April 2018

From the Director of Youth Ministries

THE SIGNATURE OF SPRING
As I stand by my window and
breath the fresh air, I
notice Spring's signature
penned everywhere:
The snow's disappearing beneath
greening grass, while buds
and green sprouts are
emerging at last.
New plumage embellishes birds on
the wing, and a fresh
note of joy sparks each song
that they sing.
An early Spring shower pours
droplets of white, as a wintering
cloud slowly makes it's last flight.

In wakening woods I can hear
peepers sing; redundant their
song, yet as new as each Spring.
As I stand by my window and
breathe God's fresh air, I rejoice
in Spring's signature penned
everywhere.
Loise Pinkerton Fritz
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Mary had a little lamb
Little lamb, little lamb
Mary had a little lamb
Its fleece was white as snow
And everywhere that Mary went
Mary went, Mary went
Everywhere that Mary went
The lamb was sure to go

Was Mary a shepherd?
Are you a shepherd?
As a church when we hear the term shepherd we may think of Psalm 23, the
Lord is my shepherd, or perhaps you recall Jesus using this metaphor to describe himself. (cf. John 10) In both instances we gain insight as to how a good
shepherd cares for the flock. The good shepherd cares for his sheep, providing
them with all they need. But are we shepherds?
Peter, one of Jesus closest companion tells us we are:
Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not
pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.
In my current course, we are studying leadership and what it looks like in God’s
story, the Bible. We looked at both the shepherd leaders of the Old Testament
as well as the Chief Shepherd, Jesus in the New Testament. God offers us much
wisdom about tending his flock.
In Peter’s letter we see the emphasis of shepherd leaders setting the example
to the flock. We get the same message from Paul in his letters to the early
church where he tells them to “imitate” him. Leaders have a responsibility to
set the example in order for others to learn by seeing. This seems like a great
responsibility and it is, but fortunately we have a benchmark, Scripture.
Jesus told his followers to “rule like the one who serves,” but most wonderfully
Jesus did as he taught, “I am among you as one who serves.” In Jesus’ physical
absence after His ascension, the apostles must remember their responsibility
to: “deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me,” per Jesus.
To follow Jesus means not to live for one’s self, rather to humbly follow Him
and serve others. Jesus as the good shepherd acts humbly in the best interest
of His sheep, to the point of death to save their (eternal) lives.
The question remains are you a shepherd? Peter tells us we are shepherds of
God’s people. Whether there are people in your care at work, at home or at
church, whether you lead in an official capacity or not, God tells us to love
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“to grow in the Grace and Knowledge of our LORD and SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.”
The youth of WGT have had a busy few weeks preparing for Youth Sunday. For weeks they discussed as
a group how they wanted to lead the congregation in worship of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The decision
to focus the service around 2 Corinthians 5:7, “For we live by faith, not by sight,” was made quickly and with full
agreement. The discussion continued in a fashion of choosing songs as well as opportunities for a variety of
youth to participate in the worship service. The service, while designed to worship the Lord, revealed the personality of our youth as their fingerprints were all over it. They understood the reason for each part of the worship service, reasoning going far beyond personal preferences.
This was a wonderful experience, to see our youth “doing” their faith. They were able to move from
learning and discussing to making their faith more solid through work. Many of the youth were able put their
faith into words and share them with their church family. As one of our youth mentioned, challenges in life serve
as opportunities to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The preparation of a
worship service was a challenge for them, but I am certain that it has in fact allowed them to grow in His grace
and knowledge of Him.
In addition to Youth Sunday, we have also been planning on combining efforts with the First Wednesday
ministry to offer a fund raiser dinner. This fellowship opportunity has been rescheduled for Wednesday, April 4.
Please consider attending this opportunity to support our youth and enjoy a wonderful time with your church
family.
The Youth have also scheduled a roller skating outing at Mount Gretna Roller Rink for Wednesday,
March 21. The whole church is invited. We look forward to this opportunity for the church family to fellowship
together outside of our normal gatherings on Sunday mornings.
We are hoping to wrap up a series entitled More Than Friends. This series is focused on relationships of
all kinds. We want to see people as Jesus sees them and have healthy relationships. To consider how people
treat us and how we are to treat others is central to this Wednesday evening series.
Looking forward we have a Youth Lock In scheduled for Laser Dome on Friday, April 27. By the time the
newsletter comes out, six of our young ladies will have attended the Confidence Conference. These opportunities allow our youth to spend time together with others that seek to know Christ as well as time with adults that
desire the best for each of them.
I want to express my gratitude to Amanda, Brienna, Colton, Dane and Lauren for all their efforts in the
youth ministry at West Green Tree. They continually show the love of God for the students of our church. They
desire for the youth to more fully know God’s grace and for all of us to grow in the knowledge of Jesus as our
Lord and Savior. The youth and adults appreciate the congregation’s words of affirmation and support in this
ministry.
Parents please watch for our emails. We are now using Mailchimp to create our emails, they will be
from WGT Youth. Please check your spam and/or add us to your safe list. If you would like to keep up to date
with our youth, consider joining our Facebook group. Please email shawn@westgreentree.com if you would like
to be added to the Facebook group, or if you are a parent and have not been receiving the emails. We are also
utilizing a group to communicate with our youth on Instagram.
Please continue to hold the youth in your prayers. Be grateful that in the busy of life they desire to part
of the church family at West Green Tree. Pray that they will grow not only in the knowledge of Jesus as their
savior, but as their Lord and that they would accept and know His grace each day.
For Him and His Kingdom,
Shawn
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His flock. It is the second greatest of His commands.
Scripture offers a variety of lessons on leadership. Paul gives
Timothy and Titus some wonderful guidelines for leadership.
Throughout we learn of the private faithfulness of individuals
prior to being called to lead God’s flock. Shepherds often do
their most important work while no one else is looking. A good
shepherd must have integrity to serve in the best interest of the
Master’s flock even when it is challenging or to self-detriment.
To care for God’s flock, requires a choice, to deny self or deny
Christ.
As shepherds of God’s flock, in order to imitate Him, we must
spend time in His word and in prayer to grow in our knowledge
of Him. In knowing Him, we will grow in our love of Him and
desire to obey Him. In time we become more like Christ and
become his representatives in the world. Our service, and shepherding serves as the tangible example of Christ love for us.
Serve His flock, humbly, willingly, diligently, obediently, because
it is what God wants, and what He commands of those that
claim Him as their Savior and Lord.

