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Wai�ng on God’s Promises 

We’re now in the midst of Advent, 

and Advent is a season of waiting 

on God’s promises. 
 

I don’t know about you, but 

waiting doesn’t come naturally to 

me. If I start a project, I like to 

finish it in a week or at least a 

month. A project that takes one or 

two years seems like forever.  
 

But God operates on a different time table. 
 

There were approximately 2,000 years between Abraham 

and Jesus – 2,000 years of waiting on God’s promised 

Messiah. There has been approximately 2,000 years since 

Jesus’ birth and today – 2,000 years of waiting on God’s 

promised Messiah to return. For 2,000 years Christians 

have been waiting for Christ to come in final victory. For 

2,000 years Christians have been crying out, “Come, Lord 

Jesus, come.” 
 

Wow, I thought it took some people a long time to get 

ready in the morning. For all of us who get impatient with 

God, and I include myself in that group, here’s what Peter 

writes in 2 Peter 3:9: 
 

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 

understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 

wanting anyone to perish but everyone to come to 

repentance.” 
 

God isn’t slow, but God is patient; so the history of 

Christianity is a history of waiting. That’s why Advent is 

such an important season. It reminds us that to be a 

disciple of Jesus is to wait on God’s promises. 
 

Just as they did 2,000 years ago, we still live between the 

time of promise and the time of fulfillment. We live in the 

Saturday between Good Friday and Easter. God has 

already destroyed death, yet this dying world is still 

waiting for final resurrection.  
 

Philip Yancey writes, “It is a good thing to remember that 

in the cosmic drama, we live out our days on Saturday, 

the in-between day with no name. I know a woman whose 

grandmother lies buried under 150 year old live oak trees 

in the cemetery of an Episcopal church in rural Louisiana. 

In accordance with the grandmother’s instructions, only 

one word is carved on the tombstone: Waiting.” 
 

Waiting is challenging because it reminds us that we’re 

not in control. 
 

Waiting is challenging because it reminds me that 

Christian discipleship isn’t about me and what I’m 

experiencing right now. It’s about seeing the big picture 

of what God is doing in history and in the world. God’s 

promises to us and our church may not be fulfilled in our 

lifetime.  God’s promises to our church may be fulfilled 

through our great grandchildren. 
 

Following Jesus is for those who are willing to wait on 

God’s promises, knowing that it is God’s promises that 

sustain us, cheer us on, and keep us going no matter what 

life throws our way. 
 

While locked up in a Nazi prison where he would 

ultimately be executed, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote these 

words to his fiancée, Maria von Wedemeyer: 
 

“A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes, does various 

unessential things, and is completely dependent on the 

fact that the door of freedom has to be opened ‘from the 

outside’ is not a bad picture of Advent.” 
 

Advent reminds us that God and God alone can open our 

door of freedom. 
Advent reminds us that Christianity is not about what you 

and I can do. It is about what God can do. It is about what 

God has done and what God will do. 
 

Does God keep his promises? Every time we start to 

question that, let us look to the baby born in Bethlehem. 

As Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 1:20, “For no matter 

how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in 

Christ.” 
 

   Waiting Expectantly, 
   Pastor Tim 
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Christmas Play & Luncheon 2016 
Sunday, December 11,2016 

 

 
 

 

 
      

     Please join us Sunday, December 11th for our annual KUMC Christmas program.   

KUMC will present an intergenera!onal Christmas Play as part of the service.  The  

produc!on will include a children’s choir and live music including brass. The cast will 

include youth and adults.  Come join us as three old Trees and a cast of cri%ers teach 

Sprout the meaning of Christmas.  Play wri%en and directed by Kevin Locke%e.   

Children’s choir directed by John Hagen. 

     A+er worship please join us for a potluck luncheon in Holman Hall.  The potluck 

breakdown is as follows: 

 

                                                         A-I    Salads 

                                                        J-S    Main Dish 

                                                        T-Z   Desserts 

ONE BIG CANOE – WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE 

First Saturday of each month, 5:00 p.m., Keolumana UMC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us the first Saturday in December at Keolumana UMC, for our joint Saturday night worship service called 

One Big Canoe. If you do, here’s what you’ll experience: 

• Fellowship with members and friends of four United Methodist Churches 

• A special kid’s table with children’s ac�vity workbooks 

• A full band playing upli9ing music 

• Communion 

Dinner - all are invited to bring a dish to share.  This worship service is for all ages - kids and adults alike. So 

bring your family or bring a friend, because One Big Canoe is where everyone is welcome and anything is 

possible.   
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December 
Birthdays 

 
 

If you are  
interested in the  

December birthdays,  
please call the church office  

at 261-6238 

DID YOU KNOW?  YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION 

     The end of 2016 is near.  It is �me 

before the holiday season gets too 

busy to focus on your gi9ing and  

future 2016 tax concerns.  Dona�ng to 

a new or exis�ng KUMC  

Founda�on Trust will help others in 

your church ohana or outside the 

church, per your request. 

     In other words, gi9ing now  

before December 31 may benefit you on April 15.   

Remember, gi9ing may be of benefit to you and your 

owed taxes by dona�ng cash, appreciated stock or  

depreciated stock.  Please, if you have ques�ons, ask 

your church peers on your KUMC Founda�on.  They are: 

Chairman Don Raymond; members, Jerry Allen, Tim 

Fern, Ann McBirnie, John Kojima, Steve Pla@, or Pastor 

Tim.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARSONAGE CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Sunday, December 18th 

2:00-5:00 p.m. 

 

Drop by the parsonage throughout the a9ernoon and 

enjoy pupus, hot apple cider and singing of your   

favorite Christmas carols.  Hope to see you there! 

 

******************************************* 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

    We will have only one Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service this year.  It will be at 7:00 p.m., and it will 

include all of the beau�ful music and rich tradi�ons 

that we cherish in our candlelight service. 

     We will also have a Christmas Day Celebra�on at 

9:30 a.m., in which we will celebrate Jesus’ birthday 

on his birthday.   
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