
Position Paper on Baptism 
 
Definitions:   
Trinity—There is one God who exists eternally as three persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:22; Matt. 28:19; 
II Cor. 13:14).  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are fully equal in essence yet distinct in function.   
Trinitarian Salvation—Each member of the Trinity is actively involved in the work of Salvation (Eph. 1:13-14; Titus 3:4-7).   
Ordinance—A physical act which is ceremonial in nature, that symbolizes a spiritual reality expressly taught in the Scriptures and is 
commanded by Christ for all believers.  We believe there are two ordinances commanded by Christ for all believers to follow: 
baptism and communion.1     

 

Baptism, as an ordinance, is to be practiced by the local 
church.  It is an outward sign of an inward reality.  Just 
like a wedding ring is an outward sign of marriage, 
baptism is an outward sign of salvation.  Wearing a 
wedding ring does not make you married, nor do you 
have to wear a ring in order to be married or stay 
married.  In the very same way baptism does not save 
you, rather it pictures Trinitarian salvation.     
 
Baptism has long been a practiced ordinance of church 
life and is a practical step of discipleship.  The church 
has held to its doctrine of baptism for two very specific 
reasons.  It is demonstrated by the disciples and first 
converts to Christianity and commanded by Jesus 
Christ in Matt. 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
[20] teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 2  
 
Furthermore, it is referenced in the epistles in which 
Paul writes in Romans 6:4 that “we were buried 
therefore with him in baptism into death…”, and in Col. 
2:12, “having been buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through faith in the 
powerful working of God, who raise him from the dead,” 
to cite two specific examples.   
 
The mainstream options for the mode of baptism are 
diverse but not difficult to understand.  Typically 
sprinkling and/or pouring is contrasted with immersion 
along with a distinction between infants and confessing 
believers.  We resist labeling these differences as 

                                            
1 For definition of the position held regarding communion please 
cite the Position Paper on Communion.    
2 Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version® (ESV®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
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All rights reserved. 

Protestant, Catholic, Reformed, Brethren etc. because 
research has shown that these are not hard and fast 
lines to be drawn in the sand, whereas one Reformed 
church may sprinkle infants and another may only 
immerse confessing believers.   
 
The discussion of baptism is most easily summarized in 
three sections: 1. Historical, 2. Grammatical,                
3. Doctrinal.   
 
Historically we follow both the heritage of The 
Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches and the 
examples we see in Scripture.   We believe that baptism 
by Triune immersion best pictures Trinitarian Salvation. 
 
Grammatically we believe baptism is by immersion.  
The main Greek word for baptize in the New Testament 
is baptizo, its best translation is immerse or to dip.  In 
other writings from the first century the word baptizo is 
translated “to dip in or under” or “to dye material.”3  In 
the New Testament several texts have the word baptizo 
in them.  For the purposes of this position paper two will 
be highlighted:  Matt. 3:13-17 & Acts 8:36; 38-39. 

 
Matt. 3:13-17 
[13] Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be 
baptized by him. [14] John would have prevented him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” [15] But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. [16] And when Jesus 
was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; [17] and behold, 
a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.”  

 
In this passage we see Jesus, after he was baptized 
“went up from the water.”  For Matthew to write that 

                                            
3 vol. 1, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament ( ed. Gerhard 
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Jesus “went up from the water” it is logical to infer that 
he went into the water.  Furthermore, we know that 
Jesus was baptized in the River Jordan, making full 
immersion under the water possible.   
 
Acts 8:36; 38-39 
[36] And as they were going along the road they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?” [38] And he commanded the chariot to stop, 
and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and 
he baptized him. [39] And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

 
In this passage we have our word for baptism written 
twice along with a description of what happened with 
the Ethiopian and Phillip.  We read that they “went down 
into the water”, and that “they came up out of the 
water”.  It does not appear to be a difficult conclusion to 
make that Phillip and the Ethiopian were possibly both 
immersed in the water as Phillip baptized the newly 
converted man. 
 
Grammatically we also believe that baptism pictures 
Trinitarian salvation.  The easiest explanation of 
baptism that can be given is that “it is an outward sign 
of an inward reality.”  Meaning, we “are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith (Rom. 3:24-25).  Or more 
simply put, saved.  Baptism, is an outward sign of an 
inward reality that is to picture our death to sin, burial 
with Christ, and new life or resurrection (Rom. 6:3-5).  
Baptism does not save, rather it pictures salvation.  
Salvation is by grace through faith alone, not of works 
(Eph. 2:8-9).   
 
