February 2018

Pastor Mick’s Musings
To be Biblically Correct or to be Politically Correct, that is the question.

God’s Valentine Gift
God’s Valentine gift of
love to us
Was not a bunch of flowers;
It wasn’t candy, or a book
To while away the hours.
His gift was to become a man,
So He could freely give
His sacrificial love for us,
So you and I could live.
He gave us
sweet salvation, and
Instruction, good and true-To love our friends
and enemies
And love our Savior, too.
So as we give our Valentines,
Let’s thank our Lord and King;
The reason we have
love to give
Is that He gave everything.
By Joanna Fuchs
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“For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to
suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say
what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and
turn aside to myths.” 2 Timothy 4:3-4
Paul writes to Timothy, “For the Time will come when people will not put up with
sound doctrine.” Well, I think this time HAS come and it is NOW!
There is an obvious cultural collision happening in our churches at this time. The clash
revolves around political correctness and Biblical correctness.
So what exactly is Political Correctness and Biblical Correctness?
Politically correct - Becoming aligned with the prevailing world-view of the present
secular culture. Wikipedia defines Politics:
“Politics (from Greek: πολιτικα: Polis definition "affairs of the cities") is the
process of making decisions that apply to members of a group, it refers to
achieving and exercising positions of governance — organized control over a
human community, particularly a state.”
So politically correctness attempts to organize control over a human community. That
sounds about right. It is not based on anything more than people opposing their
thoughts and ideas on others.
Biblically Correct - Becoming aligned with the truths found in the Bible and creating a
world-view and life-style based on those truths. The Urban Dictionary describes
Biblical Correctness as:
a term conforming to any law, doctrine, language, beliefs or practices that
would be contrary to the Bible shouldn't be allowed.
So Biblical Correctness attempts to organize control over a human community as well.
But there is a difference. Biblical correctness is bound by the truths found in Scripture.
Personally, I would much rather be biblically correct. I would much rather follow our
loving Father in Heaven and His precepts and principles. I believe that when we stray
from the absolute truths of the Bible, we begin to make our own rules. We do not
adhere to sound doctrine and listen to others that seem to sway us away from
Scripture. Those who choose to mix political correctness with Biblical correctness
create a false world view that our Father in heaven does not recognize. There is a
movement in the church that states that the Holy Spirit has “new light” for us to
follow. This new light is an invitation to sway from our Father’s true intentions for us.
This “New Light” is nothing new. It is another new way of defining New Testament
prophecy. The problem is that it can be abused. So what is New Testament prophecy.
The Apostle Paul, in Corinthians 14, encourages Christians to open ourselves up to New
Testament prophecy. It is different than Old Testament prophecy. Old Testament
prophecy enabled certain individuals to relay God’s instructions to Israel. Only that
individual had the Holy Spirit at that moment. However, since we are new creations in
Christ Jesus, we all have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit so He will speak to us,
sometimes for our own personal edification sometimes for the edification of the
church. But since we are still sinners, we will want to follow our own desires and bend
the truth. Therefore, there are four aspects or guidelines to New Testament prophecy
that must be considered before taking the “New light” as Gospel Truth.
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1)New Testament prophecy will not contradict the written word of God. Since the Bible is God’s Word, He will
not change the truths found in it. So if someone prophesies a “truth” that is contrary to God’s Word, I would not
pursue it and consider it false. Jesus said, “It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke
of a pen to drop out of the Law.” Luke 16:17. Also, Paul writes to Timothy, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17
2) New Testament prophecy will only edify the church. Paul says in 2 Cor. 14:3-4, “But the one who prophesies
speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies
themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church.
3) New Testament Prophecy is given in humility. Those who sense the Lord speaking through them should have
a contrite and humble spirit. It is best to say, “I sense the Lord saying to us…” and not “Thus sayeth the Lord!”
We should prayerfully consider each prophecy and relate it to the other aspects to NT prophecy. Most of all, we
should ask the question, “Does it encourage peace?” Paul continues in 2 Cor. 14:29-33, “Two or three prophets
should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. And if a revelation comes to someone who is
sitting down, the first speaker should stop. For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed
and encouraged. The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. For God is not a God of disorder
but of peace—as in all the congregations of the Lord’s people.
4) New Testament Prophecy is followed by confirmation. When our Father in Heaven gives me a word of truth,
a prophecy, I will wait upon Him to confirm that prophecy. We find this in New Testament scripture. In Acts
10:9-23, the Holy Spirit gives Peter a vision of a sheet coming down from heaven with unclean food on it and
tells Peter to eat. As Peter is wondering about this, the Holy Spirit tells Peter that three men will come looking
for you and you are to go with them. Sure enough, three men do show up and Peter’s prophetic message from
the Spirit is confirmed. If there is no confirmation and the your spirit is not at peace, I would question that prophetic statement or word of knowledge.
If we follow this simple aspects of New Testament prophecy, the church will be built up and grow in grace and
peace. If we do not follow these guidelines, the church will end up with strife, heart-felt sorrow and division. So
let’s be diligent in our pursuit of what God wants to say to us here at West Green Tree Church of the Brethren.
May God grant us peace.
All for His Glory,
Pastor Mick
ONLINE DIRECTORY
Did you know that WGT
has an online directory?
We do!! It is able to be
accessed on your computer or other mobile devices. If
you would like access to this, you will need to create an
account. In order to do this, you must have an email
address registered with the church office that is the
same as the one you wish to use to access the directory.
Go to https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com . In
the upper right hand corner of the screen it will say
“Church Member Sign In”. In the same box it will say
“First time signing in? Create login now” and will then
take you through steps to create your account and give
you access to the directory. If you have difficulties
setting this up, contact the church office & we will do
our best to help you.

