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“You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of 
God.” Jesus around 33AD, (Matthew 22:29) 
 

Jesus was rebuking the Sadducees as they tried to trick Jesus with a bit of a 
twist of Scripture.  The Sadducees studied the Old Testament and thought they 
could catch Jesus with a problem question.  They begin with what they thought 
was a paradoxical problem. Even though they did not believe in the resurrection 
from the dead they laid out their problem: 

“Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having 
children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for 
him. Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married 
and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. The 
same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down to 
the seventh. Finally, the woman died.” Mat. 22:24-27 

After the “set-up”, they asked Jesus this question:  
“Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since 
all of them were married to her?” Mat. 22:28 

 

Ha!  I can hear the Sadducees snickering and saying, “Ha! We got Him now!”  
However, Jesus’ answer is so insightful and hits them at the core of their own 
cherished beliefs.  First the rebuke, Jesus replied, “You are in error because you 
do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.” Then Jesus’ astonishing 
answer:  

“At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; 
they will be like the angels in heaven. But about the resurrection of the 
dead—have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is not the God of the 
dead but of the living.” Mat. 22:30-32 
 

Jesus not only answered their trick question but also made a very major course 
correction on Sadducees belief system which states that there is no resurrec-
tion from the dead.  I can just hear them grumbling as they scratched their 
heads and walked away. The Sadducees fell victim to the culture of their times 
and their own traditions which they put ahead of the proper interpretation of 
the Scriptures.  How SAD YOU SEE!  (I just could not resist.) 
 

We do the same today. We let the prevailing culture and our own traditions dic-
tate they way we see the Scriptures.  We put tradition over true.  We lose the 
truth because of tradition. Let me give you an illustration. 
 

A large family would gather every Thanksgiving at grandmother’s house for 
many years.  They would all come together and bring their designated recipe 
for the dinner table.  However, anyone cooking the turkey had to do it in a very 
specific way.  The turkey had to be roasted with the turkey legs cut off and put  
in the wrong direction.  Grandmother was too old to cook the turkey so they 
would assign someone to come early to cook the turkey. Well, a newlywed 
bride was to cook the turkey and completely forgot the tradition.  As everyone  

 

Nothing We Can’t Handle 
 

No matter what distressing                       
times I face, 

When rain and storms replace the 
sunny weather, 

When things I counted on fail                     
to sustain me, 

There’s nothing we can’t handle, 
Lord, together. 

If those I thought were friends act 
more like foes, 

If I start to lose the things I hold 
most dear, 

I know that I can tell it all to You; 
You want to listen to me                         

and to hear. 
When my earthly world dissolves 

before my eyes, 
When problems seem too great for 

me to bear, 
You’ll always be there for me,                 

Lord, I know; 
I can come to you on bended                    

knees in prayer. 
It’s such a comfort, Lord, to realize, 

You’ll always be my King,                          
my Lord, my Friend; 

To share my burdens, worries,                          
and my cares, 

You’ll love me and support me                   
to the end. 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 
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was sitting the table, the beautifully cooked turkey was presented to the family.  Low and behold, the 
legs were still connected to the turkey!  Oh no!  This can not be!  How could she forget!  An argument 
ensued with people saying that is was OK. Others saying that the turkey cooks better with the legs re-
moved.  The newlywed bride is crying and the whole family is arguing except the very old and feeble 
grandmother.  Finally, with emotions spent, they turned to grandmother to finally put an end to this 
commotion.  “Grandmother,” they asked, “Please tell us why we do this.  Please tell them why we start-
ed this sacred tradition in our family.”  She replied, “Well, when I was young, your grandfather and I 
were just starting out and were very poor.  As a result, we had a very inexpensive and small roasting pan.  
So we had to cut the turkey legs off so we could fit them in the roasting pan.  That is the truth.  Please 
pass me some of the wonderful looking turkey!” Sometimes the truth suffers because of tradition. 
 

