January 2017

Pastor Mick’s Musings…

Look For The Good
In the New Year, let's resolve
to get less stressed, upset, anxious
about things over which we
have no control.
Let’s have a narrower focus
on our lives,
loving and helping our family
and friends,
making our community a better
place to live,
to create peace and contentment.
In the New Year, let's resolve
to pay less attention to
depressing stories
on TV, in magazines and
newspapers,
and to stop focusing on
what we want
that we haven't got,
instead of appreciating
the many blessings we do have.
In the New Year, let's look
for the good.
We may have to search
through a mass of negative media,
but the good is there,
all around us.
I wish for you a New Year
filled with good,
engulfed in serenity and happiness!
By Joanna Fuchs
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Verily, Verily, I say to thee…
I have always liked the poetic nature of the King James Version of the Bible. Although it is a little hard to understand, it is still a very accurate translation
of the Holy Scriptures. My favorite word in the KJV has to be, “verily.” In other
translations it is commonly replaced by, “truly.” The word, “verily” is used 99
times in the New Testament alone. Out of the 99, Jesus uses it 78 times in the
Gospels. But I believe “truly” is not the best translation of the word. Even “verily”
itself misses the mark. The actual translation comes from the Hebrew word,
ָאֵמֵמןwhich actually means, “amen.”
We all know that when we say “amen,” we acknowledge a truth, we are
coming into agreement; like saying, “so be it.” That is why preachers love to hear
the Amen Corner of a church yell out, “AMEN!” It is a reinforcement and an encouragement that what the pastor is preaching rings true. That is why we end our
prayers with Amen – so be it. We are acknowledging that our prayers are heard
by our Father in Heaven.
It is only in the Gospel of John do we find the phrase, “Verily, verily, I say
to thee.” The other Gospels never have it doubled. Why double it? What is Jesus
saying to us when he is actually saying, “Amen, amen, I say to you..?” What difference does it make when Jesus, the Son of God, our Lord says it? It means everything! Here is a quote that I kept and can’t remember where I got it but this is
what Jesus is saying:
“You don’t stand in judgement on my word. I won’t even wait for your
Amen. Your Amen could only ever be the faint echo of my own Amen! You do not
and cannot stand in judgement on my word. Before you’ve even heard a syllable
of it, I tell you on my own authority that this is truth. This is the only authentication or approval these words ever could or should have – my own. This is true because I say it, not because you have some vantage point from which to assess
these words. Let my Amen recalibrate everything you consider to be truth. You
must simply accept my words as the gold standard of truth because it is I who
speak them. In short: It doesn’t matter what you think – this is the truth, deal with
it!”
When Jesus says, “verily, verily – “amen, amen” - it is the absolute truth
that cannot be shaken or unraveled. Jesus means what He says especially when
He uses the double amen. So in the beginning of a new year, make it a point to
find the 25 times in the Gospel of John where Jesus gives us the absolute truth.
Here are the Verses where you will find them: John 1:51, 3:3, 3:5, 3:11, 5:19, 5:24,
5:25, 6:26, 6:32, 6:47, 6:53, 8:34, 8:51, 8:53, 10:1, 10:7, 12:24, 13:16, 13:20, 13:38,
14:12, 16:20, 16:23, 21:18. I am sure one will jump out at you.
Here is just one of them:
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life.” John 5:24
Jesus’ promises are true and a certainty. Verily, verily, truly, truly, I tell you
that Jesus’ words are the truth! Can I get an “Amen?”
May our loving Father pour out His blessings on you and yours this new year.
Pastor Mick

Sunday
New Year’s 1
Early Service
8 am
Sunday School
9:15 am
Worship
10:30 am

Monday
Office
Closed

Tuesday
2

Wednesday

15
16
WWW
Early Service
Bible Study
8 am
7 pm
Sunday School
9:15 am
Tiny Timbers
Worship
Closed
10:30 am
Fellowship Hall
Reservation

17
Executive
Committee
Mtg. 7 pm

22
Early Service
8 am
Sunday School
9:15 am
Worship
10:30 am

24
23
WWW
Bible Study
Deacon Mtg.
7 pm
7 pm

29
Early Service
8 am
Sunday School
9:15 am
Worship
10:30 am
Pew
Communion
Both Services

30
WWW
Bible Study
7 pm

31

Saturday

5
Men’s Bible
Study
Choir 7 pm

6

11
No Youth

12
Men’s Bible
Study
Youth to
WJTL
Choir 7 pm

13

18

19
Men’s Bible
Study

20

Youth
7 pm

10
Commissions 7 pm
Board 8 pm

Friday

4

3

8
9
Early Service
WWW
8 am
Bible Study
Sunday School
7 pm
Tiny Timbers
9:15 am
Worship
Board Mtg.
10:30 am
7 pm

