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Living a More Meaningful  

Story 

By Donald Miller 

(Donald Miller is one of my 

favorite authors. For my 

ar�cle this month I want 

to share a blog he wrote 

that I’ve found insigh�ul 

and helpful.) 
 

In his book The Tipping 

Point, Malcolm Gladwell 

references a study done by the people who created 

Sesame Street in which children were observed as 

they watched the show to see when they turned 

their heads and lost interest. The study showed 

children lost interest in the show, not when there 

wasn’t something exci#ng happening on screen, or 

there were boring characters, but when they didn’t 

understand what was happening. In other words, if 

they did not understand the story, even if it were a 

mini story of bringing two halves of a word 

together, they lost interest and started playing with 

toys. 
 

Producers tried to remedy the lack of interest by 

ratche#ng up conflict, but this didn’t work. Conflict 

without a story is s#ll confusing. Interes#ng 

characters without a story are confusing as well. The 

producers at Sesame Street worked hard, then, to 

make every scene, every segment a very clear story, 

and because of their work retain the average child’s 

engagement an unheard of 80% of the #me they are 

watching the show. 
 

I reread The Tipping Point recently and wondered 

about how this study relates to our own lives. I posit 

that we all do the same thing, not with television, 

but in life. That is, we check out when we don’t 

understand what is going on. We distract ourselves. 

Or, worse, we ratchet up the conflict or numb 

ourselves with entertainment. 

Let me ask you this: What if your own life was so 

engaging that entertainment seemed boring? I 

mean what if you were involved in projects that so 

cap#vated you that turning on the television would 

be a distrac#on from your real life? Can you imagine 

such a possibility? 
 

The elements of a meaningful story are the same as 

the elements of a meaningful life: 

1. A character. 

2. That knows what they want. 

3. And is willing to overcome conflict. 

4. To get it. 
 

Do you know exactly what you want and why? And 

do you appreciate or bemoan the conflict you 

endure? Is your story more interes#ng to you than 

television? Is all of life boring or is just your life 

boring? Do you believe you can make changes that 

will make your life more interes#ng? I do. 

Maybe you could take out a notebook and write 

down everything you want in life. If the list looks 

boring, your life will be boring. So make a second 

list. What would you want that perhaps would be 

more engaging, and perhaps even more risky? 

Now turn the page in the notebook and write down 

all the conflict you might endure trying to get what 

you want? What could happen? What are you afraid 

of? 
 

Now reread the list of things you want to 

accomplish, and all the conflict you might endure 

trying to get it. 
 

If you feel like living a more meaningful story, then 

go for it. If not, there’s always television. I hear 

Sesame Street is interes#ng. 
 

                                             Pastor Tim 
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PENCIL THE DATE IN ON YOUR CALENDAR 
 

KUMC 

8th  Annual Summer Fest 

Saturday, August 11, 2018 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Coming up soon.  It’s that time of year again.  Please join us for our Eighth Annual 
Summer Fest, a celebration of summer featuring local handmade crafts, jewelry; 
plants, produce, food, shave ice, specialty items.  We are currently accepting vendor 
applications.  If you have any questions or would like a vendor application, please 
call the church office at 261-6238 or visit our website at www.kailuaumc.org.  Hope 
to see you at Summerfest.   

Invite all your friends! 
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APRIL 
Birthdays 

 

 

 
 

If you’re interested in the 
April birthdays, please call 

the church office at  
261-6238 

DID YOU KNOW?  YOUR KUMC FOUNDATION 

Windward Seniors  Day Center here 

in Kailua has been doing a great job 

since 1974 overseeing day#me care 

and providing  

nutri#on to our windward kupuna.  

There have been several  

recipients from our church ohana of 

this good care or have had  

family members cared for.  The Ila 

May McClelland Trust specifically includes this facili-

ty. 

     It’s easy to fund an exis#ng trust or start a new 

trust.  You can make a tax deduc#ble dona#on.  For 

ques#ons please contact either Steve PlaD at  

steveplaD96@yahoo.com or Jerry Allen at  

Jerry-Allen@hawaii.rr.com.  Thank you. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on April 15 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at Bay 

View Mini-PuD and Zipline, 45-285 Kaneohe Bay 

Drive.  RSVP your headcount to 

arschindler@gmail.com.  The whole family is invited 

to join us.  Dinner will be provided.   

   

 

 

 

 

Summer Intern Program!  You can help in the  

following ways: 

♦ Volunteer to host intern(s) from May 25, 2018 to 

August 5, 2018 

♦ Donate a bicycle with Gears (2 total) 

♦ Donate a monthly bus pass 

♦ Donate funds to contribute to the above needs 

(Goal $1,000) 

 

REVEREND CHIMPEI PETER & UMENO GOTO ME-

MORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

     Qualifica#ons: 1) Must be an ac#ve member of a 

United Methodist Church in the District of Hawaii 

for more than 3 years, 2) dedicated to a career in 

Chris#an ministry. 

