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Biblical Stewardship
“Every faculty you have,
your power of thinking or
of moving your limbs from
moment to moment, is
given to you by God. If you
devoted every moment of
your whole life exclusively
to His service, you could
not give Him anything that
was not in a sense His own
already.” – C. S. Lewis, Mere Chris#anity
In October we are going to turn our a en on to the
very prac cal and signiﬁcant issue of stewardship. In
1 Corinthians 4 Paul writes, “Think of us as servants
of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” A
steward is an old-school term that basically means
manager. Wealthy people in Jesus’ day had
stewards who worked for them. They managed their
household and oversaw their ﬁnancial dealings.
Stewards were entrusted with their master’s
property.
To think of myself as God’s steward is counter
cultural because it declares that God is the ul mate
owner of all that is mine. I have the power to decide
what to do with it, just like a ﬁnancial advisor; but
it’s God’s resources that I am inves ng, not mine.
We may ask, “How could my me be God’s? How
could my money be God’s?” In 1 Corinthians Paul
writes, “What do you have that you did not receive?
And if you received it, why do you boast as if it were
not a gi3?” Paul’s point is that everything we have is
a gi3 from God. Listen to what God says in
Deuteronomy 8:17-18, “Do not say to yourself, ‘My
power and the might of my own hand have go en
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me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God,
for it is he who gives you power to get wealth.”
From a biblical standpoint, none of us is owners. We
are all managers – managers of the gi3s God has
given us, including me, money, and abili es.
In October we are going to do a three-week sermon
series on stewardship. This series will conclude with
our Consecra on Sunday on October 29th, at which
me we will collect our 2018 Stewardship Pledge
Cards.
As disciples of Jesus Christ in the 21st century, we
face a lot of challenges in handling our me and
money. The goal for this sermon series is to help us
understand and embrace a larger biblical view of
stewardship, which goes beyond church budgets
and projects, and connects everything we do to
what God is doing in the world.
Our goal is to be faithful stewards of all that God has
given us in order to honor God, serve others, and
further God’s Kingdom.
Blessings,
Pastor Tim

The Kani Kani Pele (The “Ringing Bell” in Hawaiian)

Please join us on October 29th from 4:00—8:00 p.m. in Holman Hall.
There will be a Chili Cook-Oﬀ Contest, a Trunk or Treat and ac#vi#es
for the kids. If you are interested in the Chili Cook-Oﬀ, please
contact Andrea Schindler at arschindler@gmail.com. There is a prize
and you don’t have to share the family recipe. :)
If you are not planning on entering the Chili Cook-Oﬀ Contest, and
your LAST NAME begins with A-L then bring a appe#zer/side dish, MZ bring a dessert to share.
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If you are
interested in the
October birthdays,
please call the church office
at 261-6238

October
Birthdays

CONSECRATION SUNDAY
Sunday, October 29th, is Consecra on Sunday.
This is the day we celebrate God’s faithfulness and
consecrate ourselves in service to God by dedica ng
our 2018 stewardship pledges. In prepara on for
your thing decisions, please prayerfully consider
the many gi3s you receive through your belief in
Jesus Christ. As Methodists we believe in grace
everlas ng. Grace is in every part of our lives.
Grace upli3s us, guides us and remains as a constant
in our lives. We are indeed blessed.

ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE
Kailua United Methodist Church will
have their annual Charge Conference with
District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Se Hee
Han on Monday, October 16, 2017 at 7:00
p.m. here at KUMC. This will be a joint
charge conference with Keolumana UMC
and First Tongan UMC. All are welcome. Reminder
to all council chairs to have your wri3en reports
into Shelley by October 2, 2017. Thank you.

OCTOBER 22ND BLOOD DRIVE
DID YOU KNOW? YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION
Health Ministries is sponsoring a
Commonly trusts are arranged to beneﬁt the
Blood Drive on Sunday, October 22nd
mundane, general building and
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in
maintenance needs. Gu ers,
Kelleway. Please look for Deborah
toilets, termite treatment for
Tom to sign up a3er worship or call
example, are not frequently a topic
the church oﬃce. Kailua United
of discussion yet are none-the-less Methodist Church consistently collects among the
very important in maintaining any
highest numbers of blood units collected of any
structure. Just as frequently more
church on island. Let’s make sure we keep up the
speciﬁc requests are made by fellow good work by dona ng! Mahalo for signing up to
KUMC individuals and groups. Funding requests are give the gi3 of life! Reminder to our regular donors:
pe oned to your church peers on the KUMC
please remember your 8 week
Founda on board. Input is always desired.
7meline.
It’s easy to fund an exis ng trust or start a new
trust. To make a tax deduc ble dona on please
speak to or email Ann McBirnie at
amcbirnie@hawaiiantel.net or John Kojima at
johnkojima@gmail.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE LAST WORD

“Now with God’s help, I shall
become myself.”
~ Soren Kierkegaard