First Wednesday Dinners
The extras from the January First Wednesday
dinner allowed for us to package 18 meal
containers that are going to the E-town Winter
Shelter. The meals are frozen & can be used as
needed!
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Witness News
Jim Shumate, Witness Commission
Police Appreciation Day - The Witness Commission has designated
Wednesday January 24th as police appreciation day for Northwest Regional Police. What a better way to thank them for
serving and protecting our area than with PIZZA!? We are delivering pizza to the station for lunch and also supper that day.
Volunteering at Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg - The mission
needs people to serve meals, 3 times a day, 7 days a week.
They serve thousands of people every month. Volunteers are
also needed to be Mobile Mission Assistants. Every Friday and
Saturday night, from 8:30 pm till midnight, volunteers go with
Bethesda staff to hand out coffee, blankets and supplies to
people living on the streets of Harrisburg. Witness committee
members are serving one time in each of these capacities in
February. Volunteers are needed all the time. Look for a signup
on the Witness board for future dates and YOU can go with us!
You’re also welcome to go to Bethesda’s website and volunteer on your own and or get your own group together. Normally they are looking for 5-6.
Baby Shower for Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy Services - We
are once again holding a baby shower to benefit the work of
S.V.P.S. They are a Christian based pregnancy service. They
provide medical care, counseling, supplies, and Christian love
to pregnant girls and women in our area. They make it possible
for these ladies to choose life instead of abortion for their unborn babies. These moms can get help to raise their babies or
they can bless someone else through adoption. Sunday February 18th, 9 am we will have the Fellowship Hall decorated for a
baby shower. There will be cake, coffee and snacks. Please
bring a baby shower gift (watch for the list of most needed
items) or you can make a financial donation that day.
Easter Egg Hunt - Last year’s egg hunt was a real success. 50 kids,
and they brought lots of adults with them. There were 1000
plastic eggs filled with candy, we had refreshments, a craft for
the kids, and we had a guest appearance by Mr. Hoobley
Doobley (Pastor Mick) who did a song with the kids and told
them the true Easter story. Looking forward to another great
event on Saturday March 17 at 10 am (this is also St. Patrick’s
day so kids could dress in green) If we have rain/ snow that
day, we’ll move it to March 24th.