For Him and His Flock
Shawn O’Brien
I

1 Peter 5:2-4
1 Corinthians 4:16 and second letter to the 2 Thessalonians 3:9

ii

Iii

Luke 22

VBS NEEDS YOUR HELP!
VBS is July 16th - 20th this year
so mark your calendars! We are
looking for 3 or 4 people to help
with the planning for this year’s
VBS, Shipwrecked - Rescued by
Jesus. We are looking for people who can help with
brainstorming & organizing
different areas of VBS (Crafts,
Snacks, Games, Pre K & K
Games). Prayerfully consider
helping. Please contact Allison
Huber with questions/
concerns.

Anniversaries
4/3 - Don & Sandy Kopp
4/4 - John & Laurie Hollinger
4/15 - Dave & Ruth Hawthorne
4/23 - Zac & Heidi Grove
4/29 - Dan & Krista Dickson
Birthdays
4/1 - Don Weaver
4/3 - Nick Miller
Don Thompson
4/4 - Donna Coble
Chris Stoppard
4/5 - Zane Seitz
Pat Trout
Brantley Daniels
4/6 - Ruthanne Gruber
Allison Huber
Keaton Sheetz
4/7 - Cody Dupler
4/8 - Sylvia Weaver
4/9 - Jen Miller
4/12 -Isaiah Sheetz
Lucy Youtz
4/14 - Steve Smith
Regena Tripp
4/15 - Lauren Haverkamp
Lisa Kershner
Shawn O’Brien
4/16 - Todd Sieber
Tammy Sieber
4/17 - Mel Geib
Jason Leonard
4/19 - Landon Harnish
4/20 - Brienna Brown
Jean Sprenkle
4/21 - Naomi Clugston
Tracy Drescher
Lillian Youtz
Fiona VanWinkle
4/23 - Alec Drawbaugh
4/25 - Jackie Hemperly
Shawn Vago
4/27 - Connor Ruhl
4/28 - Leslie Allen
4/29 - Joe Farmer
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April Servants
April 1

