.barna.com/research/competing-worldviews-influence-todays-
christians/) 
 
That means only 1 out of 5 self-professed, born-again Christians in America 
agree on those six tenets of our faith. That is a little disturbing to say the 
least.  
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Youth News 
What are we excited about? 
September will be here before we know it.  And we are excited to have 16 youth                     
registered for our Fall Retreat.  16 youth will come together for the opportunity to 
spend a weekend away, do some team building and most of all – talk about Jesus 
  who He is 
   what that means for me, for you, for us 
    and how that effects the way we live.   
What have been doing? 
The youth were busily helping set up for this year’s VBS during their Wednesday gathering.  Some will use their gifts      
during VBS to help others grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus.  God’s grace was on display in keeping the rain 
away long enough for us to have a youth Pool Party on Sunday, July 11.  We had burgers with various cheeses on buns 
as well as chips, drinks and homemade ice cream.  It was a good time to see the youth interacting with one another but 
also a low-key time for our adults to catch up with the youth as summer is just about half way through… 
What we are talking about? 
But not long before the pool party we took a break from our series on discipleship to discuss Freedom.  It was a week 
after the U.S. celebrated Independence Day and the freedoms we enjoy in this country.  We had a great discussion 
around the freedom we have in believing, being in and following Jesus.  We talked about the freedom from sin and 
death -they do not have power over us.  “For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of 
sin and death.” (Romans 8:2) We have a choice to make – to have freedom available through Jesus that results in a right 
relationship with God – or to be slaves or to be mastered by our desires – by sin.   
 
Which ties directly into our Wednesday series on temptation – Get Out of My Mind. We are emphasizing that being 
tempted isn’t wrong, but we need to consider our response to temptation.  In  Matthew 4, we see Jesus being tempted 
by Satan – from the Greek meaning tempter.  We can see how Jesus responds and we find not only does He show us 
how to respond to temptation, we realize that He can satisfy all that we desire.  Jesus is the way, the truth and the 

life.    In Matthew 4:10, Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship 
the Lord your God, and serve him only.”   
 
And we come full circle to Freedom – the freedom we have in believing in Jesus, following 
Jesus, serving Jesus.  In choosing Jesus we gain a freedom from the desire to serve other 
things.  We are free from the law of sin and death – Romans 8:2.  We get to choose if we 
want to serve our desires for the things of this world or if we are going to be concerned 
more about eternity – and serving God.   
 
What can you do? 
Please join us in praying that we call choose to be part of God’s body, active parts that de-
sire to represent our Lord and Savior to others.   
 

Shawn O’Brien 
Youth Director 
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 Anniversaries 
8/3 - John & Gladys Hershey 

8/5 - George & Traci Clugston II 

8/6 - Duane & Kathy Martin 

8/8 - Todd & Lisa Shelly 

8/9 - Glenn & Sylvia Weaver 

8/24 - Doug & Sandy Brubaker 

8/24 - Dave & Sylvia Coble 

8/27 - Steve & Peggi Hiller 

8/29 - Jim & Polly Shumate 

8/29 - Randy & Anita Youtz 

8/31 - Charles & Marilyn Keener  

Birthdays 
8/1 - Aaliyah Cannon 

8/3 - Brenda Axe 

 Noelle O’Brien 

8/4 - Doug Brubaker 

8/7 - Phyllis Becker 

8/9 - Ralph Daniels 

 Jerry Huber 

 Sandra Kopp 

8/10 - Sarah Kolp  
 Jeff Ziegler                                       

 June Gerhart 

 Ruth Hawthorne 

8/12 - Grace Leonard 

8/13 - Malayna Van Winkle 

8/14 - Ken Drawbaugh 

8/16 - Grace Fellenbaum 

8/19 - Cliff Shirk 

8/20 - Donna Weaver 

8/23 - Tyra Cannon 

8/25 - Walt Schwanger 

8/29 - Logan Smith 

Nursery/Toddler Room Volunteers 
We are looking for folks to staff the 
Nursery/Toddler room during Sunday 
church services. Volunteers will need 
clearances and should be 18 years old. 
If you do not have clearances, the 
church office can help you with that! If 
you have clearances and are willing to 
volunteer, please sign up at the                      
Welcome Center. 

Here is the good news:  
We have an opportunity to bring people back to the Bible. First, 
West Green Tree needs to know the essentials what we believe 
as a fellowship of believers. This is important in this day and age 
as we see a slow but deadly doctrinal drift from the basic and                
important core beliefs we all share.  I sense in my spirit that there 
will be a great revival in this country and West Green Tree can be 
part of it.  Let us be ready for a great wave from the Holy Sprit to 
spread across our land as well as the world.   
 
And now for the GOOD NEWS: 
 
The Good News is the gospel of Jesus Christ. That He lived a              
sinless life, taught us how to live by giving us the truth, died on a 
cross to atone for our sins, and then rose again from the dead to 
prove that everything He said is true. Then, bringing us the Holy 
Spirit to comfort and guide us through this short journey until we 
see Him face to face.  With Jesus, we have a life full of meaning 
and purpose. With Jesus, everyday becomes an adventure! 
 
So let us live out the Great Commandment: 
 
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’   All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”                                               Matthew 22:37-40 
 
In the same breath, let us all live out the Great Commission: 
 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”                                           Matthew 28:18-19 
 
We have the privilege and honor to share the greatest treasure in 
the universe - JESUS!  We can share the Gospel with all those 
who do not know the saving grace of Jesus Christ.   
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only                     
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have              
eternal life.                                                                       John 3:16 
 
So be of good cheer!  God is still on the throne and prayer                    
changes things. 
 
