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 West Green Tree Church of the Brethren Softball Team is 
back.  This is exciting news for those who enjoy softball.  I’m not excit-
ed to play, but only because the game was never something I felt com-
fortable playing.   I can remember those middle school days of gym 
class dreading my turn to bat.  All I wanted was to hit the ball, I didn’t 
need a homerun or even a double and I didn’t even care if my hit was 
caught, I just didn’t want to strike out.  
 Perhaps you can imagine something which you knew was im-
portant to do but dreaded doing.  Maybe you were afraid to talk in 
front of a group but a public speaking course was required, or maybe 
even the idea of  parallel parking was daunting but necessary to get 
your license.   We all have had to do things that we knew would lead to 
good in the long run, but in the moment we dreaded.   In these cases a 
desire for the end, a driver’s license or diploma, outweighed the dis-
comfort of the task.    
 On the softball team there may come a time when you have to 
play a position in which you are not comfortable.  You must decide that 
the success of the team is more important than your comfort.  You 
may or may not do well, but if you hadn’t stepped from your comfort 
zone the success of the team may have suffered.  I can only imagine if I 
stepped on the field and was asked to play in the field with the expec-
tation of being able to throw and aim well enough to get to the proper 
spot.  If I didn’t value the team or the game, I would certainly just say 
no.  But if I knew the game couldn’t go on without me I would do my 
part.  Being part of a team requires one to put comfort aside in order 
for the team to succeed.  This only happens when we value the end 
more than our comfort.   
 Those persons deciding to play on the WGT softball team have 
recognized that there is required commitment.  They will have to say 
no to something they are currently doing in order to attend practices 
and play games.  Some may have to play a position outside of their 
preferences or the comfort zone.  A successful team will require en-
couraging others and even difficult conversation of correction to en-
sure the best possible performance.   Each player will have to choose if 
they will serve the team. 
 The apostle Paul makes a similar requirement of those that 
claim to be united with Christ.  He tells them to take the attitude of 
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Christ – to be a servant.  He calls followers of 
Jesus – those who are part of team Jesus to 
“value others above yourselves, not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the in-
terest of the others.” (Philippians 2)  With this 
in mind we find that personal comfort and 
preferences will have to become secondary if 
one chooses team Jesus in His church and in all 
of life.  
 My hope is that our softball team enjoys 
much success.  My hope is that each member 
takes the opportunities to move from their 
comfort zone to better the team.   My hope is 
that each person makes wise choices knowing 
that their choices have the power to either 
weaken or improve the team. My hope is that 
the parts of the church will do likewise, seek-
ing not only for the local church to flourish but 
for His kingdom to abound. 
 

For Him and His mission 
Shawn 

Licensed Minister, Shawn O’Brien  
Continued from Cover 

Easter Sunday Services 
Plan to join with your West Green Tree Family 
Sunday, April 4th, EASTER SUNDAY!! 
Service times are listed below. 
**6:30 am - Sunrise Service 
**7 am - Continental Breakfast  (this will be 
‘grab & go’) 
**8 am - Masks Required Service 
**9:15 am Breakfast - (this will be ‘grab & go’)  
& Sunday School (classes will decide if they want 
to meet or not) 
**10:30 am - Masks Optional Service with the 
WGT choir sharing the offertory 

Come & be blessed as we celebrate                            
a Risen Savior! 

Follow His Nudge... 
 As Mick and the Youth have been sharing about Love I am moved to implore you to follow God's nudges                     
in your life.  It will yield more blessings than you can imagine.  I have recently done it & have also seen people              
following it and have witnessed His Love and Blessings flow out of those instances. 
 Youth Sunday - being a parent of 2 of our youth I have enjoyed the worship services that they have 
led.  This year I was nudged to help out and the blessings of that opportunity flowed.  I was able to see how the 
Spirit moved through our young people of the church body.  They were nudged and followed His lead.  I saw ways 
that things could have gone differently if we (the adults helping to organize things) did not allow their vision to 
shine through.  I was blessed by the opportunity more than I even imagined because of His Love and direction in 
the planning and execution of that one church service. 
 Last Sunday, June approached me and asked if she could pray for me.  She said that she was nudged to do 
so and because she followed His lead, we sat together and shared a beautiful moment in the Spirit of our Abba                
Father in prayer.  At the time I was blessed to have her do that, but little did I know that the blessings were just            
beginning.  As I sit here typing this, I am continuing to see God moving.  He hears our prayers and GOD IS GOOD! 
 Follow that nudge - whether it is a phone call asking you to help out with someone, seeing an opportunity 
to help a stranger you see that is struggling or by doing something that is outside your comfort zone.  Pray for God 
to use you and He will! 
                       Allison Huber 
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Serving God Through Your Church 
We are looking for your experiences while serving in ANY capacity at WGT! If you would like to share your 
thoughts/feelings, please contact the church office. This may be done in writing as you see below OR you 
can do a ‘live’ commercial to show during a Sunday service.  
 