April 8

April 15

April 22

April 29

Scripture &
Sermon

He Saw &
Believed
John 20:1-9
Pastor Mick

“Mary”
John 20:10-18
Pastor Mick

“Receive the Holy
Spirit”
John 20:19-23
Pastor Mick

“My Lord and My
God!”
John 20:24-31
Pastor Mick

“It is the Lord!”
John 21:1-14
Pastor Mick

Pianist/Organist

Ryan Arndt

Ryan Arndt & Brenda
Geib

Ryan Arndt

Leslie Allen

Leslie Allen

Special Music

Choir

Allison Huber

Choir

Kid’s Choir

Chorister

Regena Tripp

Regena Tripp

June Kolp

June Kolp

Regena Tripp

Greeters 8 am

NONE

Greg & Julie Ramsey

Adrienne & Grace
Fellenbaum

Carey & Paula
Brandt

Zane Seitz

Greeters
10:30 am

Bill & Regena
Tripp

Helen Weber &
Katherine Gebhard

Phil & Donna
Hollinger

Charlie & Tracy
Drescher

Steve & Duane
Bender

Welcome Center
8 am

NONE

Julie Ramsey

June Kolp

Steve Hiller

Jim Spickler

Welcome Center
10:30 am

Regena Tripp

Linda Tripp

Phil & Donna
Hollinger

Todd & Lisa Shelly

Cindy Collins

Worship Leader

Pastor Mick

Linda Tripp

Ralph Daniels

Allison Huber

Brenda Axe

Ushers

Youth

New Horizons SS

Faith Seekers SS

Sojourners SS Class

Deacons/Anointing

Jeff & Dori
Schwanger

Clint & Julie Arndt

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Marlin & Rose Hibshman

June Kolp

Sound Room 8 am

NONE

Jerry Huber & Nick
Sieber

Jerry Huber &
Justin Arndt

Jerry Huber & Nick
Sieber

Jerry Huber & Zane
Seitz

Sound Room
10:30 am

Jerry Huber &
Greg Seitz

Shane Schwanger &
Jason Leonard

Duane Martin &
Jeff Schwanger

Greg Seitz & Jason
Leonard

Duane Martin &
Shane Schwanger

8 am
Nursery/Toddler

NONE

Linda Spickler &
Hailey Tippet

Julie Ruhl

Kathy Martin

Linda Spickler &
Hailey Tippet

10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Polly Shumate

Jason & Holly Leonard

Marilyn Keener &
Nick Ellison

Kelsey Hollinger

The Haverkamp
Family

February & March Stats
February 25

March 4

March 11

March 18

Total Worship

182

216

224

184

Sunday School

141

142

131

116

General

$4,905.00

$6,343.00

$6,351.00

$3,661.00

$520.00

$30.00

$390.00

$50.00

Building
Deacon

$35.00

$575.00

Seminary

$125.00

$214.00

$155.00
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Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight
Each month, Tiny Timbers will feature several students in the “Student Spotlight”
section of the Evergreen News. This will give you a chance to get to know the children that attend Tiny Timbers by name and a little bit about them.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Leland Powell
What are you really good
at? Feeding the dogs
What is your favorite
thing to do with your family? Going to hockey
What is your favorite
outfit to wear? Camo
What makes you happy
when you are sad? My
dog, Ruger
What is your favorite
food? Pancakes
What is love? When you
give a hug
How much does a car
cost? A lot of dollars
What is the healthiest
thing you can eat? Watermelon
What is your favorite
thing to do outside? Play
with brother & sister
One food I really don’t
like? Peppers

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

Bethany Pierce
What do you want to be when
you grow up? A Princess
What is your favorite thing to do
with your family? Play games
What is something you are thankful for? My mommy & daddy &
my baby dolls
What is your favorite game? Candyland
What is the best thing you did
this summer? Picked flowers for
mommy
What is your favorite book? I Spy
If you could pick one animal as
your pet what would it be &
why? A puppy because I like
them & they are tiny & fuzzy &
they grow up to be a dog
Who is your best friend? Tessa
What is the best thing about being 4 years old? You get to wear
pretty clothes
What makes you happy? When
mommy makes pancakes/waffles
for breakfast

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.