Now that’s good news! 
 

Your Brother in Jesus, 
Pastor Mick 

Pastor Mick’s Musings continued from cover 



August Servants 

 August 1 August 8 August 15 August 22 August 29 

 Sermon Series:                   

JESUS 
TBD via the Holy 

Spirit 
Cody Schwanger 

Sermon Series:                   

JESUS 
TBD via the Holy Spirit 

Pastor Mick 
 

Sermon Series:                   

JESUS 
TBD via the Holy 

Spirit 
Shawn O’Brien 

Sermon Series:                   

JESUS 
TBD via the Holy                 

Spirit 
Pastor Mick 

Sermon Series:                   

JESUS 
TBD via the Holy               

Spirit 
Pastor Mick 

      

Greeters      

AV/Sound Room B: Dave C. 
PC: Linda T. 

B: Jerry H. 
PC: Liane S. 

NONE 

Camp Swatara 
B: Dewey 

PC: Colton/Brienna B. 
B: Jerry H. 

PC: Allison H. 

Nursery/Toddler   NONE 

Camp Swatara 
 June & Sarah K. 

9 am Welcome                  
Center 

  NONE 

Camp Swatara 
  

      

Greeters      

AV/Sound Room B: Shane S. 
PC: Greg S. 
C: Clint A. 

LSS: Clint A. 

B: Greg S. 
PC: Dewey M. 

C: JJ H. 
LSS: Jerry H. 

B: Dave C. 
PC: Allison H. 

C: JJ H. 
LSS: Jerry H. 

B: Shane S. 
PC: Greg S. 
C: Liane S. 

LSS: Liane S. 

B: Dewey M. 
PC: Greg S. 

C: JJ H. 
LSS: Jerry H. 

Nursery/Toddler      

Special Music/
Offertory 

Mixed Group  Allison Huber  Liane Sucharski 

Worship  Leader Holly Leonard Dick Dickason Donna Weaver Liane Sucharski Greg Seitz 

Ushers Jason, Holly & 
Claire Leonard, 

SandraLee Dicka-

son, Brenda Axe 

Walt Schwanger, 
Stephaine Runkle, 
Duane Bender, Mel 

Geib, Henry Harry 

Jim Kolp, Evan Su-
charski, Jay Forry, 
Brenda Axe, Bill 

Tripp 

Gene Walmer, Sandra-
Lee Dickason, Jason, 

Holly & Claire Leonard 

Jay Forry, Brenda Axe, 
Jim Kolp, Bill Tripp, 

Walt Schwanger 

10:30 am  Servants 

8 am Servants 

 6/27 7/4 7/11 7/18 

Total Worship 136 73 125 123 

Sunday School 81 58 64 60 

General $4,520.00 $2,945.00 $5,544.90 $6,319.00 
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Knights of North Castle VBS 
As I prepare this article for the newsletter we have completed 2 nights of VBS.  We have welcomed 
50 kids each evening to learn with them about equipping ourselves to be knights for the kingdom of 
God!  I was trying to figure out what to say in the article and my mind kept coming back to a t-shirt I 
have in my dresser.  It says…  grateful, blessed, thankful.  That sums it up for me.  During a year and 
a half of not knowing what to expect at work, at school for the boys, at the local store – coming 
back to VBS in person has been just what I needed!  I am going to share with you statements from 
three families from our community that are attending VBS: 
 
Mom #1 –  
“Zoey and Kai LOVED the first night of VBS. They kept getting out of bed last night to tell me "one 
more thing" that happened at VBS. Haha! Thanks so much for all the work you've done to put it                   
together.  
I am wondering if it's possible to move Zoey Stephens (5) to her age group tonight and for the rest 
of the week? Kai (3) surprised me and said he would be ok without her. It's ok if that's not possible. 
I know her laminated pick up card says the younger group.” 
 
Mom #2 –  
“He told me all about it before bed and then again this morning! You all do such an awesome job of 
making the Bible come to life! My kids look forward to VBS all year long, and I’m seriously not just 
saying that! We are grateful for all the time and effort everyone pours into making the week such a 
success!” 
 
Mom #3 –  
This conversation happened when she was waiting to pick up her kids at the end of the night. 
My kids were so bummed last year that you didn’t have VBS in person.  They look forward to it             
every year.  So when I saw that you were having it this year IN PERSON they were excited.  My older 
child was sad that he was too old to participate this year.  I told him maybe he can help out with 
VBS instead. 
We talked about how much they love everything about VBS and how her family has been blessed 
by our church – Tiny Timbers, VBS & more. 
 
These are just 3 examples why I do VBS!  I am thankful for each and every person who gives up time 
to be doing other things to help out with VBS before, during and after the physical week.  I am 
grateful that God equips me to continue to organize VBS.  Lastly, I am BLESSED beyond measure 
that my family helps out as much as they do with VBS and shift things so that we can be immersed 
into it for the physical week of VBS & the church family that continues to step up and help out 
wherever needed to make it a success! 
 

Allison Huber 
Physically Tired, but spiritually energized & blessed! 
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740 Greentree Road 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

WEST GREEN TREE 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

 Sunday Service Times: 

 8 am Contemporary Service  

 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Traditional Service 

 10:30 am Live Stream via YouTube 

 “West Green Tree Worship” 

Weekday Activities: 

 Monday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 Wednesday: Youth @ 6:30 pm 

 Thursday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

Phone: 717-653-5367 

Fax: 717-653-5056 

www.westgreentree.org 