A DEACON?  WHO, US????? 
 Who is God?  Who is your God?  Our God is almighty, all powerful, a                    
risen, living Savior & God.  He is not a man made image or powerless created 
thing. 
  Until a few years ago, we were “pew potatoes”.  Christ was our living sac-
rifice and His example was love and service.  The Bible says we are to present 
ourselves as a living sacrifice and about how important love is and how im-
portant the command to serve others is. 
  We had volunteered at the food bank at First Church of God until they moved what days distribu-
tions were done and then we dropped out of that volunteer service.  We started praying and asking God for 
what was next…where did He want us to be of service to others.  It was not long until we were approached 
by Pastor Mick and asked if we would consider serving others by being deacons.  Our initial reaction was no, 
not us…for many reasons.  But we prayed and remembered a recent sermon where they talked about dea-
cons and to not overlook that area of service if you were invited to be deacons.  As such, we said we would 
give it a try. 
  We are not anywhere near perfect and we do not know it all BUT we are willing to be clay in the 
Potter’s hands.  He is molding us and revealing His will, gifts and talents one step at a time.  Faith requires 
action (the Red Sea did not part until they stepped in to it).  Life on earth is short and only what is done for 
Christ will last. 
  Being more on the quiet side, we do not seek contact and relationships but being deacons helps us 
grow in this area and we are able to serve and support others.  We have made new friends, helped others 
in their time of need, celebrated good things with others.  We have a different perspective of life and priori-
ties.  We are learning to appreciate our differences. 
  If you do not serve God by serving others, you are missing out on blessings. 
                        Respectfully, Dan & Nila Grose 
 

 While serving on Nurture, Pastor Mick encouraged us to memorize Ephesians 3:14-21. Verses 17b, 
18 & 20 say, “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love may have power together with all the 
saints, to love Christ. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, accord-
ing to his power that is at work within us…” 
 Being on Nurture helped me to establish stronger relationships with others as we worked and prayed 
together to build up the Kingdom of God at WGT. As part of the Remembrance Committee I get to know & 
love many people in our congregation that I wouldn’t have known otherwise. 
 It’s such an honor and blessing to be a part of the Children’s Ministry. Especially after witnessing 
Youth Sunday and seeing & hearing songs,  prayers and testimonies from those I taught in  1st & 2nd grade.  

 “It is a sacrifice, a sacrifice of praise. For with such sacrifices God is pleased.”  
Hebrews 13:15-16 
 May we be rooted and established in love at WGT and find a place to serve 
Christ, together with all the saints. You will be Blessed!                        
              Kathy Martin 
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Love Feast 

7 pm 
  

2 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed  

3 
  

        Easter     4 
6:30 am Sunrise 

Service                                
7 am Continental 

Breakfast                            
8 am Masks Re-
quired Service             
9:15 Breakfast    

10:30 am Masks 
Optional Service 

 

5 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE 

6 
 

7 
Youth                    

6:30 pm 
NO                           

Unshakable 
Hope 

  
 

8 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                   
7 pm 

9 
Prayer Shawl 

Gathering 
9:30 am 

The Chosen  
7 pm 

10 
   

  11  
8 am Worship 

Masks Required 
Sunday School 

9:15 am                       
10:30 am                      

Worship Masks                   
Optional                                         

  

12 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

Hymn Sing                 
7 pm ONLINE   

 

13 
Commis-

sions 7 pm 
Board 8 pm 

14 
Roller                 

Skating 
5:30 pm                        

Tiny Timbers 
Mtg. 7 pm               

NO                           
Unshakable 

Hope 
 

15 
 Men’s                 

Bible Study                                   
7 pm 

 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

The Chosen  
7 pm 

 
 
 
 

                  17 
  
  

                         18  
8 am Worship 

Masks Required 
Sunday School 

9:15 am                       
10:30 am                     

Worship Masks 
Optional                                         

  