     Applica#ons are available in the Church office or 

online at: 

hDp://hawaiidistrictumc.org/resources/goto-

scholarship.  For more informa#on, contact Ken 

Uyeunten (261-4871) or Karie Terada (306-2475).  

Applica#on deadline is April 30, 2018.   
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KUMC FOUNDATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Did you know that the KUMC Founda#on Scholarship Trust was established in honor of former KUMC 

member, Robert Kinney, in 1997, and thanks to various donors over the years, the fund has grown to 

over $45,000, and we have awarded over $37,000 in scholarships.   

 

There is just one more month before the applica#on deadline, so if you are interested in being  

considered for this year’s awards, please start the process, or encourage your sons and daughters to  

apply now. It is important to note the applica#on and recommenda#on leDer deadline date of April 30, 

2015 (postmarked or receipt date), and it is the applicant’s responsibility to make sure his or her  

applica#on and leDers of recommenda#on are completed #mely, as process and follow-through is one 

of the important life lessons that the Scholarship program promotes. 

 

Who is eligible?  Any KUMC Pastor or KUMC Staff member, or KUMC Member or their children  

par#cipa#ng in an accredited educa#onal ins#tu#on at the post high school level or higher, is eligible to 

apply.  Applica#ons can be downloaded from the KUMC website at hDp://www.kailuaumc.org.  Click on 

the “About Us” tab, then scroll down and click on “Our Founda#on” and then click the link to the 

“Applica#on Form” and “Recommenda#on Form” to download.  A standard (2 ½” x 3”) headshot photo 

is required with the Applica5on Form. 

 

Scholarships will be awarded based on a scoring system which considers involvement in the life of 

KUMC, community service, leDers of recommenda#ons and the applicant’s personal statement. 

 

For further informa#on about the program or process, or if you would like to serve on the evalua#on 

commiDee, please contact John Kojima, Chairperson of the KUMC Founda#on Scholarship CommiDee at 

Johnkojima@gmail.com. 
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KUMC POLO SHIRTS 

     Step up and spread 

the good word about 

KUMC.  Evangelism….we 

at KUMC have a great 

service to offer.  Many 

of us do not do enough 

to spread the message.  

Well, we all wear shirts and we all interact with 

people daily.  You don’t have to say anything to 

spread the word of KUMC; and the Come Join Us 

shirt is definitely a conversa#on starter.  Now is 

the #me to step up and order yours.  Here’s how: 

Style—Men’s S-6X or Women’s S-4X (children’s 

sizes available) 

Color—White, Gray, or Blue (Royal Blue for men, 

Teal for women) 

Quan#ty—of each color/size 

They are $28.00 each.  (Cash or checks should be 

made out to KUMC with “Polo Shirts” in the memo 

line).  You can email donraymond@hawaii.rr.com 

with your order or stop in the church office. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

June 13-16, 2018 

University of Redlands, California 

 

Tuesday, 6/12/18: Group Flight 

Leave HNL to LAX on Delta Airlines Flight #DL1212 

at 8:35 p.m., arrive 5:00 a.m. 

  

Sunday, 6/17/18: Group Flight 

Leave LAX to HNL on Delta Airlines Flight #DL1719Q 

at 10:30 a.m., arrive 1:20 p.m. 

 

If you are purchasing your own #cket: 

Approved reimbursement cost is $722.00/person.  

Eligible travelers include appointed clergy, lay  

delegates approved by charge conference,  

approved district lay delegates, and approved  

district youth and young adult delegates.  Airline 

and bus reserva#on forms are posted on  

hawaiidistructumc.org. 

 

 

REVEREND CHIMPEI PETER & UMENO GOTO  

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

 

Qualifica#ons: 1) Must be an ac#ve member of a 

United Methodist Church in the District of Hawaii 

for more than 3 years, 2) dedicated to a career in 

Chris#an ministry. 

  

Applica#ons are available in the Church office or 

online at: 

hDp://hawaiidistrictumc.org/resources/goto-

scholarship.  For more informa#on, contact Ken 

Uyeunten (261-4871) or Karie Terada (306-2475).  

Applica#on deadline is April 30, 2018.   



Kailua United Methodist Church 

1110 Kailua Road 
Kailua  HI  96734 
(808) 261-6238 (voice),  
E-mail: Kailua.umc@hawaiiantel.net 
Website:  www.KailuaUMC.org 
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