
 Cody Schwanger’s Thoughts 

WGT Calendar 2 

Easter Events 4 

Scriptures, Servants, & Stats 5 

Tiny Timbers Tidbits 6 

Youth News 7 

Witness Highlights 8 & 9 

Inside this issue: 

April 2019 

A Second Chance 
God always wants the best for us, 

But in Eden we sinned;                                 

we really blew it. 

We disobeyed God’s direct decree; 

We separated from Him,                            

and we knew it. 
You’d think we’d learn to                                

behave  ourselves, 

But through all time,                                      

we just kept doing it; 

Piling wrong on top of wrong, 

Our punishment—we kept accruing it. 
Jesus came and changed all that; 

He paid the price for all our sins; 

When we repent and believe in Him, 

We change, and a better life begins. 
Easter stands for a second chance 

For us to choose to put things right; 

If we repent, and really believe, 

Our record is polished                                

clean and bright. 
When Jesus rose from the dead                    

back then, 

He guaranteed our eternal life, 

Reunited with God in heaven, 

Free from tears and fears and strife. 
Easter ensures paradise 

For all of us, for you and me; 

We’re reconciled to our                             

Lord and King 

For now and all eternity. 

-- Joanna Fuchs 

Christian Liberty; When Scripture isn’t Clear 
 

 As our world becomes continually smaller, it is becoming harder for 
Christians to see the line between what they have the “liberty” or rather the 
“freedom” to do or not do. Truthfully we as followers of Christ tend to live in 
the grey areas of our faith. We see the black and white where we are told                       
specifically what to do or not to do, the “Thou shall not’s” so to speak. And 
while we may from time to time trip up in the black and white, we spend most 
of our time in the grey areas, where many find the confusion in what we can 
and cannot do.   
 It is good news for us that there was a church located in Corinth that 
was in the same situation themselves centuries ago. Corinth, being centrally 
located between several major cities, found itself as an economic power house 
where merchants came from all over the region to trade goods. As a result of 
this, Corinth became a highly populated city housing virtually every culture of 
that time. This naturally led to the heavy worship of idols of every kind. The 
Corinthians virtually had an idol for everything and there was nowhere the 
Christian could go to get away from it. For instance, every temple and every 
public building would have been dedicated to an idol. So it was common for 
each of these temples and buildings to have animal sacrifices performed in 
their halls. What this meant for the Christians in this city was that all meat sold 
in the market was sacrificed and dedicated to idols. 
 This had serious repercussions for the follower of Christ. Every time 
they were invited to a neighbor’s house, a wedding or any event that had a 
meal served, would have been off limits to the Christian. The simple point is 
that many Christians felt that they could no longer eat meat at all so long as 
they were in Corinth. Other Christians, supposedly more established and                  
mature in their faith felt strongly that because they knew full well that the idols 
were not gods and that there was only one true God, Jesus Christ; that there 
was no reason to worry whether or not they ate the meat. This apparently             
became a source of conflict within the Corinthian Church and whether or not 
they had the freedom to eat meat or not. They were living in the grey areas. 
 In 1 Corinthians chapter 8-10 Paul takes time to address this conflict. In 
chapter 8 Paul acknowledges his brothers in Christ who felt that they could eat 
meat and agreed with them that it did not matter on the surface, because after 
all they were right, there is only one God. He makes the case though, that by 
the more mature Christian eating meat, there was the potential to cause a 
brother new to the faith to stumble. In other words the new Christian may            
misunderstand why they were eating meat and lead them back into idol                    
worship. Paul then makes this bold claim that if eating meat causes a brother 
to stumble that he would then never eat meat again. So the question someone 
might jokingly have is whether or not Paul is asking us to be vegetarians today. 
Or on a more serious note, how is this relevant to us? Paul continues in chapter 
nine by making the case not that we should all be vegetarians, but that there 
are many freedoms that he could have enjoyed but chooses not to because of 
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 Continued from Front 

the effects it could have on others. 
 Ending in chapter 10 Paul brings his instructions to a close. He writes in verses 23-33: 
 

23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I 
have the right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. 24 No one 

should seek their own good, but the good of others. 
25 Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of con-

science, 26 for, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” 
27 If an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever 
is put before you without raising questions of conscience.28 But if some-
one says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, 

both for the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of con-
science. 29 I am referring to the other person’s conscience, not yours. For 
why is my freedom being judged by another’s conscience?30  If I take part 

in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of some-
thing I thank God for? 