19 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

20 
Executive 
Committee  

7 pm 
  

21 
Youth                    

6:30 pm 
 Unshakable 

Hope                         
7 pm  

22 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                   
7 pm 

23 
 
 

The Chosen  
7 pm 

 
 

  

24 
  

25 
8 am Worship 

Masks Required 
Sunday School 

9:15 am                       
10:30 am                   

Worship Masks 
Optional                                                                     

                                      

26 
WWW                                
7 pm                          

 
Hymn Sing                 

7 pm ONLINE 

27 28 
Youth                    

6:30 pm 
Unshakable 

Hope                   
7 pm  

29 
Men’s Bible 

Study                                   
7 pm 

30 
 
 

The Chosen  
7 pm 
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Drive Your Tractor to Church Sunday 
Tractor Sunday is back for 2021!!!! Plans are already in the 
works for this year. Mark your calendars now for Sunday, 
May 23rd. Paul Maulfair from Garden Chapel will share 
what God has laid on his heart. The Henry Werner Family 
from Mount Joy will share some bluegrass gospel music. 
More details to come! 

 

     Anniversaries 

4/3 - Don & Sandy Kopp 

4/4 - John & Laurie Hollinger 

4/15 - Dave & Ruth Hawthorne 

4/23 - Zac & Heidi Grove 

4/29 - Dan & Krista Dickson  

 

Birthdays 

4/1 - Don Weaver 

4/3 - Nick Miller                                        

4/4 - Donna Coble                             

4/5 - Zane Seitz                           

          Pat Trout                

4/6 - Ruthanne Gruber                                     

          Allison Huber   

4/8 - Sylvia Weaver 

4/9 - Jen Miller 

4/12 - Lucy Youtz 

4/14 - Steve Smith                                  

            Regena Tripp 

4/15    Lisa Kershner   

             Shawn O’Brien 

4/16 - Todd Sieber                                   

            Tammy Sieber 

4/17 - Mel Geib                           

             Jason Leonard 

4/19 - Landon Harnish 

            Paula Jones 

4/20 - Brienna Brown          

4/21 - Naomi Clugston                                    

            Lillian Youtz                                

4/23 - Alec Drawbaugh 

4/25 - Jackie Trout                     

            Shawn Vago 

            Dana Youtz 

4/27 - Connor Ruhl 

4/28 - Leslie Allen 

4/29 - Joseph Farmer 

Staff Needed 
Tiny Timbers Christian Preschool is looking for a Teacher's 
assistant for our Monday/Wednesday/Friday AM class.                   
The hours would be from 8:45 until 12:15. The Assistant 
should have a great love for Christ and also have a great 
love for children. They will be required to have CPR train-
ing and background checks (Criminal History, PA Child 
Abuse and FBI Fingerprints)  Mandated reporting is also                             
required.  If you need more information contact the office 
at  717-653-5367 or info@westgreentree.org . 

Skate Night 
The WGT Youth are                 
sponsoring a skate night 
Wednesday, April 14th, at 
the Mt. Gretna Roller Rink. 
Beginning at 5:30 pm & 
ending around 7:30 pm. 
All are welcome to attend! 
There is no admission cost. 
Skate  rental and snacks/food are not included. Please 
see Shawn O’Brien with questions.  

mailto:info@westgreentree.org
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April Servants 

 April 4 Easter April 11 April 18 April 25 

 “Tetelestai! Mission 

Completed!” 
John 19:28-30, John 

20:1-10, John 21:24-25 
Pastor Mick 

Cody Schwanger 
TBD 

Cody Schwanger 
TBD 

Pastor Mick Allen 
TBD 

     

Greeters ERT Team ERT Team ERT Team ERT Team 

Worship Leader Regena Tripp Greg Seitz Linda Tripp Allison Huber 

AV/Sound Room B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Brienna/Colton 

Brown 

B: Jerry Huber 
PC: Linda Tripp 

B: Brecken Musser 
PC: Allison Huber 

B: Greg Seitz 
PC: Liane Sucharski 

Nursery/Toddler     

9 am Welcome                  
Center 

    

     