Thursday

Youth
7 pm

7

3M 7 am
CPR Training
8 am

3 M 7 am

3 M 7 am

14

21

Choir 7 pm

Youth
7 pm

25

26
Men’s Bible
Study
Choir 7 pm

Anniversaries
1/8 - Barry & Sheila Miller
- John & Judy Nauman
1/13 - Walt & Yvonne Johnson
1/14 - Carlyle & Jeanie Hinshaw
Birthdays
1/3 - Cadence Youtz
1/4 - Kelsey Hollinger, Greg
Seitz
1/5 - Mindy Smith
1/7 - Chloe Kowalski
1/8 - Laurie Hollinger
1/10 - Rose Hibshman
1/13 - Adrianna Collman
1/14 - Greg Ramsey

27

28
3 M 7 am
CPR Training
Snowdate
8 am

Birthdays (Continued)
1/15 - Dane Youtz
1/17 - Melissa Breneman
1/20 - George Clugston Sr.
1/21 - Peggy Harry, Laura Martin
1/24 - Dawn Dupler
1/25 - Nancy Garber
1/26 - Dennis Gerdel,
1/29 - Richard Garber
1/31 - Dori Schwanger
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Wow! Can you believe we’re beginning a new year? At Tiny Timbers,
we have had a good 2016 school
year beginning in September
through December and now looking
forward for our remaining year in
2017.
We celebrated Christmas by remembering the true meaning for Christmas, the birth of Jesus born in a stable along with the
shepherds and Wise men. We also memorized the Bible verse Luke
2:11, “A Savior has been born; He is Christ the Lord.”
The children from TTH AM & PM classes portrayed the
Christmas story to their families. What an experience for the children to do this in a stable like Jesus was born in. Following their
presentation, the families & children enjoyed cookies, drinks, & a
special performance by the children doing “The Twelve Days of
Christmas”. Others joined in with the children making it a fun time
for all.
Pastor Mick’s Bible story was in the sanctuary with the big
angel. He shared how angels can appear in our lives sharing good
news to us just as the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her
she will be giving birth to a baby. She will name Him Jesus who will
become the Savior of the whole world.
For the children to have seen the big angel and to have
been inside the stable was an experience and will be a memory to
cherish forever. Both the angel and the stable were created by the
kindness goodness of the Clint Arndt family of our church family
here at West Green Tree.
It was much joy for Miss Natalie and me, Miss Ruthie, to
see the children’s expressions on their faces when seeing both of
these creations. These memories will be remembered from Tiny
Timbers forever.
Now here in January we will be learning and experiencing
about different kinds of weather, the season being winter and very
cold and transportation we have available for us to travel from
place to place.
We also wish for maybe some snow so we can build our
famous Tiny Timbers snowman and also to have fun playing in it! It
may take forever getting all the children dressed with their snow
pants, coats, boots, hats and mittens, but it is all worth it when w e
see them having fun running around with lots of smiles on their
faces and hearing much joy from all their laughter.
Miss Natalie & I feel it to be such a privilege to be able to
be part of the Tiny Timbers program and especially that all the families and God has entrusted these little ones into our care each
Tuesday and Thursday every week.
We thank you, for your continued prayers and support given to make this program possible to the people of this community.
In Christ and His Love,
Miss Ruthie Teacher Assistant TTH Classes

Youth News
As we come to a close in 2016, we
are anticipating and planning good things for
2017. We would greatly appreciate your
prayers and support for these upcoming
dates.
January 12 WJTL Youth Group Night – listen
from 6:30 – 9 on 90.3 FM
February 3-5 Retreat at Three Springs
March 5 Youth Sunday
March 11 Confidence Conference
We continue to grow in our
knowledge of the LORD. Our time on Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings are centered on knowing who God is and what that
means to us as we live lives that honor Him.
Once the newsletter has gone to
print, the youth will have had the opportunity to enjoy a Christmas Celebration as well as
serve on a BHA work day.
The youth are grateful to everyone
who supports them prayerfully and financially. Special gratitude is expressed to those
that purchased cookbooks this Christmas
season and donated items for their Christmas celebration. Cookbooks continue to be
available for anyone interested (contact
Shawn or Paula anytime to purchase these).
May 2017 be a year in which we all
know God more and live lives that continually point to Him and honor Him. To Him be
the glory today and always.
Shawn O’Brien

Edible Nativity!
The kiddos from the PreK-K Sunday
School Class made edible nativity
scenes! Awesome job folks!
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January Servants
January 1