For me, one of the most powerful statements Jesus ever gave was in Matthew 22:29, “You are in error 
because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.”  I think Jesus is admonishing us to do the 
same.  We really need to know the Scriptures in order to know what is true.  I certainly do no want to be 
in error because I don’t know the Bible well enough to give a truthful statement.  And I certainly do not 
want to rely on my own traditions rather then the power of God!  So we ALL need to read and study 
God’s Word.  I have stumbled over a great acronym to help study Scripture. It is called FEAST! Here is 
what is stands for: 
 

Whether you’re new to Bible study or have been studying the Bible for many years, this FEAST method 
will bring richness to your personal quiet time and increase your love and knowledge of God.  
 

FOCUS 
Ask the Spirit of God to focus your heart and mind on Him. Then choose a passage to focus on during 
your study time.  
 

ENGAGE  
Read the passage and engage it by writing down observations (who, what, when, where, why, how). Be 
careful to use “them,” “there,” and “then” language when answering the question, “What does it say?” 
 

ASSESS 
Consider the context and genre of the passage as well as the cultural and historical background by check-
ing cross-references and commentaries. Assess the main idea of the passage by answering the question, 
“What did it mean to the original audience?”  
 

SPARK 
Ask the Holy Spirit to spark transformation in your life by applying the passage in specific and measura-
ble ways. Ask “How can I apply this?” and prayerfully commit to one small action that immediately im-
plements what you learned.  
 

TURN  
As you end your study of Scripture, turn your mind and heart toward God in worship. Respond to Him 
with praise, confession, and thanksgiving.” 
 

SOURCE: Ciuciu, Asheritah. Full: Food, Jesus, and the Battle for Satisfaction (pp. 127-128). Moody Publishers. 
 

Try using this Acronym as you feast on His incredible, wonderful, and living Word.  Matthew 22:33 goes 
on to tell us what the crowd thought of Jesus’ teaching:  
 

“When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at His teaching.”  So am I! 

All for His glory, 
Pastor Mick 
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 Discover WGT 
Are you new to West Green Tree? Are you 
curious as to why we do what we do? Inter-
ested in becoming a member? If so, plan to 
attend the upcoming Discover West Green 
Tree classes. This is a 6-week class that meets 
each Sunday morning at 9:15 am beginning 
August 19th. It runs through September 
23rd. If interested in attending, please sign 
up at the information center. See Pastor Mick 
with questions. 
 
Autumn Saints 
Are you 55 & older? Do you 
enjoy learning about the 
Bible? We have a Bible 
Study for you to try out                
beginning September 5th. 
Autumn Saints Brunch & Bible meets each 
Wednesday in the fellowship hall at 10 am. 
Folks bring a snack to share & study the Bi-
ble. The topic for this fall is yet to be deter-
mined. Save the date on your calendar & 
plan to join us! 

 
New Fall Sunday School 
Classes 
Promotion Sunday will be 
September 9th.  Starting 
that same Sunday, there 
will be the following            
classes: 
Nursery, Preschool, Pre-K 
and Kindergarten, 1st 
through 3rd and 4th 

through 6th, junior high and Sr. high.   
The new Kid Check system will also be up & 
running (fingers crossed!). This is a great way 
to keep track of our kids & keep them safe in 
the building during church times.  An infor-
mation session will be held Sunday, July 29th, 
during the Nurture sponsored breakfast. If 
you miss it, please see a Nurture Commission 
member with any questions or concerns you 
may have regarding the Kid Check system. 

Serving with the Witness Commission 
West Green Tree is signed up to volunteer for mobile 
mission at Bethesda Mission Harrisburg Friday, August 
31st. This involves going out with their van on the 
streets from 9 P. M. till about 11: 30 P. M., giving out 
food, clothing and supplies to homeless people. If                 
interested look for the sign-up sheet on the witness 
bulletin board. 

Camp Swatara Sunday 
Sunday, August 12th, many folks will be at Camp Swa-
tara for the WGT camping weekend. For those who 
are not camping, There will be Sunday School here at 
WGT at 9:15 am followed by a combined service at 
10:30 am.  

