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Nothing We Can’t Handle 
No matter what distressing                        

times I face, 

When rain and storms replace the 

sunny weather, 

When things I counted on fail to                    

sustain me, 

There’s nothing we can’t handle, 

Lord, together. 
If those I thought were friends act 

more like foes, 

If I start to lose the things I                          

hold most dear, 

I know that I can tell it all to You; 

You want to listen to me and to hear. 
When my earthly world dissolves be-

fore my eyes, 

When problems seem too great for 

me to bear, 

You’ll always be there for me,                     

Lord, I know; 

I can come to you on bended                  

knees in prayer. 
It’s such a comfort, Lord, to realize, 

You’ll always be my King, my Lord, 

my Friend; 

To share my burdens, worries,                  

and my cares, 

You’ll love me and support                

me to the end. 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I              
forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”  
                                              Matthew 18:21 

 
If I had to condense the main ideas of what it means to live the Christian 
life, I would have to say learning how to forgive and love.  I say “learning” 
because learning how to forgive and to love is an ongoing process that 
we human beings must strive to perfect.  It is hard to love those who                   
offend and/or hurt us and doubly hard to forgive.  It may even be                           
impossible without the Holy Spirit gently guiding us.  
 
I am still learning to forgive. But the Lord has instilled in me a few things 
that make forgiving possible. First, we should realize that forgiveness is 
not an emotion, it is a matter of the will and the spirit.  It is not a feeling.  
One can say to someone, “I am filled with joy today,” and that makes 
sense.   But one is hard pressed to say, “I am filled with forgiving today.”  
True forgiveness is an act of your spirit.  Second, forgiveness benefits 
both the wrongdoer and the one who was wronged. For the wrongdoer, it 
releases the debt on one’s spirit.  Followers of Jesus call this grace.  The 
offender now has a choice to receive it or not. Receiving forgiveness and 
grace leads to gratitude.  Not receiving grace leads to guilt and bitter-
ness. For the one who has been offended, the act of forgiveness frees 
us.  When you determine in your heart and your will to forgive, it detach-
es your spirit from the offense.   You are no longer bound and controlled 
by the offense and the one who committed it.  When Jesus answered 
Peter by saying we must forgive seventy times seven, he was telling us 
that forgiveness is a way of life.  Unforgiveness leads to bitterness and a 
sick spirit.  The life of a Christian is a gracious life, free from bitterness. 
 
I have heard people say, “I forgave, but I will not forget.” This is not the 
way of our Father in Heaven.  David sings praise to God for forgetting 
our sin: “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far 
has he removed our transgressions from us.” Psalm 103:11-12.  As I see 
it, holding onto that offense or hurt, no matter how big or small it was, 
continues to tie you to that hurt. It is like a boat tethered to a dock.  You 
will never be free and neither will the one who hurt you.  Forgetting 
means removing the incident from yourself.  Again, it is an act of the will 
and, with the help of God, it will set you free! 
 
Finally, two things that help me in the process of forgiving and forgetting.  
I look at people, both saints and sinners with high enthusiasm and, at the 
same time, low expectations.  People are amazing with the  capacity to 
do great things, to show tremendous compassion and endurance.  A 
center fielder can calculate a hard hit line drive and catch in on the run.  
A mathematician can render an impossible equation.  Rocket scientists 
can get us to the moon and back. An actor can make us cry and laugh.  
A group of people travel to another country to help build a home for a 
family. People are incredible!  And I rejoice and thank God for creating 
us. And at the same time, people are capable doing bad things.  They 
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 Pastor Mick’s Musings Continued from Front 

can hurt you, destroy relationships. A person can fill 
you with lies.  People will let you down.  This sin na-
ture is in all of us.  So, I expect things will not go 
smoothly.  I expect that I will be let down or put down.  
I expect that someone will drop the ball.  I know that 
people make mistakes.  Most of all, I know that, from 
time to time,  I will drop the ball and  make mistakes.  
The key is to rejoice in the good things people do, and 
to learn how to forgive and be forgiven when bad 
things happen.   Don’t hold grudges and don’t harbor 
things of the past.  Finally, I ask God to continue to 
help me learn to “reduce me to love.”  It sounds so               
cliché, but love truly is the answer. Ask God to expand 
your capacity to love and reduce all your emotions to 
this one truth: to love is to be like Jesus.  Paul, in-
spired by their Holy Spirit, tells us what love is: Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self
-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.  1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
Do I get this right all the time? No. I am still learning 
how to forgive and how to love. I believe this process 
will continue in my life and the life of every Christian 
until we see Jesus face to face.  Then we will know 
what true love is.  In the meantime, learn to forgive 
and love. Rejoice! God has forgiven you! This is the 
truth and the truth will set you free! 