31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 
God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of 

God 33 even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my 
own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 

 

 Paul wanted his Corinthian brothers and sisters in Christ to understand that their actions have 
consequences, and that we need to be aware of them. An example that helps to make this point is 
whether or not Christians should drink alcohol. We have all heard both sides of this discussion at                    
almost overstated levels. One might point out various verses that point to all the warnings against 
drinking and verses that point to drunkenness. While others might point out that the bible never                
actually says that drinking alcohol is a sin. Or perhaps they may point out that Jesus and the disciples 
all drank wine. This is a grey area issue and both sides of the coin feel they are justified in the position. 
I wonder what the apostle Paul might say to us if he were observing this conversation. I think he would 
want us to ask ourselves a few questions for when we are in the “Grey Areas”  
 He may want us to ask ourselves first, will it cause another to stumble? Or could your actions 
bring a person farther away from God rather than closer? Secondly we might ask ourselves if it is                   
beneficial to us and others; is what we are doing helpful or positive, does it build you up and others in 
Christ? Lastly we may consider if our actions are constructive. These questions need to be discerned 
with wisdom and in light of Christ. Virtually we can and do frequently justify our actions away. But if 
we use these questions seriously as a guide one might come to the conclusion that if drinking alcohol 
cause another to stumble, I will never drink alcohol again. Others might at least decide that when they 
do drink that they will be considerate of where and when and in front of whom they drink, as well as 
being aware of their surroundings as to not cause others to stumble. 
 The points that Paul wants to be made clear are that we as Christians may feel free to exercise 
our spiritual freedom through Christ. What he wants to make equally clear, is that just because we 
have freedom in Christ, does not mean we have the freedom to do everything. Sometimes it means 
we have the freedom not to do some things. The freedom to restrain from. This is the reflective 
thought, that if it doesn’t build others up in Christ or you, then it may not be worth doing. Our                        
freedom in Christ should not be abused, rather respected and enjoyed in light of Christ. 

May God richly bless you this month of April.                                                                                

Cody Schwanger  
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      Anniversaries 

4/3 - Don & Sandy Kopp 

4/4 - John & Laurie Hollinger 

4/15 - Dave & Ruth Hawthorne 

4/23 - Zac & Heidi Grove 

4/29 - Dan & Krista Dickson  

Birthdays 

4/1 - Don Weaver 
4/3 - Nick Miller                                   

 Don Thompson 
4/4 - Donna Coble                            

 Chris Stoppard 
4/5 - Zane Seitz                          

 Pat Trout              

 Brantley Daniels 

4/6 - Ruthanne Gruber                                     

         Allison Huber   

 Keaton Sheetz 

4/7 - Cody Dupler 

4/8 - Sylvia Weaver 

4/9 - Jen Miller 

4/12 -Isaiah Sheetz 

            Lucy Youtz 
4/14 - Steve Smith                                

 Regena Tripp 

4/15 - Lauren Haverkamp                          
            Lisa Kershner 

 Shawn O’Brien 
4/16 - Todd Sieber                             

 Tammy Sieber 
4/17 - Mel Geib                          

 Jason Leonard 

4/19 - Landon Harnish 
4/20 - Brienna Brown          

 Jean Sprenkle 

4/21 - Naomi Clugston                                    
           Lillian Youtz                         

 Fiona VanWinkle 

4/23 - Alec Drawbaugh 
4/25 - Jackie Hemperly                   

 Shawn Vago 

 Dana Youtz 

4/27 - Connor Ruhl 

4/28 - Leslie Allen 

4/29 - Joseph Farmer 

Easter Season Events 
*Sunday, April 14th, is Palm Sunday. Services will operate at 
their regular times this day. 
*Thursday, April 18th, at 7 pm is Love Feast 
*Friday, April 19th, the church office will be closed for Good           
Friday. 
*Sunday, April 21st, is Easter Sunday. A Sunrise Service will be 
held at 6:15 am followed by a breakfast at 7:00 am. Sunday 
School will take place at 9:15 am followed by a combined 
worship service at 10:30 am. There will be no 8 am service 
this day. 
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April Servants 