Upcoming Activities at WGT 
Take note of these future activities at the church. 
*Discover WGT begins August 19th at 9:15 am 
*There is NO YOUTH Wednesday, August 22nd -                    
E-town Fair week 
*The church office will be closed Monday, September 
3rd for the Labor Day holiday 
*The youth are invited to the O’Brien’s home 
Wednesday, September 5th, for dinner! 
*Promotion Sunday is September 9th 
*Paula will be on vacation September 17th - 24th 
*The Marriage Seminar is taking place Saturday, Sep-
tember 29th 
*Tiny Timbers families are invited to attend church & 
enjoy breakfast Sunday, September 30th 
*Love Feast will take place Sunday, October 7th, at                 
6 pm.  
*Ladies! Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 
27th for the Women’s Retreat with special guest 
speaker Afnan Lieb. Afnan was born in Haifa Israel & 
raised in a small Christian Arab village of Kfar Yasif in 
Galilee. Plan to attend & be blessed! 
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August Servants 

 August 5 August 12 August 19 August 26 

     

Scripture &               
Sermon 

Wake Up! 
Ephesians 5:6-17 

Pastor Mick 

Exposed! God Sees 
You! 

1 John 1:5-9 
TBA 

When the Light is On, There 
is Not Room for Darkness 

1 John 2:7-11 
Pastor Mick 

Children of the Light 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Pastor Mick 

Pianist/Organist Ryan Arndt Brenda Geib Leslie Allen Ryan Arndt 

Special Music Audrey Garber   Glenn Weaver 

Chorister Regena Tripp Marilyn Keener Liane Sucharski June Kolp 

Greeters 8 am Lisa & Kayley 
Kershner 

NONE Duane Bender & Jim Spickler Ed Horst 

Greeters  
10:30 am 

Charles & Marilyn 
Keener 

Greg & Cindy Seitz Marion Hess Steve & Nel Bender 

Welcome Center                                  
8 am 

Lisa & Kayley 
Kershner 

NONE Jim Spickler Steve Hiller 

Welcome Center   
10:30 am 

Cindy Collins Linda Tripp Julie Ramsey Regena Tripp 

Worship  Leader Greg Seitz Donna Weaver Dick Dickason Scott Farmer 

Ushers Youth New Horizons SS Class Faith Seekers SS Class Sojourners SS Class 

Deacons/Anointing Jeff & Dori 
Schwanger 

Marlin & Rose Hib-
shman 

Jim & Polly Shumate Clint & Julie Arndt 

Sound Room 8 am Jerry Huber & Nick 
Sieber 

NONE Jerry Huber & Greg Seitz Jeff Schwanger & Zane 
Seitz 

Sound Room  
10:30 am 

Jeff & Shane 
Schwanger 

Jerry & JJ Huber Duane Martin & Jason Leon-
ard 

Duane Martin & Greg 
Seitz 

8 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Linda Spickler & 
Hailey Tippett 

NONE  Linda Spickler & Hailey 
Tippett 

10:30 am  
Nursery/Toddler 

Regena Tripp  Kelsey Hollinger  

June & July Stats 
 June 24 July 1 July 8 July 15 

Total Worship 164 134 133 154 

Sunday School 109 85 81 62 

General $4,512.00 $5,186.00 $3,527.00 $4,376.00 

Building  $650.00 $65.00 $60.00 

Deacon $130.00 $150.00 $100.00 $30.00 

Seminary $230.00 $150.00 $70.00 $215.00 

Sermon Series: Living in the Light 
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Tiny Timbers Openings 
Tiny Timbers has openings for the upcoming 2018/2019 school 
year for the following classes: MWF PM - 2 spots open, TTH PM - 
3 spots open. If you know of anyone looking for a quality pre-
school program that is Christ-centered, please tell them about 
Tiny Timbers! Please see Cindy Seitz with questions. 

Marriage Retreat 
West Green Tree is holding a marriage retreat, Face to Face: Seven Keys to a Secure Mar-
riage” Saturday, September 29th, beginning at 8:30 am. Through this class, you will learn 
to be vulnerable & enhance your bonding, to cling to one another in times of loss & rely 
more each day on the One who comforts you with His promise, “I am with you always,” 
The cost per couple is $35 (includes lunch). Contact the church office if you are interested 
in attending and would like to register. 

