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Kids and Chaos 

Someone recently asked 

me, “Why do we take a 

break over the summer?” 

referring to the break that 

our choir and small groups 

take in June and July. I 

responded by saying, 

“During the summer we 

dial down certain 

ministries and dial up 

other ones. In par"cular, 

summer is a "me when we as a church want to 

focus our energy on ministries for children and 

youth.” Children and youth are a priority for us 

because they are a priority for Jesus. 
 

In Luke 18, Jesus finishes telling a parable about a 

tax collector and Pharisee with these words, “All 

who exalt themselves will be humbled but all who 

humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

Then the rush of children begins. A mother carries 

her li�le girl and puts her on Jesus’ lap. Other 

parents begin bringing their children as well, hoping 

that Jesus might bless them. “Can you pray for my 

son Samuel?” “This is Rachel; she’s three years old.” 
 

Soon there are children running around Jesus’ feet 

and infants being held in his arms. Maybe some of 

the kids are crying; maybe some of them are 

laughing. It’s probably somewhat chao(c, and it’s 

definitely interrup(ng Jesus’ teaching. It’s not easy 

to give a sermon with kids crawling on your back. 
 

They say that baby si,ng is the best form of birth 

control. There is something to that theory. Children 

and chaos go hand in hand. 
 

The disciples see what is happening – Jesus ge,ng 

mobbed by drooling infants – and they jump into 

ac"on. They yell, “Stop it,” to those bringing the 

children to Jesus. They rebuke them. They 

reprimand them: “Keep these li1le kids away from 

our Rabbi.” 
 

Why? Maybe they think: 

• Somebody needs to protect Jesus from this  

      Distrac"on. 

• Jesus has be1er use of his "me than baby si,ng. 

• Order must be established.  
 

A5er all, children and chaos go hand in hand, and 

that chaos can interrupt the serious and important 

work of the church. 
 

But Jesus is different from the prevailing cultural 

norms of the day. Jesus breaks our preconceived 

no"ons of a religious leader. 
 

The disciples rebuke the children, but Jesus calls for 

them. Jesus says, “Let the children come to me. 

Don’t stop them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to 

such as these.” 
 

Wow, Jesus wants children to come to him. Jesus 

has "me for children. Jesus values children. 
 

Jesus is for children. He is their advocate and their 

defender. They are not an annoyance; they are not 

below him. Children are a priority for Jesus. And as 

his followers, children are a priority for us. 
 

I want to thank every volunteer in our church who 

serves children and youth. Through you – your 

sacrifice of "me and energy – children are coming to 

Jesus. Through you children are experiencing God’s 

love. 
 

We want to be known as a church that is for 

children. Through you, this is happening. 

                          

                           Blessings,  Pastor Tim 
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AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY’S WINDWARD RELAY FOR LIFE  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

 

♦ June 11th:  Reques"ng any Relay for Life Silent Auc"on wrapped gi5 baskets or   

      gi5 cer"ficate dona"ons brought to church by this date 

♦  July 4th:   Kailua July 4th Parade Shave Ice at end of parade route—78 South Kainalu Drive 

♦  July 8th:   Windward Relay for Life at Windward Mall July 8th from 1-7pm  

  

Join our team by going to relayforlife.org/windwardoahuhi.  Checks can be put in the offering plate any "me 

up to July 8th.  Please make checks payable to American Cancer Society, with KUMC Relay for Life in the 

memo line.  Please see Deborah Tom or call her at 808 728 9993 if you have any ques"ons.  Thank you for 

your con"nued support! 

 
Team 1 KUMC- http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17PL?

team_id=2202901&pg=team&fr_id=82365 
Team 2  KUMC 2- http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17PL?

team_id=2202910&pg=team&fr_id=82365 
 

YOUTH RETREAT AND GATHERINGS 

 

For those in the 6th-12th grades, please save the following dates: 

 

Joint Youth Summer Retreat 

When:  July 14-16 

Where:  Wahiawa UMC 

Theme:  Building Chris(an Iden(ty  

Cost:  $30.00 
 

Youth Rally 

When:  July 29, 4:30-9:00 p.m. 

