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New Leaders for a New Year
Each new year is an
opportunity for new ministry.
As God says in Isaiah 43:19,
“See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it?”
The catalyst for this new
ministry is the leaders in our
church who will plan it, pray over it, and guide it. As
we step into 2017, I’m excited about and thankful
for our church leaders. These are men and women
who have agreed to use their 0me and talents to
invest in God’s kingdom by blessing our church.
We want to make sure that you all know who your
leaders are. Here is a list of the church council
leaders, as well as the SPRC members (our HR
group) and Trustees (our property management
group):
CHURCH COUNCIL
Council Chair: Ann McBirnie
Council Vice Chair: Steve Pla;
Lay Leader: Ann McBirnie
Staﬀ-Parish Rela0ons Chair: Deborah Tom
Board of Trustees Chair: Joan Riggs
Children’s Ministry/Sunday School: Mandy Walters
& Amber Musser
Kailua Methodist Preschool Board Chairs: Barbara
Burton
Membership & Evangelism Chair: Arlene Richardson
Worship Chair: Bob & Debbie Ritchie
Mission/Outreach Chair: Dara Grant
Small Group Coordinator: Cindy Ellington
Founda0on President: Don Raymond
Youth Director: Al Scales
Children’s Ministry Director: Chris0ne McElwain

February 2017

“Making Disciples of Christ from All Generations”
STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Chair: Deborah Tom
Class of 2017: Chanda Ahokovi, Deborah Tom
Class of 2018: Ed Suzuki, Bruce Ayres
Class of 2019: John Musser, Moana Looney
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chair: Joan Riggs
Class of 2017: Joan Riggs, Cliﬀord Nobriga
Class of 2018: Bob Ress, Ka0e Fout Wiltshire
Class of 2019: Rob Myer, Rich Rome
In addi0on to these lay leaders, we are also building
up our staﬀ team this year. We’re excited to have
Chris0ne McElwain now serving as our Children’s
Ministry Director. Having a vital children’s ministry is
a key priority for our church.
Two other areas of ministry that we want to
strengthen this year are:
Providing congrega0onal care for our church
members, especially our senior adults
Welcoming ﬁrst 0me guests and incorpora0ng
them into the life of our church
We have wonderful volunteers who serve in each of
these areas. In order to be;er equip and support
these volunteers, we will be adding a staﬀ member
to lead each of these ministry areas.
I’m excited about the new leaders that God is giving
us for this new year. Please pray for them. Pray that
God will refresh them and transform them as they
lay down their lives to serve in Jesus’ name. Pray
that they will be empowered and directed by the
Holy Spirit, as they lead us into the “new thing” that
God has for us this year.
Blessings,
Pastor Tim
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ONE CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY
Spiritual Unity in our Diversity
WHAT: 2017 Bri5 Lectures with Dr. Lloyd Allen
WHEN: February 17 to 20, 2017
WHERE: First United Methodist Church
1020 Beretania Street, free parking oﬀ of Victoria Street
Friday, February 17 @ 7 p.m.

“Chris0an Spirituality in the Early Church: Our Common Roots”

Saturday, February 18 @ 7 p.m.

“Wesleyan Spirituality: Its La0n, Western, Protestant, Pie0st Roots”

Sunday, February 19 @ 7 p.m.

“Hawaiian, Paciﬁc Islander, Asian Spirituality: Wesleyan Spirituality
in Fresh Forms”

Monday, Feb. 20 @ 9 to 12 p.m.

“Spiritual Forma0on in Today’s Congrega0ons: Fresh Expressions of
Ancient Disciplines for Tomorrow’s Church”

Lectures are free and open to the public. Child care and sign language interpreta on are available upon request. For
more informa on, call 522-9555.

Dr. Allen is Professor of Church History and Spiritual
Forma0on at Mercer University’s James and Carolyn
McAfee School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia. He is
a frequent faculty member for the Academy of Spiritual Forma0on and is also a spiritual director. Dr. Allen’s
lecture series will explore the unity of Chris0an
spirituality in its diversity of historical and cultural
expressions, with special a;en0on to Hawaiian, Paciﬁc
Islander, and Asian spirituality.
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If you are
interested in the
February birthdays,
please call the church office
at 261-6238

February
Birthdays

Jan. 15

Isn’t the Bible a Myth?

Jan. 22

How Can You Say There Is Only One
Way to God?

Jan. 29

What Gives You the Right to Tell Me
How to Live My Life?

Feb. 5

Why Does God Allow Suffering?

Feb. 12

Why Is the Church Responsible for So
Much Injustice?

Feb. 19

Would a Good God Really Send
People to Hell?

