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An Ivy League Atheist
In his book The Reason for
God, Timothy Keller argues
that America is becoming less
religious and more religious
at the same me. Both camps
are on the rise, and they are
increasingly polarized.
The rise of skep cism seems
fairly self evident. But the
rise of faith may come as
more of a surprise. For
example, thirty years ago less than 1 percent of all the
teachers and professors of philosophy in the country
were orthodox Chris ans. Today that number stands at
10 to 25 percent. In the last ﬁve years, more than a
hundred churches have been started in New York City by
Chris ans from Africa alone.
As Keller puts it, “We have come to a cultural moment in
which both skep cs and believers feel their existence is
threatened because both secular skep cism and religious
faith are on the rise in signiﬁcant, powerful ways. We
have neither the Western Christendom of the past nor
the secular, religionless society that was predicted for
the future. We have something else en rely.”
What we have is a divided culture, and I sense that
division in my own experience. At mes when I tell
people that I am a pastor, I see the walls go up – walls of
distance and walls of mistrust. Yet, God is at work
outside of the church, and God calls us to invest our me
and energy with those outside of the church. That is, in
fact, where we must go to fulﬁll our mission.
When Timothy Keller started a church in Manha1an,
almost everyone told him he was crazy. As he puts it,
“Church meant belief, but Manha1an was the land of
skep cs, cri cs, and cynics.” What he discovered is that
there is a hunger for faith even in the land of skep cs.
Here’s one example from his book:
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“Making Disciples of Christ from All Generations”
“Kelly was an Ivy League atheist. As a twelve-year-old,
Kelly watched her grandfather die of cancer and her twoyear-old sister undergo surgery, chemo, and radia on
therapy for a brain tumor. By the me she was an
undergraduate at Columbia University, she had lost hope
that life had any meaning to it. Several of her Chris an
friends at college spoke to her of their faith, but she
wasn’t interested. However, when her sister had a stroke
and was paralyzed at the age of fourteen, it moved her
not to give up on God but to begin more deliberately
searching. By then she was living and working in the city.
She met her future husband, Kevin, also a Columbia grad
and an atheist, who was working on Wall Street with J.P.
Morgan. Their doubts about God were very stubborn,
and yet they had doubts about their doubts, and so they
began a1ending Redeemer. Their pilgrimage toward
faith was slow and painstaking. One of the things that
kept them on the trail, however, was the large number
of Chris ans they met that were every bit as
sophis cated and smart as anyone else they’d met in the
city. Finally they were not only convinced of Chris anity’s
intellectual credibility, but were a1racted by its vision of
life. Kelly wrote, ‘As an atheist I thought I lived a moral,
community-oriented, concerned-with-social-jus ce kind
of life, but Chris anity had an even higher standard –
down to our thoughts and the state of our hearts. I
accepted God’s forgiveness and invited him into my
life.’”
Faith can spring up in the most surprising places, like
Manha1an, and even Kailua; and God is at work in the
most surprising people, like Kelly, and maybe even in
your neighbor or co-worker.
On Your Side,
Pastor Tim
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AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY’S WINDWARD RELAY FOR LIFE
UPCOMING EVENTS
♦

May 21st: Relay for Life kick oﬀ Bake Unsale

♦

June 11th: Reques ng any Relay for Life Silent Auc on wrapped giH baskets or giH cer ﬁcate dona ons
brought to church by this date

♦

July 4th: Kailua July 4th Parade Shave Ice at end of parade route—78 South Kainalu Drive

♦

July 8th: Windward Relay for Life at Windward Mall July 8th from 1-7pm

Join our team by going to relayforlife.org/windwardoahuhi
Checks can be put in the oﬀering plate any me up to July 8th. Please make checks payable to American
Cancer Society, with KUMC Relay for Life in the memo line.
Please see Deborah Tom or call her at 808 728 9993 if you have any ques ons.
Thank you for your con nued support!

