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“Peace in the Midst of the Storm”
Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed
him. Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the
waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples
went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to
drown!” He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then
he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man
is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”
Matthew 8:23-27
“I am all stressed out!” That is a feeling we all have from
time to time. It is only human. Life can be overwhelming and we
sense as if we are getting swept off in the raging currents of day to
day living. It comes over us like a squalor. We are ill-prepared and,
like the disciples, feel like we are on the brink of drowning. I don’t
think we ever plan to be stressed. I don’t know of anyone who
writes in the calendar that I will be stressed out next Tuesday. Most
of us plan to avoid it!
But the storms come and we are swept away by fear and
despair. What is a person to do?
Well, I believe this passage has some important truths about
how we are to approach stress and worry in life. Frist, God is in
your boat. We are a vessel for the Holy Spirit and Christ lives IN us.
Before the storms come, and they will, don’t forget that God is right
there with you. He is at peace and wants to share that peace with
you in every circumstance. Look to Jesus for comfort and then
tackle the storm. Find HIS peace and the waves of fear will subside.
Second, we are not capable to calm the storm, but Jesus is!
He has the power and the loving willingness to still the most powerful waves. Give our problems, our circumstances and our defeated,
deflated and despairing thoughts to Him. He will lighten up our
hearts and let us know that things are going to be alright.
Finally, we all need to decide, “What kind of man is this?” Is
Jesus the one who can calm the waters or not? If He is not, then we
can keep striving by our own human endeavors to calm the storm
and get nowhere. If He is, then we can find peace in the midst of
the storm and land on solid ground.
Peace!

Ladies Beach Day Highlights
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Pastor Mick

Sweet Spring

When the gloomy gray sky turns
to clear azure blue,
And the snow disappears
from the ground,
When the birds start to sing,
and our moods start to lift,
Then we know Spring is
coming around.
When the first flower bulbs poke
their heads toward the sun,
Golden daffodils, hyacinths, too;
When the brown grass turns
green, and the
wildflowers bloom,
Then sweet Spring makes
it’s showy debut.
Once again we awake from cold
winter’s pale dream,
As our minds and our bodies revive; We rejoice and delight in
Spring’s colorful sight;
Each new Spring makes us glad
we’re alive!

Joanna Fuchs
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CAMP SWATARA NEWS

Anniversaries
4/3 - Don & Sandy Kopp
4/4 - John & Laurie Hollinger
4/11 - Zac & Heidi Grove
4/11 - Milt & Luetta Hess
Birthdays
4/1 - Don Weaver
4/3 - Nick Miller, Don Thompson
4/5 - Zane Seitz, Pat Trout
4/6 - Ruthanne Gruber, Allison Huber
4/7 - Cody Dupler
4/8 - Sylvia Weaver
4/9 - Jen Miller
4/12 - Declan Slater
4/14 - Steve Smith, Regena Tripp
4/15 - Lauren Haverkamp, Lisa Kershner
4/16 - Shawn O’Brien
4/17 - Mel Geib, Jason Leonard
4/19 - Landon Harnish
4/20 - Brienna Brown, Jean Sprenkle
4/21 - Naomi Clugston, Tracy Drescher
4/22 - Kathryn Gantz
4/23 - Alec Drawbaugh
4/25 - Jackie Hemperly
4/27 - Connor Ruhl
4/28 - Leslie Allen
4/29 - Joe Farmer
4/30 - Dale Hernley

Special Called Congregational
Business Meeting on
Sunday, April 3rd following
both early & late services. This
will be to vote to approve Cody
Schwanger as a licensed minister at WGT. Plan to be there for
this quick meeting to affirm &
encourage Cody!

2016 Summer Camp Registration NOW OPEN!
Get ready for Fearless Faith as campers experience Courage in
Community! Summer brochures have been mailed out and
online registration is open for about 25 summer camp programs for campers in 1st – 12th grades. Highlights include
traditional camps like Beginners, Juniors, Intermediate, Junior
High and Youth, as well as special options like Sticks and
STEMS, Wet & Wacky, Creative Arts, Youth Musical , Mountainside and Monarch. Big and Small camps allow younger
children and an adult to experience camp together. Mail in
your registration or login at www.campswatara.org to
register. Feel free to contact Jason Haldeman, Program Coordinator, for more information about any of these program
opportunities or if you need assistance registering. Save $25
by registering by May 2nd!
Spring Weekend Camps for Juniors, Intermediates and Jr.
Highs. Campers in 1st – 9th grades are invited to head out to
camp for a spring weekend to experience the bet of camp
even before the summer begins. Each weekend offers the
opportunity to have fun, meet friends and get a sneak peek at
the theme for the summer. Arts and crafts, nature, singing,
campfires and Bible time will complete the weekend festivities. Weekends are planned for Juniors (April 1-3; Grades 13), Junior High (April 8-10; Grades 7-9 and Intermediates (April
15-17; Grades 4-6). Check-in for each weekend begins at 7pm
on Friday and the program ends at 7pm on Sunday. Cost is
just
$84
per
person.
Online
registration:
www.campswatara.org. Contact Jason Haldeman, Program
Coordinator at jholdeman@campswatara.org or 717-9338510.
West Green Tree Church will again be offering Good-as-Gold
certificates for half the cost of camp up to the cost of a standard week’s camp. Be sure to see Jim or June Kolp for your
certificate.