DID YOU KNOW? YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION
Trusts are started in a variety of
fashions. They can be ini0ated for
friends or loved ones passing; as was
done so by the Sitch family when John
Sitch passed away. Trusts may also be
formed in honor of special people as
was done by KUMC’s Living Treasure,
Shirley Minn.
Likewise, funds such as for
Scholarship can be added anonymously or speciﬁcally
directed in the trust wording as was done in several
trusts; recently, the Barbara Burger Trust.
It’s easy to fund and exis0ng trust or start a new trust.
Please speak to or email Tim Fern at
0mfern@hawaii.rr.com or Don Raymond
donraymond@hawaii.rr.com. Thank you.
KAILUA METHODIST PRESCHOOL NEWS
KMP will be having registra0on for
the 2017-2018 school year for church
members February 21-28. Star0ng
March 1st, registra0on opens to the
public and it is on a ﬁrst come, ﬁrst
serve basis. Tui0on rates and
schedules can be found on our
website kailuamethodistpreschool.webs.com.
Applica0ons are available in the preschool oﬃce.
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KUMC FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

The KUMC Founda0on is proud to announce that the applica0on period for the 2017 Scholarship Awards is
now open!
Who is eligible? Any KUMC Pastor or KUMC Staﬀ member, or KUMC member or their children par0cipa0ng in
an accredited educa0onal ins0tu0on at the post high school level or higher, is eligible to apply. Applica0ons
can be downloaded from the KUMC website at h;p://www.kailuaumc.org. Click on the “About Us” tab, then
scroll down and click on “Our Founda0on” and then click the link to the “Applica0on Form” and
“Recommenda0on Form” to download. A standard (2-1/2” x 3”) headshot photo is required with the
Applica1on form.
Scholarships will be awarded based on a scoring system which considers involvement in the life of KUMC,
community service, le;ers of recommenda0ons and the applicant’s personal statement. Last year’s awardees
were Aliya Petranik, Aus<n Tom, Griﬃn Locke5e and Meilan Sim.
Scholarships are granted individually and previous awardees may reapply if they con0nue to meet the
eligibility requirements. It is important to note the applica0on and recommenda0on le;er deadline date of
April 30, 2017 (postmarked or receipt date), and it is the applicant’s responsibility to make sure his or her
applica0on and le;ers of recommenda0on are completed 0mely, as process and follow-through is one of the
important life lessons that the Scholarship program promotes.
For further informa0on about the program or process, or if you would like to serve on the evalua0on
commi;ee, please contact John Kojima, Chairperson of the KUMC Founda0on Scholarship Commi;ee at
johnkojima@gmail.com. Also, please consider a dona<on to the KUMCF Scholarship Fund in honor of
someone who is gradua<ng this year to assist future students

LOOKING FOR SUNDAY USHERS
The church is looking for
people to help with
ushering on Sundays. It
requires one Sunday a month
for about an hour. Please see
Melanie Killam if interested in this worthwhile
ministry. You can see her aOer church or call her at
808-386-5788 or email at
melaniek_1969@yahoo.com. Mahalo!
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2016 BEACON OF HOPE HOUSE UPDATE
On December 1, 2016 we were able to
welcome our 17th resident. With hope in her
heart, she comes to us with much gra0tude and
apprecia0on for our program and opportunity to
learn and grown.
This year we were able to
witness our alumni succeed and
grow as well as struggle with
setbacks. Daphne and Sarah
have truly transformed
themselves, with the grace of
God, to come full circle to
become strong leaders and teachers to the
women coming from the prison, as well as
suppor0ng their previous correc0onal
CAMPFIRE NIGHT AT KAILUA UMC
community.
A Parent’s Night Out Event
We were so privileged to be able to host our
(child must be po'y trained)
3rd annual Christmas party with the Bridge
work-furlough program at the Women’s
Correc0onal Community Center. It was a blessing
for our residents, as well as our alumni, to share
and remember their journey, which gives us all
faith and hope for the blessings and struggles to
come.
We are so blessed to receive the support of
our church community in 2016:
Parents are invited to drop oﬀ their children here ♦ Kailua United Methodist Church
♦ Keolumana United Methodist Church
at church for a quiet evening out on Friday,
February 10th from 6-8 pm. The kids will enjoy a ♦ Christ Church Uni0ng
winter Campﬁre Night. There will be camp songs, ♦ St. John Church
♦ Hawaii Council of Churches for their Easter
skits, a scavenger hunt and games/ac0vi0es—
oﬀering at Punchbowl
balloon tosses, wheelbarrow races, 3-legged
Thank you everyone so much for your prayers
races. And what’s a campﬁre night without
and support. For more updates and informa0on
hotdogs and Smores?
about the Beacon of Hope House, please visit our
Please call the church oﬃce to register or call
website at www.beaconoTopekumc.org.
Chris0ne McElwain at 239-223-9946 for more
informa0on.

MARCH 26TH BLOOD DRIVE
Health Ministries is sponsoring a
Blood Drive on Sunday, March
26th from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
in Kelleway. Please look for
Deborah Tom to sign up aOer
worship or call her at 728-9993.
Here at KUMC we consistently
collect among the highest
numbers of blood units collected of any church
on island. Let’s make sure we keep up the good
work by dona0ng! Mahalo for signing up to give
the giO of life! Reminder to our regular donors:
please remember your 8 week <meline.

PLEASE SEND CHILD WITH A LABELED FLASH
LIGHT!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Kailua United Methodist Church
1110 Kailua Road
Kailua HI 96734
(808) 261-6238 (voice),
E-mail: Kailua.umc@hawaiiantel.net
Website: www.KailuaUMC.org

THE LAST WORD
“In

a world of busyness and distractions, God
the Gardner and Jesus the Vine are lifegiving, life-centering, and life-sustaining for
those of us who are the branches.”
~ Chuck Miller