Further spiritual realities expressed in baptism are the 
Trinitarian God we worship and the active role of all 
three members of the Trinity in salvation.  To highlight a 
major text regarding the Trinitarian role in salvation, 
here is Eph. 1:3-14 in which the Apostle Paul writes 
about the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and their 
role in salvation.  Each section is closed with the refrain, 
“to the praise of his glory [glorious grace].” 

 
[3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, [4] even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love [5] he predestined us for adoption as sons 

through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, [6] to the 
praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved. [7] In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
[8] which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight [9] making 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which 
he set forth in Christ [10] as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite 
all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. [11] In him 
we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to 
the counsel of his will, [12] so that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. [13] In him you also, when 
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
[14] who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

  
Furthermore in Titus 3:4-7 the Apostle Paul writes this 
regarding the Trinitarian reality of salvation.   
 
[4] But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 

appeared, [5] he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, [6] whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, [7] so that being 
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life. 
 
Baptism is to picture not just salvation but Trinitarian 
salvation, which Jesus commanded of his disciples 
before he ascended saying, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age (Matt. 28:19-20).”  It is important for us to note 
that grammatically Jesus’ command is supported by the 
presence of “the” before he names each member of the 
Trinity, “the Father, the Son, the Spirit.”  We believe the 
grammar of Matt. 28:19-20 reflects Trinitarian salvation 
and is fully pictured by Triune Immersion which signifies 
each member of the Trinity and their active role in 
salvation.   
 
Doctrinally we believe that the mode of baptism must 
reflect the doctrine it is picturing.   While we have 
looked at the physical act of baptism, which is 
immersion, we have not yet dealt with what the physical 
act represents.  Here is a bullet summary of what we 
believe about baptism doctrinally.   

 



 

 Baptism is an ordinance, ordained and commanded 
by God to be continually observed by the church 
and Christ’s disciples. 

 Baptism is an outward sign of an inward reality. 

 Baptism does not dispense grace.  Meaning, 
baptism is not how one is saved by God’s grace.  
Salvation is by grace through faith, both of which 
are God’s gifts (Eph. 2:8-9).   

 Baptism is for believers, those who have responded 
to God’s gracious initiation in their lives through the 
drawing of Father, the convicting work of the Spirit 
and the imputed righteousness of the Son.   

 Baptism is all about grace.  It is the celebration of 
God’s gracious work in someone’s life.  It is a 
declaration of the one baptized; that they have 
received new life by God’s grace and now publically 
commit their lives to obedience.   

 Baptism and its discussion must be handled and 
considered graciously.  
 

The Elders of Grace desire strongly to both teach and 
practice the doctrine of grace.  In doing so we whole-
heartedly affirm our Brethren heritage and what we 
believe the Scriptures to teach.  We will only baptize by 
Triune immersion.  However, we do not wish to divide 
against other brothers and sisters in Christ who practice 
single immersion.   It is our desire to unite strongly for 
the gospel, justification by grace through faith alone.  
 
We believe it is vitally important for us to not make 
baptism a part of salvation, but rather allow it be the 

picture of salvation that Christ and the Scriptures intend 
for it to be.  For the sake of the gospel we must have 
great clarity regarding the gospel.  Baptism is not a part 
of God’s gospel work; it is a picture of God’s gospel 
work.   
 
We recognize that godly men and women have studied 
the same Scriptures we have and have arrived at a 
different position, namely one that states “in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,” while a 
single immersion occurs is the command of our Lord 
and rightfully pictures Trinitarian salvation.  While our 
conviction is that Triune immersion best pictures 
Trinitarian salvation we do not desire to divide ourselves 
against these brothers and sisters.  We believe that the 
unity we have in Christ is greater than what may 
distinguish denominations and fellowships from each 
other. 

 
Practically speaking 

 Grace will only baptize by Triune immersion and will 
teach Triune immersion as the best picture of 
Trinitarian salvation.   

 We will welcome into membership any believer who 
has been baptized in a Trinitarian believer’s 
baptism. 

 We believe that this posture best reflects a position 
and attitude of grace that is to be shared amongst 
all believers and demonstrated to the lost.   

 
 
 

With Grace, For Grace, and Because of Grace,  
 
 
 

  
The Elders of Grace 

 


