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Going on to Perfection – The Hope 

of Transformation 
 

I recently preached on John 

Wesley’s understanding of 

sanc�fying or perfec�ng grace. 

A�er my sermon, someone 

walked up to me and said, “I 

don’t know about this whole 

perfec�on thing.” And I get that.  

You may be thinking - Chris�an 

perfec�on? Great, just what I 

need. My parents wanted me to pursue academic 

perfec�on; the media asks me to pursue physical 

perfec�on; and now Wesley advocates Chris�an 

perfec�on. No thank you.   
 

I don’t know about you, but when I hear the word 

perfec�on I think of one too many plas�c surgeries. I 

think of someone ge,ng upset over a B+. I think of the 

perfec�onism that I’ve been trying to free myself from. 
 

Yet near the end of his life, John Wesley said that, “The 

idea of Chris�an perfec�on is the grand deposit that God 

has entrusted to Methodists.” And Wesley chose to use 

the word perfec�on for one simple reason: Scripture 

uses it. 
 

In Philippians, Paul says, “Not that I have already been 

made perfect but I press on.” In the Sermon on the 

Mount, Jesus says, “Be perfect, therefore, as your 

Heavenly Father is perfect.” The author of Hebrews 

writes, “Let us go on toward perfec�on, leaving behind 

the basic teaching about Christ.”  
 

James writes, “Let endurance have its full effect, so that 

you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.” In 

Colossians, Paul says that the goal of his teaching is that 

“we may present everyone mature in Christ.” 
 

The terms perfect, complete, and mature are all English 

transla�ons of the same Greek word that appears 

around thirty �mes in the New Testament. Lexus used to 

have the slogan: “Passionate Pursuit of Perfec�on.” 

That’s a good summary of Wesley’s theology. By the 

pursuit of perfec�on, he meant the pursuit of wholeness, 

the pursuit of maturity. 
 

The key is the passionate pursuit. Are you going on to 

perfec�on? That’s what Wesley would ask, and that’s 

what Hebrews 6:1 encourages us to do. Some hear this 

ques�on and think, “Look at all that I’m not; how 

discouraging.” But Wesley heard this ques�on and 

thought, “Look at all that I can become; how 

encouraging.” 
 

We press on toward maturity because God has promised 

to make us mature.  
 

Do you think that God promises us more than a life 

controlled by sin?  

Do you think that God promises us the power to change, 

the hope of transforma�on? 

Is there any area of your life that is beyond the grace of 

God?  

Is there any area of your life where God cannot 

transform you?  

Is there any sin in your life that is more powerful than 

God’s Spirit?  
 

If God promises us wholeness and maturity, then let’s go 

for it. Let’s aim high. Our lives have immense poten�al, 

and by the grace of God we may yet reach it. 
 

The ques�on is: do we expect to be transformed? 

Wesley did. 
 

Let me close with his words: 
 

“This one thing let us do, forge,ng those things which 

are behind, and reaching out for those things which are 

before, let us press toward the mark, for the prize of the 

high calling of God in Jesus Christ, crying out to him day 

and night, un�l we also are delivered from the bondage 

of corrup�on into the glorious liberty of the children of 

God.” 
 

  Pressing On,  Pastor Tim 
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6TH ANNUAL 
KUMC SUMMER FEST 2016 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for our Sixth Annual Summerfest, a celebration of  summer  
featuring local handmade crafts, jewelry, plants, produce, food, shave ice,  
specialty items.  If  you would like to help or have any questions or would like a 
vendor application, please call the church office at 261-6238 or visit our  
website at  www.kailuaumc.org.  Hope to see you at  Summerfest.  Invite all your 
friends! 
 

Volunteer opportunities.  Questions?  Please contact Deborah Tom at  
808-728-9993. 
 
As part of  our church goal of  being a serving Ohana, Summer Fest proceeds 
will benefit Outreach programs; primarily Beacon of  Hope House  
(www/beaconofhopekumc.org), Girls on the Run of  Hawaii 
(www.girlsontherunhawaii.org), and India Missions. 
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August 
Birthdays 

If you are  
interested in the August birthdays,  

please call the church office  
at 261-6238 

PLANTS NEEDED FOR SUMMER FEST 

     Once again, Summer Fest 

will have a booth where you 

can get unbelievable  

bargains in wonderful plants 

for your yard. 

     We need all types of 

plants from your yard to  

enhance the beauty of other 

KUMC member’s yards.  ALL 

proceeds go toward KUMC 

Outreach Projects.   

     For further informa�on, call Jane or Larry Marcum 

at 261-8752.  Mahalo!  

 

KUMC DISCOVER CLASS 

     On Sunday, September 18, we are offering our  

Discovering KUMC class, which is an introduc�on to 

our church. If you’d like to find out more about who 

we are and what we do, or if you’re considering  

becoming a member, then this class is for you.  In it we 

discuss our church’s history, beliefs, ministries and  

vision for the future.  We’ll meet right a�er worship; 

and along with discussion, we’ll provide a free lunch.  