Where:  Christ UMC 

What:  A (me for worship, food, fellowship and fun to kick off the new school year 
 

Bishop’s Confirma9on Retreat 

When:  September 22-24, 2017 

Where:  Camp Mokulei’a 

What:  A retreat with our Cal-Pac Conference Bishop Grant Hagiya for all youth who are being 

or have been confirmed.  The theme is “Passionate Disciples: Leading Others to Experience 

God’s Love” and ac(vi(es include: worship, communion, campfires, small groups, workshops, 

hiking, swimming, food and fellowship.   
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June 
Birthdays 

 
 
 

If you are  
interested in the  
June birthdays,  

please call the church office  
at 261-6238 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE UPDATE 

     George Switzer sent his thanks for the care cards of 

encouragement we sent to him last month.  His  

daughter wrote "your loving kindness and prayers has 

strengthened us through this "me. As George and  

Gerry's family, we knew they were surrounded by 

their church family, which was a comfort to us being 

on the mainland. We are all learning how to live here 

while Gerry has earned her place in heaven. Please 

keep George in your prayers as he becomes  

accustomed to his new home. Mahalo!" 

 

CHURCH ALTAR FLOWERS HELP NEEDED 

     We are looking for someone  

to pick up a flower arrangement 

from the florist and bring it to 

church for those months where 

there is a fi5h Sunday.  Pick up 

would be the day before 

(Saturday) and then place them 

on the altar by 9:00 a.m. that 

Sunday.  This is fully reimbursable.  The Sundays we 

need assistance are: July 30th, October 29th and  

December 31st.  Please call or text Jackie Suzuki if you 

are able to help or have ques"ons.  Phone number is 

808-391-2668.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION 

     Lee Mitchell was a great guy.  

Friendly and quiet on approach, yet 

very keen about KUMC’s care and      

upkeep.  Lee’s widow, Dee Mitchell 

and his family set up the Lee  

Mitchell Trust to con"nue the 

church upkeep and repair and  

specifically acknowledge the care of 

our Medita"on Rock Garden.  Both 

Lee and Dee are gone now, but their contribu"on lives 

on in our beau"ful campus. 

     It’s easy to fund an exis"ng trust or start a new 

trust.  To make a tax deduc"ble dona"on please speak 

to or email John Kojima at  

johnkojima@gmail.com or Jerry Allen at  

Jerry-Allen@hawaii.rr.com.  

 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 

     One to two members of our 

prayer team will be available every 

Sunday a5er worship on the lanai 

for sharing of private prayer  

concerns.  They will be wearing 

bright red lei for easy  

iden"fica"on.     
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KAILUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
7th  Annual Summer Fest 
Saturday, August 5, 2017 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

1110 Kailua Road, Kailua, Hi 96734 
ph. 261-6238, www.kailuaumc.org 

 
Please join us for our Seventh Annual Summer Fest, a celebration 
of  summer featuring local handmade crafts, jewelry; plants,  
produce, food, shave ice, specialty items.  If  you have any  
questions, please call the church office at 261-6238 or visit our 
website at www.kailuaumc.org.  Hope to see you at  Summerfest.  
Invite all your friends!  We still have room for vendors! 
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FOURTH OF JULY POTLUCK PICNIC 
Sunday, July 1, 2017 

 

On the lawn adjoining the  

sanctuary a2er worship 

 

All Church Celebra5on 

 

POTLUCK PICNIC— FOOD AND FUN 

                               For the en5re family! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring your lawn chairs and mats 

Cold drinks will be provided 

 

Last names ending in: 

 

                                   A-H  Salad 

              I-P    Main Dish 

             Q-Z  Pupus 

 

 

Please join us in celebra5ng  

Independence Day! 



Kailua United Methodist Church 

1110 Kailua Road 
Kailua  HI  96734 
(808) 261-6238 (voice),  
E-mail: Kailua.umc@hawaiiantel.net 
Website:  www.KailuaUMC.org 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

T
H

E
 L

A
S

T
 W

O
R

D
 

  “Su
m

m
er a

ftern
o
o
n

—
su

m
m

er a
ftern

o
o
n

; to
 

m
e th

o
se h

a
ve a

lw
a

ys b
een

 th
e tw

o
 m

o
st 

b
ea

u
tifu

l w
o
rd

s in
 th

e En
g

lish
 la

n
g

u
a

g
e.” 

 
 

 
~

H
en

ry Ja
m

es 