 April 7 April 14 
Palm Sunday 

April 21 
Easter Sunday 

April 28 

Scripture &               
Sermon 

More than Conquer-
ors Part 2 

Romans 8:31-39 
Pastor Mick 

Behold the Lamb! 
Pastor Mick 

The Verdict! 
John 3:1-15 
Pastor Mick 

John 4:13-14 
Shawn O’Brien 

Pianist/Organist Leslie Allen Ryan Arndt Ryan Arndt Brenda Geib 

Special Music Choir Ryan Arndt Choir WGT Kid’s Choir 

Chorister June Kolp Regena Tripp Liane Sucharski Glenn Weaver 

Greeters 8 am Steve & Mindy Smith Carey & Paula Brandt None Steve & Nel Bender 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Charles & Marily 
Keener 

Jason & Holly Leonard Duane Bender & Jim 
Spickler 

Laurie Hollinger & Luetta 
Hess 

Welcome Center                                  
8 am 

Steve & Mindy Smith Leslie Allen None Sarah Clugston 

Welcome Center   
10:30 am 

Linda Tripp Jason & Holly Leonard Jim Spickler  Cindy Collins 

Worship  Leader Leslie Allen Liane Sucharski Kelsey Hollinger Ralph Daniels 

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class Sojourners SS Class 

Deacons/Anointing Phil & Donna                                
Hollinger 

Doug & Darlene                     
Breneman 

Jim & Polly Shumate June Kolp 

Sound Room 8 am Jerry Huber & Zane 
Seitz 

Greg Seitz & Nick Sieber None Jerry Huber & Greg Seitz 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Duane Martin & Greg 
Seitz 

Duane Martin & Jeff 
Schwanger 

Jerry Huber & Jason 
Leonard 

Jeff & Shane Schwanger 

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

 The Farmer Family  None June & Sarah Kolp 

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Jason & Holly Leonard    

February & March Stats 

 February 24 March 3 March 10 March 17 

Total Worship 175 181 171 183 

Sunday School 130 123 121 115 

General $4,372.00 $4,711.00 $5,684.66 $6,416.00 

Building    $550.00 

Deacon  $500.00 $50.00  

Seminary  $70.00 $600.00 $110.00 
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Spring has sprung and excitement fills the air at Tiny Timbers!  To beat the 
“winter blues”, the MWF classes spent the month of March celebrating                     
Dr. Seuss, Saint Patrick’s Day, and Spring.  A few special activities included 
painting with random objects and dressing 
“crazy” for Wacky Wednesday, reading Fox 

in Socks by Dr. Seuss on Crazy Sock 
Day, creating shamrocks with fab-
ric scraps and marble painting, and 
exploring a garden of flowers in 
our sensory table.  We also hosted         
Mystery Readers, in which parents, 
grandparents, siblings, and friends 
made surprise appearances to read 
us stories.  During the month of April, we will be learning about the 

Easter Story through Bible stories, crafts, and hands-on activities, such as baking Resurrection Rolls.  
Please stop by the Tiny Timbers hallway to view the children’s art                        creations each month.  

The children take great pride in having their work on display! 
In Christ, 

Miss Carrie 
Tiny Timbers MWF Pre-K Teacher 

 

 

Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight 
 

Makiah Kopp 
1. The thing I am best at is: Riding my motorcycle. 
2. What is something your family does together around Easter? Go for an Easter Egg Hunt and get the most eggs. 
3. What is the best thing that happened to you today? That Toby (our dog) got to sleep in my room. 
4. What is the worst tasting food that you have ever eaten? Snails (FYI - she has never had snails) 
5. I like when my dad hugs me. 
 