All for His glory, 
PM 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Anniversaries 
8/3 - John & Gladys Hershey 
8/5 - George & Traci Clugston II 
8/6 - Duane & Kathy Martin 
8/7 - Dave & June Sauder 
8/8 - Todd & Lisa Shelly 
8/9 - Glenn & Sylvia Weaver 
8/17 - Justin & Nichole Hawthorne 
8/24 - Doug & Sandy Brubaker 
8/27 - Steve & Peggi Hiller 
8/29 - Jim & Polly Shumate 
8/29 - Randy & Anita Youtz 
8/31 - Charles & Marilyn Keener  

 
Birthdays 

8/1 - Aaliyah Cannon 
8/3 - Brenda Axe, Noelle O’Brien 
8/4 - Doug Brubaker 
8/7 - Phyllis Becker 
8/9 - Ralph Daniels, Jerry Huber, 
 Sandra Kopp 
8/10 - Sarah Kolp, Jeff Ziegler,             
 June Gerhart, Ruth Hawthorne 
8/12 - Grace Leonard 
8/13 - Malayna Van Winkle 
8/14 - Ken Drawbaugh 
8/16 - Grace Fellenbaum 
8/20 - Donna Weaver 
8/21 - Robin Cicero 
8/22 - James Hawthorne 
8/23 - Tyra Cannon 
8/25 - Walt Schwanger 
8/29 - Logan Smith 

Join us Saturday, August 17th, at dusk for a                                             
showing of The Incredibles 2 at West Green Tree                                  

Church of the Brethren                                                                                 
740 Greentree Road in E-town. 

                                    Drinks & Popcorn provided. 
Please come with a comfy chair or 
blanket & enjoy a movie under the 

stars! 
Call 717-653-5367 or check out 

www.westgreentree.org for details. September 8th 
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  Here at Tiny Timbers we are getting ready for another exciting 
year for the precious little ones that come through our church doors 
during the week. Each child that walks through those doors is an oppor-
tunity to show God’s love. Please be in prayer as we prepare.  
 Thank you for your many, many prayers as we hired staff this 
summer. We are very excited to welcome them to Tiny Timbers. 

 The first day of school is Monday, September 9th for the Monday/Wednesday/ Friday classes 
and Tuesday, September 10th for the Tuesday/Thursday classes. 
 Tiny Timbers has openings for the upcoming 2019/2020 school year for the following classes. 
MWF PM and TTH PM. Class times for the PM classes: 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM. If you know of anyone 
looking for a quality preschool program that is Christ centered, please tell them about Tiny Timbers. 
Email - paula@westgreentree.org or call the church -717-653-5367. 
 As we are checking supplies for the coming year there are some supplies that are needed. If 
you would like to donate you can put the supplies near or on the door at the Tiny Timbers office. 
Paper Towels      Birthday Napkins     Cheap regular napkins                Gallon baggies- zip close 
Snack baggies     Quart baggies          3-ounce plastic drinking cups   Elmer’s Glue           Lysol Cleaner       
Lysol Spray               Tall Kitchen bags                          Magic cleaning erasers  
Refill liquid hand soap (not antibacterial)                           Regular Post-it size sticky notes (3 x 3) 
 Thank you for your kindness, many prayers, encouragement and love for this wonderful out-
reach at West Green Tree.  
 We need you all to help bring the Love and Joy of Jesus to these small ones.    
                                                         

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest                                                      

in the kingdom of heaven?”  He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them.   