January 8

January 15

January 22

January 29

Scripture &
Sermon

“Get Up!”
Matthew 2:13-23
Pastor Mick

Cody Schwanger

Shawn O’Brien

“Contagious”
John 4:28-42
Pastor Mick

Create
Luke 17:11-19
Pastor Mick

Pianist/Organist

Leslie Allen

Brenda Geib

Sylvia Weaver

Ryan Arndt

Ryan Arndt

Dawn Dupler

Glenn Weaver

Choir

Special Music
Chorister

June Kolp

June Kolp

Regena Tripp

Glenn Weaver

Regena Tripp

Greeters 8 am

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Duane Bender &
Jim Spickler

Barry & Sheila
Miller

Henry Harry &
Ralph Daniels

Cindy Collins &
Yvonne Johnson

Greeters
10:30 am

Matt & Heather
Haverkamp

Steve & Duane
Bender

Don & Ruthie
Hollinger

Charlie & Tracy
Drescher

Charlie Drescher

Welcome Center
8 am

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Jim Spickler

Steve Hiller

Ralph Daniels

Cindy Collins

Welcome Center
10:30 am

Glenn & Sylvia
Weaver

Nancy Garber

Don & Ruthie
Hollinger

Todd & Lisa Shelly

Holly Leonard

Worship Leader

Allison Huber

Ushers

Youth

New Horizons SS
Class

Faith Seekers SS
Class

Sojourners SS Class

Deacons/
Anointing

June Kolp

Marlin & Rose Hibshman

Jeff & Dori
Schwanger

Matt & Heather
Haverkamp

Jerry & Julie Ruhl

Jerry Huber &
Zane Seitz

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Jerry & JJ Huber

Jeff Schwanger &
Nick Sieber

Duane Martin &
Shane Schwanger

Jeff Schwanger &
Jason Leonard

Brenda & Nicole
Drawbaugh

The Cannon Family

Linda Spickler &
Hailey Tippet

Cindy Seitz & Laurie
Hollinger

Heather Haverkamp & Nikki
Drescher

Sound Room
8 am

Jerry Huber & Nick Jerry Huber & Cody
Sieber
Dupler

Sound Room

Jeff & Shane
Schwanger

8 am
Nursery/Toddler

Julie Ruhl

10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Brenda Axe &
Kathy Martin

Duane Martin &
Jason Leonard

Scott & Christie
Farmer

November & December Stats
November 27

December 4

December 11

December 18

Total Worship

160

160

172

164

Sunday School

98

117

134

116

General

$2,797.00

$4,469.50

$4,564.00

$3,667.00

Building

$390.00

Deacon
Seminary

$20.00
$207.00

$25.00

$221.00
$200.00
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Adventures in Uganda: The Finale
Hello church family! I hope this update finds you all doing well! As I write my
last update, I am back at home trying to adjust to the cold winter weather, unpack,
prepare for Christmas, and transition into life back at home.
My last month of teaching and living in Uganda was an amazing one. After my
last update, I taught one week of lessons and then November 28-30th, the students
took their final exams. On the last day of the school, the 30th, I had an end-of-the-year
party with the children after they finished their last exam. I bought small bags of popcorn and a soda for each child and then we watched the movie, Despicable Me, on my
laptop. They were so excited and loved it! Days like these were always my favorite. I
know that kids in America get to experience this all the time, but for children in Africa,
it’s practically non-existent. So, I loved to bless the children and see the joy on their faces because they got to have a
special occasion at school! And seeing their joy reminded me that there is always so much joy in giving, not only for
the recipients, but for the giver as well, and to continue this attitude of generosity even when I return home.
Then from the 30th to December 6th, I was busy grading exams and filling out report cards. I was happy to see
that most of the children performed well on their exams! Then December 7th was the official last day of school. All of
the students came to school and gathered under the trees one last time for this school year. Since I was leaving, they
had me speak to all of the students and it was a blessing to share words of encouragement with the students. Then we
divided into our classes and I gave my students their report cards and exams. When I was finished, it was hard to believe that school was over and that was my last day with my students. It was a wonderful school year and I was thankful that this year was easier than the first year, and that the children understood my directions in English, learned and
practiced more words in English, learned Sight Words and how to read, and tried to speak English in order to communicate with me. I bonded really well with this group of students and it was emotional thinking that the school year
was over and that I wouldn’t be teaching them anymore. However, I knew that I had so many special memories with
my students and it helped to focus on those instead.
Apart from school, I was able to take Ronnie, the boy that I sponsor, and his
siblings for a special day outing. An Empower a Child staff member went along with me
and first we took them to a mall in Kampala and had lunch at KFC. Yes, even Uganda
has KFC! They loved their chicken, French fries, and soda! As we ate lunch, it was fun to
watch them as they looked all around them at all of the sights at the mall. They
watched the glass elevators go up and down, the water in the fountain shoot up and
down, and all the different people as they walked around the mall. After we ate, we
walked around the mall. When we got to the escalators, I asked them if they wanted to
go on them. They were hesitant and said no, but after I encouraged them, they agreed.
It was tricky for them stepping on and off the first
time, but when we got on to come back down,