Friendly Volunteers Needed!
We would like to have members
dedicated to staff the Welcome Center in addition to having greeters at
the main entrances. This would be a
commitment of ONLY 2 TIMES PER YEAR that your service would be needed. If you are willing to be a Welcome Center volunteer for the early service, contact
Mandy O'Brien at amandaroseobrien@gmail.com or 571
-6942. If you prefer to volunteer for the late service,
contact Heather Haverkamp at hkamp4@comcast.net or
361-8286.

Page 4

Tractor Sunday
Drive Your Tractor to Church Day is
coming Sunday, May 1st! We are
looking forward to seeing a display
of all types of tractors, and to bless
the farmers in our community.
Darrell Graybeal of Jefferson, North Carolina will share
the message and his amazing story. Special music will again
be brought by Pleasant Passage. Plan to attend the service at
10 am and the fellowship meal following the service. The
church will provide the meat, baked potatoes, and green
beans for the meal. Folks whose last name begins A-M please
plan to bring a salad. For those whose last name begins N-Z,
please bring a dessert. If you plan to drive your tractor, please
have it at the church by 9 am.
Pie Night!
You can almost taste it...fresh, warm pie & cold vanilla ice
cream...Everybody loves pie!! Let’s share the love! You bring
the pie, we'll bring the ice cream, coffee, tea & milk! Nurture
invites you to come and indulge for an evening on Friday, April
15th at 7:00pm. Contact Jim Spickler at 653-1201 with questions.

Vacation Bible School
Keep your eyes peeled...The VBS decorating team (AKA Jerry & Clint) will be
meeting soon to work out details for
transforming WGT into a cave for our
Cave Quest adventures. If you are interested in helping out with behind the scenes planning
of VBS we need you! Please contact Allison Huber with

Spring Cleaning!
As you look forward to warmer weather, and
start your "spring cleaning", keep in mind WGT
sponsors the Clothing Bank in June. If you have
any clothing you'd like to donate to the Clothing Bank, it may be placed in the pavilion. Please separate and label accordingly
(girls, boys, men, women, babies). If there are
any questions, please contact a member of the
Witness Commission. Thank you!

Tiny Timbers Sub Pick Up
Tiny Timbers wishes to thank all
those that purchased/sold subs! Remember to pick up your orders on Wednesday,
April 13th, between 4 pm & 7 pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

The Senior High Youth Group will be
holding a breakfast fundraiser Saturday,
April 2nd, from 7 am till 11 am. Funds raised
will go towards conference.
The suggested donation for breakfast
is $8 per person.
Pancakes, French Toast, Scrambled Eggs,
Sausage, Muffins, Sticky
Buns, Fresh Fruit & more!
Come hungry!

3rd Friday Glow Pajama Party
February was cold outside, but inside, we were snuggling in our jammies and warm slippers in the fellowship hall. We played glow bowling, glow tic-tac-toe and glow ring toss (Regena & Leslie rocked the
ring toss!). We read bedtime stories by flashlight while snuggling soft, stuffed animals and snacked on
cinnamon rolls, brownies and more. Wish you had been there? Well then don't miss the next night of
fellowship on Friday, April 15th - who couldn't use a little extra joy on tax day!
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April Servants
April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

Scripture &
Sermon

Before & After the
Resurrection
John 20:19-29
Dave C. Stauffer

Understanding Spiritual
Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:1-11;
12:27-31
Pastor Mick

Do Your Part!
1 Corinthians 12:12-26
Pastor Mick

Do One Thing!
Ephesians 4:11-16, Romans
12:1-8
Pastor Mick

Pianist/Organist

Sylvia Weaver

Brenda Geib

Ryan Arndt

Leslie Allen

Special Music

WGT Choir

Audrey Garber

WGT Choir

Dawn Dupler

Chorister

Glenn Weaver

June Kolp

Sylvia Weaver

Regena Tripp

Greeters 8 am

Jerry & Julie Ruhl

Mike & Marcia Hawthorne

Greeters
10:30 am

Jim & Ruthanne Gruber

Cindy Collins & The
Drescher Family

Chad & Audrey
Garber

Cody Schwanger & Greg
Seitz

Worship Leader

Julie Ramsey

Abby Ramsey

Dave Hawthorne

June Kolp

Ushers

Youth

Deacons/Anointing

Jeff & Dori Schwanger

Matt & Heather
Haverkamp

Dennis & Ann Saylor

June Kolp

Sound Room
8 am

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Jerry Huber & Zane
Seitz

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Jerry Huber & Ryan
Arndt

Sound Room
10:30 am

Duane Martin & Jason
Leonard

Andi Collman & Merv
McClenaghan

Duane Martin & Jason Leonard

Duane Martin & Zane
Seitz

8 am Nursery/
Toddler

Kathy Martin

Linda Spickler, Hailey
& Casey Tippet

Marcia & Aiden
Hawthorne

Cindy Collins

10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Polly Shumate & Jade
Morgan

