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“Making Disciples of Christ from All Generations”

The Keeper of the Stream
As Methodists, we take
seriously the ques on, “How
goes it with your soul?” Your
soul is not just something that
lives on a er your body dies.
It’s the most important thing
about you. It’s your life;
therefore, the health of your
soul is the hinge on which the rest of your life hangs.
As we begin a new year, I want to share the
following parable that was wri(en by John Ortberg
and appears in his book Soul Keeping:
There once was a town high in the Alps that
straddled the banks of a beau ful stream. The
stream was fed by springs that were old as the earth
and deep as the sea. The water was clear like
crystal. Children laughed and played beside it;
swans and geese swam on it. You could see the
rocks and the sand and the rainbow trout that
swarmed at the bo om of the stream.
High in the hills, far beyond anyone’s sight, lived an
old man who served as Keeper of the Springs. He
had been hired so long ago that now no one could
remember a me when he wasn’t there. He would
travel from one spring to another in the hills,
removing branches or fallen leaves or debris that
might pollute the water. But his work was unseen.
One year the town council decided they had be er
things to do with their money. No one supervised
the old man anyway. They had roads to repair and
taxes to collect and services to oﬀer, and giving
money to an unseen stream-cleaner had become a
luxury they could no longer aﬀord. So the old man
le+ his post.

High in the mountains, the springs went untended;
twigs and branches and worse muddied the liquid
ﬂow. Mud and silt compacted the creek bed; farm
wastes turned parts of the stream into stagnant
bogs. For a me no one in the village no ced. But
a+er a while, the water was not the same. It began
to look brackish. The swans ﬂew away to live
elsewhere. The water no longer had a crisp scent
that drew children to play by it. Some people in the
town began to grow ill. All no ced the loss of
sparkling beauty that used to ﬂow between the
banks of the streams that fed the town.
The life of the village depended on the stream, and
the life of the stream depended on the keeper. The
city council reconvened, the money was found, the
old man was rehired.
A+er yet another me, the springs were cleaned,
the stream was pure, children played again on its
banks, illness was replaced by health, the swans
came home, and the village came back to life. The
life of a village depended on the health of the
stream.
The stream is your soul. And you are the keeper.

Blessings,
Pastor Tim
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ONE CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY
Spiritual Unity in our Diversity
WHAT: 2017 Bri4 Lectures with Dr. Lloyd Allen
WHEN: February 17 to 20, 2017
WHERE: First United Methodist Church
1020 Beretania Street, free parking oﬀ of Victoria Street
Friday, February 17 @ 7 p.m.

“Chris an Spirituality in the Early Church: Our Common Roots”

Saturday, February 18 @ 7 p.m.

“Wesleyan Spirituality: Its La n, Western, Protestant, Pie st Roots”

Sunday, February 19 @ 7 p.m.

“Hawaiian, Paciﬁc Islander, Asian Spirituality: Wesleyan Spirituality
in Fresh Forms”

Monday, Feb. 20 @ 9 to 12 p.m.

“Spiritual Forma on in Today’s Congrega ons: Fresh Expressions of
Ancient Disciplines for Tomorrow’s Church”

Lectures are free and open to the public. Child care and sign language interpreta on are available upon request. For
more informa on, call 522-9555.

Dr. Allen is Professor of Church History and Spiritual
Forma on at Mercer University’s James and Carolyn
McAfee School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia. He is
a frequent faculty member for the Academy of Spiritual Forma on and is also a spiritual director. Dr. Allen’s
lecture series will explore the unity of Chris an
spirituality in its diversity of historical and cultural
expressions, with special a en on to Hawaiian, Paciﬁc
Islander, and Asian spirituality.
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If you are
interested in the
January birthdays,
please call the church office
at 261-6238

January
Birthdays

Jan. 15

Isn’t the Bible a Myth?

Jan. 22

How Can You Say There Is Only One
Way to God?

Jan. 29

What Gives You the Right to Tell Me
How to Live My Life?

Feb. 5

Why Does God Allow Suffering?

Feb. 12

Why Is the Church Responsible for So
Much Injustice?

Feb. 19

Would a Good God Really Send
People to Hell?

DID YOU KNOW? YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION
Kaye Wuest was a long me
KUMC member and volunteer. In fact,
we at Kailua United Methodist
acknowledged her impact on this
church and its membership, naming
Kaye a ’Living Treasurer.’ Kaye is
deceased now but her inﬂuence
con nues in the Kaye Wuest Trust
which according to Kaye’s wishes
speciﬁcally helps to fund music needs and member’s
educa on pursuits; and then general needs of our
church campus and buildings.
It’s easy to fund an exis ng trust or start a new trust.
If you have any ques ons, please ask Steve Pla at
stevepla 96@yahoo.com or John Kojima at
johnkojima@gmail.com.
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SEEKERS CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER
2016

Tracy Ing, Maureen Rohr, Karen Brannen, Elisa Chong, Cynthia Tchou, Carol Kalahiki, Deborah Tom,
Jessica Richey, Londyn Richey, Peter Tchou, Matt Brannen, Dara Grant, Sam Mahoney, Rick Rohr,
Melanie Killam, Austin Tom

Carol Kalahiki, Maureen Rohr, Rick Rohr, Melanie Killam, Deborah Tom, Jessica Richey, Londyn Richey,
Elisa Chong, Tracy Ing, Shawn Richey, Cynthia Tchou, Dara Grant, Sam Mahoney, Karen Brannen,
Matt Brannen, Austin Tom
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FLOWER AND COFFEE SIGNUP

The new 2017 Flower and Coﬀee signup lists are posted in the narthex behind the oﬃce door
and are ready for dedica ons. Flowers are $20.00 and coﬀee is $10.00. Thank you.

ONE BIG CANOE

WORSHIP
CASUAL
INTERACTIVE
FAMILY FRIENDLY
Every 1st Saturday at 5:00 p.m.
Keolumana UMC (1425 Keolu Drive, Kailua)

Keolumana UMC, Kailua UMC, Kahalu’u UMC, Parker UMC

Kailua United Methodist Church
1110 Kailua Road
Kailua HI 96734
(808) 261-6238 (voice),
E-mail: Kailua.umc@hawaiiantel.net
Website: www.KailuaUMC.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE LAST WORD

“The object of a new year is not that we
should have a new year. It is that we
should have a new soul.”

~ G. K. Chesterton