they learned quickly! Then they wanted to go on again a couple more times! After
the rides on the escalator, we went to another spot in the mall that sells ice
cream. The loved looking through the glass to choose what flavor they wanted
and it took them a while to decide what they wanted after multiple taste tests!
They all got ice cream cones and loved them! Then we left the mall and took
them to a local pool to go swimming. The pool has two separate pools, an adult
pool and a kiddie pool. The two older boys enjoyed the adult pool while Ronnie
and his sister and I played in the kiddie pool. We had so much fun and I have never seen them laugh and smile as much as they did while they were playing in the
pool. My heart was so full of joy! After swimming and a fun-filled day, we took them back to their school. That day was
one of my favorite days in Uganda and it was such a blessing to be able to give them a special day out!
In my last week, it was very busy but also emotional. On my last Sunday, I got up on stage and said good-bye
to the church. After I said my good-bye, the pastor had 3 people come to the stage to share testimonies about me.
They were 3 parents of children in my class both from this year and last year. It was such a humbling experience.
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Sometimes the devil gets in my head and makes me doubt that I had any impact on these kids,
but through their testimonies, I saw the impact that I had on my students and their families. I
just had to praise God because it was all because of Him and Him working through me! Then
during the week, I was able to watch one last movie with Emma, the boy who was my neighbor
while I lived at the teacher’s quarters. I also was able to go twice to Getrude’s house (the girl
that my mom sponsors), and play UNO and Go Fish for the last time. In the midst of spending
time with them one last time, cleaning up my classroom, and packing my suitcases, it was a very
emotional week. It was hard to imagine that this was good-bye. The
village had become my second home and the people in the community, the staff at EAC, and the other volunteers had become my second
family. I thought about my two years and wondered how the time had
come to return back home. It was hard to say good-bye to everyone in
the village, especially the children. And then as I said good-bye to the
staff and the other volunteers and headed to the airport, it was still so surreal that my two
years was over. As I reflect on my two years, so many thoughts and emotions go through my
head. I look at everything and realize that despite the challenges, this was the most rewarding experience that I’ve ever had. God stretched me, challenged me, and used me in so many
different ways. I learned how to trust God, surrender completely to Him, and rely fully on His strength alone. I know
that whatever I was able to accomplish was all because of Him and He deserves all the glory and all the praise. The
relationships that I have formed, the lessons I have learned, and the blessings I have received are greater than I ever
could’ve imagined. I have so many wonderful memories and I am so thankful that God called me to teach in Uganda!
Now as I’m back home, I pray for a smooth transition as I get used to life back at home and I pray that everything I
learned in Uganda will continue to influence my everyday life.
To conclude, I want to share an update about Collin’s Uganda Shoe
Project! A couple months ago, the man who is making the shoes came to the
school and with an assistant, measured the feet of all the students at the
school! He traced one foot of each student on a piece of paper and then
wrote the name of the student, gender, and class on the piece of paper. Not
how we typically measure feet, but it works! Then a week ago, he brought
half of the shoes to the guesthouse and I saw them and they look really great!
They are sturdy black shoes, one style for the boys and another style for the
girls. The shoes will be perfect for the kids in the village and will be long
lasting! Since he only had half of them finished, we stored them in the guesthouse.
Once he has the other half finished, they will
distribute them at school. Unfortunately, the
process took longer than expected and I won’t get to be there for the distribution,
but the staff at Empower will make sure that they take pictures when the shoes are
given out next school year. So, that’s the update on the shoes and next year we can
look forward to pictures of the children with their new school shoes! The kids are so
excited to get new shoes and I have to thank Collin for his love, answering the call
from God to give the children shoes, and fundraising to make sure every child at the
school will have a new pair of shoes! I also want to thank you for supporting him and
giving towards this project to bless the children with shoes!
I also want to say a BIG thank you for all your prayers, love, and support during my two years of teaching in
Uganda. It was a huge encouragement to know that my church family was supporting me through prayers, letters,
and words of encouragement. It’s also what God used to give me courage and strength to serve Him. So, I want you
to know how much I truly appreciate it all! I’ve truly been blessed with an amazing and supportive church family!
Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!
Blessings to you,
Kelsey Hollinger
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