DID YOU KNOW? YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION
May and June are two months each year where we recognize our KUMC graduates for
their eﬀort and transi on. Several trusts fund scholarships annually. The Dolly Towne Trust
for example, explicitly directs that its’ earnings be devoted to the educa onal needs of our
church ohana.
It’s easy to fund an exis ng trust or start a new trust. For ques ons, please contact Tim
Fern at mfern@hawaii.rr.com or Steve Pla1 at stevepla196@yahoo.com.
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If you are
interested in the
May birthdays,
please call the church office
at 261-6238

May
Birthdays

CHURCH RENOVATION MEETING
Join us Sunday, May 7th aHer worship for a
Church Renova on Informa on Session.
All are welcome.

We all worry about something. In this series,
we explore the most common worries and
fears that we face and look at prac cal steps
for overcoming these fears. The message of
Easter is that the worst thing is never the last
thing. In the death and resurrec on of Jesus
Christ, God invites us and empowers us to live
with courage and hope.
May 7

The Sky Is Falling: Fear of the
Future

May 14

Parents’ Biggest Fears

May 21

The Fear of Failure

June 4

Growing Old (Isn’t for Sissies)
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SAVE THE DATE - IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN….

KAILUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
7th Annual Summer Fest
Saturday, August 5, 2017
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1110 Kailua Road, Kailua, Hi 96734
ph. 261-6238, www.kailuaumc.org
Please join us for our Seventh Annual Summer Fest, a celebration of
summer featuring local handmade crafts, jewelry; plants, produce, food,
shave ice, specialty items. If you have any questions, please call the
church office at 261-6238 or visit our website at www.kailuaumc.org. Hope
to see you at Summerfest. Invite all your friends!
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UPDATE FROM INDIA
Happy Easter. It was a beau ful Easter with our church family. Everyone arrived at 5 a.m. and prayed
for 1 hour. The service started at 6 and went to 9 a.m. with a tea break in the middle. We had breakfast at 9 and then had a talent show un l lunch. During the talent show 6 young men at diﬀerent points
in the program came forward to give their tes mony. Each of them was touched by the power of God
and found it diﬃcult to speak because of their emo ons. We praise God for their courage and we
praise God that he has a hold on their hearts to move them as He wills.

KUMC PRAYER MINISTRY
“Be joyful in hope, pa ent in aﬄic on, and faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:12
We are in the process of reviewing our KUMC prayer ministry. Prayer is core to being a Chris an disciple
yet it can be challenging for many of us to fully embrace and put into daily prac ce. There are so many
ways to pray and an abundance of material available to help us to develop good prayer prac ces.
Some mes it may be hard to feel the connec on to God or to slow down enough to reﬂect and listen.
We may wonder, is God really listening? Does God really want to hear from me? How do I make me to
truly listen for God’s message? In my recent ponderings, I came across this poem by Mech ld of
Magdeburg from the Middle Ages which game me a wonderful image of the power of prayer. She said,
As love grows and expands in the soul,
it rises eagerly to God and overﬂows
toward the Glory
which bends toward it.
Then Love melts through the soul into the senses,
so that the body too might share in it,
for Love is drawn into all things.
Our prayer prac ce helps us to connect to God at the deepest level. Let’s keep working our prayer
muscles and grow our love-ﬁlled souls.
Please be sure to let us know if you have a prayer request for yourself or others, or if you would like to
become more ac ve in the prayer ministry team at KUMC. Contact Sue Pignataro at 808-421-8713 or
sue.pignataro@gmail.com.

Kailua United Methodist Church
1110 Kailua Road
Kailua HI 96734
(808) 261-6238 (voice),
E-mail: Kailua.umc@hawaiiantel.net
Website: www.KailuaUMC.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE LAST WORD

“Let us be grateful to people who make
us happy, they are the charming
gardners who make our souls
blossom”

~ Marcel Proust