Anniversaries
2?14 - Paul & June Gerhart
2/16 - Don & Ruthie Hollinger
2/19 - Scott & Heather Leleux
2/25 - Mel & Brenda Geib
2/26 - Greg & Cindy Seitz
Birthdays
2/1 - Matt Ramsey
2/2 - Nel Bender
Sarah Clugston
2/4 - Jim Spickler
Charles Drescher
2/5 - Darlene Breneman
2/9 - Brad Drawbaugh
2/11 - Janessa Daniels
2/12 - Matt Haverkamp
2/14 - Donna Hollinger
Don Hollinger
Paula Brandt
2/15 - Barrett Youtz
Esther Yeagley
2/16 - Karen Ginder
Steve Miller
2/17 - John Townsend
2/19 - Clint Arndt
Michelle Myers
2/20 - Jean Landvater
2/22 - Brendan Haverkamp
Alexis Miller
2/23 - Krista Dickson
2/24 - Jessica Tripp
2/25 - Doug Breneman
2/28 - Carey Brandt
Jonathan Coble
Kay Horst

WINTER WEATHER RELATED SERVICE DELAYS/CANCELLATIONS
Tune in to the following to check for any service delays/cancellations:
Online: www.wgal.com - “Stormwatch”, www.westgreentree.org (front page, scroll down),
Television: WHP - Channel 21, WPMT - Channel 43,
CW - Channel 15, Radio: FM 90.3 WJTL
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February Servants
February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Scripture &
Sermon

