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Jesus for President – 

Campaigning for the Kingdom 

of God 
 

You may not have heard, but a 

presiden�al elec�on is coming 

up soon. Some are excited. 

Some are scared. Most are 

looking forward to November 

9
th

 and the end of all of the 

craziness of this elec�on season. 
 

As I shared in a sermon last month, what helps me 

sort through all of the elec�on drama is the concept 

of God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom gives me a 

framework for approaching poli�cs. God’s kingdom 

is the lens through which I view poli�cal decisions. 
 

God’s kingdom was Jesus’ favorite subject. He 

talked about it more than anything else. 
 

The kingdom of God is the world as God wants it to 

be. The kingdom of God is where what God wants to 

happen actually happens. For 1
st

 Century Jews, their 

greatest hope and longing was for the kingdom of 

God; for God to finally take his place as the righ/ul 

king of the earth and establish his reign; for God to 

finally make the world right; for God to replace its 

brokenness with his wholeness.  
 

In the gospels, Jesus shows up saying, “The kingdom 

of God is at hand.” In other words, I’m here to usher 

in the kingdom of God. 
 

Jesus’ words are poli�cal and radical, in the truest 

sense of that word. In announcing the kingdom of 

God, Jesus is challenging Rome and all its power. 

He’s also challenging the Jewish leaders and their 

poli�cal aspira�ons. 

 

When 1
st

 Century Jews heard the phrase kingdom of 

God, they imagined one decisive act in which evil 

would be defeated, Israel would be restored, and 

God himself would become King. Jesus arrived into 

this heated poli�cal environment and declared, 

“The Kingdom of God is breaking into history, but it 

doesn’t look like you thought it would.” 
 

Here are two new perspec�ves that Jesus taught: 

The kingdom of God isn’t going to come about 

through violence.  

The kingdom of God isn’t going to come about 

all at once.  
 

According to Jesus and the rest of the New 

Testament, the kingdom of God is both present and 

future. The kingdom of God is both now and not yet.  
 

Jesus’ coming was the inaugura�on of God’s 

kingdom. Jesus’ second coming will be the 

fulfillment of God’s kingdom. For now, we live 

between these two reali�es. We live in the �mes 

between the �mes. 
 

That means that the kingdom of God is now 

accessible to all, but it’s our choice whether or not 

we chose to live in it. God’s Kingdom has arrived but 

other kingdoms remain. 
 

One day God’s kingdom will be the only kingdom in 

town, and what a glorious day that will be.  
 

Un�l that day, our job is to build for God’s kingdom. 

The church exists to serve the kingdom of God. That 

is our reason for being. The church exists to 

con�nue the worldwide movement that Jesus 

began. What an amazing privilege. 

 

  Blessings, 

  Pastor Tim 
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Christmas Play 2016 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The Children’s Ministry invites all the children of KUMC to par�cipate in the Christmas Play on December 

11th during service.  In prepara�on, we will be prac�cing Christmas songs every Sunday before Sunday 

School in November through December.  Volunteers are needed for coordina�ng the kids, and helping 

with the set design and costumes.  Please contact Mandy Walters at coffeewithsunshine@gmail.com. 

Rehearsals will be on December 4th aBer church and on Saturday, December 10th (�me to be announced). 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT THE PARSONAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Tim and Cindy will be hos�ng Thanksgiving 

dinner at the parsonage.  If you’d like to join in, 

please RSVP to Cindy at cindyellington@yahoo.com.  

VETERAN’S DAY SERVICE 

     Our Veteran’s Day service will be Sunday,  

November 13. We  invite all our ac�ve duty and   

re�red military members to wear their uniforms that 

day as we honor them.    

ONE BIG CANOE – WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE 

First Saturday of each month, 5:00 p.m., Keolumana UMC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us next Sat, November 5, 5:00 pm at Keolumana UMC, for our joint Saturday night worship service called 

One Big Canoe. If you do, here’s what you’ll experience: 

• Fellowship with members and friends of four United Methodist Churches 

• A special kid’s table with children’s ac�vity workbooks 

• A full band playing upliBing music 

• Communion 

Dinner - all are invited to bring a dish to share.  This worship service is for all ages - kids and adults alike. So 

bring your family or bring a friend, because One Big Canoe is where everyone is welcome and anything is 

possible.   
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November 
Birthdays 

If you are  
interested in the  

November birthdays,  
please call the church office  

at 261-6238 

KAILUA UMC CHARGE CONFERENCE 

     This year’s Charge Conference 

will be Tuesday, November 15th 

at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  All 

ministry leaders please have your 

reports in to Shelley by  

November 1st.  Thank you.  All 

are welcome to aHend this conference. 

 

67 MORE DAYS TILL CHRISTMAS 

     This years Christmas falls on a  

Sunday.  Our Worship CommiHee  

recently met to discuss our plans for 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  

We’ve decided will have on one 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  

It will be at 7:00 p.m., and it will include all of the  

beau�ful music and rich tradi�ons that we cherish in 

our candlelight service. 

     We will have a Christmas Day Celebra�on at 9:30 

a.m., in which we will celebrate Jesus’ birthday on his 

birthday.   

     For those of you who like to plan ahead, now you 

can! 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

     We will be preparing the church 

for Advent and Christmas on  

Saturday, November 26th.  Please 

join us in decora�ng our sanctuary 

and campus.  More details to follow.   

 

DID YOU KNOW?  YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION 

Bob Kessler, our beloved KUMC  

pastor in the late 1970’s thru most 

of the 1980’s died soon aBer  

re�rement.  His wife Carol and Bob’s 

surviving family established a trust 

keeping alive one of Bob’s many  

passions….camping and hiking with 

the KUMC members.  A fund was 

established in Bob’s name to help 

others aHend KUMC sponsored campouts.  His fund 

also helps abused spouses and children, elder care and 

several emergency needs.  

     It’s easy to fund an exis�ng trust or start a new 

trust.  You will find an envelope in the back of the pew 

where you may make a tax deduc�ble dona�on.  For 

ques�ons please contact either Jerry Allen at Jerry-

Allen@hawaii.rr.com or Ann McBirnie at 

amcbirnie@hawaiiantel.net. 

 

MAHALO COMMUNITY PARTNER KUMC 

     Many thanks to the ‘ohana of 

Kailua United Methodist Church, who 

are the financial sponsors of one of 

our brand new fall sites—the Boys 

and Girls Club Spaulding Clubhouse!  

So glad to be able to bring this  

program to girls all across Oahu and 

maintain our commitment to never turn a girl away for 

financial reasons.  Thank you! 

     This was made possible with monies from the 

KUMC 2016 Summer Fest!  Good job KUMC!   



Kailua United Methodist Church 

1110 Kailua Road 
Kailua  HI  96734 
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E-mail: Kailua.umc@hawaiiantel.net 
Website:  www.KailuaUMC.org 
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