Tiny Timbers Supplies 
We are looking forward to our new school year. 2018-2019. As we 
are checking supplies for the new year, there are some things we 
have a need for. If you have Lego DUPLO blocks (not Mega blocks) 
you would like to donate we would deeply appreciate it. The Tues-
day/Thursday teacher prefers these over the regular Legos for the 
smaller children. 
School & Paper supplies: Elmer’s glue sticks, masking tape, Paper 
towels,  Birthday napkins, cheap regular napkins, tall kitchen gar-
bage bags, magic cleaning erasers, refill liquid hand soap (not anti-
bacterial) Lysol in a can, Lysol cleaner in plastic sprayer, Baggies: 
gallon (with ties), sandwich baggies, snack baggies & plastic gloves. 
Please mark them for Tiny Timbers and put them anywhere near 
the preschool office door. 
Thank you for your kindness, many prayers, encouragement and 
love for this wonderful ministry and outreach at West Green Tree. 
On September 30th, the Witness Commission at West Green Tree 
will be having a Tiny Timbers Sunday. All Tiny Timbers families are 
invited to come to worship with us in either service and to enjoy 
breakfast with us at 9:15 am. Please come and meet the Tiny Tim-
bers staff and the families to show them our love and support. 

Thank you, 
Cindy Seitz 

Anniversaries 
8/3 - John & Gladys Hershey 
8/5 - George & Traci Clugston II 
8/6 - Duane & Kathy Martin 
8/7 - Dave & June Sauder 
8/8 - Todd & Lisa Shelly 
8/9 - Glenn & Sylvia Weaver 
8/17 - Justin & Nichole Hawthorne 
8/24 - Doug & Sandy Brubaker 
8/27 - Steve & Peggi Hiller 
8/29 - Jim & Polly Shumate 
8/29 - Randy & Anita Youtz 
8/31 - Charles & Marilyn Keener  
 

Birthdays 
8/1 - Aaliyah Cannon 
8/2 - Gary Dupler, Chris Metzler 
8/3 - Brenda Axe, Noelle O’Brien 
8/4 - Doug Brubaker 
8/7 - Phyllis Becker 
8/9 - Ralph Daniels, Jerry Huber, 
 Sandra Kopp 
8/10 - Sarah Kolp, Jeff Ziegler,             
 June Gerhart 
8/12 - Grace Leonard 
8/13 - Malayna Van Winkle 
8/14 - Ken Drawbaugh 
8/16 - Grace Fellenbaum 
8/18 - Nicole Drescher 
8/20 - Donna Weaver 
8/21 - Robin Cicero 
8/22 - James Hawthorne 
8/23 - Tyra Cannon 
8/25 - Sherry Davis 
8/25 - Walt Schwanger 
8/29 - Logan Smith 

TINY TIMBERS Upcoming Dates 
Please be in prayer for the upcoming Tiny Timbers school year! 
Each child that walks through those doors is an opportunity to 
show God’s love. The orientation nights for Tiny Timbers will be 
Thursday, September 6th & Friday, September 7th, both starting 
at 6 pm. The first day of school for Monday, Wednesday, &            
Friday classes is Monday, September 10th. The first day of school 
for Tuesday, Thursday classes is Tuesday, September 11th.  
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740 Greentree Road 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 

  
Mick Allen, Senior Pastor 
pastormick@westgreentree.org 

 
 

Paula Jones, Administrative Assistant 
paula@westgreentree.org  

 
 

Phone: 717-653-5367 
Fax: 717-653-5056 

 
 

www.westgreentree.org 
 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

WEST GREEN TREE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

Our Vision Statement 
“To Know, Love, &  Follow                         

Jesus by Serving All” 

Sunday Service Times: 
 Contemporary Worship 8:00 am  
 Sunday School 9:15 am 
 Traditional Worship 10:30 am 

 
Monday Bible Study: Ladies 7 pm 
 
Wednesday: Youth @ 7 pm 
 
Thursday Bible Study: Men 7 pm 

 