James 2:14-19
Dick Dickason

James 2:20-26
Faith & Action
Pastor Mick

James 3:1-12
Mind Your Tongue
Pastor Mick

James 3:13-18
Cody Schwanger

Pianist/Organist

Ryan Arndt

Leslie Allen

Ryan Arndt

Brenda Geib & Ryan
Arndt

Special Music

Choir

Audrey Garber

Choir

WGT Kid’s Choir

Chorister

June Kolp

June Kolp

Regena Tripp

Glenn Weaver

Greeters 8 am

June Kolp

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Mike & Marcia Hawthorne

Duane Bender & Jim
Spickler

Greeters
10:30 am

Zane Seitz

Charles & Marilyn Keener

Greg & Cindy Seitz

Brenda Axe

Welcome Center
8 am

Mary Jane McClenaghan

Phil & Donna Hollinger

Cindy Collins

Jim Spickler

Welcome Center
10:30 am

Dick & Sandra Dickason

Julie Ramsey

Ralph Daniels

Jason & Holly Leonard

Worship Leader

Kelsey Hollinger

Marlin Hibshman

Abby Ramsey

Dick Dickason

Ushers

Youth

New Horizons SS Class

Faith Seekers SS Class

Sojourners SS Class

Deacons/Anointing

Jerry & Julie Ruhl

Jeff & Dori Schwanger

Marlin & Rose Hibshman

June Kolp

Sound Room 8 am

Jerry Huber & Zane
Seitz

Jerry Huber & Nick Sieber

Jerry Huber & Justin
Arndt

Jerry Huber & Nick Sieber

Sound Room
10:30 am

Jeff Schwanger & Jason Leonard

Duane Martin & Shane
Schwanger

Jeff Schwanger & Greg
Seitz

Duane Martin & Jason
Leonard

8 am
Nursery/Toddler

The Cannon Family

Polly Shumate

10:30 am
Nursery/Toddler

Dennis & Ann Saylor

Mindy & Enya Smith

Polly Shumate

Chad & Audrey Garber

December & January Stats
December 31

January 7

January 14

January 21

Total Worship

171

166

189

211

Sunday School

None

120

116

129

General

$34,207.00

$5,103.00

$2,701.00

$4,022.00

Building

$520.00

Deacon

$2,000.00

$250.00

$60.00

$332.00

Seminary

$820.00

$60.00

$200.00

$60.00
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Youth News
Mark your calendars, Youth Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, March 11. We have begun planning and are
looking forward to it. How exciting it is to see and hear how the youth desire to create a meaningful worship service
for our entire church family.
Thank you again for supporting our youth in September for the COBYS bike and hike. We were one of the top
fundraising youth groups. On Saturday, January 21, COBYS celebrated our efforts by hosting a gym and pizza night.
This was a great time of food and fun. We played mat ball, dodgeball, gaga ball as well as other fun games.
Our Winter Youth Retreat is scheduled for February second through fourth. This should be a great time away,
including a variety of activities as well as lessons and worship. The youth have been invited by the First Wednesday
crew to combine efforts to offer dinner on February 7. Please consider attending this lasagna dinner. It will serve as a
youth fundraiser. Sign-ups are near the kitchen.
As Winter will begin to wind down, our calendar does not. Confidence Conference for our young ladies will be
on March 17. We also have scheduled a lock-in at the Laserdome for Friday, April 27. As well as a potential service
project with the District in April.
Parents please watch for our emails. We are now using Mailchimp to create our emails, they will be from
WGT Youth. Please check your spam and/or add us to your safe list. If you would like to keep up to date with our
youth, consider joining our Facebook group. Please email shawn@westgreentree.com if you would like to be added
to the Facebook group, or if you are a parent and have not been receiving the emails. We are also utilizing a group to
communicate with our youth on Instagram.
As we gather on Wednesday evenings, our upcoming series is entitled Stressed Out. Stress is nothing new,
in fact most of us are too familiar with it. This series will be an opportunity to see what God’s word has to say about
handling and responding to stress. On one of our most recent Sundays we discussed the Bible. It was encouraging to
hear the amount of faith our youth have in God’s word.
Please keep our youth in your prayers. For most the semester has ended and a new semester has begun.
Along with school, they have to make important choices and deal with challenging situations. May they continue to
seek the Lord, and grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
For Him and His Church
Shawn
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Tiny Timbers Student Spotlight
Each month, Tiny Timbers will feature several students in the “Student Spotlight”
section of the Evergreen News. This will give you a chance to get to know the children that attend Tiny Timbers by name and a little bit about them.
Tyler Burkepile
1. What is your favorite place in the world?
Our Home
2. What is your favorite color? Green
3. What is your favorite part of the day at preschool? Playing
4. What is love? Liking something
5. Name your favorite toy. Stuffed animals,
especially my stuffed turtle, Zippy
6. How tall are you? 3 ft. 6 in.
7. If you had to give away all your toys who
would you give them to? to kids who don’t
have toys
8. What do you like best about your siblings?
That Owen plays Legos with me & Karissa is
nice to me.
9. If you had a million dollars what would you
do with it? spend it on toys.
10. What is your favorite animal & why? A
duck because they are really funny
Grayson VanAxen
1. What are you really good at? building Legos
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your
family? Snuggle up & watch a movie
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? Comfy
sweatshirts & jeans
4. What makes you happy when you are sad?
Playing with my sister
5. What is your favorite food? donuts
6. What is love? When you give your heart to
someone else
7. How much does a car cost? $69.00
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat?
Chicken
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside?
Play on the swings
10. One food I really don’t like. Meatloaf

Joseph Farmer
1. What do you want to be when you grow up?
A chainsaw helper with Dad.
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your
family? Ride bikes
3. What is something you are thankful for? Taking naps
4. What is your favorite game? Hide & Seek in
the dark
5. What is the best thing you did this summer?
Camping at Otter Lake
6. What is your favorite book? Our Tree Named
Steve
7. If you could pick one animal as your pet what
would it be & why? A baby puppy (tons of
them ) because I love baby puppies
8. Who is your best friend? Grayson
9. What is the best thing about being 4 years
old? Taking naps
10. What makes you happy? Playing video
games

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Sophia Hollinger
1. What is your favorite place in the
world? Preschool!
What is your favorite color? Purple
What is your favorite part of the day at preschool? Craft time
What is love? A heart is love.
Name your favorite toy. Baby teddy bear &
baby monkey
How tall are you? 17 talls
If you had to give away all your toys who
would you give them to? Lydia
If you had a million dollars what would you
do wit it? Put it in my piggy bank
What is your favorite animal and why? Baby
teddy bear because I like baby monkey
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Jax Turner
1. What are you really good at? soccer
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your
family? HersheyPark
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? PJs
4. What makes you happy when you are sad?
mommy
5. What is your favorite food? chicken nuggets
6. What is love? Your family
7. How much does a car cost? $100
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat?
Strawberries
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside? go
swimming in the sun
10. One food I really don’t like? cheeseburgers
Caleb Miller
1. What do you want to be
when you grow up? Ambulance driver
2. What is your favorite thing
to do with your family?
Men/Boys Campout
3. What is something you are
thankful for? God
4. What is your favorite
game? Don’t Spill the Beans
5. What is the best thing you
did this summer? swimming
6. What is your favorite Book?
No Bunny’s Perfect
7. If you could pick one animal
as your pet what would it
be & why? Cat - soft &
fuzzy
8. Who is your best friend?
Logan, my cousin
9. What is the best thing
about being 5 years old?
Not taking naps
10. What makes you happy?
My family

