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Advent & Christmas
Sunday, December 3rd
marks the beginning of
Advent. Advent is the
season of four weeks
leading up to Christmas,
and it is the start of the
New Year in the Chris!an
calendar.
The term comes from the
La!n adventus, which
means “coming.” In
Advent we prepare ourselves for the “comings” of
Christ – whose birth we prepare to celebrate once
again, whose presence comes to us through the
Word and Spirit, and whose return in ﬁnal victory
we an!cipate.
So in Advent we prepare ourselves for Jesus’
coming. We get ready to meet Jesus Christ. We get
ready to welcome him into our world and into our
lives.
My favorite Advent hymn is “Come Thou Long
Expected Jesus:”
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy
people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us ﬁnd our rest
in thee.
Israel’s strength and consola on, hope of all the
earth thou art;
dear desire of every na on, joy of every longing
heart.
When we sing, “Come thou long expected Jesus,”
we really mean it. We really are wai!ng,
an!cipa!ng, and longing for Jesus to come: “Jesus,
just as you came to Mary and Joseph and the
shepherds, come to us. Just as you showed up in
Bethlehem, show up in Kailua and on Oahu.”
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“Making Disciples of Christ from All Generations”
Our theme for the season of Advent this year is
“Giving: The True Meaning of Christmas,” in which
we’ll be exploring what it means to give to others in
light of how much God has given to us.
One way we’ll be celebra!ng this theme of giving is
by, once again, collec!ng a special Christmas Eve
oﬀering. We call it our “Joy to the World Oﬀering”
because it is our way of celebra!ng Christmas in a
way that honors Jesus – making it less about stuﬀ
and more about good news of great joy for all
people. This year we are focusing our giving on
blessing families by designa!ng it to the following
three ministries:
Local Outreach
Family Promise
Global Outreach
Future Light Orphanage in Cambodia
Praise & Worship Center in India
So join us during Advent and Christmas as we
experience the joy of living and giving like Jesus.
Joyfully preparing for the newborn King,
Pastor Tim
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HANGING OF THE GREENS
Our church is decorated for
the holidays by volunteers...so we
need you!
Prepara!on for Advent and
Christmas, called “Hanging of the
Greens” will be on Saturday,
December 2nd at 8:00 a.m. We will be decora!ng
the sanctuary, hanging greens and lights outside, as
well as seAng up the large wooden manger scene
and other projects.
Coﬀee and snacks will be provided. The op!on
for free childcare is also available—contact Nicia
PlaC, nicia_walsh@yahoo.com if needed. Many
hands make light work….please consider helping our
church get ready for the holidays. Thank you.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
This year we will have one
Christmas Eve Candlelight
service at 7:00 p.m.. The
service will include all of the
beau!ful music and rich
tradi!ons that we cherish in our
candlelight service along with our candlelight circle
on the lawn (weather permiAng).
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GIVING TREE
You will again have an
opportunity to provide support to
families on Oahu through the
Giving Tree this year. Deborah
Tom will have names aKer worship
service. She will have families
served by Kapiolani Mobile
Therapy Team. These are families
with medically fragile children with
special needs. Please come see her outside aKer
worship and help make Christmas for these families
MERRY! GiKs need to be wrapped, labeled with
family # and brought to church by Sunday,
December 10. If you have any ques!ons you may
call her at 728-9993. Mahalo.

As is KUMC’s Christmas tradi!on, we will be
collec!ng a special Christmas oﬀering. We call it our
“Blessing Families Oﬀering” because it is our way of
REMINDER FOR YEAR END GIVING
KUMC is so grateful to all of you for your generos- celebra!ng Christmas in a way that honors Jesus—
making it less about stuﬀ and more about sharing
ity this year and every year. According to the IRS,
the good news of great joy for all people. Our theme
December 31, 2017 is the date on which all donors
this year is blessing “families” with our oﬀering.
must deliver to KUMC or mail (postmarked) all
Listed below are the 3 recipients of this year’s
contributions in order to claim a Charitable
Deduction towards income taxes in 2017. The IRS is Blessing Families oﬀering:
very strict and even if the check is predated to 2017 ♦ Family Promise-Local Outreach
♦ Future Light Orphanage in Phnom Penh,
or was actually written in 2017, unless it has a
Cambodia-Global Outreach
postmark of no later than December 31, our
♦ Praise & Worship Center in Sultan BaCery,
counters cannot include it on your 2017 giving
India—Global Outreach
statement. Mahalo for your kokua and thank you
again for your support.
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If you are
interested in the
December birthdays,
please call the church office
at 261-6238

December
Birthdays

DID YOU KNOW? YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION
Kaye Wuest was a long !me
KUMC member and volunteer. In
fact, we at Kailua United Methodist
acknowledged her impact on this
church and its membership, naming
Kaye a ’Living Treasure’. Kaye is
deceased now but her inﬂuence
con!nues in the Kaye Wuest Trust
which according to Kaye’s wishes
speciﬁcally helps to fund music needs and member’s
educa!on pursuits and then general needs of our
church campus and buildings.
It’s easy to fund an exis!ng trust or start a new
trust. If you have any ques!ons, please ask Steve
PlaC at steveplaC96@yahoo.com or Ann McBirnie
at amcbirnie@hawaiiantel.net.

Sunday, December 10 during worship
The First Christmas:
A Children’s Christmas Pageant
By Louise Egan
(Adapted by Renee Hanks)
A One-Act Play

The 2018 KUMC
Summer Internship
program is an
interac!ve and
collabora!ve 10-week
program that allows
interns to gain
exposure and be
involved in KUMC opera!ons and various
ministries. Each intern will work on a variety of
process improvement, opera!onal, and other need
based ministry areas at KUMC. This is an energe!c,
physically and spiritually challenging 40 hour a week
program designed for students interested in a hands
-on learning environment that oﬀers enriching
experiences and development spiritually, personally,
and professionally. Each intern will be receiving a
$1,200.00 s!pend for the summer. Program will
begin May 25, 2018 and end August 5, 2018. For
more informa!on, contact Bruce Ayres at
bruce.r.ayres@gmail.com.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Kailua United Methodist Church
1110 Kailua Road
Kailua HI 96734
(808) 261-6238 (voice),
E-mail: Kailua.umc@hawaiiantel.net
Website: www.KailuaUMC.org

THE LAST WORD
“Christmas is the heralding of God
who comes to be with us. God is the
one who pursues. The Incarnation is
the revelation of God’s scandalous
love affair with humanity!”
~ Mike Slaughter