Olivia Lourdon
What are you really good at?
Drawing
What is your favorite thing to do
with family? Give hugs & kisses
to them
What is your favorite outfit? My
heart pants
What makes you happy when
you are sad? When mommy &
daddy give me hugs & kisses
What is your favorite food? Special K
What is love? Caring about
someone like giving them hugs &
kisses
How much does a car cost? $50
What is the healthiest thing you
can eat? Apple
What is your favorite thing to do
outside? Play with Chase, our
neighbor
One food I really don’t like? M &
Ms

Our Savior has risen and spring has sprung! Alleluia! The children and staff at Tiny
Timbers have been anxiously awaiting warmer days to explore outside. To beat the
“winter blues”, the MWF classes spent the month of March and beginning of April
celebrating Dr. Seuss, Saint Patrick’s Day, and Easter. Special activities included
Wacky Wednesday, pajama day, a visit from Dublin the Leprechaun who left golden
chocolates at the end of a rainbow hunt, and celebrating Holy Week and Easter
through Bible stories, cross crafts, and music. Please stop by the Tiny Timbers hallway to view the children’s
art creations. They are VERY proud to have their work on the walls!
On a personal note, I feel extremely blessed to be welcomed into the Pre-K teaching position here at Tiny Timbers. I love that I am able to share my Faith, as well as my passion for literacy with the children. They continue to amaze me with their stories and hard work, and completely warm my heart! Thank you to the Witness
Committee, the Tiny Timbers staff and families, Pastor Mick, and the West Greentree congregation for providing me this opportunity.
Kindest regards,
Miss Carrie
Tiny Timbers MWF Pre-K Teacher
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

Graham Marshall
What do you want to be when
you grow up? Ice cream maker
What is your favorite thing to
do with your family? Play Monopoly
What is something you are
thankful for? Stuffed animals
What is your favorite game?
Monopoly
What is the best thing you did
this summer? go to the beach
What is your favorite book?
Little Bunny Foo Foo
If you could pick one animal as
your pet, what would it be &
why? Dog because dogs are
cute
Who is your best friend? Tyler
What is the best thing about
being 5 1/2 years old? That I’m
going to turn 6 & get presents
What makes you happy? Dad,
mom & Tyler

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Cali McCrea
What is your favorite place in
the world? School
What is your favorite color?
Blue
What is your favorite part of
the day at preschool? Riding
bikes
What is love? Hugging & giving
kisses
Name your favorite toy. Baby
Go Bye-Bye
How tall are you? Sixteen
If you had to give away all your
toys who would you give them
to? Bethany & Olivia
What do you like best about
your siblings? His hugs
If you had a million dollars,
what would you do with it? I
would take it to someone else
What is your favorite animal &
why? A lamb because they are
soft

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

Luke Yoder
What is your favorite place in
the world? Ice cream places
What is your favorite color?
Yellow
What is your favorite part of
the day at preschool? Learning
What is love? It means you love
someone
Name your favorite toy. My big
firetruck
How tall are you? 7 feet
If you had to give away all your
toys, who would you give them
to? Graham because he is my
buddy
What do you like best about
your siblings? When they listen
to me
If you had a million dollars what
would you do with it? Give it to
some other people
What is your favorite animal &
why? Mountain goat because
they look cool

Wacky
Wednesday
Art
Miss Carrie, Miss Teresa, Miss Cindy
on Wacky Wednesday
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Our Purpose Statement

“We intentionally develop friends of
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love
through words and deeds.”

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor
pastormick@westgreentree.org

Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant
paula@westgreentree.org
Phone: 717-653-5367
Fax: 717-653-5056
www.westgreentree.org

Sunday Service Times:
Contemporary Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:15 am
Traditional Worship 10:30 am
Wednesday:
Youth @ 7 pm
Thursday Bible Studies:
Ladies 10 am
Men 7 pm