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Doug & Darlene
Breneman

Chad & Audrey Garber

John & Amy Burkhart Shawn & Mandy O’Brien

New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class

Sojourners SS Class

February & March Stats
February 21

February 28

March 6

March 13

March 20

Total Worship

193

179

173

164

183

Sunday School

105

139

108

104

105

General

$5,312.00

$5,434.00

$6,024.00

$4,612.50

$5,376.00

Building

$460.00

$258.00

$100.00

$62.00

Deacon

$205.00

$100.00

$100.00

$190.00

Seminary

$135.00
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The MWF students are excited about the arrival of spring and
their new love for learning to read. The students have now learned
nearly all the letters and sounds. Many are beginning to blend together
sounds to make short words. With the help of many known sight
words, most are identifying many words they see.
The students enjoyed singing songs for their families at their
Easter program. They learned the Easter story very well, hearing it through the use of Resurrection Eggs, the Children’s Story Bible, many
books, and retelling it. They made Resurrection
Rolls and loved seeing how the inside looked
like the empty tomb.
There was much laughter as the children
took turns flying a kite in the open field on a
windy March day when they learned the letter
K for kite.
Visiting Eastland Alpaca Farm is always a
highlight in the spring. The students and their
families look forward to a fun day on the alpaca
farm on April 15th.
Throughout February and March, parents and
grandparents joined us as guest readers almost daily. The children loved hearing many of their
classmates’ favorite books read to the class and they loved having so many great visitors, too.
A highlight for both AM and PM classes in March was when Deputy David Cole, Caige’s dad,
came to visit us with his K-9, Edik. They learned what it is like to be a dog handler and they
learned about Edik’s job. Since Edik’s language is German, they even learned a few German
words.
MWF students have matured by leaps and bounds since September. They are
“kindergarten- ready” and it will be
a bitter-sweet goodbye as they will
soon be exiting Tiny Timbers and
beginning kindergarten.
Thank you to the church, the
board, Pastor Mick, and our director, for allowing the ministry of Tiny
Timbers to be part of WGT. The
staff is blessed as much as the students to be a part of Tiny Timbers. We appreciate all the items
donated to the school throughout
the year and your prayer support,
too.
Miss Sherry
MWF Teacher
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Jr. High Service Project
On March 12th, the Junior High participated in the district youth
service project at the Material Resource Center in Ephrata. They
helped with recycling projects at the
center. The MRC serves as a collection point in the U.S. for receiving,
packing and shipping material resources donated by people responding to aid requests from MCC partners. The MCC shares God's love and
compassion for all in the name of
Christ by responding to basic human
needs and working for peace and justice. During this project they also enjoyed some games at Ephrata
COB with other youth from district churches.
Confidence Conference
Seven Young ladies and three advisors attended the Confidence Conference on Saturday March 19th at
Calvary Bible Church Lancaster. This was an all-day event which included drama, worship,
and breakout sessions of your choice. Annie Downs, a nationally acclaimed youth speaker
talked
about
belonging,
self-esteem,
and
our
identity
in
Christ.
The key verse for this year’s conference was Jeremiah 17:7-8

Blessed is the woman who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in Him. She will be like
a tree planted by the water that sends its roots out by the stream. It does not fear
when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in years of
drought and it never fails to bear fruit.
Reminding us that:
You are fearfully and wonderfully made. You are His handiwork. He is your refuge and strength
Who am I? I am a child of God.
How can I handle all this pressure? I can do anything with God’s help.
I feel worthless! I am a treasure.
I’ll never fit in! I have a place.
I am afraid of failing! I am confident.
A big thank you to Hope Community Church,
Mount Joy who sponsored the event. It was a
day well spent equipping teenage girls with
lifelong confidence in Christ and reminding
them that their true value comes
from God who created each of us in His glorious image.
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30 Hour Famine
8 youth and two advisors participated in the 30 Hour Famine. They
began fasting Friday afternoon and
broke the fast Saturday evening with
friends and family attending. During
the famine, they had an opportunity
to experience hunger, homelessness
and learn about struggles around the
world with people less fortunate
than them through learning sessions
provided by World Vision. Friday
night they slept outside and below freezing temperatures
in cardboard shelters they created. Saturday morning
they were joined by other youth and advisers from the
church and district for a packing project planted by the
district at Mennonite Central Committee Relief Warehouse. Following the service project the youth did a scavenger hunt to put together a meal for two dollars a person to break the fast. This was to create the awareness
that many people live on two dollars a day and only get
one meal. Total donations have not been tallied yet and
more contributions are still welcome to support World
Vision.
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740 Greentree Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Mick Allen, Senior Pastor

Our Purpose Statement

“We intentionally develop friends of
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love
through words and deeds.”

pastormick@westgreentree.org
Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant
paula@westgreentree.org

Sunday Service Times:
Contemporary Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

Phone: 717-653-5367
Fax: 717-653-5056

Traditional Worship 10:30 am
Wednesday Service Times:

www.westgreentree.org

Jr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm
Sr. High Clubs @ 7:00 pm