Uriah Morris
1. What are you really good at? soccer
2. What is your favorite thing to do with your
family? Play games, especially Uno
3. What is your favorite outfit to wear? Shorts
with a sleeveless shirt
4. What makes you happy when you are sad?
Playing with my family
5. What is your favorite food? subs
6. What is love? My family
7. How much does a car cost? $2,105 bucks
8. What is the healthiest thing you can eat?
Grapes
9. What is your favorite thing to do outside?
Play on my trampoline
10. One food I really don’t like? pineapples

Tyson Coble
1. What is your favorite
place in the world?
SkyZone
2. What is your favorite color? Orange
3. What is your favorite
part of the day at preschool? Playing outside
4. What is love? Who
knows
5. Name your favorite toy.
Xbox with Cars3 game
6. How tall are you? 5 feet
7. If you had to give away
all your toys who would
you give them to? no
one
8. What do you like best
about your siblings?
They play with me
9. If you had a million dollars what would you do
with it? 2 dog & a wolf
10. What is your favorite animal and why? Dog, I
don’t know

Blake Weaver
1. What do you want to be when
you grow up? tractor salesman
2. What is your favorite thing to do
with your family? Go to HersheyPark
3. What is something you are
thankful for? Mom & Dad
4. What is your favorite game?
Paw Patrol Game I got for
Christmas
5. What is the best thing you did
this summer? went to the beach
6. What is your favorite book? Berenstain Bears We Love Trucks
7. If you could pick on animal as a
pet what would it be & why?
My dog because he gives me
kisses
8. Who is your best friend? My
dad
9. What is the best thing about
being 5 years old? Getting
smarter
10. What makes you happy? Playing
tractors with Bob Bob
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Here we are in the New Year 2018
and have experienced extremely cold
weather in the month of January
with delays for school of one for
what I called “nuisance” snowfalls.
We know our children enjoy playing
out in the snow, but because it was so cold, they couldn't be outside to play in it. We did a fun thing and had pretend snow using
shaving cream & spreading it all over the table. They drew snowmen in the shaving cream or wrote their names, at least the first
letter of their name! That was a fun and good time spent playing
in our kind of snow & it wasn’t even freezing cold!
If you walk down our hallway, you will find mittens the children
made hanging on the clothesline as part of the clothing they would
wear out in the snow. We talked about types of weather and we are
now in the season called Winter which means mittens are required to
be worn. We also made snowman masks as a fun craft which you can
find displayed in our hallway. They had fun using their masks and pretended to be runaway snowmen.
For February we made Piggy Valentine Holders for our party. It was a
fun time enjoyed by the children to bring their cards to exchange with
their friends here at Tiny Timbers. We also made Prince & Princess
crowns to wear and they pretended they were either a Prince or a
Princess.
For me, it is just a pleasure to be part of God’s school, and to work along
side Miss Natalie. As I see the little ones mature from the first day of
school and how they hesitated to come into our school and now they
can hardly wait to come to school They have been so eager to learn
about God’s love for them and to give thanks to God by praying for all He
has given them.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support given to us here at
Tiny Timbers. Please stop in and visit with us if you happen to stop in at
the church on a Tuesday or Thursday.
Blessings to all,
Miss Ruthie, TTH Assistant Teacher
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740 Greentree Road
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

WEST GREEN TREE
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

Our Purpose Statement

“We intentionally develop friends of
Jesus Christ by sharing God’s love
through words and deeds.”

Mick Allen, Senior Pastor
pastormick@westgreentree.org

Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant
paula@westgreentree.org
Phone: 717-653-5367
Fax: 717-653-5056
www.westgreentree.org

Sunday Service Times:
Contemporary Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:15 am
Traditional Worship 10:30 am
Wednesday:
Youth @ 7 pm
Thursday Bible Studies:
Ladies 10 am
Men 7 pm