To RSVP for this class, call our church office during the 

week at (808) 261-6238.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION 

   Bob Kessler, our beloved KUMC 

pastor in the late 1970’s thru most 

of the 1980’s died soon a�er  

re�rement.  His wife, Carol and 

Bob’s surviving family established 

a trust keeping alive one of Bob’s 

many passions….camping and  

hiking with the KUMC members.  

A fund was established in Bob’s 

name to help others aPend KUMC

-sponsored campouts.  His fund also helps abused 

spouses and children, elder care and several  

emergency needs. 

     It’s easy to fund an exis�ng trust or start a new 

trust.  You may make a tax deduc�ble dona�on.  For 

ques�ons, please contact either Doug Borton at 

hichristyborton@gmail.com or Jerry Allen at Jerry-

Allen@hawaii.rr.com.   

 

 

 

MOVIE NIGHT ON THE LAWN 

     The whole family is 

invited to enjoy a movie and  

popcorn on our great lawn on  

Saturday, August 27 at 5:30 p.m.  

Come early with a picnic and enjoy 

the outdoors with us.   
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KUMC INVENTORY 

Now that KUMC no longer has use of Sato CoPage, the trustees are in the process of iden�fying other areas for 

mee�ngs and storage.  An inventory list has been made with the descrip�on and loca�on of the items in the 

sanctuary building.  Asking you to peruse the areas and clearly label anything you feel needs to be saved.  An all 

church clean out/work day will be scheduled tenta�vely on September 10, 2016.  Schedule �mes have been  

selected for the week of August 1st and the week of August 21st to label items.  Blue painter tape and sharpie 

pens are provided for labeling.  Your coopera�on is appreciated. 

Flower room:  

closet:   disaster supplies (check date - destroy?) 

 candles (3) blue, (1) pink 

 (2)Ikon laser HP replacement cartridges 

(toss) 

(1) box adding machine tapes 

pictures -  Jesus, Dr. Ross, Rev. Goto 

Centennial sign 

banners 

rolls blue velvet 45”W 

(1) roll heavy white fabric 

colored foil 

assorted baskets 

banner - “Just In Case - A Sign From God” 

oblong vases 

assorted green floral styrofoam 

~2’ plas�c planter 

lite metal banner hangers (`1’ L) 

cupboards: many vases  (ask Jackie Suzuki to purge) 

 

Ross Chapel storage: 

cardboard boxes - contents unknown 

sound system unit 

music equip cases 

music stands (per John Hagen - keep) 

xylophone s�cks 

drawer file cabinet (empty) 

projector 

Faith We Sing songbooks 

Bibles 

hinged stand 

handbell cases (2 large, 1 small) 

portable keyboard 

boxes KUMP accts payable (2008-2011) 

mango picker 

tambourines 

ipu 

small drum 

roll of window screen 

drums�cks 

drum whiskers 

cases water (toss?) 

case water - small boPles 

lecturns 

vacuums 

boxes music 

 

Le�-hand chancel storage 

pew cushions (toss) 

~20 hollow �le blocks 

wooden risers 

“Connected” banners 

plas�c bins of assorted fabric 

bins of blue/yellow flags 

packages of ironwood cones 

10’-12’ drop down screen 

blankets (used for Christmas?) 

box of assorted “stuff” on floor 

 

Right-hand chancel storage 

old financial records (Selma aware, will work 

w/John Kojima on decision to keep or toss) 

~12 flower easels 

Misc. sound equip 

Misc. music equip 

all kinds of misc. stuff 
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Join us for a weekend of renewal as we connect to God through teaching, worship, prayer and  
fellowship.  We will learn about the Holy Spirit and gain firsthand experience in “listening prayer.”  
 

♦ Friday, Aug. 5 - 6:45 pm to 8:30 pm (an evening session of worship, teaching, and ministry) 
♦ Saturday, Aug. 6 - 8:30 am to 2:30 pm (three sessions of worship, teaching and ministry - 

breakfast refreshments and lunch included) 
 

Our teaching and ministry times will be led by Rev. Larry Eddings, a retired United Methodist  
pastor from Seattle and founder of Wind of the Spirit Ministries, and by Jeremy and Joy Ellington, 
church planters in Kerala, India. 
 

Kailua United Methodist Church   
1110 Kailua Road, Kailua, HI 96734 

Childcare will be provided. 
Questions? Call us at (808) 261-6238 

   
 

 

 

 

 

TASTE OF KUMC 

 Sunday, August 28, 2016 

 

Please join us Sunday, August 28th, for a Taste of 

KUMC.  Our ministries and small groups will each  

provide a table with informa�on and snacks.  We 

will gather on the lawn to learn about the various  

ministries in our church through which you can use 

your skills and passions to serve God and get  

connected.  Our goal is to provide a place for you to 

serve that fits how God has shaped you.  So come, 

enjoy a �me of fellowship and food, and discover 

your ministry “sweet spot.” 

 

 

Fourth of July Parade 
Windward Snow Shave Ice Tent 

Photo courtesy-Cliff Nobriga 
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THE LAST WORD 
 
“Our soul is like a stream of water, which 
gives strength, direction, and harmony  
to every other area of our life.  When that 
stream is as it should be, we are constantly 
refreshed and exuberant in all we do,  
because our soul itself is rooted in the  
vastness of God and his kingdom.” 
   ~ Dallas Willard 