Greeters ERT Team ERT Team ERT Team ERT Team 

AV/Sound Room B: Greg Seitz 
PC: Dewey Martin 

C: Clint Arndt 
LS: Clint Arndt 

B: Dave Coble 
PC: Greg Seitz 

C: Laine Sucharski 
LS: JJ Huber 

B: Greg Seitz 
PC: Dewey Martin 
C: Allison Huber 
LS: Jerry Huber 

B: Shane Schwanger 
PC: Dewey Martin 

C: JJ Huber 
LS: Jerry Huber 

Nursery/Toddler     

Pianist/Organist     

Special Music/Offertory WGT Choir Marcia Hawthorne Allison Huber Glenn Weaver 

Worship  Leader Regena Tripp Greg Seitz Linda Tripp Allison Huber 

Ushers Jay Forry, Jim Kolp, 
Mel Geib, Henry Harry, 

Walt Schwanger 

SandraLee Dickason, Walt 
Schwanger, Stephaine 
Runkle, Duane Bender, 

Evan Sucharski 

Bill Tripp, Jason, Holly, 
Claire Leonard, Sandra-

Lee Dickason 

Walt Schwanger, Henry 
Harry, Jay Forry Mel Geib, 

Jim Kolp 

10:30 am  Servants 

8 am Servants 

 2/21 2/28 3/7 3/14 

Total Worship 83 132 125 98 

Sunday School 72 77 95 73 

General $4,725.70 $5,401.50 $4,746.80 $7,038.00 
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Youth News 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with the wonderful 
young people of WGT.  If you haven’t had a chance to watch 
the worship service the youth of WGT led on March 7… stop 
reading this and check it out on the WGT YouTube page.  I 
hope you join me in encouraging them in the many ways in 
which they have utilized their gifts to bring God glory.  We can all be encouraged to know that our 
youth are gifted persons who want to love God and love people.  I encourage you to talk to, encour-
age,  empower and enable them to continue to use their gifts to build the kingdom of God both here 
at WGT and through all areas of their life.  The local church is a wonderful place for each of us to                          

develop and experiment with our gifts.  The 
church can be the community in which failing 
doesn’t make you a failure, but rather an                       
opportunity to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Together we can learn best how each 
of us and our church family can know, love and 
follow Jesus by serving others.  
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Our Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 The prayer shawl is a wearable hug, crafted with love, 
to give comfort and peace to anyone receiving it.  
 The prayer shawl ministry was started in our church 
by Peggi Hiller after the passing of her dear friend Jan                                
Hawthorne. Peggi wanted to do something to honor Jan and 
since she crocheted, the prayer shawl was a great way to                        
honor Jan. The first prayer shawl was made for                               
Helen McCombs and given to her daughter.  
 Peggi then invited anyone in the church interested in 
joining her making prayer shawls to those in need of com-
fort to join her. About a year later we asked permission to 
meet in the church. Once again we invited anyone interest-
ed in the prayer shawl ministry to join us and so it began.  
 Since then our group has given out 73 prayer shawls 
or lap robes to our church members. We expanded our                          
ministry outside the church and have given over 100 prayer 
shawls or lap robes to nursing homes in the area, Hershey 
Med Center, the VA. Hospital in Lebanon, COBYS and the                         
Linus project, which gives blankets to children  ages 0 to 18                      
in the hospital with life altering diseases. 
 Due to the pandemic our outreach has been limited. 
We don't want to miss anyone in need, so if you know                            
of someone in need of prayer and the comfort of a                              
prayer shawl or a lap robe , please contact the church                      
office. We will make sure they receive one.  
 These prayer shawls and lap robes , with God's grace 
give hope, comfort, peace and love to all who receive them.  
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Hi,  
I am Emilia and I have been working, since the beginning of this preschool 
year, with Miss Sarah in the Monday/Wednesday/Friday AM class. I have 
been teaching the students arts and crafts which is very important. It helps 
their creativity, mind and behavior relaxation when they are able to create 

that special idea that they have in mind. They mix colors to present their great idea on a piece of                 
paper. They also have been cutting and pasting and adding other little things to their picture. The 
students love to let their minds dream and create.                                                     

Love, 
                                                                          Miss Emilia - MWF AM class 

 

Miss Emilia’s last day was on Friday March 12th. We will all miss her and pray God’s                                         
Blessings on her and her family.  

Thank you, Miss Emilia   WE LOVE YOU!!! 

Tiny Timbers Monday/Wednesday/Friday 

classes have been learning about their 

five senses.  This art project focuses on 

their sense of touch.  

All classes are learning 

and focusing on Easter 

and the very true meaning 

of this very special time in 

a Christian's walk.  
May you all have a very 

special,  meaningful Easter. 

The Tuesday/Thursday class is                    

talking about nursery rhymes. 

This art project illustrates   

Hickory, Dickory,  Dock.  
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 8 am Masks Required 

 9:15 am Sunday School 
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