Aaron Koser 
1. The thing I am best at is: Running and games and math. 
2. What is something your family does together around Easter? We get together with family. 
3. What is the best thing that happened to you today? I played in the curtain store while mommy shopped. 
4. What is the worst tasting food that you have ever eaten? Hot sauce. 
5. I like when my dad plays games and catch. 
 

Brice White 
1. The thing I am best at is: Sharing. 
2. What is something your family does together around Easter? Hunting for eggs. 
3. What is the best thing that happened to you today? I got to play with my friends. 
4. What is the worst tasting food that you have ever eaten? Chocolate covered watermelon. 
5. I like when my dad takes me to special places. 
 

Savannah Spang 
1. The thing I am best at is: Helping each other. 
2. What is something your family does together around Easter? Find Easter Eggs outside. 
3. What is the best thing that happened to you today? Playing toys with my mom, Marjorie. 
4. What is the worst tasting food that you have ever eaten? Kiwi. 
5. I like when my dad takes me biking and plays toys with me. 

 

Miss Teresa, Miss Carrie, & 
Miss Cindy on Wacky 

Wednesday Crazy Sock Day! 

“Garden” Sensory Table 
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Youth News 
The past month has been filled with the awesome works of God. 
  The youth put a great deal of effort into preparing a meaningful 
worship experience for Youth Sunday on March 3. (see photos)  They 
chose to build the service around Paul’s message to Timothy in                               
1 Timothy 4:10-16.  The service was a testament to the good gifts that 
God gives each of us to be used for His glory.  We are proud of their 
willingness to allow God to use them in powerful ways.  We hope you 
were able to take an opportunity to commend and encourage them to 
continue to use their gifts for the benefit of others.  May we all be eager for the gifts of the Spirit,                     
excelling in them to build up the church. (1 Cor. 14:12) 

  In addition to Youth Sunday, we are working through a series                         
entitled, Mine.   Encouraging each other to develop a faith of our own.  We 
have seen how developing and a strengthening our own faith can occur in 
many ways.  It isn’t just about knowing the right things, we need to do like 
Jesus, spend time with fellow believers, serve others and trust God in the 
tough times – knowing He can work in us to work through us.  We also                   
recognize that doubt is normal and God can use our doubts to strengthen 
our faith too. 

  The next few weeks will feature a lesson on Phones, Following Jesus and a series from SVPS,            
Sexuality by Design.  Please continue to hold our youth in prayer as they develop a faith of their own 
and continue to figure out what following Jesus looks like for them.  Also continue to hold our                            
volunteers in prayer as they continually serve and walk alongside our youth on this journey.   As                             
disciples of Jesus, we desire for others to become His disciple too.  
  Looking ahead, the youth have a Glow Bowling evening planned for Friday, April 12.  The youth 
will also be hosting a Roller Skating evening for the whole WGT family on Wednesday, May 22 from 5 
pm til 8 pm at Mount Gretna Roller Skating Rink.  Please plan to join us for a family friendly evening of 
roller skating and fun. 

Tiny Timbers Sub Sale 
Tiny Timbers is selling subs. Orders 
may be placed until April 16th. An         
order form is located at the infor-
mation center for you to place your 
order. If you wish to sell subs FOR Tiny 
Timbers, please see Cindy Seitz for an 
order form. Sub pick-up will be in the 
Fellowship Hall Thursday, April 25th, 
between 4:30 pm & 6:30 pm. Thank 
you in advance for your support! 
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Witness News 

 

The Witness Commission thanks you for supporting the baby shower for Susque-
hanna valley pregnancy services. We were blown away by the love and support you 
showed through gifts, financial donations and even lots of handmade items. Thank 

you again so much. It makes a big impact! 
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Nurture sponsored a family game night along with 
pizza, chicken corn soup and lots of desserts. A fun 

time was had by all! About 75 people attended. 
Thanks for coming out to have a good time with 

your church family! 
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Our Purpose Statement: 
 

“To Know, Love, & Follow                   
Jesus by serving All” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 Sunday School 9:15 am 
 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 
 
Monday:  Ladies Bible Study @ 7 pm 
 
Wednesday: Youth @ 6:30 pm 
 
Thursday: Men’s Bible Study @ 7 pm 

 