And He said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never en-

ter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven.  And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

Matthew 18:1-5 (NIV) 

Community Cupboard of Eliza-
bethtown 
Below is a list of items the Com-
munity Cupboard of Elizabeth-
town  is in need of the following. 
Food donations may be placed in the lobby 
on the shelves next to the church mailboxes.  
12 oz applesauce, canned fruit (all types), 
canned potatoes/instant potatoes, canned 
spinach, canned mixed vegetables, canned 
cream style corn, canned carrots, canned 
soup (we have plenty of chicken noodle  &                       
tomato), Chef Boyardee items, pasta sauce, 
canned chicken, ketchup, mayo, jelly, salad 
dressings, crackers, snacks, juice, coffee 

Camp Swatara Weekend 
The church will be heading to Camp Swatara                                  
August 9th - 11th for the annual camping week-
end. There will be a church service at camp on 
Sunday morning at 10 am. Pastor Mick will share 
what God has laid on his heart at camp. If you are 
not camping & wish to come to Camp Swatara for 
just the Sunday morning service you are                    
welcome! For those folks that are NOT camping, 
we will have one combined service at West Green 
Tree on Sunday, August 11th, at 10:30 am. Sunday 
School will be held at 9:15 am. Dick Dickason will 
share what God has laid on his heart at the 
church.  

mailto:paula@westgreentree.org
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August Servants 

 August 4 August 11 August 18 August 25 

Scripture & Sermon The Lost Sheep 
Matthew 18:10-14 

Pastor Mick 

The Mustard Seed 
Matthew 13:31-35 

Dick Dickason 

The Wise Builder 
Luke 6:46-49 
Pastor Mick 

The Lost Son 
Luke 15:11-32 

Pastor Mick 

Pianist/Organist Ryan Arndt Brenda Geib Leslie Allen Ryan Arndt 

Special Music Noah Burger   Audrey Garber 

Chorister June Kolp Allison Huber Regena Tripp Liane Sucharski 

Greeters 8 am Ruth Carlson Charles Groff Daryl & Angie Harnish Ed Horst 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Helen Weber & Kathe-
rine Gebhard 

Matt & Heather Haver-
kamp 

Colton & Brienna 
Brown 

Steve Bender 

Welcome Center                                  
8 am 

Julie Ramsey Sarah Clugston Blaine Youtz June Kolp 

Welcome Center    
10:30 am 

Regena Tripp Ralph Daniels Linda Tripp Dennis & Ann Saylor 

Worship  Leader Leslie Allen Allison Huber Kelsey Hollinger Linda Tripp 

Ushers Jason, Holly, & Claire 
Leonard, Evan Su-

charski, Henry Harry 

Jay Forry, SandraLee 
Dickason, Gene Walmer, 

Jim Kolp, Bill Tripp 

Shane Schwanger, 
Walt Schwanger,  

Brenda Axe, Duane 
Bender, Stephaine 

Runkle 

Evan Sucharski, Jay Forry, 
Henry Harry, Gene 
Walmer, Mel Geib 

Deacons/Anointing Doug & Darlene 
Breneman 

Jim & Polly Shumate June Kolp Dave & Ruthie Haw-
thorne 

Sound Room 8 am     

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

    

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

  Scott & Christie 
Farmer 

 

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Chad & Audrey Garber Don & Donna Weaver June & Sarah Kolp  

 June & July Stats 

 June 23 June 30 July 7 July 14 July 21 

Total Worship 169 157 128 152 164 

Sunday School 109 None reported None reported None reported 109 

General $5,809.00 $2,913.00 $5,403.00 $8,103.00 $4,562.00 

Building $650.00 $300.00 $1,325.00 $210.00 $250.00 

Deacon    $80.00  

Seminary $75.00 $150.00  $30.00 $150.00 



740 Greentree Road 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

  

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

 
 

Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant 
paula@westgreentree.org  

 
 

Phone: 717-653-5367 
Fax: 717-653-5056 

 
 

www.westgreentree.org 
 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Our Purpose Statement: 
 

“To Know, Love, & Follow                   
Jesus by serving All” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 Sunday School 9:15 am 
 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
 
Monday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 7 pm 
 
Wednesday: Youth @ 6:30 pm 
 

 


